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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Good evening.
 3    Thank you for coming tonight on this snowy night.  Before
 4    we start, though, I would ask, Ida, would you please honor
 5    us with a blessing.
 6               (Blessing given by Ida Angasan.)
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very
 8    much.  Again, good evening.  My name is Jim Kendall.  I
 9    was here a couple years ago as a visitor of the Alaska
10    office, but right now I'm the Acting Director of the
11    office for all of Alaska.
12              Up until January 1st I was in D.C. where I was
13    in charge of the assessments and all the science.  Well,
14    under the new Administration, we have President Obama, Ken
15    Salazar as the Secretary of Interior, and then Michael
16    Bromwich, who is our new director, asked me that because
17    you are a scientist and you appreciate science and you
18    have spoken to me before about the need to use traditional
19    knowledge, he asked me to come up to Alaska for two,
20    three, four months -- I don't know how long -- and see if
21    I can start some discussions even better than we had
22    before.
23              And I'm going to say a few things that are a
24    little bit different.  This is really kind of a new day,
25    so we are doing things very differently.
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 1              Now, what this meeting is about is about a
 2    potential new five-year plan.  Before the Secretary can
 3    offer anything for lease, it has to be mentioned in the
 4    five-year plan.  Well, the current five-year plan goes
 5    from 2007 to 2012.  And Secretary Ken Salazar is taking a
 6    very cautious approach to the Arctic.  He's very concerned
 7    and he's listening.  That's why he's canceled the
 8    remaining lease sales in the Arctic for this five-year
 9    plan.  That's from 2007 to 2012.
10              Now we are putting together a plan for 2012 to
11    2017.  And usually when we have a plan like this, even in
12    these early stages, there is some idea on, okay, we are
13    going to propose X number of lease sales in these areas.
14              Well, we are not doing that this time.  There is
15    nothing on the books.  There could be one sale in the
16    Beaufort, one in the Chukchi.  There could be one in one
17    and not in the other, or there could be none.  So he
18    wanted us to come up here and, before we start the
19    environmental impact statement, have a clean slate and ask
20    people what they think and what they are concerned about
21    because he said we have made no decisions.  We want to
22    have more openness, more transparency.  He wants science
23    used more.  He also wants traditional knowledge
24    incorporated into the documents, which is very important.
25              I've had a little -- not a lot of experience
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 1    with traditional knowledge in other places in the world,
 2    but sometimes a Western scientist does something, and then
 3    they have to go to traditional knowledge to see if we got
 4    it right.  So some of us are starting to understand how
 5    important it is.
 6              Now, this five-year plan is required under the
 7    National Environmental Policy Act.  Because we are going
 8    to have this five-year plan on the OCS Lands Act, that's a
 9    major federal action.  That kicks in the National
10    Environmental Policy Act which says we have to do an EIS
11    before we do anything.  So this is the very, very
12    beginning.
13              And some of the things we have heard in Nuiqsut
14    and Kotzebue, Wainwright, and Barrow is that people are
15    concerned, number one, that they have a seat at the table.
16    Okay.  This is your backyard, your garden.  You need to be
17    there.  They are very concerned that if there would be,
18    heaven forbid, an oil spill, can it be cleaned up.  Okay.
19    They want to know is the community going to benefit from
20    this in any way.  Is there going to be some type of
21    revenue sharing?
22              If something were to allow to occur, how do we
23    make sure there is absolutely no impact to subsistence way
24    of life?  We cannot allow that.  The hunts must continue.
25    People must be provided by the ocean, the garden.  That


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 6


 1    cannot be interrupted.
 2              There has been also issues with all the boat
 3    traffic that's coming in.  With the shrinking of the ice,
 4    we hear that there could be more ship traffic, not only
 5    for oil and gas, but from other countries trying to take a
 6    sneaky path across the north.  Well, that makes noise and
 7    there is more traffic.  How do we work that into the
 8    equation.
 9              And so those are the kind of things we are
10    starting to hear.  And we are trying to record all of that
11    so this information is considered in our environmental
12    documents and the concerns are passed from us, the worker
13    bee level, up to the decisionmakers.  So they are very,
14    very serious about that, and I'm real serious about that
15    myself when the director asked me to come there.  I asked
16    him, can I go to these meetings.
17              Usually the Regional Director does not come to
18    the scoping meetings.  He said, no, Jim, you are going to
19    the scoping meetings.  I said, great.  I was up here one
20    time as a guest and got to speak to some of you, and I
21    really enjoyed it.
22              So I've got my team here who I would like to
23    introduce, starting with Steve Textoris.  Where are you
24    from?
25                    MR. TEXTORIS:  I'm living in Washington,
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 1    D.C. and I'm the Leasing Acting Chief there.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Rob?
 3                    MR. ROB MCWHORTER:  Rob McWhorter.  I work
 4    for Argonne National Laboratory.  Argonne is helping the
 5    Bureau with their national environmental impact statement.
 6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Tim Holder.  I'm based in
 7    Washington, D.C. with the Bureau, and I coordinate with
 8    our Alaska office on NEPA documents.  I always have to
 9    throw in here I lived in Anchorage for 19 years and I
10    lived in Nome for six years, both below the Arctic Circle.
11                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I'm Michael Haller.  I'm
12    the community liaison with the Alaska Region.  And the
13    first time I was here was immediately after the blizzard
14    about six years ago, and then a few months later we
15    brought Operation Santa Claus up to -- I hope Santa Claus
16    has been better to you since then.  Thank you.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And this is Mary.  Mary
18    is busy.  She's our most important member of the team so
19    we get all of the comments so that we can put them
20    together and send them up.  And then Mike.
21                    MR. ROUTHIER:  I'm Mike Routhier.  I work
22    on NEPA documents from the Anchorage office.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  A couple of things we
24    would like to ask that -- we want everyone to speak, and
25    you can tell us anything you want, please.  We want to
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 1    hear it all.  We heard some very interesting things last
 2    night that I'm not going to repeat, but that's important.
 3    We needed to have that.  Please state your name so that we
 4    can get that in the record.  That would be great.
 5              And also, this is something about me personally.
 6    I am very hard of hearing.  I'm deaf in my left ear.  I'm
 7    partially deaf here.  So what I am going to do is I'm
 8    going to sit there.  And even though Mary is taking all
 9    the notes I'm going to, for myself, grab the main concepts
10    while I'm listening.  I'm not a good listener, so I've got
11    to focus on that.  And I want to ask Tim to run the
12    meeting and get people to talk and that kind of stuff.  I
13    don't want to insult anybody by sitting down and not
14    saying any more than this, but I don't hear well, and if
15    someone is talking, I want to make sure that I'm focused
16    on the meeting.
17              And anything is fair game.  You know, what do
18    you think about a potential lease sale.  You may not like
19    it.  We want to hear it.  If you are for it, tell us.  If
20    you have concerns, tell us.  Even if I've said what we
21    have heard and you feel the same way, tell us again.  We
22    have no problem going back to our bosses, the
23    decisionmakers, and say we heard this five times in five
24    different locations.  I don't have a problem with that at
25    all.  Whether or not it's a concern about oil spills,
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 1    concern about cleaning it up, revenue sharing, impact to
 2    subsistence hunting and whaling, tell us what you think.
 3    We are going in a listening mode.
 4              It's sort of a new day.  We have got nothing
 5    planned.  And one of the options is there could be no
 6    lease sale.  The last four were canceled.  No decisions
 7    have been made about the next one.  And so we are here.
 8    We are all ears.  I've got one ear.  We are all recording
 9    everything.  And we would really like this to be a good
10    meeting.  Last night's meeting went for three hours in
11    Nuiqsut, and we had a great discussion.  No one held back.
12              So Tim.
13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  All right.  We are
14    opening the floor here to comments.  So whoever wants to
15    go first.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  One other warning here.
17    If I see the conversation start to die, I'm a frustrated
18    teacher, and you know what happens when a teacher is
19    teaching and nobody asks questions; he starts calling on
20    people, you know.  So you know, we really want people to
21    tell us.  I don't care.  We had some interesting
22    discussions at the door.  So when I see a lull in the
23    discussions, I may jump up and start asking people what
24    they think.  So please don't be shy.
25              Who is going to start before I start asking
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 1    questions?
 2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
 3    Kayotuk, for the record.  I oppose any and all offshore
 4    oil exploration or development and really oppose you guys
 5    selling or leasing any more, selling any more lease sales
 6    out there.  But I realize that things do happen, and if it
 7    does happen, I think some things need to happen before as
 8    far as like -- because of the climate changes and all
 9    that's coming up, the ice really changing, having more
10    winds and all of that, I think we need new baseline
11    studies before anything can go forward.  They have done
12    baseline studies before, but I think things have changed
13    drastically since then.  So before anything can happen, I
14    think new baseline studies need to happen.
15              Also I would like for us to have a buffer zone
16    around our area all along the coast.  Our community is
17    strictly coastal hunting in the summertimes because we are
18    in the ANWR area situation, and so -- and our rivers are
19    shallow for our boats to go up, so we hunt along the
20    coast.  That's where we harvest our caribou and our geese
21    and ducks and stuff like that.  Seals are very important
22    to us.  Fishing.  And if anything ever should happen bad
23    out there on the ocean, it's going to devastate us.  And
24    so I think we really need a very good buffer zone around
25    our area.
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 1              I've heard that there is good buffer zones
 2    around some of the other communities along the coast, and
 3    for some reason our community was left out of the buffer
 4    zone stuff.  So that's one of my concerns for now.
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Carla.  In
 6    fact, last night we heard a lot about the buffer zone, how
 7    come there's buffer zones in the Chukchi and not in the
 8    Beaufort.  So I'm glad we are hearing that again.  Thank
 9    you.
10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?
11                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Marie Rexford,
12    resident.  I oppose offshore, also.  I have been saying
13    that for a number of years and still you come back with
14    same old hearing after hearing and hearing.  So what --
15    what -- what's going to change?
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We have
17    heard that as well last night that we keep coming back.
18    And I guess the short answer is, with the new
19    Administration, they keep asking us the same questions and
20    they ask us to come back and talk with the communities to
21    see what they say and think.  And they are listening.  The
22    last four lease sales were canceled.  And now this whole
23    new program is set up that they are not even putting
24    anything on the books yet and they are waiting till they
25    talk with you before they talk about anything else.
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 1              So we understand this is a burden and we keep
 2    coming back, but people are starting to listen.  And at
 3    least we're here to listen and take notes and take it
 4    back.  And so thank you for giving us the time.
 5                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  And I'd add one other
 6    thing, too.  There is an acknowledgment now of global
 7    warming and the impact in the Arctic, so that is one of
 8    the differences.  So you have noticed things.  Very
 9    specifically you have examples, and we would invite you to
10    share that if that seems appropriate in your thoughts, as
11    well, please.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard something
13    interesting today.  We were talking to a gentleman that
14    said that they take the snowmachines out and there are
15    certain areas out there where you can't go because the ice
16    is very thin because there is currents underneath, and
17    those are the kind of things we need to know.  I mean,
18    maybe our oceanographers doing these studies don't know
19    that.  So if that's traditional knowledge that people
20    have, we need to use it better, beginning to understand.
21                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  My name is Ida Angasan.
22    Speaking of threatened animals and stuff, I hear this -- I
23    have been hearing this for the past month or so.  Every
24    morning I read this about threatened polar bears,
25    threatened or extinct seals, threatened or extinct oogruks
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 1    and all of our mammals out in the ocean.  What is it --
 2    you know, we live off the land and the ocean.  And many of
 3    you live off the store-bought bread, eggs, lettuce and
 4    tomatoes.  We hunt for our foods.
 5              We live the way we live because, you know, we
 6    were put on this earth on the North Slope as a harsh kind
 7    of environment.  We live through it because our Elders,
 8    our ancestors, they were very wise to understand how they
 9    could survive the harsh lands of the North Slope.  They
10    hunted.  They fished.  They went to the mountains.  They
11    walked everywhere and whatnot.  Maybe somebody had a boat
12    in the summertime or not, but they went from one migration
13    to the next with the caribou, the sheep, the -- and in the
14    ocean, the fish, the oogruks, the seals and the whales.
15    What am I forgetting?  The beluga and our walruses.
16              Yeah, we get a walrus once in a great while, you
17    know.  And we were fortunate to have four of the beluga
18    came in this summer.
19              But, you know, it's our environment.  And the
20    government is trying to say this is becoming extinct.  I
21    think we should have them quit hunting it.  I don't think
22    that's -- it's -- not I don't think -- I know it's not
23    right.
24              We are the Native people of the North Slope.
25    Along the course -- I mean, along the coastline of all of
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 1    Alaska, you will see all different kinds of Natives.  We
 2    all live on the coast or in -- you know, on the shores of
 3    the lakes because we survive that way.
 4              Thank you.
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 6    That's very good to know, and you are correct.  I mean,
 7    you are citizens of the United States, and you are
 8    citizens of Alaska, and this is your community.  And so we
 9    need to know that.  We need to hear that.  We need to take
10    that message back.  I know there is others that have
11    things to say.  Yes, ma'am.
12                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  On the baseline
13    studies, what do you do?
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What do we do in terms
15    of the government?
16                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Yeah.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not a very good job at
18    getting the information out.  We found that out in some of
19    our other meetings, that our little agency alone has spent
20    $300,000,000 on research and 400 reports, and USGS is
21    doing work and NOAA, and it seems like that information is
22    not being tied together and getting it out to the people
23    that should know what it is and tell us if it's done the
24    right way.
25                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  What do you do, I
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 1    mean?
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We do -- for the studies
 3    we do physical oceanography, we study the whales, we
 4    monitor bowhead whales from the air for almost 30 years.
 5    There is whales out there that are swimming around that
 6    have tags on them so that we know they go to Canada and
 7    they come back and they go to the east.  We have done
 8    studies on Arctic cisco.  We do all these studies, but
 9    they end up on the shelves.  They are not getting out.
10                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Why do you have to do
11    the same thing again and again if you can get the
12    knowledge from the Elders?
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a weak link.  We
14    need to work --
15                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Maybe you are changing
16    our shoreline fisheries the way you are doing your
17    studies.  Maybe you are changing the ways of our food.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's very important to
19    hear for the traditional knowledge and the information
20    from the Elders.  You know, some of us now have been
21    converted to know how important that is.  Scientists
22    before me, they were all in the laboratory looking at
23    their numbers, and they spent no time living with the
24    communities.  They don't talk with people.
25              We had a nice lady last night, Marjorie; she was
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 1    a senior Elder and she gave the blessing.  And she told us
 2    how she grew up and what she had seen.  That's invaluable.
 3    That information we need to work into our process.  And so
 4    you are right.  We need to listen.  We need to get that
 5    information and make sure that's considered.  And people
 6    now that are working with this are very sincere and they
 7    want that information, respectfully.
 8                    MR. HARRY LORD:  My name is Harry Lord.
 9    And in 1968, our people objected to the development of
10    Prudhoe Bay to the point of filing a class action against
11    the Secretary of the Interior in the name of Edwardson v.
12    Morton.  Our experience was an experience of injustice.
13    And the injustice is, in fact, a crime against all
14    humanity because the negative results of that litigation
15    led to the extinguishment of our aboriginal rights and the
16    removal of all legal protections for those rights.
17              In 1977, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic
18    Slope held an Elders conference to lay out the supreme law
19    of the land as well as the high sea.  And the supreme law
20    of the land as issued by our Elders at that conference was
21    no offshore development, period.  And that is customary
22    traditional Inuit social law.  From time immemorial we
23    have had this inherent sovereignty with immunity, and it's
24    been completely ignored.
25              So we need to revisit this injustice of how your
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 1    carbon development in the Arctic, specifically the
 2    international crime scene Prudhoe Bay, Alaska.
 3              You all never had any title here in the Arctic.
 4    There was a court case in 1971, U.S. v. Escamilla, which
 5    was a homicide case in which the Fourth Circuit Court of
 6    Appeals established in a legal determination that the
 7    United States had no recognized means of law enforcement
 8    in the Arctic.  U.S. v. Escamilla.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  She's got
10    it.
11                    MR. HARRY LORD:  And so we have a grave
12    injustice that needs servicing.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I knew you
14    were going to speak.  I encouraged you.
15                    MR. HARRY LORD:  And so the most profound
16    statement I've ever heard was Nelson Mandela when he
17    addressed his countrymen for the very first time after he
18    was released from prison.  And the very first thing he
19    denounced was the educational policies of Apartheid as
20    truly a crime against humanity, and that has been the very
21    best academia has allowed into a society is a brain dead
22    education on arrival.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
24                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I'll yield.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You can speak more than
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 1    once.  I mean, really.  Anyone else before I play teacher?
 2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce Inglangasak.
 3    Air quality is pretty much one of the things that nobody
 4    is saying anything about.  Everybody knows that carbon
 5    monoxide kills.  For 30 years you have been pumping this
 6    crap into our system here.  And we have the highest rate
 7    of upper respiratory sickness because of carbon monoxide.
 8    And it's speeding up the process of global warming.
 9                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I'm glad you
10    brought the air quality part.  Just recently -- and I
11    don't travel towards the west very much on the Slope
12    towards Barrow just because of the cost and everything.
13    But recently I went through there, and I was appalled at
14    what I saw just -- we were coming in for a landing, and it
15    was just yellow and I'm, like, what is all that?
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Where was this?
17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  This was over in
18    Prudhoe Bay.  We were coming in for a landing in Prudhoe
19    Bay.  And it's just all yellow over on this one side, and
20    I'm, like, what is that?  I said, they can't be having a
21    sand storm.  That's too yellow for a sand storm.  And I
22    started looking and thinking, well, maybe it's the way the
23    sun is shining or something.  I'm, like, no, that's not
24    what it is.
25              And then come to realize that it's, like, smog
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 1    that's there.  It's the smoke and stuff from -- from
 2    their -- whatever they do over there and everything.  But
 3    I was just appalled at how much -- how yellow it was,
 4    how -- it was just like a yellow fog type kind of a thing,
 5    smog.
 6              And the last few days here I have been seeing
 7    how, when we have the west wind, I can see it way out on
 8    the ocean.  You can just see that yellow haze floating by.
 9    And it just seems like I have been noticing it more and
10    more.
11              But I was really appalled at what I saw.  And
12    this was about -- we came home at the end of -- the first
13    of February.  And it was just -- just awful.  And I
14    sure -- if they are going to do development and stuff like
15    that, then I think, because we are in the Arctic or
16    anywhere else, it should be above normal standards for
17    what the oil development people should have to follow.
18                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce again.
19    These oil companies that are here, they have been flaring
20    for 30 years.  I think that's the biggest waste of energy
21    right there.  I mean, how many flaring they got going,
22    24/7, 365 days a year.  That's a lot of wasted energy
23    right there.  That could have been heating up a lot of
24    communities.  I mean, that's -- I think those people
25    should be paying for our hospital bills.  They brought
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 1    this upon us and our animals.  We shouldn't be going to
 2    hospital and paying our bills for getting treatment for
 3    pneumonia or something.  I mean, that's not fair, not fair
 4    to our people or our animals.
 5                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  You guys know
 6    I'm pretty much opposed to drilling oil anywhere, and a
 7    lot of it has to do with the environment, and it's a
 8    pretty negative energy, and the impact it's having on this
 9    world is devastating.  It's killing Mother Earth, and
10    people got to wake up and realize, you know, there is --
11    there is a lot of alternative energies out there, and we
12    can easily switch over, you know, with the people all
13    rising up together, you know.
14              Patent laws, for instance; there is a law to
15    that technology out there, but people control that
16    knowledge and they -- and there is a reason for it
17    because, you know, they -- they want that economic
18    leverage, you know.  They have power over someone.  And
19    the way I was raised when I was a children, you know, kid
20    growing up in this community, you shared everything, you
21    know, because you worked together to survive and live in
22    this community.  And that's our world.  It's our
23    community, the whole world, all of us.
24              I'm asking you guys, you know.  We know it.
25    It's time for you guys to wake up.  You are the brains of
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 1    the operation.  You are in our government.  Speak for us.
 2    You know it.  Follow your heart.  That's all I got to say.
 3              Thank you.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.  For
 5    those that may not be aware, the bureau we work for not
 6    only does oil and gas, but recently we have been given the
 7    authority for alternative and renewable energy.  So we are
 8    working on the wind farms and things like that, as well.
 9    So very timely comments.  Thank you, Ken.
10                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Are they going to
11    do another five-year study to see if that wind generator
12    is viable, or are they going to put it up now?
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right now they are
14    trying off of New England, the Cape Wind area.
15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  What's Cape
16    whatever got to do with here?  Why can't they put it here?
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it will be the
18    first -- it's taken them ten years for them to get this
19    far.  It will be the first one in the country to see if it
20    works offshore.  So they are going to test it for you,
21    although the environment here is very different.  But it's
22    a start.  It's a start.
23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  You guys come to
24    us with a whole bunch of questions and stuff like this,
25    you tell us you are going to do this and that and you show
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 1    a little picture of some little rinky-dink toy that can
 2    scoop oil out of our ocean in the middle of ice, and now
 3    you come here and tell us they are going to do a study on
 4    the other side of the world to see if it's viable for
 5    here?  I don't get it.
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No, not viable to see if
 7    it could work here.  To see if it will work anywhere.
 8                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We are asking you.
 9    We need it here.  We need it now, not five years study
10    first and then do it.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So a study for renewable
12    energy in the Arctic.
13                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Not even studying
14    for many years.  We are telling you, go tell your guys we
15    need a wind generator over here now.  It will save a
16    million dollars for this community in one year.  Wait five
17    years, that's five million bucks.  I mean, we could use
18    that oil somewhere else.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
20                    MR. HARRY LORD:  We need to pry loose the
21    sky cell technology that the Central Intelligence Agency
22    is hoarding from us.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sky sale?
24                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Cell, C-E-L-L.  Cell.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
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 1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Anybody else?  Pretty big
 2    crowd.  This is the biggest -- actually exceeds our crowd
 3    that we had in Barrow, a much bigger town.
 4                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ida Angasan.  Speaking
 5    of that yellowish brownish --
 6                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Carbon monoxide.
 7                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Excuse me.  That
 8    yellowish brownish cloud that you see from over there, I
 9    know; I worked at Prudhoe Bay for years.  Every time --
10    they have tons and tons of trucks, some ice and, you know,
11    all these cars and trucks that they have, especially the
12    big semis, they turn those on; they leave those on day and
13    night, 24 hours a day during the winter, you know.  And
14    that is where you see all of that carbon monoxide from all
15    the trucks and whatever is -- you know, their generators
16    and everything else that they have over there.  You know,
17    there is a plug in for -- for that, too.
18              It's just like Bruce said, all that gas, it's
19    just wasting when you are leaving a truck on.  I mean,
20    this is for each camp.  How many camps are there in
21    Prudhoe Bay?  You know, that's -- you got to think of that
22    sometimes.
23              I know in big camps like ARCO, BP and Conoco --
24    not -- but Conoco, ARCO and BP -- no, I got that
25    backwards.  Conoco, BP and all those other places they
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 1    have over there, you know, they have got these trucks
 2    around there, around the buildings and then some where
 3    they have annexes, you know.  And then they also have
 4    those trucks then out of there.  And then you have the big
 5    semis that are in and out of there.  And they leave those
 6    on 24 hours a day.  I wonder how much gallons of gas they
 7    use in the 24 hours time.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good -- that's
 9    a very good question.  Thank you.
10                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Robert Thompson.
11    Okay.  I have a lot of concerns, and one, it's a lack of
12    baseline studies.  This was a problem in Prince William
13    Sound and the Sakhalin Islands where they have had spills.
14    Industry was able to argue that they don't know what was
15    there so they don't know what they had to compensate for.
16    They were able to successfully get the compensation
17    reduced because of no baseline studies.  So that's very
18    critical here.
19              The industry looks at this area as a great place
20    to do business.  There is very little business activity
21    going on that they have to compensate.  In the Gulf they
22    have multi-billions of dollars' worth of private
23    enterprise that they have to compensate.  Here in the
24    Arctic, there is very little actual business happening
25    other than our subsistence activities.  And they take the
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 1    attitude that they can just buy that off.  I think Shell
 2    had a fund for $20,000,000 to compensate for loss of
 3    whales.  We are not happy.  We don't agree with that at
 4    all.  This is our industry.  This is our economy and it
 5    doesn't have a price.
 6              So the baseline studies are important.  They
 7    were very haphazard before and I don't know if there is
 8    any one report you can call a baseline study.  Industry
 9    will say there's all kinds of studies that have been done
10    but baseline studies are what we need so we know what's
11    there without a doubt so there is no question about it.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Something to add to that
13    before you change topics.  Baseline was mentioned one
14    other time about the time the Secretary canceled the rest
15    of the sales in the current five-year program, he asked
16    the U.S. Geological Survey to collect all the information
17    on the Arctic and put it together into a report looking at
18    information gaps.  That report, we are told, will be out
19    in April, and that will help make -- will add into the
20    decision process of the Secretary on whether to have lease
21    sales or not.
22              USGS has gone to us to get information.  They
23    have gone to NOAA.  They have gone to all the agent sits.
24    We have not seen the report.  They are a science agency.
25    They don't manage things.  So to make sure it's squeaky
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 1    clean and aboveboard, we have not seen it and we won't see
 2    it until everyone else sees it.  So that might help in
 3    terms of the questions of what studies have been done,
 4    what's the baseline, and it should identify where the gaps
 5    are.  And so that should be coming out in April.  I wish I
 6    knew more, but -- we gave them all our reports, but they
 7    won't tell us anything.  They want to keep it pure.  So
 8    that should help.
 9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Also I'm concerned
10    about the effects of dispersants.  BOEMRE I believe did
11    some recent studies, reports on this.  And according to
12    their reports in the Arctic, it's probably no more than 10
13    percent effective.  And there is no studies on long-term
14    effects of what's happening.  What's happening in the Gulf
15    could happen here, but worse.  We got colder weather.
16              And I don't know if there is any studies related
17    to oil breakdown in the Arctic or dispersant breakdown and
18    what effects it will have on the marine life.  That should
19    be done before these are -- before the leases happen so
20    that the oil companies can't just say that just makes it
21    go away.  And that's what they did here is they told us
22    the dispersant just makes the oil go away.  It's no longer
23    a problem.  We are finding out that that's not the truth.
24              We want to have the truth.  We don't want to get
25    lied to.  We've had Shell Oil come here and Minerals
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 1    Management lie to us right in this room, and we are tired
 2    of it.
 3              We have no Coast Guard here.  Coast Guard is
 4    supposed to monitor the oil spill activities.  They don't
 5    have a presence here.  They don't have the capacity.  They
 6    admit it.  They don't have icebreakers.  They do not have
 7    the capacity to monitor the oil industry.  Pete Sleaby
 8    from Shell says we don't need them.  We don't do the
 9    cleanup anyway.  I guess he implies that they should do it
10    on the honor system, but I'm not ready to give Shell Oil
11    the consideration of doing things on an honor system.
12    The.
13              The Coast Guard is hired to monitor the
14    activities, and we demand that that happen.  That's
15    actually the law.  Otherwise just say it's not needed.
16    But all indications are that that's who is responsible for
17    oil activities.  And the industry itself has no capacity
18    to operate in Arctic ice.  They don't have ice icebreakers
19    If you look out on the ocean as you came to the runway
20    here, you can see what's happened just in the last few
21    days.  I don't know if any ship is going to be running
22    around in there.  Even if they were to have icebreakers,
23    some of that ice is on the bottom.  I don't think the
24    icebreakers can even travel in those conditions.
25              Okay.  The industry was allowed to say what


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 28


 1    their worst-case scenario for an oil spill was, and they
 2    chose to do it for August when there is water.  Okay.
 3    They should not be the one to say when they have to make a
 4    plan for cleanup.  It should be as it's frozen, being the
 5    first of October.  By using August, they are able to fool
 6    the public into thinking they have some capacity, which
 7    even then they had limited capacity.
 8              In regard to that, they should have satellite
 9    data for wave activity.  There is a lot of times when they
10    will not be able to operate with their cleaning operation.
11    This has happened off Norway where not even a drop was
12    cleaned up on a very large offshore oil spill.  22-foot
13    waves and nothing was cleaned up.  We have those
14    conditions here.  That should be public knowledge, how
15    much of the time they can do cleanup during the open ice
16    time.  They go into broken ice conditions and allude to
17    some capacity, but the question is how can they clean up
18    oil under the ice.
19              BOEMRE itself said if this were to happen, most
20    likely we would just have to let it spill until the
21    following season.  That's not acceptable.  I don't know
22    how they came up with that that they could do that to us.
23    This becomes environmental justice issue.  This is an
24    issue that affects us.  We don't get any benefit from that
25    oil.  So if people in the United States want to drill,
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 1    they can do it offshore California, offshore Florida, off
 2    the East Coast of the United States.  If they want the
 3    oil, drill there first before they come here.
 4              Okay.  The air quality permits should be
 5    cumulative to include the onshore activities.  What's
 6    happened on the North Slope, air quality permits are bid
 7    for each lease sale leased, not considering other ones
 8    cumulatively.  That's why we've got the problem here.
 9    That happened for 30 years in the Prudhoe Bay area.  The
10    permits were given out but not collectively all together.
11    It might be okay this year for this small operation, but
12    all together it accumulates and we have the effects of it.
13              Another problem is on State leases, they don't
14    have people to monitor the permits, the air quality
15    permits and so on, but DEC has only two people to monitor
16    all the permits.  So in that regard on these permits,
17    there should be people there at all times to monitor the
18    conditions.  I found out that Shell has no nonShell people
19    on board their drilling ships.  To me that's not
20    acceptable.  There should be somebody to monitor the
21    activity to make sure they are in compliance.  They did
22    not have that up to this point.  I don't know if that
23    continues, but to me that's not acceptable.  There again,
24    it's an honor system for the industry.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good
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 1    point.  Because of what happened in the Gulf there was
 2    only 56 inspectors.  They are going up to probably 200.
 3    And up in the Arctic, if there were to be drilling, there
 4    would be an inspector on the drill ship 24/7.
 5                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  How many?
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know at least one,
 7    maybe two because of the 12-hour shifts.  Do you know
 8    offhand?  Two?  Two, at least.
 9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  I'd like to
10    see baseline health studies on our health.  If we are
11    affected by health -- and I've heard the industry say
12    people in Nuiqsut, they're just smoking these cigarettes.
13    That's not acceptable.  If they are going to be in this
14    area putting out pollution into the atmosphere, they have
15    got to know what our health is.
16              And another thing I believe everybody should
17    learn from the Gulf spill is about spill response
18    capacity.  They had 3,700 boats operating on that spill.
19    We don't have that many boats, and I don't think they can
20    get them here and they can't operate in the winter.  So we
21    don't have any spill response capacity.
22              The industry talks about a robust plan.  They
23    tell the public, oh, we are really concerned.  I think
24    they have five boats.  Well, that doesn't quite get it.
25    And then they tell people that this is an exploratory well
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 1    like it's not a concern.  The Deepwater Horizon was an
 2    exploratory well.  The public should know these things.
 3    Don't just listen to the industry.  And our government
 4    should tell us also the risks on this.  We shouldn't have
 5    to listen to the oil industry tell us how great they are.
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard that last night
 7    that on a very bad day on the Arctic, people out there are
 8    going to be more worried about saving their own lives than
 9    cleaning up oil.  We heard that last night.
10                    MR. THOMPSON:  There are 16 endangered and
11    threatened species, and there are probably going to be
12    three more listed.  So these should be addressed, not have
13    lawsuits try and change the law or having the Republican
14    Administration trying to do away with the Environmental
15    Protection Agency.  The laws are there to protect us, and
16    we need to have those regulations in place and be
17    followed, not the people that are -- who knows how they
18    are related to the oil industry trying to diminish the law
19    so that the industry can act.
20              We are tired of that.  That's happened here in
21    Alaska.  We have had 12 of our congress people and one
22    senator that were convicted of violations of this in
23    relation to this activity.  We are tired of it.  Those
24    people work for us, and they have got to take care of our
25    interests.
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 1                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  Adding onto
 2    these thing here --
 3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I don't think -- are you
 4    done, Mr. Thompson?
 5                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Go ahead.  I'll get
 6    some more.
 7                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I just wanted to add on
 8    here.  You said worry about your own survival during an
 9    oil spill.  You know, in the Arctic, yeah, even in our own
10    homes sometimes we have to band together to survive, you
11    know, just regular living.  I just wanted to throw that in
12    there.  Not during a catastrophe, just bad weather -- if
13    you bring a catastrophe, we ain't going to able to help if
14    you got bad weather up here, help the oil industry if they
15    need it because a lot of times we are fighting for our own
16    survival.  And we are together, you know.  But --
17              That happened a few years ago.  We lost
18    electricity and most of the people had alternative -- you
19    know, they were used to camping and people were throwing
20    up tents in their house, throwing up Coleman stoves and
21    all kinds of gadgets that we have because we still go out
22    on the land and live off the land.  And if it wasn't for
23    that, there probably would have been dozens of people dead
24    in this village during that blizzard a few years ago.
25    It's just where we are from.  We live up here.
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 1                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce Inglangasak.
 2    Revenue sharing.  We live here.  Where does most of this
 3    money go?
 4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  The answer is, from the
 5    Outer Continental Shelf, the revenues that come in from
 6    that for leasing and all the subsequent activities,
 7    rentals and so forth go into the Federal Treasury.  Now,
 8    there is a program that started about three -- two or
 9    three years ago called CIAP, Coastal Impact Assistance
10    Program.  It's $10,000,000 over four years, and it's
11    distributed according to a formula, basically who has the
12    most activity.  So Louisiana gets, by far, the largest
13    share by state, but Alaska gets a chunk of the money.  I
14    don't have the dollar -- the dollars, but --
15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  This is our home
16    here, you know.  You pump this crap out of our land here
17    and some city on the other side of this country is getting
18    a whole big chunk of it, and we, the people here, get
19    pennies.
20                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, there is Outer
21    Continental Shelf activity for decades and nothing got
22    back to the states or communities.  So at least there is a
23    little bit.  But those are -- the decisions about that are
24    made by Congress.  And we can put this in the record
25    here.
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 1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will take the message
 2    forward.
 3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Pass the message up.
 4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We live here.  We
 5    got to pay for -- we got to pay big money to pay for our
 6    heating bill, our lights and our food that you send up
 7    here, and we got to pay for it.  I mean, and we get chump
 8    change out of this revenue, so-called revenue sharing.  We
 9    are getting scraps from it.  Thirty years of this, and
10    look at our community here.  We finally got running water
11    just within our community after 30 years.  And Anchorage
12    had it, Juneau had it for 30 years.  So this revenue
13    sharing is going the wrong direction.  People that live
14    here should be getting it so we can pay for all these
15    goodies that you have.
16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
17    Kayotuk.  I just wanted to say that I agree with Robert
18    that there needs to be more cumulative impact studies; not
19    just impact studies, but cumulative impact studies.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
21                    MR. HARRY LORD:  That's a very good point,
22    Carla.
23                    MR. HARRY LORD:  That's a very good point,
24    Carla.  Harry Lord, once again.  And I believe that a
25    quantitative assessment on the damage to our people's
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 1    culture and way of life has never been accomplished since
 2    the advent of Prudhoe Bay, and we have suffered miserably
 3    with the extinguishment of our rights.  And Prudhoe Bay
 4    was stolen from our people, taken criminally.
 5              It was a criminal expropriation, and we are
 6    entitled to triple the damages for such pernicious
 7    activity, for every barrel of oil that has been stolen
 8    from us.  We are entitled to triple damages.  The impact
 9    on our people has been that significant.  It's inexcusable
10    and unpardonable, that we were left to suffer this
11    injustice from then to now.
12              Hydrocarbon on the brain is known to be very
13    dangerous.  And that's precisely what's driving your
14    political economy over the cliff is hydrocarbon on the
15    brain.  I was once criticized for opposing development.
16    They said you are against drilling, aren't you?  I said,
17    no, no.  I'm all for drilling, but in the appropriate
18    region, like a transorbital lobotomy for hydrocarbon on
19    the brain.
20              I'll yield once again.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
22    Mr. Thompson.
23                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I'm first.  Excuse me,
24    Robert.  I agree with Robert Thompson, too.  Ida Angasan.
25    When you said about the ice and the icebergs and
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 1    everything, especially when he's talking about coming up
 2    to Alaska in August to try out the oil spill materials and
 3    stuff and everything.  They have to come up here in the
 4    wintertime.  As you were coming in from out there, the
 5    icebergs, they are pushing against one another as it is
 6    right off this other island that we have.  There is ice
 7    out there that none of the ships or any kind of boats will
 8    be able to clean up anything because they will get crushed
 9    anyways, you know.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Is that the term, the
11    ivu?
12                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ivu, I-V-U.  Ivu.
13    That's how you spell it.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We saw that in Barrow
15    this week.  Impressive.
16                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  And it's right out here,
17    too.  It's been going that way for this whole year.  And
18    it's -- how are you going to -- how are they coming up
19    here with their boats and their ships and everything and
20    be able to get through this ice?  And they are always
21    saying, okay, we will come up and do an oil spill practice
22    or something.  You can't do it in the summertime or in
23    August.  You should come up here in the wintertime and see
24    what kind of progress the oil companies can make in
25    learning how to do the oil spill thing while it is
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 1    blizzarding out there.  Let them find out that when there
 2    is an oil spill.
 3              And I also oppose oil spill -- oil drilling in
 4    the ocean.  How are they going to able to see what they
 5    can do in an oil spill practice out there in the icebergs
 6    with the blizzards?  You can't see anything.
 7              Thank you.
 8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Who is -- Mr. Thompson.
 9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  Okay.  About
10    the drilling, if it ever goes to that point, I talked to
11    Shell about this about why couldn't they drill a relief
12    well at the same time as they drill an exploratory well or
13    any well so they have a means of shutting it off.  We know
14    from a spill off of Australia and the Deepwater Horizon
15    that it takes about three months to get that relief well
16    in place, if they could get it to the site, which you may
17    not because, you know, if the spill were to happen first
18    of October and the relief ship is somewhere else and they
19    don't have icebreakers to move around and, according to
20    BOEMRE, you just have to let it go till next year.
21              Well, possibly it should be required that the
22    relief well be done at the same time as the well so there
23    is at least some chance of stopping it.  I know it would
24    be an extra expense, but it's very important to us.  And
25    that should be a requirement.  If they can't do it, if
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 1    they get that far along, then they shouldn't be drilling.
 2              I've always asked the question.  I've asked this
 3    to the CEO of Shell and I've asked it to the
 4    [indiscernible] Delegation, can oil be cleaned up in the
 5    Arctic Ocean, and nobody will answer that question.  And
 6    I'm saying -- then they might say to me in broken ice we
 7    can have some capacity.  I'm saying underneath the ice,
 8    when it's flowing out underneath the ice can it be cleaned
 9    up.  Until somebody answers that question -- if nobody can
10    answer it, then just say, hey, you are not going to do it.
11              They say, well, there is risks.  Well, it's not
12    a risk to the guys down in Anchorage or in D.C. or
13    anything.  It's a risk to us, us the people here.  And
14    they are not going to be concerned.  All of you people, if
15    we have a spill, you won't be up here.  You won't see it.
16    You're not going to be affected in D.C. or wherever you
17    are from, but we are here and affected.
18              The risks to the oil industry -- this is
19    probably really a great thing for them because they are
20    not going to have to pay off -- the risk is not to the
21    industry because they have sustained two large spills.
22    All they have got to do is raise the price of gas, and
23    they are doing it as we speak.  The price is going up.
24    Any problems with income, we are going to pay for it when
25    we -- we consume the product.
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 1              So we have got to get off of this product, this
 2    oil.  And they will say, so they can get what they want,
 3    now, we're running out.  We've got to do it.  We are not
 4    running out.  In North America there is more than 2,400
 5    years of oil that we know about.  The Alberta Tar Sands,
 6    more than two trillion barrels of energy.  On the North
 7    Slope of Alaska, the coal can keep the United States in
 8    fossil fuel for over 500 years in addition to the oil.
 9              So we're not running out, so we don't have to be
10    listening to that story as why we should continue and we
11    should be patriotic particular and endorse all of this.
12    We have got to change.  We have got to change.  This oil
13    is taking us down.  Our involvement in wars and activities
14    around the world, our economy is going down because of our
15    dependence on this oil.  We have got to change over to
16    alternative energy.
17              The money spent on the Gulf War could have
18    turned us over to alternative energy.  All the money we've
19    spent on that war for the last 20 years in that region and
20    ongoing expenses by this country to stabilize things,
21    that's directly related to oil, and it's taking our
22    country down.  We have got to change to something where we
23    don't spend all our resources on that.
24              That's my statement.
25                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Edward Rexford,
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 1    Senior, for the record, Acting Vice President for our
 2    tribal government here.  And all these years you probably
 3    hear us telling the same stories of our opposition to
 4    offshore oil and gas activities, even seismic work because
 5    we know that causes a lot of damage.  And still no studies
 6    have been done on what damage has been done under the
 7    seismic activity, per se, after it happens.  Is there some
 8    way scuba divers could be deployed to check what kind of
 9    damage is happening under there, you know, the food chain
10    system, all the invertebrates, clams, starfish, all that?
11    Nobody has done that kind of studies.
12              And all these years industry been drilling in
13    the Beaufort here with our objections to the activities
14    and disposing of drilling muds and cuttings off on the ice
15    and the waters.  And you know, we know that stuff contains
16    toxic chemicals.
17              Now, I just recently learned last year, it's
18    also considered a radioactive waste, and that hasn't been
19    brought to our attention by the industry.  And that's been
20    dumped into our ocean for years.  And it's just causing
21    the epidemic of cancers in the Arctic.  You know, these
22    kind of studies needs to be done and, you know, this is
23    serious.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's good.  We heard
25    about the effects of seismic on all the animals, not just
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 1    the whales.  We heard that in another meeting.  So thank
 2    you.  Even though Shell is -- withdrew their plan to drill
 3    this coming summer, they agree to take all the cuttings
 4    and the muds south, not to dispose of them.  Although they
 5    are not going to drill this coming year, the final plan
 6    was that they would take all the drill muds and take them
 7    south for disposal on land.  So --
 8                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  And I bet
 9    pressure by the Whaling Commission brought that about
10    because the U.S. government was using a zero discharge
11    designation but, you know, it doesn't completely eliminate
12    the discharge of waste overboard, you know.
13              And I know there is two different distinctions,
14    one in Norway where it's a different system they have and,
15    you know, compared to the U.S.  And I think they have zero
16    harmful discharge which says they cannot discharge
17    anything overboard, but in the U.S. it's zero discharge,
18    but then you could discharge toxic waste overboard.  That
19    don't make sense.  So that's got to be rectified also if
20    offshore activity will happen here.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
22                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  And if I think
23    of anything else, I'll add on a little later.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Please.  You are
25    welcome.
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 1                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Thank you.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
 3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  With respect to your
 4    point about the sound from seismic activities, about ten
 5    years ago and before, there was several years where MMS
 6    paid for studies related to seismic and effect on bowhead
 7    whales and how it deflected the bowhead whales.
 8    Dr. Richardson from LGL was the principal investigator on
 9    that.  And in fact, one time I was here at Kaktovik
10    before, he happened to be here to present the findings of
11    his study.
12              But the issue that you bring up of the effect of
13    seismic on other marine mammals and other --
14                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Not just
15    whales.
16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  -- down the food chain is
17    one that I've not heard before.  And I think we have our
18    studies program.  It's a national program, but we have our
19    Alaska part of it, and I think it's -- that's one thing
20    that we don't have to wait for anything to do with the
21    five-year program.  We can take -- that's a program that
22    gets funded annually and we can take those ideas back and
23    try to fit those into our program.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have heard that twice
25    now at two different meetings.  Thank you.
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 1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Nuiqsut.  And that's a
 2    whole -- everybody was so focused, I think, on the bowhead
 3    whale as the, you know, kind of the top of the food chain
 4    out there is the most concern, but there is other things
 5    going on.
 6                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  The whole food
 7    chain system that hasn't been looked at after seismic
 8    activity passes through.
 9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  People in Nuiqsut brought
10    up even the effect on krill, did the krill get deflected
11    from where the whales feed.  So that's a very interesting
12    question.
13                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  George Kaleak,
14    Senior, for the record.  I also am opposed and always will
15    be opposed to offshore oil development.  Also a whaling
16    captain, hunter.  I live -- I love to eat the sea mammal,
17    all the animals that we subsist on.  And going back to the
18    seismic activity, I also stated that I wanted not just in
19    a one mile or -- I wanted it broadened to -- you know,
20    it -- the sound can go over 50 miles, and whales can hear
21    it.  I wanted it broadened further to actually have people
22    on site seeing the effects that seismic activity does to
23    all the sea mammals.
24              And they couldn't give me an answer or they
25    couldn't -- they didn't even study that or nothing.  And


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 44


 1    that's what I've always wanted to see, the effects that
 2    involves, I mean, because they don't know what -- what
 3    seismic activity does to all the -- all the sea mammal.
 4    They don't.
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard a similar
 6    comment like that, so that's the second time we have heard
 7    to look at the bigger picture.
 8                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  With people on site
 9    seeing the effects of what seismic activity does, not --
10    not the people that work for -- work for the seismic
11    activity that do the blasting, but maybe other entities
12    that study it and get the studies.
13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We have some ongoing
14    studies with respect to the seismic and we have what's
15    called passive acoustic monitors going on.  So that's kind
16    of an ongoing -- obviously a big and ongoing issue.  So
17    point well taken.
18                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Because I told them I'd
19    much rather have these thumpers that they do on the ground
20    and invent some kind of thumper that will go to the ground
21    and thump seismic activity rather than blasting because
22    that's far worse than the thumping that we have seen here
23    before.
24                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Different technologies
25    rather than straight up seismic.
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 1                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Can I add onto what he's
 2    speaking on the seismic activity?  There is new improved
 3    additional technology called Geomatic Promise.  And
 4    Geomatic Promise is satellite surface earth penetrating
 5    radar.  And they can assess from satellite, you know, all
 6    our mineral assets, all our deposits, you know, with
 7    precision and accuracy.  We don't have to go out and do no
 8    seismic blasting to determine what's there.  There is
 9    up-to-date technology that eliminates and makes seismic
10    tests obsolete.
11              So we need the -- to look at prying loose, you
12    know, this type of technology that's being hoarded once
13    again by the Central Intelligence Agency.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.
15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me jump in here for
16    a moment.  I wanted to mention because it was -- were
17    there any of the whaling captains that went to Barrow this
18    week to the commission meeting?  It was interesting.
19    Director Bromwich asked Dr. Kendall to go and attend and
20    take some part in that and make a few comments, so I
21    thought it would probably be important for you to maybe
22    highlight that a little bit with them, if that would not
23    put you on the spot.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, sure.  Not a problem
25    whatsoever.
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 1                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I was just thinking
 2    about some of the things you've been talking about, and it
 3    was very much --
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very similar to what we
 5    heard with the whaling captains at their convention.  They
 6    gave me 15 minutes to speak with them and to say that
 7    Mr. Bromwich, our director, is committed to listening to
 8    what the whaling captains had to say.  We had a special
 9    meeting with them because while we were in Wainwright and
10    Kotzebue, some of the whaling captains were in Barrow at
11    the convention, so we had to have two meetings at the same
12    time.  So we thanked the whaling captains for allowing us
13    to speak to them.
14              We are committed to making decisions, the
15    Secretary and the Director, based on the best information
16    on the best technology and using traditional knowledge.
17    And one of the things that came up such as about the
18    seismic is that, okay, some people say there are studies
19    done, but where is it.  So when we went back to the office
20    we said, they are right, that there were some studies that
21    had been done, but it's not accessible to the people that
22    should have it.  So what we are trying to do, at least on
23    our website at first, to get that information and make it
24    more available.
25              Some of the new technology you are speaking
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 1    about, you know, are probably out there but, again, the
 2    companies and the government doesn't make a good job of
 3    getting it to the people that need to know where it's at.
 4                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I think we need to get me
 5    into Homeland Security to penetrate the veil because there
 6    is technology available, you know, that can make
 7    development infinitely safer, but it's not being
 8    disclosed, you know.  It's -- a lot of it is classified
 9    unnecessarily for national security.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what I'm hearing you
11    say, interpreted my way, is that if there were to be
12    development, it would have to be responsible development
13    using the best technologies that are proven.  Is that what
14    I'm hearing?
15                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Yes.  We need to look at,
16    you know, improving our methods, you know.  There is
17    technological advancements in electronics.  The Promise
18    software and the Geomatics; mating the Promise software
19    with Geomatics.  The powers that be have a clear vision,
20    you know, of what's exploitable in strategic minerals the
21    world over, you know, but none of that data is available
22    to the general public because it's a national security
23    secret.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Also it was pointed out
25    in Barrow by one of the scientists there; Dr. Robert
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 1    Suydam mentioned that there may be environmental
 2    information that the oil companies have that should be out
 3    there.  And so we are going to go back and work with them
 4    to make some of the information available if we can get
 5    them to release it.
 6              But along with the high technology, what we also
 7    spoke with the whaling captains is the other side of
 8    traditional knowledge, that sometimes you don't need the
 9    fancy technology if you can talk to the Elders that have
10    passed down this information for decades, if not hundreds
11    of years.
12              Like we learned today, some areas you cannot
13    take your snowmachine out there because there is currents
14    going around and the ice is very thin.  Those are the
15    things we need to capture.  That information needs to be
16    integrated with the high tech science.  At least that's my
17    interpretation.
18                    MR. HARRY LORD:  In addition, you know, I
19    was very impressed with Dr. James Hanson, you know, when
20    he called out for prosecuting the executives of the
21    industry for crimes against humanity for the corruption of
22    data on climate change.  And that's not the only data they
23    are corrupting.  I have the GAO at-risk report, and your
24    agency is high on the list.
25              And the corruption of data by the industry in
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 1    terms of the rate of production, you know, for assessing
 2    royalties and taxation -- I mean, you people don't even
 3    have a clue what it is that they are even producing even
 4    in Prudhoe Bay.  There is no means of verification for
 5    accuracy on what it is that they report.
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you brought
 7    that up because you know we are going -- you don't know
 8    this, but we are going through a reorganization, and the
 9    first thing they did October 1st was the part of the
10    agency that collected the money has been taken out and is
11    put under a new Assistant Secretary so they now just focus
12    on collecting the revenue and making sure it goes to the
13    right place.  The agency I'm with is only responsible for
14    management and safety.
15              Come this coming October 1st, we are going to be
16    broken up again -- and this is what they liked in Nuiqsut
17    and, I believe, Barrow is that people like us will only be
18    responsible for the science and the management, but the
19    inspections, getting back to having people on the
20    platform, will be under a new bureau, the Bureau of Safety
21    and Environmental Enforcement where they don't worry about
22    managing the resources or the oil companies collecting the
23    money.  Their only job is to enforce the laws.  And that
24    will be broken up so that they don't have to worry about
25    what we do.
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 1              They worry about, okay, there are the laws, this
 2    is what industry has to do, we are going to live on the
 3    platform and make sure it happens.  So that will be a
 4    nice, clean -- that's focused on what they have to do.
 5              Ma'am.  I'm sorry.
 6                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
 7    Kayotuk, for the record.  I think that's all great that
 8    you are doing that, but I think -- and what I hope is that
 9    you still keep the open communication's to where stuff --
10    you just don't just stay focused in your one area and not
11    have the communication that needs to happen for your thing
12    to work.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are extremely
14    perceptive because you -- from what I just said, you
15    picked up on it.  And we have been working on this for a
16    few months.  And that's one thing we just figured out,
17    that you have an agency that deals with the management and
18    the science, and then you have the engineers and the
19    inspectors.
20              We probably have to use a lot of the same
21    information and data, so we have to have that active
22    communication.  And that's where the good management has
23    to come in so that we don't have problems where data gets
24    stored or corrupted, that it's a free flow of information,
25    it's all aboveboard, and it's transparent.  So you are
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 1    very perceptive.  That's what we're dealing with now, how
 2    do you make this work so it's aboveboard, it's
 3    transparent, and there is no corruption in the data.
 4                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I think the 911
 5    Commission was on a good crack on the interoperability in
 6    communications technology.  And so that will keep the
 7    information flow, you know, like the cross flow flowing.
 8    Okay.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Ma'am.
10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Nora Jane Burns.
11    For your -- each time you break up into new groups, will
12    you be seeing the mission statement of the new MMS?  What
13    is your mission statement to serving the whole state of
14    Alaska or --
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that.
16    I wish I would have brought it with us.  My agency, the
17    Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, which is what we will
18    be, will be to manage the resource in an environmentally
19    safe manner.  Okay.  The Bureau of Safety and
20    Environmental Enforcement -- and I don't remember the
21    exact words -- are to enforce the rules and regulations so
22    that it is safe for the people that work there, the
23    communities, and the environment.
24              We are just forming these now.  And there is --
25    a lot of the higher managers way above us are working this
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 1    out, but it's going to be two separate missions.
 2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So will the
 3    communities in each area get a mission statement of what
 4    they come up with each time they get a new department so
 5    at least we know what they have to enforce and we keep
 6    them straight in line?
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If we don't do it, shame
 8    on us.
 9                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  And I want to say one of
10    my responsibilities is to make sure that we communicate
11    that very clearly with you so it becomes routine
12    understanding among all of us.  And with three agencies,
13    it will take all of us a little bit of time to get that
14    into our mindset because it's a significant change for the
15    government and how we interact.  But our job is to
16    simplify it and make it plain and easy for you to
17    understand.
18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Because a liaison in
19    each community to --
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have heard that
21    before, that we should have a liaison and more of a
22    presence.  So thank you for mentioning that again.
23                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ida Angasan, for the
24    record.  Speaking of communications, this -- they called
25    the school on this Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.
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 1    They should call the City, the City of Kaktovik at
 2    640-6313.  They should call NVK, 640-2042, and they should
 3    also call the North Slope Borough liaison's office, Nora
 4    Jane Burns, 640-6128.  And it didn't get very far from the
 5    school because I work in the school, and someone told me I
 6    should give this piece of paper to each student and so
 7    they could give it to their parents.  I don't think that's
 8    right.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.
10                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  We did
11    actually make those other contacts you are talking about.
12    The idea was to, like you do with a safety message or
13    anything else, if you can give it to the kids to take home
14    as a gentle reminder, it was nothing more than that at
15    all.  And as far as trying to get the word out, we are
16    just looking for ways to make sure everybody is aware that
17    we are going to come and have a meeting.  So thank you for
18    your reference.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we met the science
20    teacher today, and she said her husband runs the radio
21    station.
22                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  We have a radio station,
23    99.8?  99.1 or --
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are going to become
25    our friends.  They'll become one of our new friends so we
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 1    can get -- if people don't know about meetings in advance
 2    early enough, how can they participate?  So thank you.
 3                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
 4    Kayotuk.  Couple things here.  I'm glad that Nora Jane
 5    asked what your mission statement was, and I'm glad that
 6    you said something about safety of the communities.
 7    Several years ago, probably more than five years ago MMS
 8    sat in here, and there were just a few of us here at that
 9    meeting.  And I asked them how could you guys continue to
10    do these lease sales when 100 percent of everybody in each
11    community along the coast of Alaska oppose these offshore
12    lease sales.  And he sat there and looked me straight in
13    the face and said, because it's for the betterment of the
14    country.  Never mind that we are part of the country.  And
15    I took very great offense to that.
16              And so I'm hoping you guys will follow by what
17    your mission statement is that it's for the safety, try to
18    do what's best for the communities.  And keep in mind that
19    we are the communities.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we will take that
21    message back.  We are not the decisionmakers, but we will
22    take the message back.
23                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  And you had
24    mentioned that somebody said something in another
25    community wanting a seat at the table.  Even though we
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 1    oppose, oppose offshore development and exploratory stuff,
 2    the City of Kaktovik has always fought for a seat at the
 3    table for onshore development for ANWR, even though they
 4    haven't really taken a stand for or against it.  But we
 5    feel that it's important to have a seat at the table
 6    because it's going to affect us.
 7              I think that's very important for each community
 8    is that when you are getting ready to do these lease sales
 9    or having your public hearings or whatever, that each
10    community that is going to be impacted by this have
11    someone at the seat of the table in these dealings.
12                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  For informational
13    purposes, very good, Carla.
14                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford, for
15    the record, vice acting mayor.  I'm opposed to any
16    invasive activity in any environment.  Regarding
17    scientific studies, you must ensure these studies
18    conducted are noninvasive to the wildlife, environment,
19    and also with development, if at all possible.  The noise
20    pollution which occurs during the seismic exploration, the
21    exploratory drilling, the drilling itself, up until the
22    well is dry, the numbers of vessel on hands during the
23    drilling would be too numerous, I believe.
24              At the moment everything about the oil
25    development process is destructive and should not be
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 1    allowed in any environment.  Thank you.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
 3                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Matthew, is that
 4    something that we could have a printed copy for the
 5    record?
 6                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Yes.
 7                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.
 8                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  Going back to
 9    that -- your mission statement and your guys' job to, I
10    guess, manage the minerals in an environmentally safe way,
11    you know, and the real truth is it's not being done that
12    way.  It's not.  Everybody knows that's the truth.  Deep
13    down you know it's the truth.  We all know it's the truth.
14    And can it even be done environmentally safe?  It should
15    be able to be, but as it stands now, it's not being done,
16    and the cost and the -- you know, the intentional held
17    back of the technology that it would take to make them
18    make -- them do this in a responsible environmentally safe
19    way for the animals, for the people, for the planet, for
20    the air we breathe, you know, they are killing us.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you are next.
22                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon, for the
23    record.  I have a question:  The principals, the chain of
24    command, you guys are what?  What do you do?  Who do you
25    report to?  Who says what?  Who has authority to do what?
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 1    You have a website as to where I can look at it and say I
 2    shouldn't be talking to these guys because this is a
 3    different matter I should be talking about.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  It would be
 5    boemre.gov.
 6                    MR. SAM GORDON:  If you could write that
 7    down, I'd appreciate it.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Could someone
 9    write that down for him?
10                    MR. SAM GORDON:  It doesn't make sense to
11    be talking to you guys if I need to direct it to someone
12    else, some sort of chain of command that works.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can tell you right
14    now -- I'll give it to you in a nutshell, but check the
15    website.  We are all career.  We are not political.  I'm
16    the Acting Regional Director for Alaska.  I report to the
17    Director of BOEMRE, Mr. Bromwich, which is a political
18    appointee who was appointed by Ken Salazar, who was
19    appointed by the President.  So we are his staff.  I
20    report to the Director.  The Director reports to the
21    Secretary of the Interior who reports to the President.
22              And like, for example, Steve Textoris right
23    there, he is the division chief for the entire leasing
24    program right now, so all the lease sales will be done by
25    Mr. Textoris and his team.  And he would report to the


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 58


 1    Associate Director up the chain of command to the Director
 2    and the Secretary who reports to the President.  But you
 3    can look at the website, and that should be pretty well
 4    laid out.
 5              MR. SAM GORDON:  That's the one I want to see,
 6    see how the system -- the system ain't working.  Like what
 7    happened in Katrina or the Gulf of Mexico, something is
 8    wrong with it.  There is no communication within the
 9    system.  You spend a lot of money, millions and millions
10    and millions of dollars, to do this kind of research, and
11    then when something happens, nobody knows who to talk to.
12    That's the point I'm making.  There is no sense in having
13    to talk to someone if nothing is going to happen because
14    this has been going on for over 30 years.  Somebody goes,
15    well, I was appointed by the Chief of Administration and
16    just sort of -- the time expired, I'll just put this on
17    the shelf, it's their problem.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We understand your
19    frustration.  Just to point out that in the Beaufort there
20    hasn't been a well drilled in the OCS for now approaching
21    nine years.  The last four lease sales have been canceled
22    by the current Administration.  And for the next five-year
23    plan, they are starting so early right now that we don't
24    even have anything planned, so we are asking before they
25    even get that far.  So it's a long -- I understand it's a
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 1    long drawn-out process.  We keep coming back, but people
 2    are listening and the Secretary said we are going to take
 3    a very cautious approach to the Arctic, canceled four
 4    sales, and we are not going to decide for the next
 5    five-year until we meet with the communities.
 6                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I'd also like to point out
 7    that a lot of us here believe, too, that the last 15, 20
 8    years while the rest of the United States was booming
 9    before you had the bubble burst, that we was intentionally
10    held back economically.  We had a wage freeze in the
11    borough for years.
12              A lot of people had been, you know, without jobs
13    in this community for a long time and a lot of it, we
14    believe, was intentional so we would be crying to open up
15    oil development.  And it pretty much happened to where
16    most of our -- most of our leaders had to because the
17    people were crying for work and for jobs because we need
18    to survive up here.  The cost of living is high, you know.
19              Polluted our lake here with the DEW line where
20    it has to be filtered through the system they say here
21    because it's, you know, unsafe to drink, things like that.
22    And water is expensive because the air -- you know --
23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  From the Air Force site
24    over here?
25                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yes, from the Air Force


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 60


 1    site.  Several years ago when the caribou herd from
 2    Teshekpuk Lake came over here because the rain in the fall
 3    time, they all came over here, 20,000 of them.  18,000 of
 4    them went up to the mountains.  They lived.  They
 5    survived.  They were healthy.  We went up there and hunted
 6    them.  We had 2,000 of them stay on this island, and every
 7    last one of them died.
 8              And they said they couldn't -- one of the things
 9    that they said was there was something, an element missing
10    in their food chain on the island.  That just happens
11    quirky in nature, I guess.  But it's pretty suspicious
12    when a lot of already believe the DEW line is already
13    cancer causing this and that through our community that a
14    lot of the people believed over the years anyway, you
15    know.  And then to have this happen in the year's time --
16              It was fun when they was here, everybody was
17    happy, caribou on the road, people go out and shoot them,
18    and then winter start coming along, they started dying.
19    They were, like, getting weak.  They were still eating.
20    They were -- this island had been unfit for caribou pretty
21    much.  They were in hog heaven just chowing down.  Because
22    of our community on this island, you know, we hunt the
23    animals, so if they come on the island they are clipped.
24    But this time there was just so many, everybody just let
25    them be and they all died, every last one of them.
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 1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.
 2                    MR. KENT SIMS:  But that main herd, the
 3    18,000 remaining, they went back after they left the
 4    mountains up there, but we went up there after these ones
 5    down here were dying, drive through them, you know, and
 6    get up there, they were running around, jumping, healthy,
 7    you know.
 8              There is more to this pollution than not just
 9    the oil industry.  Also the Air Force government and the
10    government itself, like over in Point Hope where they --
11    where they -- the radiation studies and things like that
12    on our people.  And a lot of these things -- you know,
13    they weren't burning books in the Pentagon not too long
14    ago for nothing, you know.  There is studies that they did
15    on the people that they don't want out.
16              Okay.  That's all I have to say.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.
18                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon.  I have a
19    question.  You have a -- do you have a -- what do you call
20    it -- I'm not very knowledgeable on this, but you got the
21    State and then you got the federal government.
22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
23                    MR. SAM GORDON:  You got the boundary line
24    here.  How far off or how -- who has the authority to
25    control whatever goes on in that -- within that zone?  How
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 1    do they communicate with you guys as far as who has the
 2    power of command to say this is what's going to happen?
 3    In that case, if you don't -- is there any way we can have
 4    at least about 15-, $20 billion contingency fund so we can
 5    do our things locally and statewide while all you guys are
 6    trying to put things together?  Because if that happened
 7    before and it happened again, and it sure in the hell
 8    will happen again.  Give a 10- or $15,000,000,000
 9    contingency fund where we can be compensated for these
10    mistakes, because I know it's going to happen, and it will
11    happen.
12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  On your point about the
13    contingency fund, that's a point well taken.  That's the
14    first time we have heard that in the two weeks where we
15    have been going around.
16                    MR. SAM GORDON:  It takes a hell of a lot
17    of time for the State and the federal government to get
18    together and try to figure things out.  By that time you
19    have already destroyed a whole culture, not only here, but
20    in Canada.  And I wonder how they work.  Do you guys work
21    with them?
22                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  With respect to the
23    continental shelf from the shore to three miles out it's
24    within the State jurisdiction, and from three miles
25    seaward out to the economic zone limit is the federal
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 1    jurisdiction, which is called the Outer Continental Shelf.
 2    And that's the federal jurisdiction.
 3              In about the 30 plus years that I know about, I
 4    think there has only been one or two cases where there has
 5    been proposals for development in the -- in the State
 6    waters.  And the only offshore development in all of
 7    Alaska in Alaska waters is the Northstar development.  And
 8    there is another one by Pioneer not too far from Nuiqsut
 9    that's going on now.  And I think there was a couple
10    others in previous years.
11              We keep track of what they do and we do -- they
12    have -- in the case of the Northstar development, there is
13    extensive coordination because it ended up -- or the
14    proposal was to do directional drilling from the State
15    water development of Northstar into the Outer Continental
16    Shelf.  So we have extensive coordination on that.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  But also, Tim, what you
18    were talking about, the borders there, there are options.
19    Like, for example, it came up about a buffer zone.  In the
20    Chukchi, I believe, there is a 25-mile buffer zone that
21    came in through discussions like this that was up there.
22    And last night in Nuiqsut they were saying, look, why
23    don't you tell the big bosses above us that why is there
24    not a buffer zone in the Beaufort.  So we are taking that
25    message back.  And around Cross Island at one time there


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 64


 1    was a buffer zone, and they remembered that.  There was a
 2    buffer zone and then it wasn't.
 3              So that is some of the messages we have heard.
 4    So for the federal government boundary and the State,
 5    which is at three miles, there are ways where certain
 6    areas are not to be developed or leased.  And that's why
 7    we have meetings like this on areas that, okay, you could
 8    lease here, but maybe not here, and you shouldn't here.
 9    So that's why we have these comment periods, either
10    verbally or in writing, so if anything is offered for
11    lease, it's the areas where most people agree that it
12    might be the right place to do it.  So there is some
13    flexibility when people talk to us and give us ideas.
14                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I've got a question.
15    Have you -- just -- this is a general question, so please
16    jump in.  But for us to understand a little bit, there is
17    a lot of talk on the Chukchi side about the increase of
18    vessels passing back and forth close in and around the
19    coast there.  While we -- as Americans, while we focus on
20    American vessels, there is also Russian and Canadian
21    vessels, and whoever knows what else is visiting out
22    there.
23              Have you noticed any kind of an increase,
24    significant increase or -- and what kinds of ships are
25    you -- large?  Could you give us any flavoring so we
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 1    understand some of that what you have seen?  Thank you.
 2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
 3    Kayotuk, for the record.  I've seen big barges.  I've seen
 4    tourist ships, cruise ships.  I've seen sailboats, lots
 5    and lots of sailboats, different sizes of sailboats.
 6                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  In this past year or
 7    two?
 8                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Few years.  More
 9    and more sailboats increasing every year.  Canoers,
10    rafters or kayakers.
11                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Lots of more extreme
12    tourists in the last year or two.  They are just walking
13    in out of nowhere, boom.  I walked here from Timbuktu.
14    Hello.
15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Who is letting
16    these nuclear subs cruise around in our ocean out here?
17    Man, we almost had a catastrophe out here a couple of
18    years ago, I heard.  Who is letting these guys come into
19    our waters?
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  For U.S. subs, that
21    would be the Navy.  We are not the Navy.
22                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Who is telling
23    them they can come here and do this crap around here?  If
24    they had an accident around here, we are toast.
25                    MR. HARRY LORD:  It's worse.  The Navy has
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 1    sunk three Russian subs in the Russian sector, nuclear
 2    subs.  And they are still in the bottom of the ocean down
 3    there.
 4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Talk about cumulative
 5    effects.
 6                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  This is Inupiat
 7    land right here.  I don't know how the State managed to
 8    own it or the federal government.  Who -- I don't
 9    understand that.
10                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  What other kinds of
11    vessels have you noticed in traffic out there?  Anything
12    else that you wanted to add to that?
13                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Barges, some
14    barges.
15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  The Queen Mary hasn't
16    shown up, I trust.
17                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Never seen no Russian
18    flags or nothing going by.
19                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Surely you've seen
20    Canadian barges or vessels.
21                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  This is other
22    than what he had, so if you are still discussing that, I
23    can wait.  I wanted to go back.  Sam had mentioned
24    something about Canada with the border there and if you
25    guys communicate between them.  Our -- since we are so
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 1    close to the Canadian border and our currents are very
 2    strong from that way, if you come and go along our beach
 3    coast and even up some of the rivers and creeks, there is
 4    driftwood from trees and stuff, and we don't have that
 5    here.  So that all comes from the MacKenzie Delta River.
 6              So if there is ever a catastrophe either on the
 7    Canadian side or our side as far as with oil and stuff
 8    like that, is there some kind of agreement between the
 9    U.S. and the Canadian government to protect the people on
10    both sides?  We have family that live over there on the
11    Canadian side.  Sometimes we hear about the seismic work
12    that's going on over there.  And last summer I think they
13    found whales that were beached up on their side and more
14    likely from seismic work that was being done over there.
15              There has to be some kind of agreement between,
16    I believe, between the U.S. Government and Canada to
17    protect the coastal people.
18                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  To answer that question,
19    one of my jobs back in Washington, D.C. is there is lots
20    of committees that deal with the Arctic, including
21    transportation; also represent BOEMRE at Arctic Council.
22    There is six working groups.  One has to do with emergency
23    preparation and emergency response to oil spills.  And the
24    Arctic Council is made up of eight Arctic nations,
25    obviously including Canada.  So there is work in general
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 1    kind of in a broad policy level to coordinate on those
 2    kinds of activities.
 3              One of the most interesting things was after the
 4    oil spill, a representative of the Coast Guard came and
 5    spoke to a group called the Arctic Policy Group that meets
 6    at the State Department that's representative from all the
 7    20-plus federal agencies that have interest in the Arctic.
 8    And he presented about a one-page description of -- it was
 9    basically to have the U.S. advocate for more specific
10    coordination on emergency preparedness and response for
11    oil spills.
12              And basically it's a lesson learned from the
13    Gulf spill that we have got that issue, but we also have
14    to be concerned about the Arctic.  And so he was moving
15    that forward.  He brought that forward, I would say, in
16    August.
17              And it takes a while to work through the working
18    groups of the Arctic Council and get up -- the Arctic
19    Council, made up of foreign ministers and the Secretary of
20    State, only meet twice a year.  But at least there is
21    things being put in motion to try to do things on a very
22    practical level.
23              So the answer is there is some mechanisms in
24    place to -- and in motion to respond to that concern that
25    you bring up.
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 1              And related to that a little more indirectly is
 2    there is a conference that's been held.  I think this year
 3    was the third year -- it was in -- excuse me.  It was in
 4    December of 2010 with Alaska and Canada about Beaufort Sea
 5    issues, joint issues, everything from leasing activities
 6    to environmental issues and resource estimates and the
 7    whole gamut.  And it's only an every other year basis, but
 8    at least it's a forum where the interested parties try to
 9    meet and discuss those issues, so --
10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Is that like U.S.
11    government and Canadian government to -- more local --
12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  The lead agencies were
13    the BOEMRE on our side and the counterpart agency on the
14    Canadian side, but there is many other agencies that have
15    kind of an interest in a piece of the pie.  I would say
16    there were probably 200 people attending that conference.
17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Would there have
18    been someone local from our area?
19                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That was the biggest
20    thing that I noticed was I didn't notice -- I've got to
21    say I didn't notice any Natives at any of the sessions.
22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  That needs to
23    change.
24                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That was the biggest
25    thing I noticed that was sort of a glaring omission, you
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 1    know.  It's like, where are the people representing
 2    Tuktoyaktuk and Kaktovik.  And that's a point well taken.
 3    I'll jot that one down so that in the planning for the
 4    next meeting --
 5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  If you do come up
 6    with -- this village will insist that they have a
 7    representative that will represent Kaktovik because North
 8    Slope Borough will try to be the main person, and they
 9    always look out for their own area.
10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  You are on the borderline
11    here and have got the most serious impacts.  I'll make a
12    note of that and --
13                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Make sure you
14    insist.
15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  It will be probably in
16    December of 2012 when that comes up.  The next meeting
17    will probably be in Anchorage and we will work -- there is
18    kind of big planning committees and all this kind of
19    thing, but we will try to definitely make sure you have at
20    least one, if not more.
21                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  Make sure we
22    insist that happen, not just from you.
23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Here, not in
24    Anchorage.
25                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  You want to have the
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 1    meeting here?  Okay.  Well 200 people, I don't know.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  We're turning
 3    into a free-for-all, and Mary has to try to type.  But
 4    before we move on to another question, Carla, you said
 5    something I don't want to lose.  Then we will get to
 6    everybody else.  The beached whales, was that in Canada?
 7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yes.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Did they call wildlife
 9    and fisheries or anybody?
10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I don't remember.
11    I think it was via Facebook, someone said something about
12    they saw -- no.  People traveling back from Canada in the
13    summertime said they saw one beached there.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If you could find
15    anything on Facebook or the Internet, if you could send us
16    any of that information, that would be available valuable
17    to have.  Anything you can find, please it send to us.
18              Kent, you had your hand up first.
19                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I just wanted to say, they
20    were talking about pollution in the air quality earlier,
21    and it ain't bad up here.  We can see it and we notice it
22    but, boy, when I travel south to your country, holy
23    smokes, you are the ones living in really bad situations.
24    And you wonder why your health is as bad -- all of us are
25    having bad health, I think, all over the world, a lot of
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 1    this stuff.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So we can stay here
 3    longer with you?
 4                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yes.  It's worldwide.
 5    It's not just here.  It's your air you are breathing, too,
 6    in your country.  You know, the smog is notorious in some
 7    of the other places.  I don't see how it's just -- you can
 8    really notice it even going to Fairbanks.
 9                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  There was a
10    television series on the oil industry about 18, 20 years
11    ago.  And the last program I was watching, this professor
12    or Dr. Suzuki, he said in 50 years we were going to see
13    climate change.  That's about 20 -- less than 20 years
14    ago.  And this guy came here a couple of years ago.  He
15    was actually here, and I got to meet him.  And I asked him
16    if he would like to say something about this 50-year
17    prediction.  And he said we were going to see.  I told him
18    it's only been about 18 years and we already have -- we
19    already can see a climate change.
20              We have more people up here that's going to say
21    we have got another 25 years or ten years before this ice
22    is all gone.
23                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  I wanted to point
24    out about the smog.  This is George Kaleak, for the
25    record.  We are, in a sense, less fortunate because down
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 1    there where they live, the trees pick up all the
 2    impurities and versus here, the cold climate, all the smog
 3    and the impurities drop.  And I just want to point that
 4    out.  That's why you see the yellow -- yellowness in the
 5    snow, and that's from all the pollutants that come off the
 6    vehicles, the turbines, the gases.
 7              I mean, I notice that, too.  And you can see it
 8    even go by.  And I just want to point that out and make it
 9    clear that you have trees with leaves that pick up all the
10    impurities that stick onto the trees versus here it just
11    drops onto the snow and in our waters.
12                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Harry Lord.  I'd request
13    you guys get on the Internet and look into Wikipedia and
14    the definition of agnotology, which is the scientific
15    study of culturally induced ignorance.  So the impacts of
16    Apartheid education has completely deluded the minds of
17    all humanity to the point where they don't even understand
18    what our basic natural human rights really are.
19              In the definition of agnotology, you will notice
20    that they cover undersea plate tectonics that got
21    completely blacked out for purely geostrategic
22    consideration and acts of security for undersea warfare.
23    So we are being maintained at a level of ignorance that is
24    truly a crime against humanity.
25              On your response to Mr. Gordon on boundaries and
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 1    jurisdictions, the 1790 Nootka Accord was an international
 2    agreement between the United States, Russia, England, and
 3    Spain where you all surrendered and agreed never to assert
 4    any colonial claims of sovereignty to the northwest of
 5    North America.  And here you all are, all powerful and
 6    almighty.
 7              This is a legal brief that's going to represent
 8    the legal destruction of the state of Alaska.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.
10    Carla.
11                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I just wanted to
12    say before I leave that I'm not only concerned about oil
13    spill, air pollution and noise pollution, but also -- I
14    don't know what word to use -- how it's going to look,
15    the -- the --
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The aesthetics?
17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah, the
18    aesthetics of offshore development.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The viewscape.
20                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah.  I know you
21    hear about that down states, they don't want it off of
22    their coast because they are concerned about how it's
23    going to look.  It's going to deter people from coming
24    into their area.  Well, the same thing is going to happen
25    to us, too.
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 1              I go out camping along the coast.  We're already
 2    impacted by Point Thompson, which is just a throw over.
 3    We go out there to camp to get away.  I know to you this
 4    might be away right here in the village, but it's not for
 5    us.  It's noisy here, so we go out camping to get out in
 6    the quiet.
 7              And what do we have?  We have an oil field over
 8    there, gas exploration, high power pressure gas oil field
 9    that we have to listen to.  Every summer we have to listen
10    to the boats going by, the barges and the seismic work
11    that they are doing.  They say it doesn't make much noise,
12    but that's not true.  We can hear it.
13              And with stuff going out in the ocean, they are
14    going to have planes and choppers every day.  That's going
15    to impact not us camping, but I'm concerned about our
16    wildlife, the caribou that migrate along the coast.  All
17    their travel is going to be right along the coast, and
18    that's where the caribou migrate from.  And that's going
19    to impact us in a very negative way because that's where
20    we hunt.  We hunt along the coast.
21              And if the route changes for the caribou, you
22    know, we are not like how it used to be long ago where we
23    can -- we can travel with them, move up inland.  We are
24    blocked because of where ANWR is, because of the Alaska
25    Native Land Claims Settlement Act that had to happen
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 1    because they wanted to drill in Prudhoe Bay.  So we are
 2    locked.  We are landlocked.
 3              So my mom grew up where she traveled and
 4    followed the animals.  I mean, it's not that long ago.  I
 5    mean, down states people think that's like years and years
 6    and years ago that that happened, but my mom grew up doing
 7    that.  She didn't learn how to cook because she was out
 8    hunting until she was very old.  When she married my dad,
 9    that's when she learned how to cook.  And she was 20-some
10    years old because she was always out on the land hunting
11    following her dad because she was one of the older
12    siblings.
13              And I do not want to see that change for our
14    community.  It has changed some, but I don't want to see
15    any more negative changes happen.  And I strongly believe
16    that if offshore oil development, even onshore
17    development, that's going to happen and our community will
18    never be the same again.  Our traditions and our culture
19    will change.  And I know change happens.  Culture changes,
20    traditions change, but I think it's going to be a very
21    negative impact on us.
22                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sir, you have been
23    raising your hand off and on.  You.
24                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  Me?  Lee Kayotuk, for
25    the record.  On your baseline studies, I think they should
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 1    be more careful of what they do because all the -- the
 2    polar bears and the seals that we have are affected now
 3    because of all the collars and everything they do.  All
 4    these studies on sea mammals, the people that studies are
 5    killing them off because of the collars that they have on
 6    the polar bears; they are too tight and they leave them on
 7    for probably three months or less, but that's a long time.
 8              Most of our polar bears here now are slowly
 9    dying out because of starvation, and -- and everything
10    else that goes on like trapping and stuff like that.  We
11    are getting more and more trappers along the coast and
12    different vessels, barges, barges that are moving heavy
13    equipment and all that kind of things are happening more
14    and more in that ocean that we don't know about.
15              Even air traffic is pretty high, too, because we
16    are getting all kinds of planes that we don't even know
17    about, private planes and other aircrafts in the area that
18    we don't know.  Someone say, whose plane is that?  We
19    don't know whose plane it is.  Like the Twin Otters that
20    come over from Prudhoe Bay area and stuff like that.
21              And things are going to change more because
22    Prudhoe Bay is drying up.  They are going to move --
23    everything is going to be moved around within the next
24    probably 20 years that something is going to happen, and
25    we are going to be all surrounded by oil if everything --


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 78


 1    if ANWR opens up, we are going to be -- we will be
 2    surrounded.
 3              That's all I got to say.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Kent.
 5                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  That brings up
 6    an interesting point.  You know, we got a lot of
 7    photographers coming over here watching polar bears and,
 8    you know, that's their life, some of them.  And they watch
 9    the polar bears pretty darn close.  And one of the things
10    they have been saying is we got entities coming in doing
11    polar bear studies saying their thesis for their study was
12    polar bears are dying on land, but they are over here
13    munching off our whale, you know, extra.  So what do they
14    do?  They move them somewhere else to show that their
15    studies, yeah, they do instead are starving on the land,
16    you know.
17              That was one of their concerns, you know, of
18    people that are out there just watching the polar bears
19    that come to Barter Island.  Besides Churchill in Canada,
20    this is like one of the biggest congregations of polar
21    bears; used to be, is Barter Island.  That was just -- I
22    just wanted to throw that in there.  You have got to have
23    responsible studying, too.  And sometimes some of that
24    studies that is going out there, their intent ain't always
25    that honorable on what they are trying to -- results they


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 79


 1    are trying to achieve.
 2              I worked in a lab in Prudhoe Bay before, and
 3    even your results are all suggestive, you know.  It's not
 4    rocket science on a lot of that.  Maybe if you had
 5    billion-dollar equipment, you might get the exact specific
 6    gravity or content of water that's going down the pipeline
 7    or something, but what it all goes down to procedure and
 8    who is doing the -- are you doing the same exact sampling
 9    each time?  Your result can always be changed compared to
10    what's behind you and what result you are trying to look
11    for, you know.  That's an example of what happened.
12              They were trying to get a result, and they
13    pretty much put it on the polar bears.  And right after
14    that, that was one of the things a lot of people around
15    here noticed was we have a lot less bears right after they
16    did that.  They probably died over where they brought them
17    to.  We don't know.  That's one of the things we believe
18    happened.
19                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  George Kaleak,
20    Sr.  On the same note, you know, the tranquilizing of them
21    in their attempts to put the collars is bad timing, also
22    is where they don't tell us -- and I've asked numerous
23    times how many polar bears have you killed during -- while
24    you tranquilize them because they are drowning.  And they
25    won't give that to you.


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 80


 1              And the second part of the ice and the climate
 2    change, the ice has gone out for over ten years.  Over 200
 3    miles every year there is not an iceberg out here.  And
 4    that's where the polar bears mainly hunt for the seals
 5    that live -- and they hunt off the ice.  They use that as
 6    camouflage.  And recently there was polar bear sightings
 7    in the Yukon River at Fort Yukon, and that's close to
 8    Fairbanks.  And these polar bears are trying to find
 9    other -- other means of food.  And I mean, it's getting --
10    it's getting to be where -- I mean, they are dying.
11                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Not all of it is climate
12    change.  A lot of it is just overstudy and harassment
13    by -- I mean, there is a lot of interest and there is a
14    lot of funding for it because people want to know, but if
15    you don't go at it in a responsible way, you end up
16    killing them.  You know, you overdo it.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So responsible science
18    is a good way to phrase it.
19                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yeah.
20                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford, for
21    the record.  Regarding emergency preparedness and, God
22    forbid, if an oil spill would occur, I find it a conflict
23    of interest for Shell to be having on-site vessels ready
24    for the cleanup, mainly because they can make more money
25    off the cleanup than the drilling itself.  It should be a
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 1    totally different entity who will be out there.  This is
 2    my concern.
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I think
 4    people are getting tired.  But we are still here.
 5                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Are they still tagging
 6    the sea animals?
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, they are tagging
 8    the whales, right?
 9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an ongoing study
10    that tags bowhead whales.  And in the last I think it's
11    four or five years, there has been 35 bowhead whales
12    tagged with radio tags where they keep track of them with
13    satellites.
14                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  You are messing around
15    with our food chain when you do that.  The food don't
16    taste right when you have things that are implanted into
17    the animals.  They don't taste right.  I've tried the
18    fish.  It changed.  It's like rotten taste.  Why do they
19    tag them anyway?  Why do they have to do that?  It's, I
20    mean, all over the state, even in the lakes.
21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, the Beaufort, of
22    course, are only in the sea.
23                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Well, they tagged some
24    fish up in the Schrader Lake where we go camping, the fish
25    in the lake.
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 1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic cisco
 2    study I know about, and that was fish in the Colville
 3    River and --
 4                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  This is lake trout.
 5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That one I don't know
 6    about.  I don't think BOEMRE would be involved with
 7    that.
 8                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  It's an ongoing thing.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The reason why they're
10    tagging the whales is so we know where they migrate so if
11    decisions are made to lease, they would not put an area
12    for lease up where there would be migrations.  It's like
13    some of the whaling captains took GPS with them so we
14    could see where they all hunted.  In an area where there
15    is lots of hunting, there would be not a good place to
16    have a lease.  So working with the whaling captains we did
17    that.  But by tracking the whales and seeing where they
18    migrate, which matches a lot of the traditional knowledge,
19    we know, okay, there is an area where they swim that
20    wouldn't be a good place to have a lease, so that gets
21    factored into the discussions and the decisions.
22                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford.
23    Regarding the studies with the whale migration of whales,
24    you have to go back to all organisms, not just the whales.
25    I mean, there may be other things out there that who knows
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 1    are out there at different times of the year.  You have to
 2    go back to studying every organism.  And there are many
 3    undiscovered organisms out there that you may be killing
 4    off.  You don't know that.  What are these baseline
 5    studies going to do?  It's just going to cause more
 6    invasiveness to the environment and the wildlife.
 7              Thank you.
 8                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I'm out of here.  I want
 9    to thank you guys into talking me into coming over.  I
10    appreciate it.
11                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Can they stop the
12    tagging of any animals, any -- our food?  I mean --
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can take that message
14    forward.  I mean, I don't know what decision would be
15    made, but --
16                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Well, if they don't do
17    it, tell them to put it on what you are eating in the
18    stores and have you try the food with what they are
19    putting on our food.  Let them put those collars on the
20    animals that you eat and you see how they taste.
21    Tranquilize them and put them on and see how they are.
22    That's just a waste of food.  Dog food for us if they have
23    tags on them.
24                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon, for the
25    record.  I have been working on the pipeline and wherever
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 1    the oil field goes all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico.
 2    And it's where the people like us that need the job
 3    development on and offshore, if there were to become a --
 4    what am I trying to say -- a national emergency, you know,
 5    we have to develop -- we have to find more -- what's
 6    happening now in Libya, because like what happened in
 7    Libya, that caused a chain reaction, right?
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
 9                    MR. SAM GORDON:  And then these guys over
10    there, they are kind of scare feelings even to think about
11    it.  But it is shutting the oil off to some places.
12    Right?  What if that caused a chain reaction?  I mean, I'm
13    thinking about our future generation.  The generation now
14    we are going to have to start getting oil.  Is there a
15    point where we all have to work together to get the oil
16    out?  And I'm trying to think of the positive side of it
17    wherever can work together to make this thing happen.
18              But then on the other side I'm thinking, geez,
19    there is 35 billion cubic feet of oil and 79 trillion
20    cubic feet of gas and 99,000 acres in the coastal plain.
21    It says exactly what land is private property.  I looked
22    it up in the dictionary, private property.
23              I mean, I'm scratching my head.  And it says the
24    federal -- well, the development will happen only if
25    Congress approves it.  That's the way I look at it.
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 1    That's the wording.  But it didn't say, well, the
 2    President can veto it.  There is nothing in that phrase
 3    that says whether or not the President can veto it.  Who
 4    do we look for?  Do we go to the world council to set the
 5    record straight?
 6              If you guys can't figure it out, the violation
 7    of human rights, of our rights, and you got the Alaska
 8    Native Lands Claims Settlement Act and the
 9    Self-Determination Act.  You've got all these Acts.  I
10    would have thought that the Alaska Native Land Claims
11    Settlement Act --
12              You know, we got kids around here that, you
13    know, you say go out and get an education, but there is a
14    whole -- many how many million kids down there that's got
15    this education and has about 20-, 30-, 40-, 50-, $60,000
16    bills and there is no jobs for them?  And at the same time
17    the federal government is saying, hey, there is an owl
18    over here at this two-and-a-half million acres of the
19    timber they could cut; but that's like saying you can get
20    an education, but you won't have a -- you don't have a
21    future in it because the federal government won't let you
22    work; because why?  The land is locked up.
23              Isn't there a way that the oil -- if you can't
24    drill and develop ANWR land, like I want you to, at least
25    compensate me.  Ten- 15-, 20-, $30,000,000,000.  Well,
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 1    those guys over there on the other side of the hemisphere
 2    are going to make you think real fast.  And these people
 3    down in the states, some of those poor people, I just feel
 4    sorry for them sometimes.  What in the hell are we going
 5    to do if a storm comes out and the oil quits flowing
 6    around here -- I mean, on the other side.
 7              What's that, 25 percent of the domestic oil
 8    comes from the Mideast.  Like what if -- we got a lot of
 9    kids that has the expertise.  The environmentalists and
10    the conservationists and the federal government and the
11    State government and the local government, we all can work
12    together to make this thing happen rather than going blah,
13    blah, blah and shooting each other, we can work sitting
14    around the table and plan something out for our children.
15    Otherwise it will cost, you know, a chain reaction where
16    you get how many trillion dollars of education is going
17    out to the kids and they have no place to go to work.
18    That's the other side of it, you know.
19              We can develop offshore, we can develop onshore,
20    we can develop anywhere, as long as we all get to the
21    table together and plan things out in a very good way that
22    make our kids, our future generation, happy.  At least
23    they got a cause to go out and -- a very good cause to go
24    out -- and educate themselves.
25                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.
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 1                    MR. SAM GORDON:  We all have to learn to
 2    sit down and communicate, to work, and then make the other
 3    hemisphere proud of us or jealous of us.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you, Sam.
 5                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford.  I
 6    believe that, like I said, everything about oil
 7    development processes is destructive.  I start to wonder
 8    what is nondestructive, and that is water.  We should get
 9    out of this oil economy and go into a humus economy.  I
10    mean, they are calling it blue gold.  It's more expensive
11    than oil nowadays because you can't find any good resource
12    of water.
13                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Going back to
14    permitting or selling your leases, I think that -- that if
15    it's going to happen, that it should be only sold to the
16    industries that can afford the best of the best, not to
17    any things that are just out there just to be out there.
18    We had one company that came through that just doesn't
19    seem like they really have their act together.  They don't
20    come with a lot of people.
21              And even the ones that seem like they can afford
22    it, they come to the scoping meetings just to get it off
23    their checklist.  They don't come prepared with the people
24    that can answer our questions.  That's very frustrating.
25    We have a lot of people that come through here and we have
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 1    to give up our time, come say the exact same stuff over
 2    and over, listen to the same stuff because it's their time
 3    to come around.  Six months we have got to go to another
 4    scoping meeting or whatever.
 5              And we have different oil companies and industry
 6    that come through, so we have to -- if we want to make
 7    sure we are in the record and be heard opposing this, we
 8    have to show up to every meeting.  Yet we take the time to
 9    go and we ask these questions, and they don't have the
10    people there that can answer them.  They say oh, we will
11    get back to you.  Sometimes they do, oftentimes they
12    don't.  And they are unable to answer questions.
13              We are not just concerned with the now of their
14    now project.  We are concerned about how is this going to
15    affect us when you are actually doing the drilling.  And
16    they refuse to answer questions like that saying we are
17    not that far along in our scope of planning yet.  Baloney
18    sauce.  We know we have their plan of scope done already,
19    but they won't answer those questions for us.  And I think
20    that if they are going to come here, that it's being
21    required in their permitting that they come with everybody
22    that can answer every question that we have.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.
24                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  The organization
25    here is to try and accommodate the oil industry to get
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 1    their permits and so on.  But is there any -- are they
 2    going to generate any figures on the amount of pollution
 3    that this will create?  If you are talking 25- to
 4    27,000,000,000 barrels of offshore oil, somehow the
 5    American public should be aware if we burn that much oil,
 6    what it's going to do to our climate or atmosphere.  I'd
 7    like to see that entered into the equation, not just
 8    drill, baby, drill and the oil companies make more money
 9    and we have to suffer the effects.
10              That is going to affect the air quality, the
11    climate and so on.  Nobody is taking that into
12    consideration.
13              Another thing I'd like to see some penalties for
14    violations that will have some effect on the industry that
15    hasn't happened.  Say if they violate the environmental
16    rules, they don't do business here.  And that could
17    happen.  Maybe they will be a little more concerned, but
18    they just pay the penalties and carry on.  So it hasn't
19    happened yet to where any of the industry has paid a
20    penalty that has an effect on their --
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's being discussed
22    right now, and very, very perceptive.  It's got to hurt.
23                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Yeah.  Like say if
24    all you people -- you lost your retirement because you are
25    involved in this activity that was adverse.  You would
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 1    probably be a little more concerned and it would affect
 2    you.  What you are doing is something that affects us.
 3    You guys can go on home and go back to D.C. or wherever
 4    you are from if there is a spill, but we are here.  And I
 5    just say it's got to be something that they will be very
 6    careful.  They will never do business in the United States
 7    again.  Some of these are foreign corporations.
 8              So I just wondered how does that benefit even
 9    the United States when they make a profit.  I don't see it
10    coming to the United States.  The State of Alaska is not
11    getting anything from this.  Shell Oil is a foreign
12    corporation, so they say we need it for the oil for the
13    country to run.  But it just goes into an international
14    market and we are going to pay the same prices anyways.
15              So it doesn't really affect or benefit us or
16    maybe not even the American public.  We are just getting
17    the bad effects of it, the potential for catastrophe, an
18    oil spill that completely stopped what we are doing or our
19    cultural activities, our animals, our marine life.  That's
20    what we will have the effect of.  The oil industry will
21    just write it off on their taxes if we have a spill and go
22    on to somewhere else.  We need to change.  We better get
23    to something else.
24                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  When they are
25    also -- when they have to come out and do -- industry has
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 1    to come out and do their scoping, it would be nice if they
 2    could do their reports or their -- their stuff in everyday
 3    language that we can understand.  We don't have a lot of
 4    professional people here that can help us.  We are not
 5    like Barrow where they have their scientists and all of
 6    the other people that they have on hand, lawyers and
 7    stuff.
 8              We often come by ourselves just trying to --
 9    very often we get the material maybe the same day as the
10    meeting and stuff that's this thick that we have to read
11    through or show up, you know.  We show up to the meetings
12    and try to ask our questions, try to -- try to sound like
13    we know what we are talking about and everything.  And it
14    would be nice if the stuff came out sooner to the -- to
15    the people so we can read it and be prepared for the
16    meetings.  I don't know if that's stuff that you guys can
17    maybe be required in their permitting or when you do the
18    lease sales.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can carry the
20    recommendation forward.  I don't know what authority we
21    would have to make them do it, but we speak with them and
22    we can pass that on.  We can pass that on because that's
23    in their best interest to talk to folks.  I mean,
24    that's what they should do in notice.
25                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Require a certain amount
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 1    of advance notice.
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
 3                    MR. SAM GORDON:  My alarm clock just went
 4    off.  Hang on.  You guys look like you are bloodshot.  You
 5    look like you just came out of the bar.  Better go home
 6    and get some rest.  See you guys.  Welcome to Barter
 7    Island.  Take care.  Make sure you know which way to go
 8    home.
 9                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I just wanted -- a
10    question here because this is kind of neat.  We have got a
11    father and a daughter back here.  It's pretty important
12    for a daughter to -- what do you think about this meeting
13    tonight?
14                    MS. ABI FRY:  Abi Fry, F-R-Y.  Well, one
15    thing, I think it would help the community and in another
16    way it would kind of affect the community in other ways,
17    because oil can help us and get us gas so we can use our
18    cars, but then it also can affect our whaling and culture.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's really good at
20    her age.  She picked it right up.  Sometimes the simplest
21    truth is the simplest truth.
22                    MR. HARRY LORD:  You replied to Robert,
23    you know, that if they are noncompliant they must feel
24    some kind of pain.  Now, if I was responsible for the
25    crimes of Prudhoe Bay, I would be guaranteed at least 50
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 1    years in the electric chair at a minimum.  And I guess
 2    that's good humorous note for me to depart on.  Thank you
 3    all for coming.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Nice meeting you, Harry.
 5    Thank you.
 6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Is that still with the
 7    electricity on?
 8                    MR. HARRY LORD:  They would probably tune
 9    it down and revive it back and then resentence me.
10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I just want to be clear
11    whether it's sitting in the chair or --
12                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I'd like to advise Mary
13    that legal brief was prepared by me who was Alaska's
14    statehood child.  The State of Alaska and I turned 52 on
15    the 3rd of January, and I can honestly claim I was born
16    with the blues because statehood was a fascist criminal
17    contrivement straight out of [indiscernible].  One love.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All of our meetings have
19    been very interesting.  Everybody has been very candid.
20    We have learned a lot.  And one thing I've noticed, people
21    can differ, but they are still good people.  It's a very
22    good discussion.  So -- anything else you want to say?
23                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Yes.  I would like
24    to thank you all for coming here and holding this hearing.
25    It's very beneficial to our community in that our voices
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 1    are heard, even though we have said many of this
 2    repeatedly.  So I'd just like to thank you all for coming
 3    and holding this.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are very welcome.
 5                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  Will you guys be coming
 6    back with some kind of info or --
 7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yes.  To explain our
 8    processes, we are at the very front end of this process
 9    related to the five-year plan and the draft environmental
10    impact statement.  You know what happened tonight.  We got
11    your comments.  We will fold this in and that information
12    from all your comments, all the comments we have collected
13    on the coastal communities.  And we will have a meeting in
14    Anchorage on Friday night.  And then with that
15    information, we will draft -- or prepare a draft
16    environmental impact statement.
17              At that time we will have to figure out what the
18    alternatives are, if there is lease sales.  As Jim pointed
19    out at the beginning of the meeting, there might be no
20    lease sales proposed in the Chukchi and the Beaufort or
21    there might be one or two, you know, some kind of
22    combination.  And then the draft environmental impact
23    statement would analyze the alternatives.  And then we
24    would come back probably in the fall after whaling season
25    to have another round of public meetings.  So that would
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 1    be the next time we come back as part of this process.
 2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Carla, for your benefit,
 3    we will do our best to give you as much advance notice as
 4    we can.
 5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But then after that,
 6    then -- in fact, Argonne, who is represented here by Rob
 7    McWhorter, is -- well, they will be preparing the draft
 8    environmental impact statement.  We take all the comments
 9    off of that to go to a final environmental impact
10    statement.  And then the information from that ultimately
11    gets to the Secretary of the Interior, who is the
12    decisionmaker.
13              So that's -- we are at the very front end of
14    this kind of big, long drawn out process.  But the
15    schedule is to have a decision made by July 1st of 2012.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anyone else?  We are not
17    going to leave until you do.
18                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  I know the oil industry
19    is pretty tough on us now because we are on an island and
20    we are surrounded by water.  There is no roads out of
21    here.  And our high cost of living up here is really high.
22    And our airfare is like 8-, $900 just for a ticket to
23    Fairbanks and back.  That's with no hotel, no food or
24    nothing.  That's just your ticket alone.
25              And we can't get no -- anything shipped up here


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 96


 1    unless there is a road.  Like refrigerators, trucks,
 2    something that's -- that is bulky we can't get like
 3    Prudhoe Bay does or Barrow or Nuiqsut.  We don't have that
 4    kind of access to any kind of a cheaper way of getting our
 5    supplies into Kaktovik other than barge, which only comes
 6    once a year.  But the airlines would come maybe -- if they
 7    have a load, if Everett would come here, we have a load,
 8    it may be six months to a year before they even come to
 9    our village.
10              But the hardest part is for living up in our
11    village, the cost of living.  And we just can't get any --
12    like if we get a truck motor or something, we have to wait
13    for a barge or -- like all our appliances and stuff like
14    that is really bad up here for us because it's too high
15    for freight.  Our cost is just too high.  And like other
16    villages, they got it easy; they can get it every other
17    day.  But that's how we live.  We have to survive off our
18    land in order to get our food supply in order to -- we
19    can't just -- a lot of other Elders and people that live
20    here can't just live off the store-bought meat that we
21    get.  We have to go out there and get our gas, our shells
22    and all that kind of stuff in order for us to go hunt for
23    our village to provide food for the next year.  And it's
24    tough.
25              That's all I have.
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 1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lee.  Anyone
 2    else want to end, or did Lee get the last word in?
 3                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  Carla always has
 4    the last word.
 5                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Bring a message
 6    to the Ken Salazar that we need -- we need help with our
 7    transportation.  We have no bypass mail like the rest of
 8    Alaska.  We don't have it.  So we are -- we are hurting.
 9    All our stuff has to -- if it can't -- if it needs to be
10    frozen, it has to be freighted.  Freight is $2-something a
11    pound.  The bulky stuff, only one airline is bringing that
12    in now, and they are charging three-something a pound for
13    that.  The big airlines will not even accept any bulky
14    mail or freight.
15              Like he was saying, Everett's Air, they won't
16    take it now so we are stuck with having to go to Frontier
17    and paying the three-something a pound for the bulky.  My
18    mom just got a stove, and she paid over $400, close to
19    $500 just for the freight for the stove, which is just
20    about as much what she paid for the stove.  So it's --
21    it's ridiculous.  And maybe he can do something for us.  I
22    don't know.  But we do need that.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
24                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I know that has
25    nothing to do with your minerals management, but you are
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 1    going back that way, so maybe you can put a bug in
 2    someone's ear.
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Why not?
 4                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  And who is with State
 5    of Alaska?
 6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No one.
 7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  They are
 8    different.  These guys are federal here.
 9                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question.
10    When you do your baseline studies, we don't want to get
11    it -- like, from Shell when they do their own, they keep
12    their own information.  Will you be requiring them to hire
13    a second party, an independent --
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  To verify it?
15                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  That way we
16    can know that and then they can share the information.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That has come up before,
18    and what we have recommended to Shell a lot is that if
19    they want people to believe their information, they need
20    to get it published in the peer review literature.  That
21    will be the independent third party.  So I mean, you are
22    right, there is some suspicion that if it's generated by
23    the company, is it 100 percent -- can we believe it.  And
24    a lot of times you can believe the information, but there
25    is always a little doubt.  So we have told them, yes, it's
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 1    nice to have their reports, but they need to get it into
 2    the literature, in the journals where independent
 3    scientists go through and they check it out.
 4              So that was a good observation.
 5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So you guys are the
 6    ones that are doing the sharing studies, MMS?  Are you
 7    guys part of that?
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Which study?
 9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Subsistence sharing?
10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.
11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yes, there is a -- I was
12    going to say MMS -- but BOEMRE because I think it started
13    under MMS.  It's kind of ongoing, yes.
14              Going back to your point there about the studies
15    by industry, Bob Sudyam in Barrow Monday night brought up
16    that very point.  And what he was saying is they put
17    out -- they publish the conclusions, but they don't
18    provide or share the background data which scientists like
19    himself or anybody else can look at to verify.  Well, you
20    have got a conclusion.  How did you get to that
21    conclusion?  And you have got to look at the data to see
22    that.  How did you interpret it.
23              And that's what Jim is saying is that you have
24    to have what's known in the scientific -- western
25    scientific community as peer review.  So it's a very good
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 1    point, and we will do our best to try to change the
 2    system.
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  We have been
 4    recommending it, and they need to do that for their own
 5    good.
 6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Not just Shell, but
 7    all the others.
 8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yeah, not just Shell,
 9    right, yeah.  This is across the board with industry.
10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  All the way to the
11    fish and -- yeah.  Because our fish is -- when you fish,
12    sometimes we find some fish with sores on them when we
13    took our fish net, and I -- we have mentioned that to
14    North Slope Borough, and we let the other -- let some
15    people come, like, from the university, let them know that
16    in our fish net we find some fish that are not healthy.
17    And we try to get those checked, but we don't get any --
18    any results or any findings of what caused it or why it
19    was so that they were ill or --
20                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Those things would be
21    pretty scary, I think, to see that.
22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The lesions.
23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  Because I've
24    gotten in my fish net when I've fished, I got like two,
25    three, four fish that had that kind of sore.  And we send
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 1    it to Barrow and then we report it to the people that were
 2    doing fish studies.  When we catch another one, we try to
 3    give it to people that we know that will take the -- the
 4    fish and then do some kind of study or whatever.  But we
 5    don't ever hear what they have to say or --
 6              And I know University of Fairbanks been coming
 7    here five years, maybe ten years every summer doing fish
 8    studies.  They catch and release and take the fish, you
 9    know, and measure the fish, and we don't ever hear what
10    they have to say.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They should get back to
12    you.  It's your fish.
13                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And we ask them to
14    and it's --
15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  My guess is that might be
16    State Department of Fish & Game.  I think they are the
17    most likely agency to be active in that.
18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  All right.  Thank
19    you.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  If there is
21    no other --
22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Just that we
23    oppose offshore.  Don't want you to sell any more leases.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you all.  Thank
25    you all for coming.  It's been a late night.  We
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 1    appreciate it.
 2               (Proceedings adjourned at 9:50 p.m.)
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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  Good evening.


 3  Thank you for coming tonight on this snowy night.  Before


 4  we start, though, I would ask, Ida, would you please honor


 5  us with a blessing.


 6             (Blessing given by Ida Angasan.)


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very


 8  much.  Again, good evening.  My name is Jim Kendall.  I


 9  was here a couple years ago as a visitor of the Alaska


10  office, but right now I'm the Acting Director of the


11  office for all of Alaska.


12            Up until January 1st I was in D.C. where I was


13  in charge of the assessments and all the science.  Well,


14  under the new Administration, we have President Obama, Ken


15  Salazar as the Secretary of Interior, and then Michael


16  Bromwich, who is our new director, asked me that because


17  you are a scientist and you appreciate science and you


18  have spoken to me before about the need to use traditional


19  knowledge, he asked me to come up to Alaska for two,


20  three, four months -- I don't know how long -- and see if


21  I can start some discussions even better than we had


22  before.


23            And I'm going to say a few things that are a


24  little bit different.  This is really kind of a new day,


25  so we are doing things very differently.
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 1            Now, what this meeting is about is about a


 2  potential new five-year plan.  Before the Secretary can


 3  offer anything for lease, it has to be mentioned in the


 4  five-year plan.  Well, the current five-year plan goes


 5  from 2007 to 2012.  And Secretary Ken Salazar is taking a


 6  very cautious approach to the Arctic.  He's very concerned


 7  and he's listening.  That's why he's canceled the


 8  remaining lease sales in the Arctic for this five-year


 9  plan.  That's from 2007 to 2012.


10            Now we are putting together a plan for 2012 to


11  2017.  And usually when we have a plan like this, even in


12  these early stages, there is some idea on, okay, we are


13  going to propose X number of lease sales in these areas.


14            Well, we are not doing that this time.  There is


15  nothing on the books.  There could be one sale in the


16  Beaufort, one in the Chukchi.  There could be one in one


17  and not in the other, or there could be none.  So he


18  wanted us to come up here and, before we start the


19  environmental impact statement, have a clean slate and ask


20  people what they think and what they are concerned about


21  because he said we have made no decisions.  We want to


22  have more openness, more transparency.  He wants science


23  used more.  He also wants traditional knowledge


24  incorporated into the documents, which is very important.


25            I've had a little -- not a lot of experience
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 1  with traditional knowledge in other places in the world,


 2  but sometimes a Western scientist does something, and then


 3  they have to go to traditional knowledge to see if we got


 4  it right.  So some of us are starting to understand how


 5  important it is.


 6            Now, this five-year plan is required under the


 7  National Environmental Policy Act.  Because we are going


 8  to have this five-year plan on the OCS Lands Act, that's a


 9  major federal action.  That kicks in the National


10  Environmental Policy Act which says we have to do an EIS


11  before we do anything.  So this is the very, very


12  beginning.


13            And some of the things we have heard in Nuiqsut


14  and Kotzebue, Wainwright, and Barrow is that people are


15  concerned, number one, that they have a seat at the table.


16  Okay.  This is your backyard, your garden.  You need to be


17  there.  They are very concerned that if there would be,


18  heaven forbid, an oil spill, can it be cleaned up.  Okay.


19  They want to know is the community going to benefit from


20  this in any way.  Is there going to be some type of


21  revenue sharing?


22            If something were to allow to occur, how do we


23  make sure there is absolutely no impact to subsistence way


24  of life?  We cannot allow that.  The hunts must continue.


25  People must be provided by the ocean, the garden.  That
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 1  cannot be interrupted.


 2            There has been also issues with all the boat


 3  traffic that's coming in.  With the shrinking of the ice,


 4  we hear that there could be more ship traffic, not only


 5  for oil and gas, but from other countries trying to take a


 6  sneaky path across the north.  Well, that makes noise and


 7  there is more traffic.  How do we work that into the


 8  equation.


 9            And so those are the kind of things we are


10  starting to hear.  And we are trying to record all of that


11  so this information is considered in our environmental


12  documents and the concerns are passed from us, the worker


13  bee level, up to the decisionmakers.  So they are very,


14  very serious about that, and I'm real serious about that


15  myself when the director asked me to come there.  I asked


16  him, can I go to these meetings.


17            Usually the Regional Director does not come to


18  the scoping meetings.  He said, no, Jim, you are going to


19  the scoping meetings.  I said, great.  I was up here one


20  time as a guest and got to speak to some of you, and I


21  really enjoyed it.


22            So I've got my team here who I would like to


23  introduce, starting with Steve Textoris.  Where are you


24  from?


25                  MR. TEXTORIS: I'm living in Washington,
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 1  D.C. and I'm the Leasing Acting Chief there.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Rob?


 3                  MR. ROB MCWHORTER: Rob McWhorter.  I work


 4  for Argonne National Laboratory.  Argonne is helping the


 5  Bureau with their national environmental impact statement.


 6                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Tim Holder.  I'm based in


 7  Washington, D.C. with the Bureau, and I coordinate with


 8  our Alaska office on NEPA documents.  I always have to


 9  throw in here I lived in Anchorage for 19 years and I


10  lived in Nome for six years, both below the Arctic Circle.


11                  MR. MIKE HALLER: I'm Michael Haller.  I'm


12  the community liaison with the Alaska Region.  And the


13  first time I was here was immediately after the blizzard


14  about six years ago, and then a few months later we


15  brought Operation Santa Claus up to -- I hope Santa Claus


16  has been better to you since then.  Thank you.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And this is Mary.  Mary


18  is busy.  She's our most important member of the team so


19  we get all of the comments so that we can put them


20  together and send them up.  And then Mike.


21                  MR. ROUTHIER: I'm Mike Routhier.  I work


22  on NEPA documents from the Anchorage office.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: A couple of things we


24  would like to ask that -- we want everyone to speak, and


25  you can tell us anything you want, please.  We want to
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 1  hear it all.  We heard some very interesting things last


 2  night that I'm not going to repeat, but that's important.


 3  We needed to have that.  Please state your name so that we


 4  can get that in the record.  That would be great.


 5            And also, this is something about me personally.


 6  I am very hard of hearing.  I'm deaf in my left ear.  I'm


 7  partially deaf here.  So what I am going to do is I'm


 8  going to sit there.  And even though Mary is taking all


 9  the notes I'm going to, for myself, grab the main concepts


10  while I'm listening.  I'm not a good listener, so I've got


11  to focus on that.  And I want to ask Tim to run the


12  meeting and get people to talk and that kind of stuff.  I


13  don't want to insult anybody by sitting down and not


14  saying any more than this, but I don't hear well, and if


15  someone is talking, I want to make sure that I'm focused


16  on the meeting.


17            And anything is fair game.  You know, what do


18  you think about a potential lease sale.  You may not like


19  it.  We want to hear it.  If you are for it, tell us.  If


20  you have concerns, tell us.  Even if I've said what we


21  have heard and you feel the same way, tell us again.  We


22  have no problem going back to our bosses, the


23  decisionmakers, and say we heard this five times in five


24  different locations.  I don't have a problem with that at


25  all.  Whether or not it's a concern about oil spills,
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 1  concern about cleaning it up, revenue sharing, impact to


 2  subsistence hunting and whaling, tell us what you think.


 3  We are going in a listening mode.


 4            It's sort of a new day.  We have got nothing


 5  planned.  And one of the options is there could be no


 6  lease sale.  The last four were canceled.  No decisions


 7  have been made about the next one.  And so we are here.


 8  We are all ears.  I've got one ear.  We are all recording


 9  everything.  And we would really like this to be a good


10  meeting.  Last night's meeting went for three hours in


11  Nuiqsut, and we had a great discussion.  No one held back.


12            So Tim.


13                  MR. TIM HOLDER: All right.  We are


14  opening the floor here to comments.  So whoever wants to


15  go first.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: One other warning here.


17  If I see the conversation start to die, I'm a frustrated


18  teacher, and you know what happens when a teacher is


19  teaching and nobody asks questions; he starts calling on


20  people, you know.  So you know, we really want people to


21  tell us.  I don't care.  We had some interesting


22  discussions at the door.  So when I see a lull in the


23  discussions, I may jump up and start asking people what


24  they think.  So please don't be shy.


25            Who is going to start before I start asking
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 1  questions?


 2                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Carla Sims


 3  Kayotuk, for the record.  I oppose any and all offshore


 4  oil exploration or development and really oppose you guys


 5  selling or leasing any more, selling any more lease sales


 6  out there.  But I realize that things do happen, and if it


 7  does happen, I think some things need to happen before as


 8  far as like -- because of the climate changes and all


 9  that's coming up, the ice really changing, having more


10  winds and all of that, I think we need new baseline


11  studies before anything can go forward.  They have done


12  baseline studies before, but I think things have changed


13  drastically since then.  So before anything can happen, I


14  think new baseline studies need to happen.


15            Also I would like for us to have a buffer zone


16  around our area all along the coast.  Our community is


17  strictly coastal hunting in the summertimes because we are


18  in the ANWR area situation, and so -- and our rivers are


19  shallow for our boats to go up, so we hunt along the


20  coast.  That's where we harvest our caribou and our geese


21  and ducks and stuff like that.  Seals are very important


22  to us.  Fishing.  And if anything ever should happen bad


23  out there on the ocean, it's going to devastate us.  And


24  so I think we really need a very good buffer zone around


25  our area.
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 1            I've heard that there is good buffer zones


 2  around some of the other communities along the coast, and


 3  for some reason our community was left out of the buffer


 4  zone stuff.  So that's one of my concerns for now.


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Carla.  In


 6  fact, last night we heard a lot about the buffer zone, how


 7  come there's buffer zones in the Chukchi and not in the


 8  Beaufort.  So I'm glad we are hearing that again.  Thank


 9  you.


10                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Next?


11                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: Marie Rexford,


12  resident.  I oppose offshore, also.  I have been saying


13  that for a number of years and still you come back with


14  same old hearing after hearing and hearing.  So what --


15  what -- what's going to change?


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  We have


17  heard that as well last night that we keep coming back.


18  And I guess the short answer is, with the new


19  Administration, they keep asking us the same questions and


20  they ask us to come back and talk with the communities to


21  see what they say and think.  And they are listening.  The


22  last four lease sales were canceled.  And now this whole


23  new program is set up that they are not even putting


24  anything on the books yet and they are waiting till they


25  talk with you before they talk about anything else.
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 1            So we understand this is a burden and we keep


 2  coming back, but people are starting to listen.  And at


 3  least we're here to listen and take notes and take it


 4  back.  And so thank you for giving us the time.


 5                  MR. MIKE HALLER: And I'd add one other


 6  thing, too.  There is an acknowledgment now of global


 7  warming and the impact in the Arctic, so that is one of


 8  the differences.  So you have noticed things.  Very


 9  specifically you have examples, and we would invite you to


10  share that if that seems appropriate in your thoughts, as


11  well, please.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We heard something


13  interesting today.  We were talking to a gentleman that


14  said that they take the snowmachines out and there are


15  certain areas out there where you can't go because the ice


16  is very thin because there is currents underneath, and


17  those are the kind of things we need to know.  I mean,


18  maybe our oceanographers doing these studies don't know


19  that.  So if that's traditional knowledge that people


20  have, we need to use it better, beginning to understand.


21                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: My name is Ida Angasan.


22  Speaking of threatened animals and stuff, I hear this -- I


23  have been hearing this for the past month or so.  Every


24  morning I read this about threatened polar bears,


25  threatened or extinct seals, threatened or extinct oogruks
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 1  and all of our mammals out in the ocean.  What is it --


 2  you know, we live off the land and the ocean.  And many of


 3  you live off the store-bought bread, eggs, lettuce and


 4  tomatoes.  We hunt for our foods.


 5            We live the way we live because, you know, we


 6  were put on this earth on the North Slope as a harsh kind


 7  of environment.  We live through it because our Elders,


 8  our ancestors, they were very wise to understand how they


 9  could survive the harsh lands of the North Slope.  They


10  hunted.  They fished.  They went to the mountains.  They


11  walked everywhere and whatnot.  Maybe somebody had a boat


12  in the summertime or not, but they went from one migration


13  to the next with the caribou, the sheep, the -- and in the


14  ocean, the fish, the oogruks, the seals and the whales.


15  What am I forgetting?  The beluga and our walruses.


16            Yeah, we get a walrus once in a great while, you


17  know.  And we were fortunate to have four of the beluga


18  came in this summer.


19            But, you know, it's our environment.  And the


20  government is trying to say this is becoming extinct.  I


21  think we should have them quit hunting it.  I don't think


22  that's -- it's -- not I don't think -- I know it's not


23  right.


24            We are the Native people of the North Slope.


25  Along the course -- I mean, along the coastline of all of
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 1  Alaska, you will see all different kinds of Natives.  We


 2  all live on the coast or in -- you know, on the shores of


 3  the lakes because we survive that way.


 4            Thank you.


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


 6  That's very good to know, and you are correct.  I mean,


 7  you are citizens of the United States, and you are


 8  citizens of Alaska, and this is your community.  And so we


 9  need to know that.  We need to hear that.  We need to take


10  that message back.  I know there is others that have


11  things to say.  Yes, ma'am.


12                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: On the baseline


13  studies, what do you do?


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: What do we do in terms


15  of the government?


16                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: Yeah.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Not a very good job at


18  getting the information out.  We found that out in some of


19  our other meetings, that our little agency alone has spent


20  $300,000,000 on research and 400 reports, and USGS is


21  doing work and NOAA, and it seems like that information is


22  not being tied together and getting it out to the people


23  that should know what it is and tell us if it's done the


24  right way.


25                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: What do you do, I
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 1  mean?


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We do -- for the studies


 3  we do physical oceanography, we study the whales, we


 4  monitor bowhead whales from the air for almost 30 years.


 5  There is whales out there that are swimming around that


 6  have tags on them so that we know they go to Canada and


 7  they come back and they go to the east.  We have done


 8  studies on Arctic cisco.  We do all these studies, but


 9  they end up on the shelves.  They are not getting out.


10                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: Why do you have to do


11  the same thing again and again if you can get the


12  knowledge from the Elders?


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a weak link.  We


14  need to work --


15                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: Maybe you are changing


16  our shoreline fisheries the way you are doing your


17  studies.  Maybe you are changing the ways of our food.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's very important to


19  hear for the traditional knowledge and the information


20  from the Elders.  You know, some of us now have been


21  converted to know how important that is.  Scientists


22  before me, they were all in the laboratory looking at


23  their numbers, and they spent no time living with the


24  communities.  They don't talk with people.


25            We had a nice lady last night, Marjorie; she was
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 1  a senior Elder and she gave the blessing.  And she told us


 2  how she grew up and what she had seen.  That's invaluable.


 3  That information we need to work into our process.  And so


 4  you are right.  We need to listen.  We need to get that


 5  information and make sure that's considered.  And people


 6  now that are working with this are very sincere and they


 7  want that information, respectfully.


 8                  MR. HARRY LORD: My name is Harry Lord.


 9  And in 1968, our people objected to the development of


10  Prudhoe Bay to the point of filing a class action against


11  the Secretary of the Interior in the name of Edwardson v.


12  Morton.  Our experience was an experience of injustice.


13  And the injustice is, in fact, a crime against all


14  humanity because the negative results of that litigation


15  led to the extinguishment of our aboriginal rights and the


16  removal of all legal protections for those rights.


17            In 1977, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic


18  Slope held an Elders conference to lay out the supreme law


19  of the land as well as the high sea.  And the supreme law


20  of the land as issued by our Elders at that conference was


21  no offshore development, period.  And that is customary


22  traditional Inuit social law.  From time immemorial we


23  have had this inherent sovereignty with immunity, and it's


24  been completely ignored.


25            So we need to revisit this injustice of how your
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 1  carbon development in the Arctic, specifically the


 2  international crime scene Prudhoe Bay, Alaska.


 3            You all never had any title here in the Arctic.


 4  There was a court case in 1971, U.S. v. Escamilla, which


 5  was a homicide case in which the Fourth Circuit Court of


 6  Appeals established in a legal determination that the


 7  United States had no recognized means of law enforcement


 8  in the Arctic.  U.S. v. Escamilla.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  She's got


10  it.


11                  MR. HARRY LORD: And so we have a grave


12  injustice that needs servicing.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  I knew you


14  were going to speak.  I encouraged you.


15                  MR. HARRY LORD: And so the most profound


16  statement I've ever heard was Nelson Mandela when he


17  addressed his countrymen for the very first time after he


18  was released from prison.  And the very first thing he


19  denounced was the educational policies of Apartheid as


20  truly a crime against humanity, and that has been the very


21  best academia has allowed into a society is a brain dead


22  education on arrival.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


24                  MR. HARRY LORD: I'll yield.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You can speak more than
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 1  once.  I mean, really.  Anyone else before I play teacher?


 2                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Bruce Inglangasak.


 3  Air quality is pretty much one of the things that nobody


 4  is saying anything about.  Everybody knows that carbon


 5  monoxide kills.  For 30 years you have been pumping this


 6  crap into our system here.  And we have the highest rate


 7  of upper respiratory sickness because of carbon monoxide.


 8  And it's speeding up the process of global warming.


 9                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: I'm glad you


10  brought the air quality part.  Just recently -- and I


11  don't travel towards the west very much on the Slope


12  towards Barrow just because of the cost and everything.


13  But recently I went through there, and I was appalled at


14  what I saw just -- we were coming in for a landing, and it


15  was just yellow and I'm, like, what is all that?


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Where was this?


17                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: This was over in


18  Prudhoe Bay.  We were coming in for a landing in Prudhoe


19  Bay.  And it's just all yellow over on this one side, and


20  I'm, like, what is that?  I said, they can't be having a


21  sand storm.  That's too yellow for a sand storm.  And I


22  started looking and thinking, well, maybe it's the way the


23  sun is shining or something.  I'm, like, no, that's not


24  what it is.


25            And then come to realize that it's, like, smog
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 1  that's there.  It's the smoke and stuff from -- from


 2  their -- whatever they do over there and everything.  But


 3  I was just appalled at how much -- how yellow it was,


 4  how -- it was just like a yellow fog type kind of a thing,


 5  smog.


 6            And the last few days here I have been seeing


 7  how, when we have the west wind, I can see it way out on


 8  the ocean.  You can just see that yellow haze floating by.


 9  And it just seems like I have been noticing it more and


10  more.


11            But I was really appalled at what I saw.  And


12  this was about -- we came home at the end of -- the first


13  of February.  And it was just -- just awful.  And I


14  sure -- if they are going to do development and stuff like


15  that, then I think, because we are in the Arctic or


16  anywhere else, it should be above normal standards for


17  what the oil development people should have to follow.


18                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Bruce again.


19  These oil companies that are here, they have been flaring


20  for 30 years.  I think that's the biggest waste of energy


21  right there.  I mean, how many flaring they got going,


22  24/7, 365 days a year.  That's a lot of wasted energy


23  right there.  That could have been heating up a lot of


24  communities.  I mean, that's -- I think those people


25  should be paying for our hospital bills.  They brought
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 1  this upon us and our animals.  We shouldn't be going to


 2  hospital and paying our bills for getting treatment for


 3  pneumonia or something.  I mean, that's not fair, not fair


 4  to our people or our animals.


 5                  MR. KENT SIMS: Kent Sims.  You guys know


 6  I'm pretty much opposed to drilling oil anywhere, and a


 7  lot of it has to do with the environment, and it's a


 8  pretty negative energy, and the impact it's having on this


 9  world is devastating.  It's killing Mother Earth, and


10  people got to wake up and realize, you know, there is --


11  there is a lot of alternative energies out there, and we


12  can easily switch over, you know, with the people all


13  rising up together, you know.


14            Patent laws, for instance; there is a law to


15  that technology out there, but people control that


16  knowledge and they -- and there is a reason for it


17  because, you know, they -- they want that economic


18  leverage, you know.  They have power over someone.  And


19  the way I was raised when I was a children, you know, kid


20  growing up in this community, you shared everything, you


21  know, because you worked together to survive and live in


22  this community.  And that's our world.  It's our


23  community, the whole world, all of us.


24            I'm asking you guys, you know.  We know it.


25  It's time for you guys to wake up.  You are the brains of
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 1  the operation.  You are in our government.  Speak for us.


 2  You know it.  Follow your heart.  That's all I got to say.


 3            Thank you.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Kent.  For


 5  those that may not be aware, the bureau we work for not


 6  only does oil and gas, but recently we have been given the


 7  authority for alternative and renewable energy.  So we are


 8  working on the wind farms and things like that, as well.


 9  So very timely comments.  Thank you, Ken.


10                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Are they going to


11  do another five-year study to see if that wind generator


12  is viable, or are they going to put it up now?


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Right now they are


14  trying off of New England, the Cape Wind area.


15                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: What's Cape


16  whatever got to do with here?  Why can't they put it here?


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, it will be the


18  first -- it's taken them ten years for them to get this


19  far.  It will be the first one in the country to see if it


20  works offshore.  So they are going to test it for you,


21  although the environment here is very different.  But it's


22  a start.  It's a start.


23                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: You guys come to


24  us with a whole bunch of questions and stuff like this,


25  you tell us you are going to do this and that and you show
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 1  a little picture of some little rinky-dink toy that can


 2  scoop oil out of our ocean in the middle of ice, and now


 3  you come here and tell us they are going to do a study on


 4  the other side of the world to see if it's viable for


 5  here?  I don't get it.


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: No, not viable to see if


 7  it could work here.  To see if it will work anywhere.


 8                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: We are asking you.


 9  We need it here.  We need it now, not five years study


10  first and then do it.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So a study for renewable


12  energy in the Arctic.


13                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Not even studying


14  for many years.  We are telling you, go tell your guys we


15  need a wind generator over here now.  It will save a


16  million dollars for this community in one year.  Wait five


17  years, that's five million bucks.  I mean, we could use


18  that oil somewhere else.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


20                  MR. HARRY LORD: We need to pry loose the


21  sky cell technology that the Central Intelligence Agency


22  is hoarding from us.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Sky sale?


24                  MR. HARRY LORD: Cell, C-E-L-L.  Cell.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.
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 1                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Anybody else?  Pretty big


 2  crowd.  This is the biggest -- actually exceeds our crowd


 3  that we had in Barrow, a much bigger town.


 4                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: Ida Angasan.  Speaking


 5  of that yellowish brownish --


 6                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Carbon monoxide.


 7                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: Excuse me.  That


 8  yellowish brownish cloud that you see from over there, I


 9  know; I worked at Prudhoe Bay for years.  Every time --


10  they have tons and tons of trucks, some ice and, you know,


11  all these cars and trucks that they have, especially the


12  big semis, they turn those on; they leave those on day and


13  night, 24 hours a day during the winter, you know.  And


14  that is where you see all of that carbon monoxide from all


15  the trucks and whatever is -- you know, their generators


16  and everything else that they have over there.  You know,


17  there is a plug in for -- for that, too.


18            It's just like Bruce said, all that gas, it's


19  just wasting when you are leaving a truck on.  I mean,


20  this is for each camp.  How many camps are there in


21  Prudhoe Bay?  You know, that's -- you got to think of that


22  sometimes.


23            I know in big camps like ARCO, BP and Conoco --


24  not -- but Conoco, ARCO and BP -- no, I got that


25  backwards.  Conoco, BP and all those other places they
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 1  have over there, you know, they have got these trucks


 2  around there, around the buildings and then some where


 3  they have annexes, you know.  And then they also have


 4  those trucks then out of there.  And then you have the big


 5  semis that are in and out of there.  And they leave those


 6  on 24 hours a day.  I wonder how much gallons of gas they


 7  use in the 24 hours time.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a good -- that's


 9  a very good question.  Thank you.


10                  MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: Robert Thompson.


11  Okay.  I have a lot of concerns, and one, it's a lack of


12  baseline studies.  This was a problem in Prince William


13  Sound and the Sakhalin Islands where they have had spills.


14  Industry was able to argue that they don't know what was


15  there so they don't know what they had to compensate for.


16  They were able to successfully get the compensation


17  reduced because of no baseline studies.  So that's very


18  critical here.


19            The industry looks at this area as a great place


20  to do business.  There is very little business activity


21  going on that they have to compensate.  In the Gulf they


22  have multi-billions of dollars' worth of private


23  enterprise that they have to compensate.  Here in the


24  Arctic, there is very little actual business happening


25  other than our subsistence activities.  And they take the
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 1  attitude that they can just buy that off.  I think Shell


 2  had a fund for $20,000,000 to compensate for loss of


 3  whales.  We are not happy.  We don't agree with that at


 4  all.  This is our industry.  This is our economy and it


 5  doesn't have a price.


 6            So the baseline studies are important.  They


 7  were very haphazard before and I don't know if there is


 8  any one report you can call a baseline study.  Industry


 9  will say there's all kinds of studies that have been done


10  but baseline studies are what we need so we know what's


11  there without a doubt so there is no question about it.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Something to add to that


13  before you change topics.  Baseline was mentioned one


14  other time about the time the Secretary canceled the rest


15  of the sales in the current five-year program, he asked


16  the U.S. Geological Survey to collect all the information


17  on the Arctic and put it together into a report looking at


18  information gaps.  That report, we are told, will be out


19  in April, and that will help make -- will add into the


20  decision process of the Secretary on whether to have lease


21  sales or not.


22            USGS has gone to us to get information.  They


23  have gone to NOAA.  They have gone to all the agent sits.


24  We have not seen the report.  They are a science agency.


25  They don't manage things.  So to make sure it's squeaky
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 1  clean and aboveboard, we have not seen it and we won't see


 2  it until everyone else sees it.  So that might help in


 3  terms of the questions of what studies have been done,


 4  what's the baseline, and it should identify where the gaps


 5  are.  And so that should be coming out in April.  I wish I


 6  knew more, but -- we gave them all our reports, but they


 7  won't tell us anything.  They want to keep it pure.  So


 8  that should help.


 9                  MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: Also I'm concerned


10  about the effects of dispersants.  BOEMRE I believe did


11  some recent studies, reports on this.  And according to


12  their reports in the Arctic, it's probably no more than 10


13  percent effective.  And there is no studies on long-term


14  effects of what's happening.  What's happening in the Gulf


15  could happen here, but worse.  We got colder weather.


16            And I don't know if there is any studies related


17  to oil breakdown in the Arctic or dispersant breakdown and


18  what effects it will have on the marine life.  That should


19  be done before these are -- before the leases happen so


20  that the oil companies can't just say that just makes it


21  go away.  And that's what they did here is they told us


22  the dispersant just makes the oil go away.  It's no longer


23  a problem.  We are finding out that that's not the truth.


24            We want to have the truth.  We don't want to get


25  lied to.  We've had Shell Oil come here and Minerals
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 1  Management lie to us right in this room, and we are tired


 2  of it.


 3            We have no Coast Guard here.  Coast Guard is


 4  supposed to monitor the oil spill activities.  They don't


 5  have a presence here.  They don't have the capacity.  They


 6  admit it.  They don't have icebreakers.  They do not have


 7  the capacity to monitor the oil industry.  Pete Sleaby


 8  from Shell says we don't need them.  We don't do the


 9  cleanup anyway.  I guess he implies that they should do it


10  on the honor system, but I'm not ready to give Shell Oil


11  the consideration of doing things on an honor system.


12  The.


13            The Coast Guard is hired to monitor the


14  activities, and we demand that that happen.  That's


15  actually the law.  Otherwise just say it's not needed.


16  But all indications are that that's who is responsible for


17  oil activities.  And the industry itself has no capacity


18  to operate in Arctic ice.  They don't have ice icebreakers


19  If you look out on the ocean as you came to the runway


20  here, you can see what's happened just in the last few


21  days.  I don't know if any ship is going to be running


22  around in there.  Even if they were to have icebreakers,


23  some of that ice is on the bottom.  I don't think the


24  icebreakers can even travel in those conditions.


25            Okay.  The industry was allowed to say what
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 1  their worst-case scenario for an oil spill was, and they


 2  chose to do it for August when there is water.  Okay.


 3  They should not be the one to say when they have to make a


 4  plan for cleanup.  It should be as it's frozen, being the


 5  first of October.  By using August, they are able to fool


 6  the public into thinking they have some capacity, which


 7  even then they had limited capacity.


 8            In regard to that, they should have satellite


 9  data for wave activity.  There is a lot of times when they


10  will not be able to operate with their cleaning operation.


11  This has happened off Norway where not even a drop was


12  cleaned up on a very large offshore oil spill.  22-foot


13  waves and nothing was cleaned up.  We have those


14  conditions here.  That should be public knowledge, how


15  much of the time they can do cleanup during the open ice


16  time.  They go into broken ice conditions and allude to


17  some capacity, but the question is how can they clean up


18  oil under the ice.


19            BOEMRE itself said if this were to happen, most


20  likely we would just have to let it spill until the


21  following season.  That's not acceptable.  I don't know


22  how they came up with that that they could do that to us.


23  This becomes environmental justice issue.  This is an


24  issue that affects us.  We don't get any benefit from that


25  oil.  So if people in the United States want to drill,
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 1  they can do it offshore California, offshore Florida, off


 2  the East Coast of the United States.  If they want the


 3  oil, drill there first before they come here.


 4            Okay.  The air quality permits should be


 5  cumulative to include the onshore activities.  What's


 6  happened on the North Slope, air quality permits are bid


 7  for each lease sale leased, not considering other ones


 8  cumulatively.  That's why we've got the problem here.


 9  That happened for 30 years in the Prudhoe Bay area.  The


10  permits were given out but not collectively all together.


11  It might be okay this year for this small operation, but


12  all together it accumulates and we have the effects of it.


13            Another problem is on State leases, they don't


14  have people to monitor the permits, the air quality


15  permits and so on, but DEC has only two people to monitor


16  all the permits.  So in that regard on these permits,


17  there should be people there at all times to monitor the


18  conditions.  I found out that Shell has no nonShell people


19  on board their drilling ships.  To me that's not


20  acceptable.  There should be somebody to monitor the


21  activity to make sure they are in compliance.  They did


22  not have that up to this point.  I don't know if that


23  continues, but to me that's not acceptable.  There again,


24  it's an honor system for the industry.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a very good
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 1  point.  Because of what happened in the Gulf there was


 2  only 56 inspectors.  They are going up to probably 200.


 3  And up in the Arctic, if there were to be drilling, there


 4  would be an inspector on the drill ship 24/7.


 5                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: How many?


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I know at least one,


 7  maybe two because of the 12-hour shifts.  Do you know


 8  offhand?  Two?  Two, at least.


 9                  MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: Okay.  I'd like to


10  see baseline health studies on our health.  If we are


11  affected by health -- and I've heard the industry say


12  people in Nuiqsut, they're just smoking these cigarettes.


13  That's not acceptable.  If they are going to be in this


14  area putting out pollution into the atmosphere, they have


15  got to know what our health is.


16            And another thing I believe everybody should


17  learn from the Gulf spill is about spill response


18  capacity.  They had 3,700 boats operating on that spill.


19  We don't have that many boats, and I don't think they can


20  get them here and they can't operate in the winter.  So we


21  don't have any spill response capacity.


22            The industry talks about a robust plan.  They


23  tell the public, oh, we are really concerned.  I think


24  they have five boats.  Well, that doesn't quite get it.


25  And then they tell people that this is an exploratory well
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 1  like it's not a concern.  The Deepwater Horizon was an


 2  exploratory well.  The public should know these things.


 3  Don't just listen to the industry.  And our government


 4  should tell us also the risks on this.  We shouldn't have


 5  to listen to the oil industry tell us how great they are.


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We heard that last night


 7  that on a very bad day on the Arctic, people out there are


 8  going to be more worried about saving their own lives than


 9  cleaning up oil.  We heard that last night.


10                  MR. THOMPSON: There are 16 endangered and


11  threatened species, and there are probably going to be


12  three more listed.  So these should be addressed, not have


13  lawsuits try and change the law or having the Republican


14  Administration trying to do away with the Environmental


15  Protection Agency.  The laws are there to protect us, and


16  we need to have those regulations in place and be


17  followed, not the people that are -- who knows how they


18  are related to the oil industry trying to diminish the law


19  so that the industry can act.


20            We are tired of that.  That's happened here in


21  Alaska.  We have had 12 of our congress people and one


22  senator that were convicted of violations of this in


23  relation to this activity.  We are tired of it.  Those


24  people work for us, and they have got to take care of our


25  interests.
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 1                  MR. KENT SIMS: Kent Sims.  Adding onto


 2  these thing here --


 3                  MR. TIM HOLDER: I don't think -- are you


 4  done, Mr. Thompson?


 5                  MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: Go ahead.  I'll get


 6  some more.


 7                  MR. KENT SIMS: I just wanted to add on


 8  here.  You said worry about your own survival during an


 9  oil spill.  You know, in the Arctic, yeah, even in our own


10  homes sometimes we have to band together to survive, you


11  know, just regular living.  I just wanted to throw that in


12  there.  Not during a catastrophe, just bad weather -- if


13  you bring a catastrophe, we ain't going to able to help if


14  you got bad weather up here, help the oil industry if they


15  need it because a lot of times we are fighting for our own


16  survival.  And we are together, you know.  But --


17            That happened a few years ago.  We lost


18  electricity and most of the people had alternative -- you


19  know, they were used to camping and people were throwing


20  up tents in their house, throwing up Coleman stoves and


21  all kinds of gadgets that we have because we still go out


22  on the land and live off the land.  And if it wasn't for


23  that, there probably would have been dozens of people dead


24  in this village during that blizzard a few years ago.


25  It's just where we are from.  We live up here.
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 1                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Bruce Inglangasak.


 2  Revenue sharing.  We live here.  Where does most of this


 3  money go?


 4                  MR. TIM HOLDER: The answer is, from the


 5  Outer Continental Shelf, the revenues that come in from


 6  that for leasing and all the subsequent activities,


 7  rentals and so forth go into the Federal Treasury.  Now,


 8  there is a program that started about three -- two or


 9  three years ago called CIAP, Coastal Impact Assistance


10  Program.  It's $10,000,000 over four years, and it's


11  distributed according to a formula, basically who has the


12  most activity.  So Louisiana gets, by far, the largest


13  share by state, but Alaska gets a chunk of the money.  I


14  don't have the dollar -- the dollars, but --


15                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: This is our home


16  here, you know.  You pump this crap out of our land here


17  and some city on the other side of this country is getting


18  a whole big chunk of it, and we, the people here, get


19  pennies.


20                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Well, there is Outer


21  Continental Shelf activity for decades and nothing got


22  back to the states or communities.  So at least there is a


23  little bit.  But those are -- the decisions about that are


24  made by Congress.  And we can put this in the record


25  here.
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 1                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We will take the message


 2  forward.


 3                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Pass the message up.


 4                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: We live here.  We


 5  got to pay for -- we got to pay big money to pay for our


 6  heating bill, our lights and our food that you send up


 7  here, and we got to pay for it.  I mean, and we get chump


 8  change out of this revenue, so-called revenue sharing.  We


 9  are getting scraps from it.  Thirty years of this, and


10  look at our community here.  We finally got running water


11  just within our community after 30 years.  And Anchorage


12  had it, Juneau had it for 30 years.  So this revenue


13  sharing is going the wrong direction.  People that live


14  here should be getting it so we can pay for all these


15  goodies that you have.


16                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Carla Sims


17  Kayotuk.  I just wanted to say that I agree with Robert


18  that there needs to be more cumulative impact studies; not


19  just impact studies, but cumulative impact studies.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


21                  MR. HARRY LORD: That's a very good point,


22  Carla.


23                  MR. HARRY LORD: That's a very good point,


24  Carla.  Harry Lord, once again.  And I believe that a


25  quantitative assessment on the damage to our people's
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 1  culture and way of life has never been accomplished since


 2  the advent of Prudhoe Bay, and we have suffered miserably


 3  with the extinguishment of our rights.  And Prudhoe Bay


 4  was stolen from our people, taken criminally.


 5            It was a criminal expropriation, and we are


 6  entitled to triple the damages for such pernicious


 7  activity, for every barrel of oil that has been stolen


 8  from us.  We are entitled to triple damages.  The impact


 9  on our people has been that significant.  It's inexcusable


10  and unpardonable, that we were left to suffer this


11  injustice from then to now.


12            Hydrocarbon on the brain is known to be very


13  dangerous.  And that's precisely what's driving your


14  political economy over the cliff is hydrocarbon on the


15  brain.  I was once criticized for opposing development.


16  They said you are against drilling, aren't you?  I said,


17  no, no.  I'm all for drilling, but in the appropriate


18  region, like a transorbital lobotomy for hydrocarbon on


19  the brain.


20            I'll yield once again.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


22  Mr. Thompson.


23                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: I'm first.  Excuse me,


24  Robert.  I agree with Robert Thompson, too.  Ida Angasan.


25  When you said about the ice and the icebergs and
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 1  everything, especially when he's talking about coming up


 2  to Alaska in August to try out the oil spill materials and


 3  stuff and everything.  They have to come up here in the


 4  wintertime.  As you were coming in from out there, the


 5  icebergs, they are pushing against one another as it is


 6  right off this other island that we have.  There is ice


 7  out there that none of the ships or any kind of boats will


 8  be able to clean up anything because they will get crushed


 9  anyways, you know.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Is that the term, the


11  ivu?


12                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: Ivu, I-V-U.  Ivu.


13  That's how you spell it.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We saw that in Barrow


15  this week.  Impressive.


16                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: And it's right out here,


17  too.  It's been going that way for this whole year.  And


18  it's -- how are you going to -- how are they coming up


19  here with their boats and their ships and everything and


20  be able to get through this ice?  And they are always


21  saying, okay, we will come up and do an oil spill practice


22  or something.  You can't do it in the summertime or in


23  August.  You should come up here in the wintertime and see


24  what kind of progress the oil companies can make in


25  learning how to do the oil spill thing while it is
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 1  blizzarding out there.  Let them find out that when there


 2  is an oil spill.


 3            And I also oppose oil spill -- oil drilling in


 4  the ocean.  How are they going to able to see what they


 5  can do in an oil spill practice out there in the icebergs


 6  with the blizzards?  You can't see anything.


 7            Thank you.


 8                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Who is -- Mr. Thompson.


 9                  MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: Okay.  Okay.  About


10  the drilling, if it ever goes to that point, I talked to


11  Shell about this about why couldn't they drill a relief


12  well at the same time as they drill an exploratory well or


13  any well so they have a means of shutting it off.  We know


14  from a spill off of Australia and the Deepwater Horizon


15  that it takes about three months to get that relief well


16  in place, if they could get it to the site, which you may


17  not because, you know, if the spill were to happen first


18  of October and the relief ship is somewhere else and they


19  don't have icebreakers to move around and, according to


20  BOEMRE, you just have to let it go till next year.


21            Well, possibly it should be required that the


22  relief well be done at the same time as the well so there


23  is at least some chance of stopping it.  I know it would


24  be an extra expense, but it's very important to us.  And


25  that should be a requirement.  If they can't do it, if
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 1  they get that far along, then they shouldn't be drilling.


 2            I've always asked the question.  I've asked this


 3  to the CEO of Shell and I've asked it to the


 4  [indiscernible] Delegation, can oil be cleaned up in the


 5  Arctic Ocean, and nobody will answer that question.  And


 6  I'm saying -- then they might say to me in broken ice we


 7  can have some capacity.  I'm saying underneath the ice,


 8  when it's flowing out underneath the ice can it be cleaned


 9  up.  Until somebody answers that question -- if nobody can


10  answer it, then just say, hey, you are not going to do it.


11            They say, well, there is risks.  Well, it's not


12  a risk to the guys down in Anchorage or in D.C. or


13  anything.  It's a risk to us, us the people here.  And


14  they are not going to be concerned.  All of you people, if


15  we have a spill, you won't be up here.  You won't see it.


16  You're not going to be affected in D.C. or wherever you


17  are from, but we are here and affected.


18            The risks to the oil industry -- this is


19  probably really a great thing for them because they are


20  not going to have to pay off -- the risk is not to the


21  industry because they have sustained two large spills.


22  All they have got to do is raise the price of gas, and


23  they are doing it as we speak.  The price is going up.


24  Any problems with income, we are going to pay for it when


25  we -- we consume the product.
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 1            So we have got to get off of this product, this


 2  oil.  And they will say, so they can get what they want,


 3  now, we're running out.  We've got to do it.  We are not


 4  running out.  In North America there is more than 2,400


 5  years of oil that we know about.  The Alberta Tar Sands,


 6  more than two trillion barrels of energy.  On the North


 7  Slope of Alaska, the coal can keep the United States in


 8  fossil fuel for over 500 years in addition to the oil.


 9            So we're not running out, so we don't have to be


10  listening to that story as why we should continue and we


11  should be patriotic particular and endorse all of this.


12  We have got to change.  We have got to change.  This oil


13  is taking us down.  Our involvement in wars and activities


14  around the world, our economy is going down because of our


15  dependence on this oil.  We have got to change over to


16  alternative energy.


17            The money spent on the Gulf War could have


18  turned us over to alternative energy.  All the money we've


19  spent on that war for the last 20 years in that region and


20  ongoing expenses by this country to stabilize things,


21  that's directly related to oil, and it's taking our


22  country down.  We have got to change to something where we


23  don't spend all our resources on that.


24            That's my statement.


25                  MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.: Edward Rexford,
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 1  Senior, for the record, Acting Vice President for our


 2  tribal government here.  And all these years you probably


 3  hear us telling the same stories of our opposition to


 4  offshore oil and gas activities, even seismic work because


 5  we know that causes a lot of damage.  And still no studies


 6  have been done on what damage has been done under the


 7  seismic activity, per se, after it happens.  Is there some


 8  way scuba divers could be deployed to check what kind of


 9  damage is happening under there, you know, the food chain


10  system, all the invertebrates, clams, starfish, all that?


11  Nobody has done that kind of studies.


12            And all these years industry been drilling in


13  the Beaufort here with our objections to the activities


14  and disposing of drilling muds and cuttings off on the ice


15  and the waters.  And you know, we know that stuff contains


16  toxic chemicals.


17            Now, I just recently learned last year, it's


18  also considered a radioactive waste, and that hasn't been


19  brought to our attention by the industry.  And that's been


20  dumped into our ocean for years.  And it's just causing


21  the epidemic of cancers in the Arctic.  You know, these


22  kind of studies needs to be done and, you know, this is


23  serious.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's good.  We heard


25  about the effects of seismic on all the animals, not just
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 1  the whales.  We heard that in another meeting.  So thank


 2  you.  Even though Shell is -- withdrew their plan to drill


 3  this coming summer, they agree to take all the cuttings


 4  and the muds south, not to dispose of them.  Although they


 5  are not going to drill this coming year, the final plan


 6  was that they would take all the drill muds and take them


 7  south for disposal on land.  So --


 8                  MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.: And I bet


 9  pressure by the Whaling Commission brought that about


10  because the U.S. government was using a zero discharge


11  designation but, you know, it doesn't completely eliminate


12  the discharge of waste overboard, you know.


13            And I know there is two different distinctions,


14  one in Norway where it's a different system they have and,


15  you know, compared to the U.S.  And I think they have zero


16  harmful discharge which says they cannot discharge


17  anything overboard, but in the U.S. it's zero discharge,


18  but then you could discharge toxic waste overboard.  That


19  don't make sense.  So that's got to be rectified also if


20  offshore activity will happen here.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


22                  MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.: And if I think


23  of anything else, I'll add on a little later.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Please.  You are


25  welcome.
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 1                  MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.: Thank you.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


 3                  MR. TIM HOLDER: With respect to your


 4  point about the sound from seismic activities, about ten


 5  years ago and before, there was several years where MMS


 6  paid for studies related to seismic and effect on bowhead


 7  whales and how it deflected the bowhead whales.


 8  Dr. Richardson from LGL was the principal investigator on


 9  that.  And in fact, one time I was here at Kaktovik


10  before, he happened to be here to present the findings of


11  his study.


12            But the issue that you bring up of the effect of


13  seismic on other marine mammals and other --


14                  MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.: Not just


15  whales.


16                  MR. TIM HOLDER: -- down the food chain is


17  one that I've not heard before.  And I think we have our


18  studies program.  It's a national program, but we have our


19  Alaska part of it, and I think it's -- that's one thing


20  that we don't have to wait for anything to do with the


21  five-year program.  We can take -- that's a program that


22  gets funded annually and we can take those ideas back and


23  try to fit those into our program.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We have heard that twice


25  now at two different meetings.  Thank you.
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 1                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Nuiqsut.  And that's a


 2  whole -- everybody was so focused, I think, on the bowhead


 3  whale as the, you know, kind of the top of the food chain


 4  out there is the most concern, but there is other things


 5  going on.


 6                  MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.: The whole food


 7  chain system that hasn't been looked at after seismic


 8  activity passes through.


 9                  MR. TIM HOLDER: People in Nuiqsut brought


10  up even the effect on krill, did the krill get deflected


11  from where the whales feed.  So that's a very interesting


12  question.


13                  MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.: George Kaleak,


14  Senior, for the record.  I also am opposed and always will


15  be opposed to offshore oil development.  Also a whaling


16  captain, hunter.  I live -- I love to eat the sea mammal,


17  all the animals that we subsist on.  And going back to the


18  seismic activity, I also stated that I wanted not just in


19  a one mile or -- I wanted it broadened to -- you know,


20  it -- the sound can go over 50 miles, and whales can hear


21  it.  I wanted it broadened further to actually have people


22  on site seeing the effects that seismic activity does to


23  all the sea mammals.


24            And they couldn't give me an answer or they


25  couldn't -- they didn't even study that or nothing.  And
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 1  that's what I've always wanted to see, the effects that


 2  involves, I mean, because they don't know what -- what


 3  seismic activity does to all the -- all the sea mammal.


 4  They don't.


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We heard a similar


 6  comment like that, so that's the second time we have heard


 7  to look at the bigger picture.


 8                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: With people on site


 9  seeing the effects of what seismic activity does, not --


10  not the people that work for -- work for the seismic


11  activity that do the blasting, but maybe other entities


12  that study it and get the studies.


13                  MR. TIM HOLDER: We have some ongoing


14  studies with respect to the seismic and we have what's


15  called passive acoustic monitors going on.  So that's kind


16  of an ongoing -- obviously a big and ongoing issue.  So


17  point well taken.


18                  MR. GEORGE CRAIG: Because I told them I'd


19  much rather have these thumpers that they do on the ground


20  and invent some kind of thumper that will go to the ground


21  and thump seismic activity rather than blasting because


22  that's far worse than the thumping that we have seen here


23  before.


24                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Different technologies


25  rather than straight up seismic.
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 1                  MR. HARRY LORD: Can I add onto what he's


 2  speaking on the seismic activity?  There is new improved


 3  additional technology called Geomatic Promise.  And


 4  Geomatic Promise is satellite surface earth penetrating


 5  radar.  And they can assess from satellite, you know, all


 6  our mineral assets, all our deposits, you know, with


 7  precision and accuracy.  We don't have to go out and do no


 8  seismic blasting to determine what's there.  There is


 9  up-to-date technology that eliminates and makes seismic


10  tests obsolete.


11            So we need the -- to look at prying loose, you


12  know, this type of technology that's being hoarded once


13  again by the Central Intelligence Agency.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Harry.


15                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Let me jump in here for


16  a moment.  I wanted to mention because it was -- were


17  there any of the whaling captains that went to Barrow this


18  week to the commission meeting?  It was interesting.


19  Director Bromwich asked Dr. Kendall to go and attend and


20  take some part in that and make a few comments, so I


21  thought it would probably be important for you to maybe


22  highlight that a little bit with them, if that would not


23  put you on the spot.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Oh, sure.  Not a problem


25  whatsoever.
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 1                  MR. MIKE HALLER: I was just thinking


 2  about some of the things you've been talking about, and it


 3  was very much --


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Very similar to what we


 5  heard with the whaling captains at their convention.  They


 6  gave me 15 minutes to speak with them and to say that


 7  Mr. Bromwich, our director, is committed to listening to


 8  what the whaling captains had to say.  We had a special


 9  meeting with them because while we were in Wainwright and


10  Kotzebue, some of the whaling captains were in Barrow at


11  the convention, so we had to have two meetings at the same


12  time.  So we thanked the whaling captains for allowing us


13  to speak to them.


14            We are committed to making decisions, the


15  Secretary and the Director, based on the best information


16  on the best technology and using traditional knowledge.


17  And one of the things that came up such as about the


18  seismic is that, okay, some people say there are studies


19  done, but where is it.  So when we went back to the office


20  we said, they are right, that there were some studies that


21  had been done, but it's not accessible to the people that


22  should have it.  So what we are trying to do, at least on


23  our website at first, to get that information and make it


24  more available.


25            Some of the new technology you are speaking
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 1  about, you know, are probably out there but, again, the


 2  companies and the government doesn't make a good job of


 3  getting it to the people that need to know where it's at.


 4                  MR. HARRY LORD: I think we need to get me


 5  into Homeland Security to penetrate the veil because there


 6  is technology available, you know, that can make


 7  development infinitely safer, but it's not being


 8  disclosed, you know.  It's -- a lot of it is classified


 9  unnecessarily for national security.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So what I'm hearing you


11  say, interpreted my way, is that if there were to be


12  development, it would have to be responsible development


13  using the best technologies that are proven.  Is that what


14  I'm hearing?


15                  MR. HARRY LORD: Yes.  We need to look at,


16  you know, improving our methods, you know.  There is


17  technological advancements in electronics.  The Promise


18  software and the Geomatics; mating the Promise software


19  with Geomatics.  The powers that be have a clear vision,


20  you know, of what's exploitable in strategic minerals the


21  world over, you know, but none of that data is available


22  to the general public because it's a national security


23  secret.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Also it was pointed out


25  in Barrow by one of the scientists there; Dr. Robert
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 1  Suydam mentioned that there may be environmental


 2  information that the oil companies have that should be out


 3  there.  And so we are going to go back and work with them


 4  to make some of the information available if we can get


 5  them to release it.


 6            But along with the high technology, what we also


 7  spoke with the whaling captains is the other side of


 8  traditional knowledge, that sometimes you don't need the


 9  fancy technology if you can talk to the Elders that have


10  passed down this information for decades, if not hundreds


11  of years.


12            Like we learned today, some areas you cannot


13  take your snowmachine out there because there is currents


14  going around and the ice is very thin.  Those are the


15  things we need to capture.  That information needs to be


16  integrated with the high tech science.  At least that's my


17  interpretation.


18                  MR. HARRY LORD: In addition, you know, I


19  was very impressed with Dr. James Hanson, you know, when


20  he called out for prosecuting the executives of the


21  industry for crimes against humanity for the corruption of


22  data on climate change.  And that's not the only data they


23  are corrupting.  I have the GAO at-risk report, and your


24  agency is high on the list.


25            And the corruption of data by the industry in
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 1  terms of the rate of production, you know, for assessing


 2  royalties and taxation -- I mean, you people don't even


 3  have a clue what it is that they are even producing even


 4  in Prudhoe Bay.  There is no means of verification for


 5  accuracy on what it is that they report.


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I'm glad you brought


 7  that up because you know we are going -- you don't know


 8  this, but we are going through a reorganization, and the


 9  first thing they did October 1st was the part of the


10  agency that collected the money has been taken out and is


11  put under a new Assistant Secretary so they now just focus


12  on collecting the revenue and making sure it goes to the


13  right place.  The agency I'm with is only responsible for


14  management and safety.


15            Come this coming October 1st, we are going to be


16  broken up again -- and this is what they liked in Nuiqsut


17  and, I believe, Barrow is that people like us will only be


18  responsible for the science and the management, but the


19  inspections, getting back to having people on the


20  platform, will be under a new bureau, the Bureau of Safety


21  and Environmental Enforcement where they don't worry about


22  managing the resources or the oil companies collecting the


23  money.  Their only job is to enforce the laws.  And that


24  will be broken up so that they don't have to worry about


25  what we do.
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 1            They worry about, okay, there are the laws, this


 2  is what industry has to do, we are going to live on the


 3  platform and make sure it happens.  So that will be a


 4  nice, clean -- that's focused on what they have to do.


 5            Ma'am.  I'm sorry.


 6                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Carla Sims


 7  Kayotuk, for the record.  I think that's all great that


 8  you are doing that, but I think -- and what I hope is that


 9  you still keep the open communication's to where stuff --


10  you just don't just stay focused in your one area and not


11  have the communication that needs to happen for your thing


12  to work.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You are extremely


14  perceptive because you -- from what I just said, you


15  picked up on it.  And we have been working on this for a


16  few months.  And that's one thing we just figured out,


17  that you have an agency that deals with the management and


18  the science, and then you have the engineers and the


19  inspectors.


20            We probably have to use a lot of the same


21  information and data, so we have to have that active


22  communication.  And that's where the good management has


23  to come in so that we don't have problems where data gets


24  stored or corrupted, that it's a free flow of information,


25  it's all aboveboard, and it's transparent.  So you are
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 1  very perceptive.  That's what we're dealing with now, how


 2  do you make this work so it's aboveboard, it's


 3  transparent, and there is no corruption in the data.


 4                  MR. HARRY LORD: I think the 911


 5  Commission was on a good crack on the interoperability in


 6  communications technology.  And so that will keep the


 7  information flow, you know, like the cross flow flowing.


 8  Okay.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Ma'am.


10                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Nora Jane Burns.


11  For your -- each time you break up into new groups, will


12  you be seeing the mission statement of the new MMS?  What


13  is your mission statement to serving the whole state of


14  Alaska or --


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I'm glad you asked that.


16  I wish I would have brought it with us.  My agency, the


17  Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, which is what we will


18  be, will be to manage the resource in an environmentally


19  safe manner.  Okay.  The Bureau of Safety and


20  Environmental Enforcement -- and I don't remember the


21  exact words -- are to enforce the rules and regulations so


22  that it is safe for the people that work there, the


23  communities, and the environment.


24            We are just forming these now.  And there is --


25  a lot of the higher managers way above us are working this
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 1  out, but it's going to be two separate missions.


 2                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: So will the


 3  communities in each area get a mission statement of what


 4  they come up with each time they get a new department so


 5  at least we know what they have to enforce and we keep


 6  them straight in line?


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: If we don't do it, shame


 8  on us.


 9                  MR. MIKE HALLER: And I want to say one of


10  my responsibilities is to make sure that we communicate


11  that very clearly with you so it becomes routine


12  understanding among all of us.  And with three agencies,


13  it will take all of us a little bit of time to get that


14  into our mindset because it's a significant change for the


15  government and how we interact.  But our job is to


16  simplify it and make it plain and easy for you to


17  understand.


18                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Because a liaison in


19  each community to --


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We have heard that


21  before, that we should have a liaison and more of a


22  presence.  So thank you for mentioning that again.


23                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: Ida Angasan, for the


24  record.  Speaking of communications, this -- they called


25  the school on this Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.
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 1  They should call the City, the City of Kaktovik at


 2  640-6313.  They should call NVK, 640-2042, and they should


 3  also call the North Slope Borough liaison's office, Nora


 4  Jane Burns, 640-6128.  And it didn't get very far from the


 5  school because I work in the school, and someone told me I


 6  should give this piece of paper to each student and so


 7  they could give it to their parents.  I don't think that's


 8  right.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.


10                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Thank you.  We did


11  actually make those other contacts you are talking about.


12  The idea was to, like you do with a safety message or


13  anything else, if you can give it to the kids to take home


14  as a gentle reminder, it was nothing more than that at


15  all.  And as far as trying to get the word out, we are


16  just looking for ways to make sure everybody is aware that


17  we are going to come and have a meeting.  So thank you for


18  your reference.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And we met the science


20  teacher today, and she said her husband runs the radio


21  station.


22                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: We have a radio station,


23  99.8?  99.1 or --


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: They are going to become


25  our friends.  They'll become one of our new friends so we
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 1  can get -- if people don't know about meetings in advance


 2  early enough, how can they participate?  So thank you.


 3                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Carla Sims


 4  Kayotuk.  Couple things here.  I'm glad that Nora Jane


 5  asked what your mission statement was, and I'm glad that


 6  you said something about safety of the communities.


 7  Several years ago, probably more than five years ago MMS


 8  sat in here, and there were just a few of us here at that


 9  meeting.  And I asked them how could you guys continue to


10  do these lease sales when 100 percent of everybody in each


11  community along the coast of Alaska oppose these offshore


12  lease sales.  And he sat there and looked me straight in


13  the face and said, because it's for the betterment of the


14  country.  Never mind that we are part of the country.  And


15  I took very great offense to that.


16            And so I'm hoping you guys will follow by what


17  your mission statement is that it's for the safety, try to


18  do what's best for the communities.  And keep in mind that


19  we are the communities.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: And we will take that


21  message back.  We are not the decisionmakers, but we will


22  take the message back.


23                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: And you had


24  mentioned that somebody said something in another


25  community wanting a seat at the table.  Even though we
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 1  oppose, oppose offshore development and exploratory stuff,


 2  the City of Kaktovik has always fought for a seat at the


 3  table for onshore development for ANWR, even though they


 4  haven't really taken a stand for or against it.  But we


 5  feel that it's important to have a seat at the table


 6  because it's going to affect us.


 7            I think that's very important for each community


 8  is that when you are getting ready to do these lease sales


 9  or having your public hearings or whatever, that each


10  community that is going to be impacted by this have


11  someone at the seat of the table in these dealings.


12                  MS. IDA ANGASAN: For informational


13  purposes, very good, Carla.


14                  MR. MATTHEW REXFORD: Matthew Rexford, for


15  the record, vice acting mayor.  I'm opposed to any


16  invasive activity in any environment.  Regarding


17  scientific studies, you must ensure these studies


18  conducted are noninvasive to the wildlife, environment,


19  and also with development, if at all possible.  The noise


20  pollution which occurs during the seismic exploration, the


21  exploratory drilling, the drilling itself, up until the


22  well is dry, the numbers of vessel on hands during the


23  drilling would be too numerous, I believe.


24            At the moment everything about the oil


25  development process is destructive and should not be
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 1  allowed in any environment.  Thank you.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


 3                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Matthew, is that


 4  something that we could have a printed copy for the


 5  record?


 6                  MR. MATTHEW REXFORD: Yes.


 7                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Thank you.


 8                  MR. KENT SIMS: Kent Sims.  Going back to


 9  that -- your mission statement and your guys' job to, I


10  guess, manage the minerals in an environmentally safe way,


11  you know, and the real truth is it's not being done that


12  way.  It's not.  Everybody knows that's the truth.  Deep


13  down you know it's the truth.  We all know it's the truth.


14  And can it even be done environmentally safe?  It should


15  be able to be, but as it stands now, it's not being done,


16  and the cost and the -- you know, the intentional held


17  back of the technology that it would take to make them


18  make -- them do this in a responsible environmentally safe


19  way for the animals, for the people, for the planet, for


20  the air we breathe, you know, they are killing us.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Sir, you are next.


22                  MR. SAM GORDON: Sam Gordon, for the


23  record.  I have a question:  The principals, the chain of


24  command, you guys are what?  What do you do?  Who do you


25  report to?  Who says what?  Who has authority to do what?
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 1  You have a website as to where I can look at it and say I


 2  shouldn't be talking to these guys because this is a


 3  different matter I should be talking about.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.  It would be


 5  boemre.gov.


 6                  MR. SAM GORDON: If you could write that


 7  down, I'd appreciate it.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.  Could someone


 9  write that down for him?


10                  MR. SAM GORDON: It doesn't make sense to


11  be talking to you guys if I need to direct it to someone


12  else, some sort of chain of command that works.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I can tell you right


14  now -- I'll give it to you in a nutshell, but check the


15  website.  We are all career.  We are not political.  I'm


16  the Acting Regional Director for Alaska.  I report to the


17  Director of BOEMRE, Mr. Bromwich, which is a political


18  appointee who was appointed by Ken Salazar, who was


19  appointed by the President.  So we are his staff.  I


20  report to the Director.  The Director reports to the


21  Secretary of the Interior who reports to the President.


22            And like, for example, Steve Textoris right


23  there, he is the division chief for the entire leasing


24  program right now, so all the lease sales will be done by


25  Mr. Textoris and his team.  And he would report to the
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 1  Associate Director up the chain of command to the Director


 2  and the Secretary who reports to the President.  But you


 3  can look at the website, and that should be pretty well


 4  laid out.


 5            MR. SAM GORDON: That's the one I want to see,


 6  see how the system -- the system ain't working.  Like what


 7  happened in Katrina or the Gulf of Mexico, something is


 8  wrong with it.  There is no communication within the


 9  system.  You spend a lot of money, millions and millions


10  and millions of dollars, to do this kind of research, and


11  then when something happens, nobody knows who to talk to.


12  That's the point I'm making.  There is no sense in having


13  to talk to someone if nothing is going to happen because


14  this has been going on for over 30 years.  Somebody goes,


15  well, I was appointed by the Chief of Administration and


16  just sort of -- the time expired, I'll just put this on


17  the shelf, it's their problem.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We understand your


19  frustration.  Just to point out that in the Beaufort there


20  hasn't been a well drilled in the OCS for now approaching


21  nine years.  The last four lease sales have been canceled


22  by the current Administration.  And for the next five-year


23  plan, they are starting so early right now that we don't


24  even have anything planned, so we are asking before they


25  even get that far.  So it's a long -- I understand it's a
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 1  long drawn-out process.  We keep coming back, but people


 2  are listening and the Secretary said we are going to take


 3  a very cautious approach to the Arctic, canceled four


 4  sales, and we are not going to decide for the next


 5  five-year until we meet with the communities.


 6                  MR. KENT SIMS: I'd also like to point out


 7  that a lot of us here believe, too, that the last 15, 20


 8  years while the rest of the United States was booming


 9  before you had the bubble burst, that we was intentionally


10  held back economically.  We had a wage freeze in the


11  borough for years.


12            A lot of people had been, you know, without jobs


13  in this community for a long time and a lot of it, we


14  believe, was intentional so we would be crying to open up


15  oil development.  And it pretty much happened to where


16  most of our -- most of our leaders had to because the


17  people were crying for work and for jobs because we need


18  to survive up here.  The cost of living is high, you know.


19            Polluted our lake here with the DEW line where


20  it has to be filtered through the system they say here


21  because it's, you know, unsafe to drink, things like that.


22  And water is expensive because the air -- you know --


23                  MR. MIKE HALLER: From the Air Force site


24  over here?


25                  MR. KENT SIMS: Yes, from the Air Force
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 1  site.  Several years ago when the caribou herd from


 2  Teshekpuk Lake came over here because the rain in the fall


 3  time, they all came over here, 20,000 of them.  18,000 of


 4  them went up to the mountains.  They lived.  They


 5  survived.  They were healthy.  We went up there and hunted


 6  them.  We had 2,000 of them stay on this island, and every


 7  last one of them died.


 8            And they said they couldn't -- one of the things


 9  that they said was there was something, an element missing


10  in their food chain on the island.  That just happens


11  quirky in nature, I guess.  But it's pretty suspicious


12  when a lot of already believe the DEW line is already


13  cancer causing this and that through our community that a


14  lot of the people believed over the years anyway, you


15  know.  And then to have this happen in the year's time --


16            It was fun when they was here, everybody was


17  happy, caribou on the road, people go out and shoot them,


18  and then winter start coming along, they started dying.


19  They were, like, getting weak.  They were still eating.


20  They were -- this island had been unfit for caribou pretty


21  much.  They were in hog heaven just chowing down.  Because


22  of our community on this island, you know, we hunt the


23  animals, so if they come on the island they are clipped.


24  But this time there was just so many, everybody just let


25  them be and they all died, every last one of them.
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 1                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Kent.


 2                  MR. KENT SIMS: But that main herd, the


 3  18,000 remaining, they went back after they left the


 4  mountains up there, but we went up there after these ones


 5  down here were dying, drive through them, you know, and


 6  get up there, they were running around, jumping, healthy,


 7  you know.


 8            There is more to this pollution than not just


 9  the oil industry.  Also the Air Force government and the


10  government itself, like over in Point Hope where they --


11  where they -- the radiation studies and things like that


12  on our people.  And a lot of these things -- you know,


13  they weren't burning books in the Pentagon not too long


14  ago for nothing, you know.  There is studies that they did


15  on the people that they don't want out.


16            Okay.  That's all I have to say.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Kent.


18                  MR. SAM GORDON: Sam Gordon.  I have a


19  question.  You have a -- do you have a -- what do you call


20  it -- I'm not very knowledgeable on this, but you got the


21  State and then you got the federal government.


22                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Right.


23                  MR. SAM GORDON: You got the boundary line


24  here.  How far off or how -- who has the authority to


25  control whatever goes on in that -- within that zone?  How
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 1  do they communicate with you guys as far as who has the


 2  power of command to say this is what's going to happen?


 3  In that case, if you don't -- is there any way we can have


 4  at least about 15-, $20 billion contingency fund so we can


 5  do our things locally and statewide while all you guys are


 6  trying to put things together?  Because if that happened


 7  before and it happened again, and it sure in the hell


 8  will happen again.  Give a 10- or $15,000,000,000


 9  contingency fund where we can be compensated for these


10  mistakes, because I know it's going to happen, and it will


11  happen.


12                  MR. TIM HOLDER: On your point about the


13  contingency fund, that's a point well taken.  That's the


14  first time we have heard that in the two weeks where we


15  have been going around.


16                  MR. SAM GORDON: It takes a hell of a lot


17  of time for the State and the federal government to get


18  together and try to figure things out.  By that time you


19  have already destroyed a whole culture, not only here, but


20  in Canada.  And I wonder how they work.  Do you guys work


21  with them?


22                  MR. TIM HOLDER: With respect to the


23  continental shelf from the shore to three miles out it's


24  within the State jurisdiction, and from three miles


25  seaward out to the economic zone limit is the federal
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 1  jurisdiction, which is called the Outer Continental Shelf.


 2  And that's the federal jurisdiction.


 3            In about the 30 plus years that I know about, I


 4  think there has only been one or two cases where there has


 5  been proposals for development in the -- in the State


 6  waters.  And the only offshore development in all of


 7  Alaska in Alaska waters is the Northstar development.  And


 8  there is another one by Pioneer not too far from Nuiqsut


 9  that's going on now.  And I think there was a couple


10  others in previous years.


11            We keep track of what they do and we do -- they


12  have -- in the case of the Northstar development, there is


13  extensive coordination because it ended up -- or the


14  proposal was to do directional drilling from the State


15  water development of Northstar into the Outer Continental


16  Shelf.  So we have extensive coordination on that.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: But also, Tim, what you


18  were talking about, the borders there, there are options.


19  Like, for example, it came up about a buffer zone.  In the


20  Chukchi, I believe, there is a 25-mile buffer zone that


21  came in through discussions like this that was up there.


22  And last night in Nuiqsut they were saying, look, why


23  don't you tell the big bosses above us that why is there


24  not a buffer zone in the Beaufort.  So we are taking that


25  message back.  And around Cross Island at one time there
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 1  was a buffer zone, and they remembered that.  There was a


 2  buffer zone and then it wasn't.


 3            So that is some of the messages we have heard.


 4  So for the federal government boundary and the State,


 5  which is at three miles, there are ways where certain


 6  areas are not to be developed or leased.  And that's why


 7  we have meetings like this on areas that, okay, you could


 8  lease here, but maybe not here, and you shouldn't here.


 9  So that's why we have these comment periods, either


10  verbally or in writing, so if anything is offered for


11  lease, it's the areas where most people agree that it


12  might be the right place to do it.  So there is some


13  flexibility when people talk to us and give us ideas.


14                  MR. MIKE HALLER: I've got a question.


15  Have you -- just -- this is a general question, so please


16  jump in.  But for us to understand a little bit, there is


17  a lot of talk on the Chukchi side about the increase of


18  vessels passing back and forth close in and around the


19  coast there.  While we -- as Americans, while we focus on


20  American vessels, there is also Russian and Canadian


21  vessels, and whoever knows what else is visiting out


22  there.


23            Have you noticed any kind of an increase,


24  significant increase or -- and what kinds of ships are


25  you -- large?  Could you give us any flavoring so we
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 1  understand some of that what you have seen?  Thank you.


 2                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Carla Sims


 3  Kayotuk, for the record.  I've seen big barges.  I've seen


 4  tourist ships, cruise ships.  I've seen sailboats, lots


 5  and lots of sailboats, different sizes of sailboats.


 6                  MR. MIKE HALLER: In this past year or


 7  two?


 8                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Few years.  More


 9  and more sailboats increasing every year.  Canoers,


10  rafters or kayakers.


11                  MR. HARRY LORD: Lots of more extreme


12  tourists in the last year or two.  They are just walking


13  in out of nowhere, boom.  I walked here from Timbuktu.


14  Hello.


15                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Who is letting


16  these nuclear subs cruise around in our ocean out here?


17  Man, we almost had a catastrophe out here a couple of


18  years ago, I heard.  Who is letting these guys come into


19  our waters?


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: For U.S. subs, that


21  would be the Navy.  We are not the Navy.


22                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Who is telling


23  them they can come here and do this crap around here?  If


24  they had an accident around here, we are toast.


25                  MR. HARRY LORD: It's worse.  The Navy has
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 1  sunk three Russian subs in the Russian sector, nuclear


 2  subs.  And they are still in the bottom of the ocean down


 3  there.


 4                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Talk about cumulative


 5  effects.


 6                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: This is Inupiat


 7  land right here.  I don't know how the State managed to


 8  own it or the federal government.  Who -- I don't


 9  understand that.


10                  MR. MIKE HALLER: What other kinds of


11  vessels have you noticed in traffic out there?  Anything


12  else that you wanted to add to that?


13                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Barges, some


14  barges.


15                  MR. MIKE HALLER: The Queen Mary hasn't


16  shown up, I trust.


17                  MR. HARRY LORD: Never seen no Russian


18  flags or nothing going by.


19                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Surely you've seen


20  Canadian barges or vessels.


21                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: This is other


22  than what he had, so if you are still discussing that, I


23  can wait.  I wanted to go back.  Sam had mentioned


24  something about Canada with the border there and if you


25  guys communicate between them.  Our -- since we are so
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 1  close to the Canadian border and our currents are very


 2  strong from that way, if you come and go along our beach


 3  coast and even up some of the rivers and creeks, there is


 4  driftwood from trees and stuff, and we don't have that


 5  here.  So that all comes from the MacKenzie Delta River.


 6            So if there is ever a catastrophe either on the


 7  Canadian side or our side as far as with oil and stuff


 8  like that, is there some kind of agreement between the


 9  U.S. and the Canadian government to protect the people on


10  both sides?  We have family that live over there on the


11  Canadian side.  Sometimes we hear about the seismic work


12  that's going on over there.  And last summer I think they


13  found whales that were beached up on their side and more


14  likely from seismic work that was being done over there.


15            There has to be some kind of agreement between,


16  I believe, between the U.S. Government and Canada to


17  protect the coastal people.


18                  MR. TIM HOLDER: To answer that question,


19  one of my jobs back in Washington, D.C. is there is lots


20  of committees that deal with the Arctic, including


21  transportation; also represent BOEMRE at Arctic Council.


22  There is six working groups.  One has to do with emergency


23  preparation and emergency response to oil spills.  And the


24  Arctic Council is made up of eight Arctic nations,


25  obviously including Canada.  So there is work in general
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 1  kind of in a broad policy level to coordinate on those


 2  kinds of activities.


 3            One of the most interesting things was after the


 4  oil spill, a representative of the Coast Guard came and


 5  spoke to a group called the Arctic Policy Group that meets


 6  at the State Department that's representative from all the


 7  20-plus federal agencies that have interest in the Arctic.


 8  And he presented about a one-page description of -- it was


 9  basically to have the U.S. advocate for more specific


10  coordination on emergency preparedness and response for


11  oil spills.


12            And basically it's a lesson learned from the


13  Gulf spill that we have got that issue, but we also have


14  to be concerned about the Arctic.  And so he was moving


15  that forward.  He brought that forward, I would say, in


16  August.


17            And it takes a while to work through the working


18  groups of the Arctic Council and get up -- the Arctic


19  Council, made up of foreign ministers and the Secretary of


20  State, only meet twice a year.  But at least there is


21  things being put in motion to try to do things on a very


22  practical level.


23            So the answer is there is some mechanisms in


24  place to -- and in motion to respond to that concern that


25  you bring up.
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 1            And related to that a little more indirectly is


 2  there is a conference that's been held.  I think this year


 3  was the third year -- it was in -- excuse me.  It was in


 4  December of 2010 with Alaska and Canada about Beaufort Sea


 5  issues, joint issues, everything from leasing activities


 6  to environmental issues and resource estimates and the


 7  whole gamut.  And it's only an every other year basis, but


 8  at least it's a forum where the interested parties try to


 9  meet and discuss those issues, so --


10                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Is that like U.S.


11  government and Canadian government to -- more local --


12                  MR. TIM HOLDER: The lead agencies were


13  the BOEMRE on our side and the counterpart agency on the


14  Canadian side, but there is many other agencies that have


15  kind of an interest in a piece of the pie.  I would say


16  there were probably 200 people attending that conference.


17                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Would there have


18  been someone local from our area?


19                  MR. TIM HOLDER: That was the biggest


20  thing that I noticed was I didn't notice -- I've got to


21  say I didn't notice any Natives at any of the sessions.


22                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: That needs to


23  change.


24                  MR. TIM HOLDER: That was the biggest


25  thing I noticed that was sort of a glaring omission, you
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 1  know.  It's like, where are the people representing


 2  Tuktoyaktuk and Kaktovik.  And that's a point well taken.


 3  I'll jot that one down so that in the planning for the


 4  next meeting --


 5                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: If you do come up


 6  with -- this village will insist that they have a


 7  representative that will represent Kaktovik because North


 8  Slope Borough will try to be the main person, and they


 9  always look out for their own area.


10                  MR. TIM HOLDER: You are on the borderline


11  here and have got the most serious impacts.  I'll make a


12  note of that and --


13                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Make sure you


14  insist.


15                  MR. TIM HOLDER: It will be probably in


16  December of 2012 when that comes up.  The next meeting


17  will probably be in Anchorage and we will work -- there is


18  kind of big planning committees and all this kind of


19  thing, but we will try to definitely make sure you have at


20  least one, if not more.


21                  MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.: Make sure we


22  insist that happen, not just from you.


23                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: Here, not in


24  Anchorage.


25                  MR. TIM HOLDER: You want to have the
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 1  meeting here?  Okay.  Well 200 people, I don't know.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  We're turning


 3  into a free-for-all, and Mary has to try to type.  But


 4  before we move on to another question, Carla, you said


 5  something I don't want to lose.  Then we will get to


 6  everybody else.  The beached whales, was that in Canada?


 7                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Yes.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Did they call wildlife


 9  and fisheries or anybody?


10                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: I don't remember.


11  I think it was via Facebook, someone said something about


12  they saw -- no.  People traveling back from Canada in the


13  summertime said they saw one beached there.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: If you could find


15  anything on Facebook or the Internet, if you could send us


16  any of that information, that would be available valuable


17  to have.  Anything you can find, please it send to us.


18            Kent, you had your hand up first.


19                  MR. KENT SIMS: I just wanted to say, they


20  were talking about pollution in the air quality earlier,


21  and it ain't bad up here.  We can see it and we notice it


22  but, boy, when I travel south to your country, holy


23  smokes, you are the ones living in really bad situations.


24  And you wonder why your health is as bad -- all of us are


25  having bad health, I think, all over the world, a lot of
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 1  this stuff.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So we can stay here


 3  longer with you?


 4                  MR. KENT SIMS: Yes.  It's worldwide.


 5  It's not just here.  It's your air you are breathing, too,


 6  in your country.  You know, the smog is notorious in some


 7  of the other places.  I don't see how it's just -- you can


 8  really notice it even going to Fairbanks.


 9                  MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK: There was a


10  television series on the oil industry about 18, 20 years


11  ago.  And the last program I was watching, this professor


12  or Dr. Suzuki, he said in 50 years we were going to see


13  climate change.  That's about 20 -- less than 20 years


14  ago.  And this guy came here a couple of years ago.  He


15  was actually here, and I got to meet him.  And I asked him


16  if he would like to say something about this 50-year


17  prediction.  And he said we were going to see.  I told him


18  it's only been about 18 years and we already have -- we


19  already can see a climate change.


20            We have more people up here that's going to say


21  we have got another 25 years or ten years before this ice


22  is all gone.


23                  MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.: I wanted to point


24  out about the smog.  This is George Kaleak, for the


25  record.  We are, in a sense, less fortunate because down


Page 73


 1  there where they live, the trees pick up all the


 2  impurities and versus here, the cold climate, all the smog


 3  and the impurities drop.  And I just want to point that


 4  out.  That's why you see the yellow -- yellowness in the


 5  snow, and that's from all the pollutants that come off the


 6  vehicles, the turbines, the gases.


 7            I mean, I notice that, too.  And you can see it


 8  even go by.  And I just want to point that out and make it


 9  clear that you have trees with leaves that pick up all the


10  impurities that stick onto the trees versus here it just


11  drops onto the snow and in our waters.


12                  MR. HARRY LORD: Harry Lord.  I'd request


13  you guys get on the Internet and look into Wikipedia and


14  the definition of agnotology, which is the scientific


15  study of culturally induced ignorance.  So the impacts of


16  Apartheid education has completely deluded the minds of


17  all humanity to the point where they don't even understand


18  what our basic natural human rights really are.


19            In the definition of agnotology, you will notice


20  that they cover undersea plate tectonics that got


21  completely blacked out for purely geostrategic


22  consideration and acts of security for undersea warfare.


23  So we are being maintained at a level of ignorance that is


24  truly a crime against humanity.


25            On your response to Mr. Gordon on boundaries and
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 1  jurisdictions, the 1790 Nootka Accord was an international


 2  agreement between the United States, Russia, England, and


 3  Spain where you all surrendered and agreed never to assert


 4  any colonial claims of sovereignty to the northwest of


 5  North America.  And here you all are, all powerful and


 6  almighty.


 7            This is a legal brief that's going to represent


 8  the legal destruction of the state of Alaska.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Harry.


10  Carla.


11                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: I just wanted to


12  say before I leave that I'm not only concerned about oil


13  spill, air pollution and noise pollution, but also -- I


14  don't know what word to use -- how it's going to look,


15  the -- the --


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The aesthetics?


17                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Yeah, the


18  aesthetics of offshore development.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The viewscape.


20                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Yeah.  I know you


21  hear about that down states, they don't want it off of


22  their coast because they are concerned about how it's


23  going to look.  It's going to deter people from coming


24  into their area.  Well, the same thing is going to happen


25  to us, too.
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 1            I go out camping along the coast.  We're already


 2  impacted by Point Thompson, which is just a throw over.


 3  We go out there to camp to get away.  I know to you this


 4  might be away right here in the village, but it's not for


 5  us.  It's noisy here, so we go out camping to get out in


 6  the quiet.


 7            And what do we have?  We have an oil field over


 8  there, gas exploration, high power pressure gas oil field


 9  that we have to listen to.  Every summer we have to listen


10  to the boats going by, the barges and the seismic work


11  that they are doing.  They say it doesn't make much noise,


12  but that's not true.  We can hear it.


13            And with stuff going out in the ocean, they are


14  going to have planes and choppers every day.  That's going


15  to impact not us camping, but I'm concerned about our


16  wildlife, the caribou that migrate along the coast.  All


17  their travel is going to be right along the coast, and


18  that's where the caribou migrate from.  And that's going


19  to impact us in a very negative way because that's where


20  we hunt.  We hunt along the coast.


21            And if the route changes for the caribou, you


22  know, we are not like how it used to be long ago where we


23  can -- we can travel with them, move up inland.  We are


24  blocked because of where ANWR is, because of the Alaska


25  Native Land Claims Settlement Act that had to happen
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 1  because they wanted to drill in Prudhoe Bay.  So we are


 2  locked.  We are landlocked.


 3            So my mom grew up where she traveled and


 4  followed the animals.  I mean, it's not that long ago.  I


 5  mean, down states people think that's like years and years


 6  and years ago that that happened, but my mom grew up doing


 7  that.  She didn't learn how to cook because she was out


 8  hunting until she was very old.  When she married my dad,


 9  that's when she learned how to cook.  And she was 20-some


10  years old because she was always out on the land hunting


11  following her dad because she was one of the older


12  siblings.


13            And I do not want to see that change for our


14  community.  It has changed some, but I don't want to see


15  any more negative changes happen.  And I strongly believe


16  that if offshore oil development, even onshore


17  development, that's going to happen and our community will


18  never be the same again.  Our traditions and our culture


19  will change.  And I know change happens.  Culture changes,


20  traditions change, but I think it's going to be a very


21  negative impact on us.


22                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Sir, you have been


23  raising your hand off and on.  You.


24                  MR. LEE KAYOTUK: Me?  Lee Kayotuk, for


25  the record.  On your baseline studies, I think they should
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 1  be more careful of what they do because all the -- the


 2  polar bears and the seals that we have are affected now


 3  because of all the collars and everything they do.  All


 4  these studies on sea mammals, the people that studies are


 5  killing them off because of the collars that they have on


 6  the polar bears; they are too tight and they leave them on


 7  for probably three months or less, but that's a long time.


 8            Most of our polar bears here now are slowly


 9  dying out because of starvation, and -- and everything


10  else that goes on like trapping and stuff like that.  We


11  are getting more and more trappers along the coast and


12  different vessels, barges, barges that are moving heavy


13  equipment and all that kind of things are happening more


14  and more in that ocean that we don't know about.


15            Even air traffic is pretty high, too, because we


16  are getting all kinds of planes that we don't even know


17  about, private planes and other aircrafts in the area that


18  we don't know.  Someone say, whose plane is that?  We


19  don't know whose plane it is.  Like the Twin Otters that


20  come over from Prudhoe Bay area and stuff like that.


21            And things are going to change more because


22  Prudhoe Bay is drying up.  They are going to move --


23  everything is going to be moved around within the next


24  probably 20 years that something is going to happen, and


25  we are going to be all surrounded by oil if everything --
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 1  if ANWR opens up, we are going to be -- we will be


 2  surrounded.


 3            That's all I got to say.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Kent.


 5                  MR. KENT SIMS: Kent Sims.  That brings up


 6  an interesting point.  You know, we got a lot of


 7  photographers coming over here watching polar bears and,


 8  you know, that's their life, some of them.  And they watch


 9  the polar bears pretty darn close.  And one of the things


10  they have been saying is we got entities coming in doing


11  polar bear studies saying their thesis for their study was


12  polar bears are dying on land, but they are over here


13  munching off our whale, you know, extra.  So what do they


14  do?  They move them somewhere else to show that their


15  studies, yeah, they do instead are starving on the land,


16  you know.


17            That was one of their concerns, you know, of


18  people that are out there just watching the polar bears


19  that come to Barter Island.  Besides Churchill in Canada,


20  this is like one of the biggest congregations of polar


21  bears; used to be, is Barter Island.  That was just -- I


22  just wanted to throw that in there.  You have got to have


23  responsible studying, too.  And sometimes some of that


24  studies that is going out there, their intent ain't always


25  that honorable on what they are trying to -- results they
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 1  are trying to achieve.


 2            I worked in a lab in Prudhoe Bay before, and


 3  even your results are all suggestive, you know.  It's not


 4  rocket science on a lot of that.  Maybe if you had


 5  billion-dollar equipment, you might get the exact specific


 6  gravity or content of water that's going down the pipeline


 7  or something, but what it all goes down to procedure and


 8  who is doing the -- are you doing the same exact sampling


 9  each time?  Your result can always be changed compared to


10  what's behind you and what result you are trying to look


11  for, you know.  That's an example of what happened.


12            They were trying to get a result, and they


13  pretty much put it on the polar bears.  And right after


14  that, that was one of the things a lot of people around


15  here noticed was we have a lot less bears right after they


16  did that.  They probably died over where they brought them


17  to.  We don't know.  That's one of the things we believe


18  happened.


19                  MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.: George Kaleak,


20  Sr.  On the same note, you know, the tranquilizing of them


21  in their attempts to put the collars is bad timing, also


22  is where they don't tell us -- and I've asked numerous


23  times how many polar bears have you killed during -- while


24  you tranquilize them because they are drowning.  And they


25  won't give that to you.
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 1            And the second part of the ice and the climate


 2  change, the ice has gone out for over ten years.  Over 200


 3  miles every year there is not an iceberg out here.  And


 4  that's where the polar bears mainly hunt for the seals


 5  that live -- and they hunt off the ice.  They use that as


 6  camouflage.  And recently there was polar bear sightings


 7  in the Yukon River at Fort Yukon, and that's close to


 8  Fairbanks.  And these polar bears are trying to find


 9  other -- other means of food.  And I mean, it's getting --


10  it's getting to be where -- I mean, they are dying.


11                  MR. KENT SIMS: Not all of it is climate


12  change.  A lot of it is just overstudy and harassment


13  by -- I mean, there is a lot of interest and there is a


14  lot of funding for it because people want to know, but if


15  you don't go at it in a responsible way, you end up


16  killing them.  You know, you overdo it.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: So responsible science


18  is a good way to phrase it.


19                  MR. KENT SIMS: Yeah.


20                  MR. MATTHEW REXFORD: Matthew Rexford, for


21  the record.  Regarding emergency preparedness and, God


22  forbid, if an oil spill would occur, I find it a conflict


23  of interest for Shell to be having on-site vessels ready


24  for the cleanup, mainly because they can make more money


25  off the cleanup than the drilling itself.  It should be a
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 1  totally different entity who will be out there.  This is


 2  my concern.


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  I think


 4  people are getting tired.  But we are still here.


 5                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: Are they still tagging


 6  the sea animals?


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, they are tagging


 8  the whales, right?


 9                  MR. TIM HOLDER: There is an ongoing study


10  that tags bowhead whales.  And in the last I think it's


11  four or five years, there has been 35 bowhead whales


12  tagged with radio tags where they keep track of them with


13  satellites.


14                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: You are messing around


15  with our food chain when you do that.  The food don't


16  taste right when you have things that are implanted into


17  the animals.  They don't taste right.  I've tried the


18  fish.  It changed.  It's like rotten taste.  Why do they


19  tag them anyway?  Why do they have to do that?  It's, I


20  mean, all over the state, even in the lakes.


21                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Well, the Beaufort, of


22  course, are only in the sea.


23                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: Well, they tagged some


24  fish up in the Schrader Lake where we go camping, the fish


25  in the lake.
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 1                  MR. TIM HOLDER: There is an Arctic cisco


 2  study I know about, and that was fish in the Colville


 3  River and --


 4                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: This is lake trout.


 5                  MR. TIM HOLDER: That one I don't know


 6  about.  I don't think BOEMRE would be involved with


 7  that.


 8                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: It's an ongoing thing.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The reason why they're


10  tagging the whales is so we know where they migrate so if


11  decisions are made to lease, they would not put an area


12  for lease up where there would be migrations.  It's like


13  some of the whaling captains took GPS with them so we


14  could see where they all hunted.  In an area where there


15  is lots of hunting, there would be not a good place to


16  have a lease.  So working with the whaling captains we did


17  that.  But by tracking the whales and seeing where they


18  migrate, which matches a lot of the traditional knowledge,


19  we know, okay, there is an area where they swim that


20  wouldn't be a good place to have a lease, so that gets


21  factored into the discussions and the decisions.


22                  MR. MATTHEW REXFORD: Matthew Rexford.


23  Regarding the studies with the whale migration of whales,


24  you have to go back to all organisms, not just the whales.


25  I mean, there may be other things out there that who knows
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 1  are out there at different times of the year.  You have to


 2  go back to studying every organism.  And there are many


 3  undiscovered organisms out there that you may be killing


 4  off.  You don't know that.  What are these baseline


 5  studies going to do?  It's just going to cause more


 6  invasiveness to the environment and the wildlife.


 7            Thank you.


 8                  MR. KENT SIMS: I'm out of here.  I want


 9  to thank you guys into talking me into coming over.  I


10  appreciate it.


11                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: Can they stop the


12  tagging of any animals, any -- our food?  I mean --


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We can take that message


14  forward.  I mean, I don't know what decision would be


15  made, but --


16                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: Well, if they don't do


17  it, tell them to put it on what you are eating in the


18  stores and have you try the food with what they are


19  putting on our food.  Let them put those collars on the


20  animals that you eat and you see how they taste.


21  Tranquilize them and put them on and see how they are.


22  That's just a waste of food.  Dog food for us if they have


23  tags on them.


24                  MR. SAM GORDON: Sam Gordon, for the


25  record.  I have been working on the pipeline and wherever
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 1  the oil field goes all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico.


 2  And it's where the people like us that need the job


 3  development on and offshore, if there were to become a --


 4  what am I trying to say -- a national emergency, you know,


 5  we have to develop -- we have to find more -- what's


 6  happening now in Libya, because like what happened in


 7  Libya, that caused a chain reaction, right?


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Right.


 9                  MR. SAM GORDON: And then these guys over


10  there, they are kind of scare feelings even to think about


11  it.  But it is shutting the oil off to some places.


12  Right?  What if that caused a chain reaction?  I mean, I'm


13  thinking about our future generation.  The generation now


14  we are going to have to start getting oil.  Is there a


15  point where we all have to work together to get the oil


16  out?  And I'm trying to think of the positive side of it


17  wherever can work together to make this thing happen.


18            But then on the other side I'm thinking, geez,


19  there is 35 billion cubic feet of oil and 79 trillion


20  cubic feet of gas and 99,000 acres in the coastal plain.


21  It says exactly what land is private property.  I looked


22  it up in the dictionary, private property.


23            I mean, I'm scratching my head.  And it says the


24  federal -- well, the development will happen only if


25  Congress approves it.  That's the way I look at it.
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 1  That's the wording.  But it didn't say, well, the


 2  President can veto it.  There is nothing in that phrase


 3  that says whether or not the President can veto it.  Who


 4  do we look for?  Do we go to the world council to set the


 5  record straight?


 6            If you guys can't figure it out, the violation


 7  of human rights, of our rights, and you got the Alaska


 8  Native Lands Claims Settlement Act and the


 9  Self-Determination Act.  You've got all these Acts.  I


10  would have thought that the Alaska Native Land Claims


11  Settlement Act --


12            You know, we got kids around here that, you


13  know, you say go out and get an education, but there is a


14  whole -- many how many million kids down there that's got


15  this education and has about 20-, 30-, 40-, 50-, $60,000


16  bills and there is no jobs for them?  And at the same time


17  the federal government is saying, hey, there is an owl


18  over here at this two-and-a-half million acres of the


19  timber they could cut; but that's like saying you can get


20  an education, but you won't have a -- you don't have a


21  future in it because the federal government won't let you


22  work; because why?  The land is locked up.


23            Isn't there a way that the oil -- if you can't


24  drill and develop ANWR land, like I want you to, at least


25  compensate me.  Ten- 15-, 20-, $30,000,000,000.  Well,
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 1  those guys over there on the other side of the hemisphere


 2  are going to make you think real fast.  And these people


 3  down in the states, some of those poor people, I just feel


 4  sorry for them sometimes.  What in the hell are we going


 5  to do if a storm comes out and the oil quits flowing


 6  around here -- I mean, on the other side.


 7            What's that, 25 percent of the domestic oil


 8  comes from the Mideast.  Like what if -- we got a lot of


 9  kids that has the expertise.  The environmentalists and


10  the conservationists and the federal government and the


11  State government and the local government, we all can work


12  together to make this thing happen rather than going blah,


13  blah, blah and shooting each other, we can work sitting


14  around the table and plan something out for our children.


15  Otherwise it will cost, you know, a chain reaction where


16  you get how many trillion dollars of education is going


17  out to the kids and they have no place to go to work.


18  That's the other side of it, you know.


19            We can develop offshore, we can develop onshore,


20  we can develop anywhere, as long as we all get to the


21  table together and plan things out in a very good way that


22  make our kids, our future generation, happy.  At least


23  they got a cause to go out and -- a very good cause to go


24  out -- and educate themselves.


25                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Thank you.
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 1                  MR. SAM GORDON: We all have to learn to


 2  sit down and communicate, to work, and then make the other


 3  hemisphere proud of us or jealous of us.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  Thank you, Sam.


 5                  MR. MATTHEW REXFORD: Matthew Rexford.  I


 6  believe that, like I said, everything about oil


 7  development processes is destructive.  I start to wonder


 8  what is nondestructive, and that is water.  We should get


 9  out of this oil economy and go into a humus economy.  I


10  mean, they are calling it blue gold.  It's more expensive


11  than oil nowadays because you can't find any good resource


12  of water.


13                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Going back to


14  permitting or selling your leases, I think that -- that if


15  it's going to happen, that it should be only sold to the


16  industries that can afford the best of the best, not to


17  any things that are just out there just to be out there.


18  We had one company that came through that just doesn't


19  seem like they really have their act together.  They don't


20  come with a lot of people.


21            And even the ones that seem like they can afford


22  it, they come to the scoping meetings just to get it off


23  their checklist.  They don't come prepared with the people


24  that can answer our questions.  That's very frustrating.


25  We have a lot of people that come through here and we have
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 1  to give up our time, come say the exact same stuff over


 2  and over, listen to the same stuff because it's their time


 3  to come around.  Six months we have got to go to another


 4  scoping meeting or whatever.


 5            And we have different oil companies and industry


 6  that come through, so we have to -- if we want to make


 7  sure we are in the record and be heard opposing this, we


 8  have to show up to every meeting.  Yet we take the time to


 9  go and we ask these questions, and they don't have the


10  people there that can answer them.  They say oh, we will


11  get back to you.  Sometimes they do, oftentimes they


12  don't.  And they are unable to answer questions.


13            We are not just concerned with the now of their


14  now project.  We are concerned about how is this going to


15  affect us when you are actually doing the drilling.  And


16  they refuse to answer questions like that saying we are


17  not that far along in our scope of planning yet.  Baloney


18  sauce.  We know we have their plan of scope done already,


19  but they won't answer those questions for us.  And I think


20  that if they are going to come here, that it's being


21  required in their permitting that they come with everybody


22  that can answer every question that we have.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Thank you.


24                  MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: The organization


25  here is to try and accommodate the oil industry to get
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 1  their permits and so on.  But is there any -- are they


 2  going to generate any figures on the amount of pollution


 3  that this will create?  If you are talking 25- to


 4  27,000,000,000 barrels of offshore oil, somehow the


 5  American public should be aware if we burn that much oil,


 6  what it's going to do to our climate or atmosphere.  I'd


 7  like to see that entered into the equation, not just


 8  drill, baby, drill and the oil companies make more money


 9  and we have to suffer the effects.


10            That is going to affect the air quality, the


11  climate and so on.  Nobody is taking that into


12  consideration.


13            Another thing I'd like to see some penalties for


14  violations that will have some effect on the industry that


15  hasn't happened.  Say if they violate the environmental


16  rules, they don't do business here.  And that could


17  happen.  Maybe they will be a little more concerned, but


18  they just pay the penalties and carry on.  So it hasn't


19  happened yet to where any of the industry has paid a


20  penalty that has an effect on their --


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's being discussed


22  right now, and very, very perceptive.  It's got to hurt.


23                  MR. ROBERT THOMPSON: Yeah.  Like say if


24  all you people -- you lost your retirement because you are


25  involved in this activity that was adverse.  You would
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 1  probably be a little more concerned and it would affect


 2  you.  What you are doing is something that affects us.


 3  You guys can go on home and go back to D.C. or wherever


 4  you are from if there is a spill, but we are here.  And I


 5  just say it's got to be something that they will be very


 6  careful.  They will never do business in the United States


 7  again.  Some of these are foreign corporations.


 8            So I just wondered how does that benefit even


 9  the United States when they make a profit.  I don't see it


10  coming to the United States.  The State of Alaska is not


11  getting anything from this.  Shell Oil is a foreign


12  corporation, so they say we need it for the oil for the


13  country to run.  But it just goes into an international


14  market and we are going to pay the same prices anyways.


15            So it doesn't really affect or benefit us or


16  maybe not even the American public.  We are just getting


17  the bad effects of it, the potential for catastrophe, an


18  oil spill that completely stopped what we are doing or our


19  cultural activities, our animals, our marine life.  That's


20  what we will have the effect of.  The oil industry will


21  just write it off on their taxes if we have a spill and go


22  on to somewhere else.  We need to change.  We better get


23  to something else.


24                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: When they are


25  also -- when they have to come out and do -- industry has
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 1  to come out and do their scoping, it would be nice if they


 2  could do their reports or their -- their stuff in everyday


 3  language that we can understand.  We don't have a lot of


 4  professional people here that can help us.  We are not


 5  like Barrow where they have their scientists and all of


 6  the other people that they have on hand, lawyers and


 7  stuff.


 8            We often come by ourselves just trying to --


 9  very often we get the material maybe the same day as the


10  meeting and stuff that's this thick that we have to read


11  through or show up, you know.  We show up to the meetings


12  and try to ask our questions, try to -- try to sound like


13  we know what we are talking about and everything.  And it


14  would be nice if the stuff came out sooner to the -- to


15  the people so we can read it and be prepared for the


16  meetings.  I don't know if that's stuff that you guys can


17  maybe be required in their permitting or when you do the


18  lease sales.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We can carry the


20  recommendation forward.  I don't know what authority we


21  would have to make them do it, but we speak with them and


22  we can pass that on.  We can pass that on because that's


23  in their best interest to talk to folks.  I mean,


24  that's what they should do in notice.


25                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Require a certain amount
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 1  of advance notice.


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


 3                  MR. SAM GORDON: My alarm clock just went


 4  off.  Hang on.  You guys look like you are bloodshot.  You


 5  look like you just came out of the bar.  Better go home


 6  and get some rest.  See you guys.  Welcome to Barter


 7  Island.  Take care.  Make sure you know which way to go


 8  home.


 9                  MR. MIKE HALLER: I just wanted -- a


10  question here because this is kind of neat.  We have got a


11  father and a daughter back here.  It's pretty important


12  for a daughter to -- what do you think about this meeting


13  tonight?


14                  MS. ABI FRY: Abi Fry, F-R-Y.  Well, one


15  thing, I think it would help the community and in another


16  way it would kind of affect the community in other ways,


17  because oil can help us and get us gas so we can use our


18  cars, but then it also can affect our whaling and culture.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's really good at


20  her age.  She picked it right up.  Sometimes the simplest


21  truth is the simplest truth.


22                  MR. HARRY LORD: You replied to Robert,


23  you know, that if they are noncompliant they must feel


24  some kind of pain.  Now, if I was responsible for the


25  crimes of Prudhoe Bay, I would be guaranteed at least 50
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 1  years in the electric chair at a minimum.  And I guess


 2  that's good humorous note for me to depart on.  Thank you


 3  all for coming.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Nice meeting you, Harry.


 5  Thank you.


 6                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Is that still with the


 7  electricity on?


 8                  MR. HARRY LORD: They would probably tune


 9  it down and revive it back and then resentence me.


10                  MR. TIM HOLDER: I just want to be clear


11  whether it's sitting in the chair or --


12                  MR. HARRY LORD: I'd like to advise Mary


13  that legal brief was prepared by me who was Alaska's


14  statehood child.  The State of Alaska and I turned 52 on


15  the 3rd of January, and I can honestly claim I was born


16  with the blues because statehood was a fascist criminal


17  contrivement straight out of [indiscernible].  One love.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: All of our meetings have


19  been very interesting.  Everybody has been very candid.


20  We have learned a lot.  And one thing I've noticed, people


21  can differ, but they are still good people.  It's a very


22  good discussion.  So -- anything else you want to say?


23                  MR. MATTHEW REXFORD: Yes.  I would like


24  to thank you all for coming here and holding this hearing.


25  It's very beneficial to our community in that our voices
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 1  are heard, even though we have said many of this


 2  repeatedly.  So I'd just like to thank you all for coming


 3  and holding this.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You are very welcome.


 5                  MR. LEE KAYOTUK: Will you guys be coming


 6  back with some kind of info or --


 7                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Yes.  To explain our


 8  processes, we are at the very front end of this process


 9  related to the five-year plan and the draft environmental


10  impact statement.  You know what happened tonight.  We got


11  your comments.  We will fold this in and that information


12  from all your comments, all the comments we have collected


13  on the coastal communities.  And we will have a meeting in


14  Anchorage on Friday night.  And then with that


15  information, we will draft -- or prepare a draft


16  environmental impact statement.


17            At that time we will have to figure out what the


18  alternatives are, if there is lease sales.  As Jim pointed


19  out at the beginning of the meeting, there might be no


20  lease sales proposed in the Chukchi and the Beaufort or


21  there might be one or two, you know, some kind of


22  combination.  And then the draft environmental impact


23  statement would analyze the alternatives.  And then we


24  would come back probably in the fall after whaling season


25  to have another round of public meetings.  So that would
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 1  be the next time we come back as part of this process.


 2                  MR. MIKE HALLER: Carla, for your benefit,


 3  we will do our best to give you as much advance notice as


 4  we can.


 5                  MR. TIM HOLDER: But then after that,


 6  then -- in fact, Argonne, who is represented here by Rob


 7  McWhorter, is -- well, they will be preparing the draft


 8  environmental impact statement.  We take all the comments


 9  off of that to go to a final environmental impact


10  statement.  And then the information from that ultimately


11  gets to the Secretary of the Interior, who is the


12  decisionmaker.


13            So that's -- we are at the very front end of


14  this kind of big, long drawn out process.  But the


15  schedule is to have a decision made by July 1st of 2012.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Anyone else?  We are not


17  going to leave until you do.


18                  MR. LEE KAYOTUK: I know the oil industry


19  is pretty tough on us now because we are on an island and


20  we are surrounded by water.  There is no roads out of


21  here.  And our high cost of living up here is really high.


22  And our airfare is like 8-, $900 just for a ticket to


23  Fairbanks and back.  That's with no hotel, no food or


24  nothing.  That's just your ticket alone.


25            And we can't get no -- anything shipped up here
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 1  unless there is a road.  Like refrigerators, trucks,


 2  something that's -- that is bulky we can't get like


 3  Prudhoe Bay does or Barrow or Nuiqsut.  We don't have that


 4  kind of access to any kind of a cheaper way of getting our


 5  supplies into Kaktovik other than barge, which only comes


 6  once a year.  But the airlines would come maybe -- if they


 7  have a load, if Everett would come here, we have a load,


 8  it may be six months to a year before they even come to


 9  our village.


10            But the hardest part is for living up in our


11  village, the cost of living.  And we just can't get any --


12  like if we get a truck motor or something, we have to wait


13  for a barge or -- like all our appliances and stuff like


14  that is really bad up here for us because it's too high


15  for freight.  Our cost is just too high.  And like other


16  villages, they got it easy; they can get it every other


17  day.  But that's how we live.  We have to survive off our


18  land in order to get our food supply in order to -- we


19  can't just -- a lot of other Elders and people that live


20  here can't just live off the store-bought meat that we


21  get.  We have to go out there and get our gas, our shells


22  and all that kind of stuff in order for us to go hunt for


23  our village to provide food for the next year.  And it's


24  tough.


25            That's all I have.
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 1                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Lee.  Anyone


 2  else want to end, or did Lee get the last word in?


 3                  MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.: Carla always has


 4  the last word.


 5                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Bring a message


 6  to the Ken Salazar that we need -- we need help with our


 7  transportation.  We have no bypass mail like the rest of


 8  Alaska.  We don't have it.  So we are -- we are hurting.


 9  All our stuff has to -- if it can't -- if it needs to be


10  frozen, it has to be freighted.  Freight is $2-something a


11  pound.  The bulky stuff, only one airline is bringing that


12  in now, and they are charging three-something a pound for


13  that.  The big airlines will not even accept any bulky


14  mail or freight.


15            Like he was saying, Everett's Air, they won't


16  take it now so we are stuck with having to go to Frontier


17  and paying the three-something a pound for the bulky.  My


18  mom just got a stove, and she paid over $400, close to


19  $500 just for the freight for the stove, which is just


20  about as much what she paid for the stove.  So it's --


21  it's ridiculous.  And maybe he can do something for us.  I


22  don't know.  But we do need that.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.


24                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: I know that has


25  nothing to do with your minerals management, but you are
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 1  going back that way, so maybe you can put a bug in


 2  someone's ear.


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Why not?


 4                  MS. MARIE REXFORD: And who is with State


 5  of Alaska?


 6                  DR. JIM KENDALL: No one.


 7                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: They are


 8  different.  These guys are federal here.


 9                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: I have a question.


10  When you do your baseline studies, we don't want to get


11  it -- like, from Shell when they do their own, they keep


12  their own information.  Will you be requiring them to hire


13  a second party, an independent --


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: To verify it?


15                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Yeah.  That way we


16  can know that and then they can share the information.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That has come up before,


18  and what we have recommended to Shell a lot is that if


19  they want people to believe their information, they need


20  to get it published in the peer review literature.  That


21  will be the independent third party.  So I mean, you are


22  right, there is some suspicion that if it's generated by


23  the company, is it 100 percent -- can we believe it.  And


24  a lot of times you can believe the information, but there


25  is always a little doubt.  So we have told them, yes, it's
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 1  nice to have their reports, but they need to get it into


 2  the literature, in the journals where independent


 3  scientists go through and they check it out.


 4            So that was a good observation.


 5                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: So you guys are the


 6  ones that are doing the sharing studies, MMS?  Are you


 7  guys part of that?


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Which study?


 9                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Subsistence sharing?


10                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Yeah.


11                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Yes, there is a -- I was


12  going to say MMS -- but BOEMRE because I think it started


13  under MMS.  It's kind of ongoing, yes.


14            Going back to your point there about the studies


15  by industry, Bob Sudyam in Barrow Monday night brought up


16  that very point.  And what he was saying is they put


17  out -- they publish the conclusions, but they don't


18  provide or share the background data which scientists like


19  himself or anybody else can look at to verify.  Well, you


20  have got a conclusion.  How did you get to that


21  conclusion?  And you have got to look at the data to see


22  that.  How did you interpret it.


23            And that's what Jim is saying is that you have


24  to have what's known in the scientific -- western


25  scientific community as peer review.  So it's a very good
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 1  point, and we will do our best to try to change the


 2  system.


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yeah.  We have been


 4  recommending it, and they need to do that for their own


 5  good.


 6                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Not just Shell, but


 7  all the others.


 8                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Yeah, not just Shell,


 9  right, yeah.  This is across the board with industry.


10                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: All the way to the


11  fish and -- yeah.  Because our fish is -- when you fish,


12  sometimes we find some fish with sores on them when we


13  took our fish net, and I -- we have mentioned that to


14  North Slope Borough, and we let the other -- let some


15  people come, like, from the university, let them know that


16  in our fish net we find some fish that are not healthy.


17  And we try to get those checked, but we don't get any --


18  any results or any findings of what caused it or why it


19  was so that they were ill or --


20                  MR. TIM HOLDER: Those things would be


21  pretty scary, I think, to see that.


22                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The lesions.


23                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: Yeah.  Because I've


24  gotten in my fish net when I've fished, I got like two,


25  three, four fish that had that kind of sore.  And we send
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 1  it to Barrow and then we report it to the people that were


 2  doing fish studies.  When we catch another one, we try to


 3  give it to people that we know that will take the -- the


 4  fish and then do some kind of study or whatever.  But we


 5  don't ever hear what they have to say or --


 6            And I know University of Fairbanks been coming


 7  here five years, maybe ten years every summer doing fish


 8  studies.  They catch and release and take the fish, you


 9  know, and measure the fish, and we don't ever hear what


10  they have to say.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: They should get back to


12  you.  It's your fish.


13                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: And we ask them to


14  and it's --


15                  MR. TIM HOLDER: My guess is that might be


16  State Department of Fish & Game.  I think they are the


17  most likely agency to be active in that.


18                  MS. NORA JANE BURNS: All right.  Thank


19  you.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  If there is


21  no other --


22                  MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK: Just that we


23  oppose offshore.  Don't want you to sell any more leases.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you all.  Thank


25  you all for coming.  It's been a late night.  We
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 1  appreciate it.


 2             (Proceedings adjourned at 9:50 p.m.)
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Good evening.
  


 3   Thank you for coming tonight on this snowy night.  Before
  


 4   we start, though, I would ask, Ida, would you please honor
  


 5   us with a blessing.
  


 6              (Blessing given by Ida Angasan.)
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very
  


 8   much.  Again, good evening.  My name is Jim Kendall.  I
  


 9   was here a couple years ago as a visitor of the Alaska
  


10   office, but right now I'm the Acting Director of the
  


11   office for all of Alaska.
  


12             Up until January 1st I was in D.C. where I was
  


13   in charge of the assessments and all the science.  Well,
  


14   under the new Administration, we have President Obama, Ken
  


15   Salazar as the Secretary of Interior, and then Michael
  


16   Bromwich, who is our new director, asked me that because
  


17   you are a scientist and you appreciate science and you
  


18   have spoken to me before about the need to use traditional
  


19   knowledge, he asked me to come up to Alaska for two,
  


20   three, four months -- I don't know how long -- and see if
  


21   I can start some discussions even better than we had
  


22   before.
  


23             And I'm going to say a few things that are a
  


24   little bit different.  This is really kind of a new day,
  


25   so we are doing things very differently.
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 1             Now, what this meeting is about is about a
  


 2   potential new five-year plan.  Before the Secretary can
  


 3   offer anything for lease, it has to be mentioned in the
  


 4   five-year plan.  Well, the current five-year plan goes
  


 5   from 2007 to 2012.  And Secretary Ken Salazar is taking a
  


 6   very cautious approach to the Arctic.  He's very concerned
  


 7   and he's listening.  That's why he's canceled the
  


 8   remaining lease sales in the Arctic for this five-year
  


 9   plan.  That's from 2007 to 2012.
  


10             Now we are putting together a plan for 2012 to
  


11   2017.  And usually when we have a plan like this, even in
  


12   these early stages, there is some idea on, okay, we are
  


13   going to propose X number of lease sales in these areas.
  


14             Well, we are not doing that this time.  There is
  


15   nothing on the books.  There could be one sale in the
  


16   Beaufort, one in the Chukchi.  There could be one in one
  


17   and not in the other, or there could be none.  So he
  


18   wanted us to come up here and, before we start the
  


19   environmental impact statement, have a clean slate and ask
  


20   people what they think and what they are concerned about
  


21   because he said we have made no decisions.  We want to
  


22   have more openness, more transparency.  He wants science
  


23   used more.  He also wants traditional knowledge
  


24   incorporated into the documents, which is very important.
  


25             I've had a little -- not a lot of experience
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 1   with traditional knowledge in other places in the world,
  


 2   but sometimes a Western scientist does something, and then
  


 3   they have to go to traditional knowledge to see if we got
  


 4   it right.  So some of us are starting to understand how
  


 5   important it is.
  


 6             Now, this five-year plan is required under the
  


 7   National Environmental Policy Act.  Because we are going
  


 8   to have this five-year plan on the OCS Lands Act, that's a
  


 9   major federal action.  That kicks in the National
  


10   Environmental Policy Act which says we have to do an EIS
  


11   before we do anything.  So this is the very, very
  


12   beginning.
  


13             And some of the things we have heard in Nuiqsut
  


14   and Kotzebue, Wainwright, and Barrow is that people are
  


15   concerned, number one, that they have a seat at the table.
  


16   Okay.  This is your backyard, your garden.  You need to be
  


17   there.  They are very concerned that if there would be,
  


18   heaven forbid, an oil spill, can it be cleaned up.  Okay.
  


19   They want to know is the community going to benefit from
  


20   this in any way.  Is there going to be some type of
  


21   revenue sharing?
  


22             If something were to allow to occur, how do we
  


23   make sure there is absolutely no impact to subsistence way
  


24   of life?  We cannot allow that.  The hunts must continue.
  


25   People must be provided by the ocean, the garden.  That
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 1   cannot be interrupted.
  


 2             There has been also issues with all the boat
  


 3   traffic that's coming in.  With the shrinking of the ice,
  


 4   we hear that there could be more ship traffic, not only
  


 5   for oil and gas, but from other countries trying to take a
  


 6   sneaky path across the north.  Well, that makes noise and
  


 7   there is more traffic.  How do we work that into the
  


 8   equation.
  


 9             And so those are the kind of things we are
  


10   starting to hear.  And we are trying to record all of that
  


11   so this information is considered in our environmental
  


12   documents and the concerns are passed from us, the worker
  


13   bee level, up to the decisionmakers.  So they are very,
  


14   very serious about that, and I'm real serious about that
  


15   myself when the director asked me to come there.  I asked
  


16   him, can I go to these meetings.
  


17             Usually the Regional Director does not come to
  


18   the scoping meetings.  He said, no, Jim, you are going to
  


19   the scoping meetings.  I said, great.  I was up here one
  


20   time as a guest and got to speak to some of you, and I
  


21   really enjoyed it.
  


22             So I've got my team here who I would like to
  


23   introduce, starting with Steve Textoris.  Where are you
  


24   from?
  


25                   MR. TEXTORIS:  I'm living in Washington,
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 1   D.C. and I'm the Leasing Acting Chief there.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Rob?
  


 3                   MR. ROB MCWHORTER:  Rob McWhorter.  I work
  


 4   for Argonne National Laboratory.  Argonne is helping the
  


 5   Bureau with their national environmental impact statement.
  


 6                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Tim Holder.  I'm based in
  


 7   Washington, D.C. with the Bureau, and I coordinate with
  


 8   our Alaska office on NEPA documents.  I always have to
  


 9   throw in here I lived in Anchorage for 19 years and I
  


10   lived in Nome for six years, both below the Arctic Circle.
  


11                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  I'm Michael Haller.  I'm
  


12   the community liaison with the Alaska Region.  And the
  


13   first time I was here was immediately after the blizzard
  


14   about six years ago, and then a few months later we
  


15   brought Operation Santa Claus up to -- I hope Santa Claus
  


16   has been better to you since then.  Thank you.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And this is Mary.  Mary
  


18   is busy.  She's our most important member of the team so
  


19   we get all of the comments so that we can put them
  


20   together and send them up.  And then Mike.
  


21                   MR. ROUTHIER:  I'm Mike Routhier.  I work
  


22   on NEPA documents from the Anchorage office.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  A couple of things we
  


24   would like to ask that -- we want everyone to speak, and
  


25   you can tell us anything you want, please.  We want to
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 1   hear it all.  We heard some very interesting things last
  


 2   night that I'm not going to repeat, but that's important.
  


 3   We needed to have that.  Please state your name so that we
  


 4   can get that in the record.  That would be great.
  


 5             And also, this is something about me personally.
  


 6   I am very hard of hearing.  I'm deaf in my left ear.  I'm
  


 7   partially deaf here.  So what I am going to do is I'm
  


 8   going to sit there.  And even though Mary is taking all
  


 9   the notes I'm going to, for myself, grab the main concepts
  


10   while I'm listening.  I'm not a good listener, so I've got
  


11   to focus on that.  And I want to ask Tim to run the
  


12   meeting and get people to talk and that kind of stuff.  I
  


13   don't want to insult anybody by sitting down and not
  


14   saying any more than this, but I don't hear well, and if
  


15   someone is talking, I want to make sure that I'm focused
  


16   on the meeting.
  


17             And anything is fair game.  You know, what do
  


18   you think about a potential lease sale.  You may not like
  


19   it.  We want to hear it.  If you are for it, tell us.  If
  


20   you have concerns, tell us.  Even if I've said what we
  


21   have heard and you feel the same way, tell us again.  We
  


22   have no problem going back to our bosses, the
  


23   decisionmakers, and say we heard this five times in five
  


24   different locations.  I don't have a problem with that at
  


25   all.  Whether or not it's a concern about oil spills,


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







9


  
 1   concern about cleaning it up, revenue sharing, impact to
  


 2   subsistence hunting and whaling, tell us what you think.
  


 3   We are going in a listening mode.
  


 4             It's sort of a new day.  We have got nothing
  


 5   planned.  And one of the options is there could be no
  


 6   lease sale.  The last four were canceled.  No decisions
  


 7   have been made about the next one.  And so we are here.
  


 8   We are all ears.  I've got one ear.  We are all recording
  


 9   everything.  And we would really like this to be a good
  


10   meeting.  Last night's meeting went for three hours in
  


11   Nuiqsut, and we had a great discussion.  No one held back.
  


12             So Tim.
  


13                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  All right.  We are
  


14   opening the floor here to comments.  So whoever wants to
  


15   go first.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  One other warning here.
  


17   If I see the conversation start to die, I'm a frustrated
  


18   teacher, and you know what happens when a teacher is
  


19   teaching and nobody asks questions; he starts calling on
  


20   people, you know.  So you know, we really want people to
  


21   tell us.  I don't care.  We had some interesting
  


22   discussions at the door.  So when I see a lull in the
  


23   discussions, I may jump up and start asking people what
  


24   they think.  So please don't be shy.
  


25             Who is going to start before I start asking
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 1   questions?
  


 2                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
  


 3   Kayotuk, for the record.  I oppose any and all offshore
  


 4   oil exploration or development and really oppose you guys
  


 5   selling or leasing any more, selling any more lease sales
  


 6   out there.  But I realize that things do happen, and if it
  


 7   does happen, I think some things need to happen before as
  


 8   far as like -- because of the climate changes and all
  


 9   that's coming up, the ice really changing, having more
  


10   winds and all of that, I think we need new baseline
  


11   studies before anything can go forward.  They have done
  


12   baseline studies before, but I think things have changed
  


13   drastically since then.  So before anything can happen, I
  


14   think new baseline studies need to happen.
  


15             Also I would like for us to have a buffer zone
  


16   around our area all along the coast.  Our community is
  


17   strictly coastal hunting in the summertimes because we are
  


18   in the ANWR area situation, and so -- and our rivers are
  


19   shallow for our boats to go up, so we hunt along the
  


20   coast.  That's where we harvest our caribou and our geese
  


21   and ducks and stuff like that.  Seals are very important
  


22   to us.  Fishing.  And if anything ever should happen bad
  


23   out there on the ocean, it's going to devastate us.  And
  


24   so I think we really need a very good buffer zone around
  


25   our area.
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 1             I've heard that there is good buffer zones
  


 2   around some of the other communities along the coast, and
  


 3   for some reason our community was left out of the buffer
  


 4   zone stuff.  So that's one of my concerns for now.
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Carla.  In
  


 6   fact, last night we heard a lot about the buffer zone, how
  


 7   come there's buffer zones in the Chukchi and not in the
  


 8   Beaufort.  So I'm glad we are hearing that again.  Thank
  


 9   you.
  


10                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?
  


11                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Marie Rexford,
  


12   resident.  I oppose offshore, also.  I have been saying
  


13   that for a number of years and still you come back with
  


14   same old hearing after hearing and hearing.  So what --
  


15   what -- what's going to change?
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We have
  


17   heard that as well last night that we keep coming back.
  


18   And I guess the short answer is, with the new
  


19   Administration, they keep asking us the same questions and
  


20   they ask us to come back and talk with the communities to
  


21   see what they say and think.  And they are listening.  The
  


22   last four lease sales were canceled.  And now this whole
  


23   new program is set up that they are not even putting
  


24   anything on the books yet and they are waiting till they
  


25   talk with you before they talk about anything else.
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 1             So we understand this is a burden and we keep
  


 2   coming back, but people are starting to listen.  And at
  


 3   least we're here to listen and take notes and take it
  


 4   back.  And so thank you for giving us the time.
  


 5                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  And I'd add one other
  


 6   thing, too.  There is an acknowledgment now of global
  


 7   warming and the impact in the Arctic, so that is one of
  


 8   the differences.  So you have noticed things.  Very
  


 9   specifically you have examples, and we would invite you to
  


10   share that if that seems appropriate in your thoughts, as
  


11   well, please.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard something
  


13   interesting today.  We were talking to a gentleman that
  


14   said that they take the snowmachines out and there are
  


15   certain areas out there where you can't go because the ice
  


16   is very thin because there is currents underneath, and
  


17   those are the kind of things we need to know.  I mean,
  


18   maybe our oceanographers doing these studies don't know
  


19   that.  So if that's traditional knowledge that people
  


20   have, we need to use it better, beginning to understand.
  


21                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  My name is Ida Angasan.
  


22   Speaking of threatened animals and stuff, I hear this -- I
  


23   have been hearing this for the past month or so.  Every
  


24   morning I read this about threatened polar bears,
  


25   threatened or extinct seals, threatened or extinct oogruks
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 1   and all of our mammals out in the ocean.  What is it --
  


 2   you know, we live off the land and the ocean.  And many of
  


 3   you live off the store-bought bread, eggs, lettuce and
  


 4   tomatoes.  We hunt for our foods.
  


 5             We live the way we live because, you know, we
  


 6   were put on this earth on the North Slope as a harsh kind
  


 7   of environment.  We live through it because our Elders,
  


 8   our ancestors, they were very wise to understand how they
  


 9   could survive the harsh lands of the North Slope.  They
  


10   hunted.  They fished.  They went to the mountains.  They
  


11   walked everywhere and whatnot.  Maybe somebody had a boat
  


12   in the summertime or not, but they went from one migration
  


13   to the next with the caribou, the sheep, the -- and in the
  


14   ocean, the fish, the oogruks, the seals and the whales.
  


15   What am I forgetting?  The beluga and our walruses.
  


16             Yeah, we get a walrus once in a great while, you
  


17   know.  And we were fortunate to have four of the beluga
  


18   came in this summer.
  


19             But, you know, it's our environment.  And the
  


20   government is trying to say this is becoming extinct.  I
  


21   think we should have them quit hunting it.  I don't think
  


22   that's -- it's -- not I don't think -- I know it's not
  


23   right.
  


24             We are the Native people of the North Slope.
  


25   Along the course -- I mean, along the coastline of all of
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 1   Alaska, you will see all different kinds of Natives.  We
  


 2   all live on the coast or in -- you know, on the shores of
  


 3   the lakes because we survive that way.
  


 4             Thank you.
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


 6   That's very good to know, and you are correct.  I mean,
  


 7   you are citizens of the United States, and you are
  


 8   citizens of Alaska, and this is your community.  And so we
  


 9   need to know that.  We need to hear that.  We need to take
  


10   that message back.  I know there is others that have
  


11   things to say.  Yes, ma'am.
  


12                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  On the baseline
  


13   studies, what do you do?
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  What do we do in terms
  


15   of the government?
  


16                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Yeah.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not a very good job at
  


18   getting the information out.  We found that out in some of
  


19   our other meetings, that our little agency alone has spent
  


20   $300,000,000 on research and 400 reports, and USGS is
  


21   doing work and NOAA, and it seems like that information is
  


22   not being tied together and getting it out to the people
  


23   that should know what it is and tell us if it's done the
  


24   right way.
  


25                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  What do you do, I
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 1   mean?
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We do -- for the studies
  


 3   we do physical oceanography, we study the whales, we
  


 4   monitor bowhead whales from the air for almost 30 years.
  


 5   There is whales out there that are swimming around that
  


 6   have tags on them so that we know they go to Canada and
  


 7   they come back and they go to the east.  We have done
  


 8   studies on Arctic cisco.  We do all these studies, but
  


 9   they end up on the shelves.  They are not getting out.
  


10                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Why do you have to do
  


11   the same thing again and again if you can get the
  


12   knowledge from the Elders?
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a weak link.  We
  


14   need to work --
  


15                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Maybe you are changing
  


16   our shoreline fisheries the way you are doing your
  


17   studies.  Maybe you are changing the ways of our food.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's very important to
  


19   hear for the traditional knowledge and the information
  


20   from the Elders.  You know, some of us now have been
  


21   converted to know how important that is.  Scientists
  


22   before me, they were all in the laboratory looking at
  


23   their numbers, and they spent no time living with the
  


24   communities.  They don't talk with people.
  


25             We had a nice lady last night, Marjorie; she was
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 1   a senior Elder and she gave the blessing.  And she told us
  


 2   how she grew up and what she had seen.  That's invaluable.
  


 3   That information we need to work into our process.  And so
  


 4   you are right.  We need to listen.  We need to get that
  


 5   information and make sure that's considered.  And people
  


 6   now that are working with this are very sincere and they
  


 7   want that information, respectfully.
  


 8                   MR. HARRY LORD:  My name is Harry Lord.
  


 9   And in 1968, our people objected to the development of
  


10   Prudhoe Bay to the point of filing a class action against
  


11   the Secretary of the Interior in the name of Edwardson v.
  


12   Morton.  Our experience was an experience of injustice.
  


13   And the injustice is, in fact, a crime against all
  


14   humanity because the negative results of that litigation
  


15   led to the extinguishment of our aboriginal rights and the
  


16   removal of all legal protections for those rights.
  


17             In 1977, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic
  


18   Slope held an Elders conference to lay out the supreme law
  


19   of the land as well as the high sea.  And the supreme law
  


20   of the land as issued by our Elders at that conference was
  


21   no offshore development, period.  And that is customary
  


22   traditional Inuit social law.  From time immemorial we
  


23   have had this inherent sovereignty with immunity, and it's
  


24   been completely ignored.
  


25             So we need to revisit this injustice of how your
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 1   carbon development in the Arctic, specifically the
  


 2   international crime scene Prudhoe Bay, Alaska.
  


 3             You all never had any title here in the Arctic.
  


 4   There was a court case in 1971, U.S. v. Escamilla, which
  


 5   was a homicide case in which the Fourth Circuit Court of
  


 6   Appeals established in a legal determination that the
  


 7   United States had no recognized means of law enforcement
  


 8   in the Arctic.  U.S. v. Escamilla.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  She's got
  


10   it.
  


11                   MR. HARRY LORD:  And so we have a grave
  


12   injustice that needs servicing.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I knew you
  


14   were going to speak.  I encouraged you.
  


15                   MR. HARRY LORD:  And so the most profound
  


16   statement I've ever heard was Nelson Mandela when he
  


17   addressed his countrymen for the very first time after he
  


18   was released from prison.  And the very first thing he
  


19   denounced was the educational policies of Apartheid as
  


20   truly a crime against humanity, and that has been the very
  


21   best academia has allowed into a society is a brain dead
  


22   education on arrival.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


24                   MR. HARRY LORD:  I'll yield.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  You can speak more than
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 1   once.  I mean, really.  Anyone else before I play teacher?
  


 2                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce Inglangasak.
  


 3   Air quality is pretty much one of the things that nobody
  


 4   is saying anything about.  Everybody knows that carbon
  


 5   monoxide kills.  For 30 years you have been pumping this
  


 6   crap into our system here.  And we have the highest rate
  


 7   of upper respiratory sickness because of carbon monoxide.
  


 8   And it's speeding up the process of global warming.
  


 9                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I'm glad you
  


10   brought the air quality part.  Just recently -- and I
  


11   don't travel towards the west very much on the Slope
  


12   towards Barrow just because of the cost and everything.
  


13   But recently I went through there, and I was appalled at
  


14   what I saw just -- we were coming in for a landing, and it
  


15   was just yellow and I'm, like, what is all that?
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Where was this?
  


17                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  This was over in
  


18   Prudhoe Bay.  We were coming in for a landing in Prudhoe
  


19   Bay.  And it's just all yellow over on this one side, and
  


20   I'm, like, what is that?  I said, they can't be having a
  


21   sand storm.  That's too yellow for a sand storm.  And I
  


22   started looking and thinking, well, maybe it's the way the
  


23   sun is shining or something.  I'm, like, no, that's not
  


24   what it is.
  


25             And then come to realize that it's, like, smog
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 1   that's there.  It's the smoke and stuff from -- from
  


 2   their -- whatever they do over there and everything.  But
  


 3   I was just appalled at how much -- how yellow it was,
  


 4   how -- it was just like a yellow fog type kind of a thing,
  


 5   smog.
  


 6             And the last few days here I have been seeing
  


 7   how, when we have the west wind, I can see it way out on
  


 8   the ocean.  You can just see that yellow haze floating by.
  


 9   And it just seems like I have been noticing it more and
  


10   more.
  


11             But I was really appalled at what I saw.  And
  


12   this was about -- we came home at the end of -- the first
  


13   of February.  And it was just -- just awful.  And I
  


14   sure -- if they are going to do development and stuff like
  


15   that, then I think, because we are in the Arctic or
  


16   anywhere else, it should be above normal standards for
  


17   what the oil development people should have to follow.
  


18                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce again.
  


19   These oil companies that are here, they have been flaring
  


20   for 30 years.  I think that's the biggest waste of energy
  


21   right there.  I mean, how many flaring they got going,
  


22   24/7, 365 days a year.  That's a lot of wasted energy
  


23   right there.  That could have been heating up a lot of
  


24   communities.  I mean, that's -- I think those people
  


25   should be paying for our hospital bills.  They brought
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 1   this upon us and our animals.  We shouldn't be going to
  


 2   hospital and paying our bills for getting treatment for
  


 3   pneumonia or something.  I mean, that's not fair, not fair
  


 4   to our people or our animals.
  


 5                   MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  You guys know
  


 6   I'm pretty much opposed to drilling oil anywhere, and a
  


 7   lot of it has to do with the environment, and it's a
  


 8   pretty negative energy, and the impact it's having on this
  


 9   world is devastating.  It's killing Mother Earth, and
  


10   people got to wake up and realize, you know, there is --
  


11   there is a lot of alternative energies out there, and we
  


12   can easily switch over, you know, with the people all
  


13   rising up together, you know.
  


14             Patent laws, for instance; there is a law to
  


15   that technology out there, but people control that
  


16   knowledge and they -- and there is a reason for it
  


17   because, you know, they -- they want that economic
  


18   leverage, you know.  They have power over someone.  And
  


19   the way I was raised when I was a children, you know, kid
  


20   growing up in this community, you shared everything, you
  


21   know, because you worked together to survive and live in
  


22   this community.  And that's our world.  It's our
  


23   community, the whole world, all of us.
  


24             I'm asking you guys, you know.  We know it.
  


25   It's time for you guys to wake up.  You are the brains of
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 1   the operation.  You are in our government.  Speak for us.
  


 2   You know it.  Follow your heart.  That's all I got to say.
  


 3             Thank you.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.  For
  


 5   those that may not be aware, the bureau we work for not
  


 6   only does oil and gas, but recently we have been given the
  


 7   authority for alternative and renewable energy.  So we are
  


 8   working on the wind farms and things like that, as well.
  


 9   So very timely comments.  Thank you, Ken.
  


10                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Are they going to
  


11   do another five-year study to see if that wind generator
  


12   is viable, or are they going to put it up now?
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right now they are
  


14   trying off of New England, the Cape Wind area.
  


15                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  What's Cape
  


16   whatever got to do with here?  Why can't they put it here?
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it will be the
  


18   first -- it's taken them ten years for them to get this
  


19   far.  It will be the first one in the country to see if it
  


20   works offshore.  So they are going to test it for you,
  


21   although the environment here is very different.  But it's
  


22   a start.  It's a start.
  


23                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  You guys come to
  


24   us with a whole bunch of questions and stuff like this,
  


25   you tell us you are going to do this and that and you show
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 1   a little picture of some little rinky-dink toy that can
  


 2   scoop oil out of our ocean in the middle of ice, and now
  


 3   you come here and tell us they are going to do a study on
  


 4   the other side of the world to see if it's viable for
  


 5   here?  I don't get it.
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  No, not viable to see if
  


 7   it could work here.  To see if it will work anywhere.
  


 8                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We are asking you.
  


 9   We need it here.  We need it now, not five years study
  


10   first and then do it.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So a study for renewable
  


12   energy in the Arctic.
  


13                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Not even studying
  


14   for many years.  We are telling you, go tell your guys we
  


15   need a wind generator over here now.  It will save a
  


16   million dollars for this community in one year.  Wait five
  


17   years, that's five million bucks.  I mean, we could use
  


18   that oil somewhere else.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


20                   MR. HARRY LORD:  We need to pry loose the
  


21   sky cell technology that the Central Intelligence Agency
  


22   is hoarding from us.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sky sale?
  


24                   MR. HARRY LORD:  Cell, C-E-L-L.  Cell.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
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 1                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Anybody else?  Pretty big
  


 2   crowd.  This is the biggest -- actually exceeds our crowd
  


 3   that we had in Barrow, a much bigger town.
  


 4                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ida Angasan.  Speaking
  


 5   of that yellowish brownish --
  


 6                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Carbon monoxide.
  


 7                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Excuse me.  That
  


 8   yellowish brownish cloud that you see from over there, I
  


 9   know; I worked at Prudhoe Bay for years.  Every time --
  


10   they have tons and tons of trucks, some ice and, you know,
  


11   all these cars and trucks that they have, especially the
  


12   big semis, they turn those on; they leave those on day and
  


13   night, 24 hours a day during the winter, you know.  And
  


14   that is where you see all of that carbon monoxide from all
  


15   the trucks and whatever is -- you know, their generators
  


16   and everything else that they have over there.  You know,
  


17   there is a plug in for -- for that, too.
  


18             It's just like Bruce said, all that gas, it's
  


19   just wasting when you are leaving a truck on.  I mean,
  


20   this is for each camp.  How many camps are there in
  


21   Prudhoe Bay?  You know, that's -- you got to think of that
  


22   sometimes.
  


23             I know in big camps like ARCO, BP and Conoco --
  


24   not -- but Conoco, ARCO and BP -- no, I got that
  


25   backwards.  Conoco, BP and all those other places they


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







24


  
 1   have over there, you know, they have got these trucks
  


 2   around there, around the buildings and then some where
  


 3   they have annexes, you know.  And then they also have
  


 4   those trucks then out of there.  And then you have the big
  


 5   semis that are in and out of there.  And they leave those
  


 6   on 24 hours a day.  I wonder how much gallons of gas they
  


 7   use in the 24 hours time.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good -- that's
  


 9   a very good question.  Thank you.
  


10                   MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Robert Thompson.
  


11   Okay.  I have a lot of concerns, and one, it's a lack of
  


12   baseline studies.  This was a problem in Prince William
  


13   Sound and the Sakhalin Islands where they have had spills.
  


14   Industry was able to argue that they don't know what was
  


15   there so they don't know what they had to compensate for.
  


16   They were able to successfully get the compensation
  


17   reduced because of no baseline studies.  So that's very
  


18   critical here.
  


19             The industry looks at this area as a great place
  


20   to do business.  There is very little business activity
  


21   going on that they have to compensate.  In the Gulf they
  


22   have multi-billions of dollars' worth of private
  


23   enterprise that they have to compensate.  Here in the
  


24   Arctic, there is very little actual business happening
  


25   other than our subsistence activities.  And they take the
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 1   attitude that they can just buy that off.  I think Shell
  


 2   had a fund for $20,000,000 to compensate for loss of
  


 3   whales.  We are not happy.  We don't agree with that at
  


 4   all.  This is our industry.  This is our economy and it
  


 5   doesn't have a price.
  


 6             So the baseline studies are important.  They
  


 7   were very haphazard before and I don't know if there is
  


 8   any one report you can call a baseline study.  Industry
  


 9   will say there's all kinds of studies that have been done
  


10   but baseline studies are what we need so we know what's
  


11   there without a doubt so there is no question about it.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Something to add to that
  


13   before you change topics.  Baseline was mentioned one
  


14   other time about the time the Secretary canceled the rest
  


15   of the sales in the current five-year program, he asked
  


16   the U.S. Geological Survey to collect all the information
  


17   on the Arctic and put it together into a report looking at
  


18   information gaps.  That report, we are told, will be out
  


19   in April, and that will help make -- will add into the
  


20   decision process of the Secretary on whether to have lease
  


21   sales or not.
  


22             USGS has gone to us to get information.  They
  


23   have gone to NOAA.  They have gone to all the agent sits.
  


24   We have not seen the report.  They are a science agency.
  


25   They don't manage things.  So to make sure it's squeaky
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 1   clean and aboveboard, we have not seen it and we won't see
  


 2   it until everyone else sees it.  So that might help in
  


 3   terms of the questions of what studies have been done,
  


 4   what's the baseline, and it should identify where the gaps
  


 5   are.  And so that should be coming out in April.  I wish I
  


 6   knew more, but -- we gave them all our reports, but they
  


 7   won't tell us anything.  They want to keep it pure.  So
  


 8   that should help.
  


 9                   MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Also I'm concerned
  


10   about the effects of dispersants.  BOEMRE I believe did
  


11   some recent studies, reports on this.  And according to
  


12   their reports in the Arctic, it's probably no more than 10
  


13   percent effective.  And there is no studies on long-term
  


14   effects of what's happening.  What's happening in the Gulf
  


15   could happen here, but worse.  We got colder weather.
  


16             And I don't know if there is any studies related
  


17   to oil breakdown in the Arctic or dispersant breakdown and
  


18   what effects it will have on the marine life.  That should
  


19   be done before these are -- before the leases happen so
  


20   that the oil companies can't just say that just makes it
  


21   go away.  And that's what they did here is they told us
  


22   the dispersant just makes the oil go away.  It's no longer
  


23   a problem.  We are finding out that that's not the truth.
  


24             We want to have the truth.  We don't want to get
  


25   lied to.  We've had Shell Oil come here and Minerals
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 1   Management lie to us right in this room, and we are tired
  


 2   of it.
  


 3             We have no Coast Guard here.  Coast Guard is
  


 4   supposed to monitor the oil spill activities.  They don't
  


 5   have a presence here.  They don't have the capacity.  They
  


 6   admit it.  They don't have icebreakers.  They do not have
  


 7   the capacity to monitor the oil industry.  Pete Sleaby
  


 8   from Shell says we don't need them.  We don't do the
  


 9   cleanup anyway.  I guess he implies that they should do it
  


10   on the honor system, but I'm not ready to give Shell Oil
  


11   the consideration of doing things on an honor system.
  


12   The.
  


13             The Coast Guard is hired to monitor the
  


14   activities, and we demand that that happen.  That's
  


15   actually the law.  Otherwise just say it's not needed.
  


16   But all indications are that that's who is responsible for
  


17   oil activities.  And the industry itself has no capacity
  


18   to operate in Arctic ice.  They don't have ice icebreakers
  


19   If you look out on the ocean as you came to the runway
  


20   here, you can see what's happened just in the last few
  


21   days.  I don't know if any ship is going to be running
  


22   around in there.  Even if they were to have icebreakers,
  


23   some of that ice is on the bottom.  I don't think the
  


24   icebreakers can even travel in those conditions.
  


25             Okay.  The industry was allowed to say what
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 1   their worst-case scenario for an oil spill was, and they
  


 2   chose to do it for August when there is water.  Okay.
  


 3   They should not be the one to say when they have to make a
  


 4   plan for cleanup.  It should be as it's frozen, being the
  


 5   first of October.  By using August, they are able to fool
  


 6   the public into thinking they have some capacity, which
  


 7   even then they had limited capacity.
  


 8             In regard to that, they should have satellite
  


 9   data for wave activity.  There is a lot of times when they
  


10   will not be able to operate with their cleaning operation.
  


11   This has happened off Norway where not even a drop was
  


12   cleaned up on a very large offshore oil spill.  22-foot
  


13   waves and nothing was cleaned up.  We have those
  


14   conditions here.  That should be public knowledge, how
  


15   much of the time they can do cleanup during the open ice
  


16   time.  They go into broken ice conditions and allude to
  


17   some capacity, but the question is how can they clean up
  


18   oil under the ice.
  


19             BOEMRE itself said if this were to happen, most
  


20   likely we would just have to let it spill until the
  


21   following season.  That's not acceptable.  I don't know
  


22   how they came up with that that they could do that to us.
  


23   This becomes environmental justice issue.  This is an
  


24   issue that affects us.  We don't get any benefit from that
  


25   oil.  So if people in the United States want to drill,
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 1   they can do it offshore California, offshore Florida, off
  


 2   the East Coast of the United States.  If they want the
  


 3   oil, drill there first before they come here.
  


 4             Okay.  The air quality permits should be
  


 5   cumulative to include the onshore activities.  What's
  


 6   happened on the North Slope, air quality permits are bid
  


 7   for each lease sale leased, not considering other ones
  


 8   cumulatively.  That's why we've got the problem here.
  


 9   That happened for 30 years in the Prudhoe Bay area.  The
  


10   permits were given out but not collectively all together.
  


11   It might be okay this year for this small operation, but
  


12   all together it accumulates and we have the effects of it.
  


13             Another problem is on State leases, they don't
  


14   have people to monitor the permits, the air quality
  


15   permits and so on, but DEC has only two people to monitor
  


16   all the permits.  So in that regard on these permits,
  


17   there should be people there at all times to monitor the
  


18   conditions.  I found out that Shell has no nonShell people
  


19   on board their drilling ships.  To me that's not
  


20   acceptable.  There should be somebody to monitor the
  


21   activity to make sure they are in compliance.  They did
  


22   not have that up to this point.  I don't know if that
  


23   continues, but to me that's not acceptable.  There again,
  


24   it's an honor system for the industry.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good
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 1   point.  Because of what happened in the Gulf there was
  


 2   only 56 inspectors.  They are going up to probably 200.
  


 3   And up in the Arctic, if there were to be drilling, there
  


 4   would be an inspector on the drill ship 24/7.
  


 5                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  How many?
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know at least one,
  


 7   maybe two because of the 12-hour shifts.  Do you know
  


 8   offhand?  Two?  Two, at least.
  


 9                   MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  I'd like to
  


10   see baseline health studies on our health.  If we are
  


11   affected by health -- and I've heard the industry say
  


12   people in Nuiqsut, they're just smoking these cigarettes.
  


13   That's not acceptable.  If they are going to be in this
  


14   area putting out pollution into the atmosphere, they have
  


15   got to know what our health is.
  


16             And another thing I believe everybody should
  


17   learn from the Gulf spill is about spill response
  


18   capacity.  They had 3,700 boats operating on that spill.
  


19   We don't have that many boats, and I don't think they can
  


20   get them here and they can't operate in the winter.  So we
  


21   don't have any spill response capacity.
  


22             The industry talks about a robust plan.  They
  


23   tell the public, oh, we are really concerned.  I think
  


24   they have five boats.  Well, that doesn't quite get it.
  


25   And then they tell people that this is an exploratory well
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 1   like it's not a concern.  The Deepwater Horizon was an
  


 2   exploratory well.  The public should know these things.
  


 3   Don't just listen to the industry.  And our government
  


 4   should tell us also the risks on this.  We shouldn't have
  


 5   to listen to the oil industry tell us how great they are.
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard that last night
  


 7   that on a very bad day on the Arctic, people out there are
  


 8   going to be more worried about saving their own lives than
  


 9   cleaning up oil.  We heard that last night.
  


10                   MR. THOMPSON:  There are 16 endangered and
  


11   threatened species, and there are probably going to be
  


12   three more listed.  So these should be addressed, not have
  


13   lawsuits try and change the law or having the Republican
  


14   Administration trying to do away with the Environmental
  


15   Protection Agency.  The laws are there to protect us, and
  


16   we need to have those regulations in place and be
  


17   followed, not the people that are -- who knows how they
  


18   are related to the oil industry trying to diminish the law
  


19   so that the industry can act.
  


20             We are tired of that.  That's happened here in
  


21   Alaska.  We have had 12 of our congress people and one
  


22   senator that were convicted of violations of this in
  


23   relation to this activity.  We are tired of it.  Those
  


24   people work for us, and they have got to take care of our
  


25   interests.
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 1                   MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  Adding onto
  


 2   these thing here --
  


 3                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  I don't think -- are you
  


 4   done, Mr. Thompson?
  


 5                   MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Go ahead.  I'll get
  


 6   some more.
  


 7                   MR. KENT SIMS:  I just wanted to add on
  


 8   here.  You said worry about your own survival during an
  


 9   oil spill.  You know, in the Arctic, yeah, even in our own
  


10   homes sometimes we have to band together to survive, you
  


11   know, just regular living.  I just wanted to throw that in
  


12   there.  Not during a catastrophe, just bad weather -- if
  


13   you bring a catastrophe, we ain't going to able to help if
  


14   you got bad weather up here, help the oil industry if they
  


15   need it because a lot of times we are fighting for our own
  


16   survival.  And we are together, you know.  But --
  


17             That happened a few years ago.  We lost
  


18   electricity and most of the people had alternative -- you
  


19   know, they were used to camping and people were throwing
  


20   up tents in their house, throwing up Coleman stoves and
  


21   all kinds of gadgets that we have because we still go out
  


22   on the land and live off the land.  And if it wasn't for
  


23   that, there probably would have been dozens of people dead
  


24   in this village during that blizzard a few years ago.
  


25   It's just where we are from.  We live up here.
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 1                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce Inglangasak.
  


 2   Revenue sharing.  We live here.  Where does most of this
  


 3   money go?
  


 4                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  The answer is, from the
  


 5   Outer Continental Shelf, the revenues that come in from
  


 6   that for leasing and all the subsequent activities,
  


 7   rentals and so forth go into the Federal Treasury.  Now,
  


 8   there is a program that started about three -- two or
  


 9   three years ago called CIAP, Coastal Impact Assistance
  


10   Program.  It's $10,000,000 over four years, and it's
  


11   distributed according to a formula, basically who has the
  


12   most activity.  So Louisiana gets, by far, the largest
  


13   share by state, but Alaska gets a chunk of the money.  I
  


14   don't have the dollar -- the dollars, but --
  


15                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  This is our home
  


16   here, you know.  You pump this crap out of our land here
  


17   and some city on the other side of this country is getting
  


18   a whole big chunk of it, and we, the people here, get
  


19   pennies.
  


20                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, there is Outer
  


21   Continental Shelf activity for decades and nothing got
  


22   back to the states or communities.  So at least there is a
  


23   little bit.  But those are -- the decisions about that are
  


24   made by Congress.  And we can put this in the record
  


25   here.
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 1                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will take the message
  


 2   forward.
  


 3                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Pass the message up.
  


 4                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We live here.  We
  


 5   got to pay for -- we got to pay big money to pay for our
  


 6   heating bill, our lights and our food that you send up
  


 7   here, and we got to pay for it.  I mean, and we get chump
  


 8   change out of this revenue, so-called revenue sharing.  We
  


 9   are getting scraps from it.  Thirty years of this, and
  


10   look at our community here.  We finally got running water
  


11   just within our community after 30 years.  And Anchorage
  


12   had it, Juneau had it for 30 years.  So this revenue
  


13   sharing is going the wrong direction.  People that live
  


14   here should be getting it so we can pay for all these
  


15   goodies that you have.
  


16                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
  


17   Kayotuk.  I just wanted to say that I agree with Robert
  


18   that there needs to be more cumulative impact studies; not
  


19   just impact studies, but cumulative impact studies.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


21                   MR. HARRY LORD:  That's a very good point,
  


22   Carla.
  


23                   MR. HARRY LORD:  That's a very good point,
  


24   Carla.  Harry Lord, once again.  And I believe that a
  


25   quantitative assessment on the damage to our people's
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 1   culture and way of life has never been accomplished since
  


 2   the advent of Prudhoe Bay, and we have suffered miserably
  


 3   with the extinguishment of our rights.  And Prudhoe Bay
  


 4   was stolen from our people, taken criminally.
  


 5             It was a criminal expropriation, and we are
  


 6   entitled to triple the damages for such pernicious
  


 7   activity, for every barrel of oil that has been stolen
  


 8   from us.  We are entitled to triple damages.  The impact
  


 9   on our people has been that significant.  It's inexcusable
  


10   and unpardonable, that we were left to suffer this
  


11   injustice from then to now.
  


12             Hydrocarbon on the brain is known to be very
  


13   dangerous.  And that's precisely what's driving your
  


14   political economy over the cliff is hydrocarbon on the
  


15   brain.  I was once criticized for opposing development.
  


16   They said you are against drilling, aren't you?  I said,
  


17   no, no.  I'm all for drilling, but in the appropriate
  


18   region, like a transorbital lobotomy for hydrocarbon on
  


19   the brain.
  


20             I'll yield once again.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


22   Mr. Thompson.
  


23                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I'm first.  Excuse me,
  


24   Robert.  I agree with Robert Thompson, too.  Ida Angasan.
  


25   When you said about the ice and the icebergs and
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 1   everything, especially when he's talking about coming up
  


 2   to Alaska in August to try out the oil spill materials and
  


 3   stuff and everything.  They have to come up here in the
  


 4   wintertime.  As you were coming in from out there, the
  


 5   icebergs, they are pushing against one another as it is
  


 6   right off this other island that we have.  There is ice
  


 7   out there that none of the ships or any kind of boats will
  


 8   be able to clean up anything because they will get crushed
  


 9   anyways, you know.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Is that the term, the
  


11   ivu?
  


12                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ivu, I-V-U.  Ivu.
  


13   That's how you spell it.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We saw that in Barrow
  


15   this week.  Impressive.
  


16                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  And it's right out here,
  


17   too.  It's been going that way for this whole year.  And
  


18   it's -- how are you going to -- how are they coming up
  


19   here with their boats and their ships and everything and
  


20   be able to get through this ice?  And they are always
  


21   saying, okay, we will come up and do an oil spill practice
  


22   or something.  You can't do it in the summertime or in
  


23   August.  You should come up here in the wintertime and see
  


24   what kind of progress the oil companies can make in
  


25   learning how to do the oil spill thing while it is
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 1   blizzarding out there.  Let them find out that when there
  


 2   is an oil spill.
  


 3             And I also oppose oil spill -- oil drilling in
  


 4   the ocean.  How are they going to able to see what they
  


 5   can do in an oil spill practice out there in the icebergs
  


 6   with the blizzards?  You can't see anything.
  


 7             Thank you.
  


 8                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Who is -- Mr. Thompson.
  


 9                   MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  Okay.  About
  


10   the drilling, if it ever goes to that point, I talked to
  


11   Shell about this about why couldn't they drill a relief
  


12   well at the same time as they drill an exploratory well or
  


13   any well so they have a means of shutting it off.  We know
  


14   from a spill off of Australia and the Deepwater Horizon
  


15   that it takes about three months to get that relief well
  


16   in place, if they could get it to the site, which you may
  


17   not because, you know, if the spill were to happen first
  


18   of October and the relief ship is somewhere else and they
  


19   don't have icebreakers to move around and, according to
  


20   BOEMRE, you just have to let it go till next year.
  


21             Well, possibly it should be required that the
  


22   relief well be done at the same time as the well so there
  


23   is at least some chance of stopping it.  I know it would
  


24   be an extra expense, but it's very important to us.  And
  


25   that should be a requirement.  If they can't do it, if
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 1   they get that far along, then they shouldn't be drilling.
  


 2             I've always asked the question.  I've asked this
  


 3   to the CEO of Shell and I've asked it to the
  


 4   [indiscernible] Delegation, can oil be cleaned up in the
  


 5   Arctic Ocean, and nobody will answer that question.  And
  


 6   I'm saying -- then they might say to me in broken ice we
  


 7   can have some capacity.  I'm saying underneath the ice,
  


 8   when it's flowing out underneath the ice can it be cleaned
  


 9   up.  Until somebody answers that question -- if nobody can
  


10   answer it, then just say, hey, you are not going to do it.
  


11             They say, well, there is risks.  Well, it's not
  


12   a risk to the guys down in Anchorage or in D.C. or
  


13   anything.  It's a risk to us, us the people here.  And
  


14   they are not going to be concerned.  All of you people, if
  


15   we have a spill, you won't be up here.  You won't see it.
  


16   You're not going to be affected in D.C. or wherever you
  


17   are from, but we are here and affected.
  


18             The risks to the oil industry -- this is
  


19   probably really a great thing for them because they are
  


20   not going to have to pay off -- the risk is not to the
  


21   industry because they have sustained two large spills.
  


22   All they have got to do is raise the price of gas, and
  


23   they are doing it as we speak.  The price is going up.
  


24   Any problems with income, we are going to pay for it when
  


25   we -- we consume the product.
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 1             So we have got to get off of this product, this
  


 2   oil.  And they will say, so they can get what they want,
  


 3   now, we're running out.  We've got to do it.  We are not
  


 4   running out.  In North America there is more than 2,400
  


 5   years of oil that we know about.  The Alberta Tar Sands,
  


 6   more than two trillion barrels of energy.  On the North
  


 7   Slope of Alaska, the coal can keep the United States in
  


 8   fossil fuel for over 500 years in addition to the oil.
  


 9             So we're not running out, so we don't have to be
  


10   listening to that story as why we should continue and we
  


11   should be patriotic particular and endorse all of this.
  


12   We have got to change.  We have got to change.  This oil
  


13   is taking us down.  Our involvement in wars and activities
  


14   around the world, our economy is going down because of our
  


15   dependence on this oil.  We have got to change over to
  


16   alternative energy.
  


17             The money spent on the Gulf War could have
  


18   turned us over to alternative energy.  All the money we've
  


19   spent on that war for the last 20 years in that region and
  


20   ongoing expenses by this country to stabilize things,
  


21   that's directly related to oil, and it's taking our
  


22   country down.  We have got to change to something where we
  


23   don't spend all our resources on that.
  


24             That's my statement.
  


25                   MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Edward Rexford,
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 1   Senior, for the record, Acting Vice President for our
  


 2   tribal government here.  And all these years you probably
  


 3   hear us telling the same stories of our opposition to
  


 4   offshore oil and gas activities, even seismic work because
  


 5   we know that causes a lot of damage.  And still no studies
  


 6   have been done on what damage has been done under the
  


 7   seismic activity, per se, after it happens.  Is there some
  


 8   way scuba divers could be deployed to check what kind of
  


 9   damage is happening under there, you know, the food chain
  


10   system, all the invertebrates, clams, starfish, all that?
  


11   Nobody has done that kind of studies.
  


12             And all these years industry been drilling in
  


13   the Beaufort here with our objections to the activities
  


14   and disposing of drilling muds and cuttings off on the ice
  


15   and the waters.  And you know, we know that stuff contains
  


16   toxic chemicals.
  


17             Now, I just recently learned last year, it's
  


18   also considered a radioactive waste, and that hasn't been
  


19   brought to our attention by the industry.  And that's been
  


20   dumped into our ocean for years.  And it's just causing
  


21   the epidemic of cancers in the Arctic.  You know, these
  


22   kind of studies needs to be done and, you know, this is
  


23   serious.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's good.  We heard
  


25   about the effects of seismic on all the animals, not just
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 1   the whales.  We heard that in another meeting.  So thank
  


 2   you.  Even though Shell is -- withdrew their plan to drill
  


 3   this coming summer, they agree to take all the cuttings
  


 4   and the muds south, not to dispose of them.  Although they
  


 5   are not going to drill this coming year, the final plan
  


 6   was that they would take all the drill muds and take them
  


 7   south for disposal on land.  So --
  


 8                   MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  And I bet
  


 9   pressure by the Whaling Commission brought that about
  


10   because the U.S. government was using a zero discharge
  


11   designation but, you know, it doesn't completely eliminate
  


12   the discharge of waste overboard, you know.
  


13             And I know there is two different distinctions,
  


14   one in Norway where it's a different system they have and,
  


15   you know, compared to the U.S.  And I think they have zero
  


16   harmful discharge which says they cannot discharge
  


17   anything overboard, but in the U.S. it's zero discharge,
  


18   but then you could discharge toxic waste overboard.  That
  


19   don't make sense.  So that's got to be rectified also if
  


20   offshore activity will happen here.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


22                   MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  And if I think
  


23   of anything else, I'll add on a little later.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Please.  You are
  


25   welcome.
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 1                   MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Thank you.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


 3                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  With respect to your
  


 4   point about the sound from seismic activities, about ten
  


 5   years ago and before, there was several years where MMS
  


 6   paid for studies related to seismic and effect on bowhead
  


 7   whales and how it deflected the bowhead whales.
  


 8   Dr. Richardson from LGL was the principal investigator on
  


 9   that.  And in fact, one time I was here at Kaktovik
  


10   before, he happened to be here to present the findings of
  


11   his study.
  


12             But the issue that you bring up of the effect of
  


13   seismic on other marine mammals and other --
  


14                   MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Not just
  


15   whales.
  


16                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  -- down the food chain is
  


17   one that I've not heard before.  And I think we have our
  


18   studies program.  It's a national program, but we have our
  


19   Alaska part of it, and I think it's -- that's one thing
  


20   that we don't have to wait for anything to do with the
  


21   five-year program.  We can take -- that's a program that
  


22   gets funded annually and we can take those ideas back and
  


23   try to fit those into our program.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have heard that twice
  


25   now at two different meetings.  Thank you.
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 1                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Nuiqsut.  And that's a
  


 2   whole -- everybody was so focused, I think, on the bowhead
  


 3   whale as the, you know, kind of the top of the food chain
  


 4   out there is the most concern, but there is other things
  


 5   going on.
  


 6                   MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  The whole food
  


 7   chain system that hasn't been looked at after seismic
  


 8   activity passes through.
  


 9                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  People in Nuiqsut brought
  


10   up even the effect on krill, did the krill get deflected
  


11   from where the whales feed.  So that's a very interesting
  


12   question.
  


13                   MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  George Kaleak,
  


14   Senior, for the record.  I also am opposed and always will
  


15   be opposed to offshore oil development.  Also a whaling
  


16   captain, hunter.  I live -- I love to eat the sea mammal,
  


17   all the animals that we subsist on.  And going back to the
  


18   seismic activity, I also stated that I wanted not just in
  


19   a one mile or -- I wanted it broadened to -- you know,
  


20   it -- the sound can go over 50 miles, and whales can hear
  


21   it.  I wanted it broadened further to actually have people
  


22   on site seeing the effects that seismic activity does to
  


23   all the sea mammals.
  


24             And they couldn't give me an answer or they
  


25   couldn't -- they didn't even study that or nothing.  And
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 1   that's what I've always wanted to see, the effects that
  


 2   involves, I mean, because they don't know what -- what
  


 3   seismic activity does to all the -- all the sea mammal.
  


 4   They don't.
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard a similar
  


 6   comment like that, so that's the second time we have heard
  


 7   to look at the bigger picture.
  


 8                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  With people on site
  


 9   seeing the effects of what seismic activity does, not --
  


10   not the people that work for -- work for the seismic
  


11   activity that do the blasting, but maybe other entities
  


12   that study it and get the studies.
  


13                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  We have some ongoing
  


14   studies with respect to the seismic and we have what's
  


15   called passive acoustic monitors going on.  So that's kind
  


16   of an ongoing -- obviously a big and ongoing issue.  So
  


17   point well taken.
  


18                   MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Because I told them I'd
  


19   much rather have these thumpers that they do on the ground
  


20   and invent some kind of thumper that will go to the ground
  


21   and thump seismic activity rather than blasting because
  


22   that's far worse than the thumping that we have seen here
  


23   before.
  


24                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Different technologies
  


25   rather than straight up seismic.
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 1                   MR. HARRY LORD:  Can I add onto what he's
  


 2   speaking on the seismic activity?  There is new improved
  


 3   additional technology called Geomatic Promise.  And
  


 4   Geomatic Promise is satellite surface earth penetrating
  


 5   radar.  And they can assess from satellite, you know, all
  


 6   our mineral assets, all our deposits, you know, with
  


 7   precision and accuracy.  We don't have to go out and do no
  


 8   seismic blasting to determine what's there.  There is
  


 9   up-to-date technology that eliminates and makes seismic
  


10   tests obsolete.
  


11             So we need the -- to look at prying loose, you
  


12   know, this type of technology that's being hoarded once
  


13   again by the Central Intelligence Agency.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.
  


15                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me jump in here for
  


16   a moment.  I wanted to mention because it was -- were
  


17   there any of the whaling captains that went to Barrow this
  


18   week to the commission meeting?  It was interesting.
  


19   Director Bromwich asked Dr. Kendall to go and attend and
  


20   take some part in that and make a few comments, so I
  


21   thought it would probably be important for you to maybe
  


22   highlight that a little bit with them, if that would not
  


23   put you on the spot.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, sure.  Not a problem
  


25   whatsoever.
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 1                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  I was just thinking
  


 2   about some of the things you've been talking about, and it
  


 3   was very much --
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very similar to what we
  


 5   heard with the whaling captains at their convention.  They
  


 6   gave me 15 minutes to speak with them and to say that
  


 7   Mr. Bromwich, our director, is committed to listening to
  


 8   what the whaling captains had to say.  We had a special
  


 9   meeting with them because while we were in Wainwright and
  


10   Kotzebue, some of the whaling captains were in Barrow at
  


11   the convention, so we had to have two meetings at the same
  


12   time.  So we thanked the whaling captains for allowing us
  


13   to speak to them.
  


14             We are committed to making decisions, the
  


15   Secretary and the Director, based on the best information
  


16   on the best technology and using traditional knowledge.
  


17   And one of the things that came up such as about the
  


18   seismic is that, okay, some people say there are studies
  


19   done, but where is it.  So when we went back to the office
  


20   we said, they are right, that there were some studies that
  


21   had been done, but it's not accessible to the people that
  


22   should have it.  So what we are trying to do, at least on
  


23   our website at first, to get that information and make it
  


24   more available.
  


25             Some of the new technology you are speaking
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 1   about, you know, are probably out there but, again, the
  


 2   companies and the government doesn't make a good job of
  


 3   getting it to the people that need to know where it's at.
  


 4                   MR. HARRY LORD:  I think we need to get me
  


 5   into Homeland Security to penetrate the veil because there
  


 6   is technology available, you know, that can make
  


 7   development infinitely safer, but it's not being
  


 8   disclosed, you know.  It's -- a lot of it is classified
  


 9   unnecessarily for national security.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what I'm hearing you
  


11   say, interpreted my way, is that if there were to be
  


12   development, it would have to be responsible development
  


13   using the best technologies that are proven.  Is that what
  


14   I'm hearing?
  


15                   MR. HARRY LORD:  Yes.  We need to look at,
  


16   you know, improving our methods, you know.  There is
  


17   technological advancements in electronics.  The Promise
  


18   software and the Geomatics; mating the Promise software
  


19   with Geomatics.  The powers that be have a clear vision,
  


20   you know, of what's exploitable in strategic minerals the
  


21   world over, you know, but none of that data is available
  


22   to the general public because it's a national security
  


23   secret.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Also it was pointed out
  


25   in Barrow by one of the scientists there; Dr. Robert
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 1   Suydam mentioned that there may be environmental
  


 2   information that the oil companies have that should be out
  


 3   there.  And so we are going to go back and work with them
  


 4   to make some of the information available if we can get
  


 5   them to release it.
  


 6             But along with the high technology, what we also
  


 7   spoke with the whaling captains is the other side of
  


 8   traditional knowledge, that sometimes you don't need the
  


 9   fancy technology if you can talk to the Elders that have
  


10   passed down this information for decades, if not hundreds
  


11   of years.
  


12             Like we learned today, some areas you cannot
  


13   take your snowmachine out there because there is currents
  


14   going around and the ice is very thin.  Those are the
  


15   things we need to capture.  That information needs to be
  


16   integrated with the high tech science.  At least that's my
  


17   interpretation.
  


18                   MR. HARRY LORD:  In addition, you know, I
  


19   was very impressed with Dr. James Hanson, you know, when
  


20   he called out for prosecuting the executives of the
  


21   industry for crimes against humanity for the corruption of
  


22   data on climate change.  And that's not the only data they
  


23   are corrupting.  I have the GAO at-risk report, and your
  


24   agency is high on the list.
  


25             And the corruption of data by the industry in
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 1   terms of the rate of production, you know, for assessing
  


 2   royalties and taxation -- I mean, you people don't even
  


 3   have a clue what it is that they are even producing even
  


 4   in Prudhoe Bay.  There is no means of verification for
  


 5   accuracy on what it is that they report.
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you brought
  


 7   that up because you know we are going -- you don't know
  


 8   this, but we are going through a reorganization, and the
  


 9   first thing they did October 1st was the part of the
  


10   agency that collected the money has been taken out and is
  


11   put under a new Assistant Secretary so they now just focus
  


12   on collecting the revenue and making sure it goes to the
  


13   right place.  The agency I'm with is only responsible for
  


14   management and safety.
  


15             Come this coming October 1st, we are going to be
  


16   broken up again -- and this is what they liked in Nuiqsut
  


17   and, I believe, Barrow is that people like us will only be
  


18   responsible for the science and the management, but the
  


19   inspections, getting back to having people on the
  


20   platform, will be under a new bureau, the Bureau of Safety
  


21   and Environmental Enforcement where they don't worry about
  


22   managing the resources or the oil companies collecting the
  


23   money.  Their only job is to enforce the laws.  And that
  


24   will be broken up so that they don't have to worry about
  


25   what we do.
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 1             They worry about, okay, there are the laws, this
  


 2   is what industry has to do, we are going to live on the
  


 3   platform and make sure it happens.  So that will be a
  


 4   nice, clean -- that's focused on what they have to do.
  


 5             Ma'am.  I'm sorry.
  


 6                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
  


 7   Kayotuk, for the record.  I think that's all great that
  


 8   you are doing that, but I think -- and what I hope is that
  


 9   you still keep the open communication's to where stuff --
  


10   you just don't just stay focused in your one area and not
  


11   have the communication that needs to happen for your thing
  


12   to work.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are extremely
  


14   perceptive because you -- from what I just said, you
  


15   picked up on it.  And we have been working on this for a
  


16   few months.  And that's one thing we just figured out,
  


17   that you have an agency that deals with the management and
  


18   the science, and then you have the engineers and the
  


19   inspectors.
  


20             We probably have to use a lot of the same
  


21   information and data, so we have to have that active
  


22   communication.  And that's where the good management has
  


23   to come in so that we don't have problems where data gets
  


24   stored or corrupted, that it's a free flow of information,
  


25   it's all aboveboard, and it's transparent.  So you are
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 1   very perceptive.  That's what we're dealing with now, how
  


 2   do you make this work so it's aboveboard, it's
  


 3   transparent, and there is no corruption in the data.
  


 4                   MR. HARRY LORD:  I think the 911
  


 5   Commission was on a good crack on the interoperability in
  


 6   communications technology.  And so that will keep the
  


 7   information flow, you know, like the cross flow flowing.
  


 8   Okay.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Ma'am.
  


10                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Nora Jane Burns.
  


11   For your -- each time you break up into new groups, will
  


12   you be seeing the mission statement of the new MMS?  What
  


13   is your mission statement to serving the whole state of
  


14   Alaska or --
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that.
  


16   I wish I would have brought it with us.  My agency, the
  


17   Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, which is what we will
  


18   be, will be to manage the resource in an environmentally
  


19   safe manner.  Okay.  The Bureau of Safety and
  


20   Environmental Enforcement -- and I don't remember the
  


21   exact words -- are to enforce the rules and regulations so
  


22   that it is safe for the people that work there, the
  


23   communities, and the environment.
  


24             We are just forming these now.  And there is --
  


25   a lot of the higher managers way above us are working this
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 1   out, but it's going to be two separate missions.
  


 2                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So will the
  


 3   communities in each area get a mission statement of what
  


 4   they come up with each time they get a new department so
  


 5   at least we know what they have to enforce and we keep
  


 6   them straight in line?
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  If we don't do it, shame
  


 8   on us.
  


 9                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  And I want to say one of
  


10   my responsibilities is to make sure that we communicate
  


11   that very clearly with you so it becomes routine
  


12   understanding among all of us.  And with three agencies,
  


13   it will take all of us a little bit of time to get that
  


14   into our mindset because it's a significant change for the
  


15   government and how we interact.  But our job is to
  


16   simplify it and make it plain and easy for you to
  


17   understand.
  


18                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Because a liaison in
  


19   each community to --
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have heard that
  


21   before, that we should have a liaison and more of a
  


22   presence.  So thank you for mentioning that again.
  


23                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ida Angasan, for the
  


24   record.  Speaking of communications, this -- they called
  


25   the school on this Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.
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 1   They should call the City, the City of Kaktovik at
  


 2   640-6313.  They should call NVK, 640-2042, and they should
  


 3   also call the North Slope Borough liaison's office, Nora
  


 4   Jane Burns, 640-6128.  And it didn't get very far from the
  


 5   school because I work in the school, and someone told me I
  


 6   should give this piece of paper to each student and so
  


 7   they could give it to their parents.  I don't think that's
  


 8   right.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.
  


10                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  We did
  


11   actually make those other contacts you are talking about.
  


12   The idea was to, like you do with a safety message or
  


13   anything else, if you can give it to the kids to take home
  


14   as a gentle reminder, it was nothing more than that at
  


15   all.  And as far as trying to get the word out, we are
  


16   just looking for ways to make sure everybody is aware that
  


17   we are going to come and have a meeting.  So thank you for
  


18   your reference.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we met the science
  


20   teacher today, and she said her husband runs the radio
  


21   station.
  


22                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  We have a radio station,
  


23   99.8?  99.1 or --
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are going to become
  


25   our friends.  They'll become one of our new friends so we
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 1   can get -- if people don't know about meetings in advance
  


 2   early enough, how can they participate?  So thank you.
  


 3                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
  


 4   Kayotuk.  Couple things here.  I'm glad that Nora Jane
  


 5   asked what your mission statement was, and I'm glad that
  


 6   you said something about safety of the communities.
  


 7   Several years ago, probably more than five years ago MMS
  


 8   sat in here, and there were just a few of us here at that
  


 9   meeting.  And I asked them how could you guys continue to
  


10   do these lease sales when 100 percent of everybody in each
  


11   community along the coast of Alaska oppose these offshore
  


12   lease sales.  And he sat there and looked me straight in
  


13   the face and said, because it's for the betterment of the
  


14   country.  Never mind that we are part of the country.  And
  


15   I took very great offense to that.
  


16             And so I'm hoping you guys will follow by what
  


17   your mission statement is that it's for the safety, try to
  


18   do what's best for the communities.  And keep in mind that
  


19   we are the communities.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we will take that
  


21   message back.  We are not the decisionmakers, but we will
  


22   take the message back.
  


23                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  And you had
  


24   mentioned that somebody said something in another
  


25   community wanting a seat at the table.  Even though we
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 1   oppose, oppose offshore development and exploratory stuff,
  


 2   the City of Kaktovik has always fought for a seat at the
  


 3   table for onshore development for ANWR, even though they
  


 4   haven't really taken a stand for or against it.  But we
  


 5   feel that it's important to have a seat at the table
  


 6   because it's going to affect us.
  


 7             I think that's very important for each community
  


 8   is that when you are getting ready to do these lease sales
  


 9   or having your public hearings or whatever, that each
  


10   community that is going to be impacted by this have
  


11   someone at the seat of the table in these dealings.
  


12                   MS. IDA ANGASAN:  For informational
  


13   purposes, very good, Carla.
  


14                   MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford, for
  


15   the record, vice acting mayor.  I'm opposed to any
  


16   invasive activity in any environment.  Regarding
  


17   scientific studies, you must ensure these studies
  


18   conducted are noninvasive to the wildlife, environment,
  


19   and also with development, if at all possible.  The noise
  


20   pollution which occurs during the seismic exploration, the
  


21   exploratory drilling, the drilling itself, up until the
  


22   well is dry, the numbers of vessel on hands during the
  


23   drilling would be too numerous, I believe.
  


24             At the moment everything about the oil
  


25   development process is destructive and should not be
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 1   allowed in any environment.  Thank you.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


 3                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Matthew, is that
  


 4   something that we could have a printed copy for the
  


 5   record?
  


 6                   MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Yes.
  


 7                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.
  


 8                   MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  Going back to
  


 9   that -- your mission statement and your guys' job to, I
  


10   guess, manage the minerals in an environmentally safe way,
  


11   you know, and the real truth is it's not being done that
  


12   way.  It's not.  Everybody knows that's the truth.  Deep
  


13   down you know it's the truth.  We all know it's the truth.
  


14   And can it even be done environmentally safe?  It should
  


15   be able to be, but as it stands now, it's not being done,
  


16   and the cost and the -- you know, the intentional held
  


17   back of the technology that it would take to make them
  


18   make -- them do this in a responsible environmentally safe
  


19   way for the animals, for the people, for the planet, for
  


20   the air we breathe, you know, they are killing us.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you are next.
  


22                   MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon, for the
  


23   record.  I have a question:  The principals, the chain of
  


24   command, you guys are what?  What do you do?  Who do you
  


25   report to?  Who says what?  Who has authority to do what?
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 1   You have a website as to where I can look at it and say I
  


 2   shouldn't be talking to these guys because this is a
  


 3   different matter I should be talking about.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  It would be
  


 5   boemre.gov.
  


 6                   MR. SAM GORDON:  If you could write that
  


 7   down, I'd appreciate it.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Could someone
  


 9   write that down for him?
  


10                   MR. SAM GORDON:  It doesn't make sense to
  


11   be talking to you guys if I need to direct it to someone
  


12   else, some sort of chain of command that works.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can tell you right
  


14   now -- I'll give it to you in a nutshell, but check the
  


15   website.  We are all career.  We are not political.  I'm
  


16   the Acting Regional Director for Alaska.  I report to the
  


17   Director of BOEMRE, Mr. Bromwich, which is a political
  


18   appointee who was appointed by Ken Salazar, who was
  


19   appointed by the President.  So we are his staff.  I
  


20   report to the Director.  The Director reports to the
  


21   Secretary of the Interior who reports to the President.
  


22             And like, for example, Steve Textoris right
  


23   there, he is the division chief for the entire leasing
  


24   program right now, so all the lease sales will be done by
  


25   Mr. Textoris and his team.  And he would report to the
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 1   Associate Director up the chain of command to the Director
  


 2   and the Secretary who reports to the President.  But you
  


 3   can look at the website, and that should be pretty well
  


 4   laid out.
  


 5             MR. SAM GORDON:  That's the one I want to see,
  


 6   see how the system -- the system ain't working.  Like what
  


 7   happened in Katrina or the Gulf of Mexico, something is
  


 8   wrong with it.  There is no communication within the
  


 9   system.  You spend a lot of money, millions and millions
  


10   and millions of dollars, to do this kind of research, and
  


11   then when something happens, nobody knows who to talk to.
  


12   That's the point I'm making.  There is no sense in having
  


13   to talk to someone if nothing is going to happen because
  


14   this has been going on for over 30 years.  Somebody goes,
  


15   well, I was appointed by the Chief of Administration and
  


16   just sort of -- the time expired, I'll just put this on
  


17   the shelf, it's their problem.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We understand your
  


19   frustration.  Just to point out that in the Beaufort there
  


20   hasn't been a well drilled in the OCS for now approaching
  


21   nine years.  The last four lease sales have been canceled
  


22   by the current Administration.  And for the next five-year
  


23   plan, they are starting so early right now that we don't
  


24   even have anything planned, so we are asking before they
  


25   even get that far.  So it's a long -- I understand it's a
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 1   long drawn-out process.  We keep coming back, but people
  


 2   are listening and the Secretary said we are going to take
  


 3   a very cautious approach to the Arctic, canceled four
  


 4   sales, and we are not going to decide for the next
  


 5   five-year until we meet with the communities.
  


 6                   MR. KENT SIMS:  I'd also like to point out
  


 7   that a lot of us here believe, too, that the last 15, 20
  


 8   years while the rest of the United States was booming
  


 9   before you had the bubble burst, that we was intentionally
  


10   held back economically.  We had a wage freeze in the
  


11   borough for years.
  


12             A lot of people had been, you know, without jobs
  


13   in this community for a long time and a lot of it, we
  


14   believe, was intentional so we would be crying to open up
  


15   oil development.  And it pretty much happened to where
  


16   most of our -- most of our leaders had to because the
  


17   people were crying for work and for jobs because we need
  


18   to survive up here.  The cost of living is high, you know.
  


19             Polluted our lake here with the DEW line where
  


20   it has to be filtered through the system they say here
  


21   because it's, you know, unsafe to drink, things like that.
  


22   And water is expensive because the air -- you know --
  


23                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  From the Air Force site
  


24   over here?
  


25                   MR. KENT SIMS:  Yes, from the Air Force
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 1   site.  Several years ago when the caribou herd from
  


 2   Teshekpuk Lake came over here because the rain in the fall
  


 3   time, they all came over here, 20,000 of them.  18,000 of
  


 4   them went up to the mountains.  They lived.  They
  


 5   survived.  They were healthy.  We went up there and hunted
  


 6   them.  We had 2,000 of them stay on this island, and every
  


 7   last one of them died.
  


 8             And they said they couldn't -- one of the things
  


 9   that they said was there was something, an element missing
  


10   in their food chain on the island.  That just happens
  


11   quirky in nature, I guess.  But it's pretty suspicious
  


12   when a lot of already believe the DEW line is already
  


13   cancer causing this and that through our community that a
  


14   lot of the people believed over the years anyway, you
  


15   know.  And then to have this happen in the year's time --
  


16             It was fun when they was here, everybody was
  


17   happy, caribou on the road, people go out and shoot them,
  


18   and then winter start coming along, they started dying.
  


19   They were, like, getting weak.  They were still eating.
  


20   They were -- this island had been unfit for caribou pretty
  


21   much.  They were in hog heaven just chowing down.  Because
  


22   of our community on this island, you know, we hunt the
  


23   animals, so if they come on the island they are clipped.
  


24   But this time there was just so many, everybody just let
  


25   them be and they all died, every last one of them.
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 1                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.
  


 2                   MR. KENT SIMS:  But that main herd, the
  


 3   18,000 remaining, they went back after they left the
  


 4   mountains up there, but we went up there after these ones
  


 5   down here were dying, drive through them, you know, and
  


 6   get up there, they were running around, jumping, healthy,
  


 7   you know.
  


 8             There is more to this pollution than not just
  


 9   the oil industry.  Also the Air Force government and the
  


10   government itself, like over in Point Hope where they --
  


11   where they -- the radiation studies and things like that
  


12   on our people.  And a lot of these things -- you know,
  


13   they weren't burning books in the Pentagon not too long
  


14   ago for nothing, you know.  There is studies that they did
  


15   on the people that they don't want out.
  


16             Okay.  That's all I have to say.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.
  


18                   MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon.  I have a
  


19   question.  You have a -- do you have a -- what do you call
  


20   it -- I'm not very knowledgeable on this, but you got the
  


21   State and then you got the federal government.
  


22                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
  


23                   MR. SAM GORDON:  You got the boundary line
  


24   here.  How far off or how -- who has the authority to
  


25   control whatever goes on in that -- within that zone?  How
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 1   do they communicate with you guys as far as who has the
  


 2   power of command to say this is what's going to happen?
  


 3   In that case, if you don't -- is there any way we can have
  


 4   at least about 15-, $20 billion contingency fund so we can
  


 5   do our things locally and statewide while all you guys are
  


 6   trying to put things together?  Because if that happened
  


 7   before and it happened again, and it sure in the hell
  


 8   will happen again.  Give a 10- or $15,000,000,000
  


 9   contingency fund where we can be compensated for these
  


10   mistakes, because I know it's going to happen, and it will
  


11   happen.
  


12                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  On your point about the
  


13   contingency fund, that's a point well taken.  That's the
  


14   first time we have heard that in the two weeks where we
  


15   have been going around.
  


16                   MR. SAM GORDON:  It takes a hell of a lot
  


17   of time for the State and the federal government to get
  


18   together and try to figure things out.  By that time you
  


19   have already destroyed a whole culture, not only here, but
  


20   in Canada.  And I wonder how they work.  Do you guys work
  


21   with them?
  


22                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  With respect to the
  


23   continental shelf from the shore to three miles out it's
  


24   within the State jurisdiction, and from three miles
  


25   seaward out to the economic zone limit is the federal
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 1   jurisdiction, which is called the Outer Continental Shelf.
  


 2   And that's the federal jurisdiction.
  


 3             In about the 30 plus years that I know about, I
  


 4   think there has only been one or two cases where there has
  


 5   been proposals for development in the -- in the State
  


 6   waters.  And the only offshore development in all of
  


 7   Alaska in Alaska waters is the Northstar development.  And
  


 8   there is another one by Pioneer not too far from Nuiqsut
  


 9   that's going on now.  And I think there was a couple
  


10   others in previous years.
  


11             We keep track of what they do and we do -- they
  


12   have -- in the case of the Northstar development, there is
  


13   extensive coordination because it ended up -- or the
  


14   proposal was to do directional drilling from the State
  


15   water development of Northstar into the Outer Continental
  


16   Shelf.  So we have extensive coordination on that.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  But also, Tim, what you
  


18   were talking about, the borders there, there are options.
  


19   Like, for example, it came up about a buffer zone.  In the
  


20   Chukchi, I believe, there is a 25-mile buffer zone that
  


21   came in through discussions like this that was up there.
  


22   And last night in Nuiqsut they were saying, look, why
  


23   don't you tell the big bosses above us that why is there
  


24   not a buffer zone in the Beaufort.  So we are taking that
  


25   message back.  And around Cross Island at one time there
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 1   was a buffer zone, and they remembered that.  There was a
  


 2   buffer zone and then it wasn't.
  


 3             So that is some of the messages we have heard.
  


 4   So for the federal government boundary and the State,
  


 5   which is at three miles, there are ways where certain
  


 6   areas are not to be developed or leased.  And that's why
  


 7   we have meetings like this on areas that, okay, you could
  


 8   lease here, but maybe not here, and you shouldn't here.
  


 9   So that's why we have these comment periods, either
  


10   verbally or in writing, so if anything is offered for
  


11   lease, it's the areas where most people agree that it
  


12   might be the right place to do it.  So there is some
  


13   flexibility when people talk to us and give us ideas.
  


14                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  I've got a question.
  


15   Have you -- just -- this is a general question, so please
  


16   jump in.  But for us to understand a little bit, there is
  


17   a lot of talk on the Chukchi side about the increase of
  


18   vessels passing back and forth close in and around the
  


19   coast there.  While we -- as Americans, while we focus on
  


20   American vessels, there is also Russian and Canadian
  


21   vessels, and whoever knows what else is visiting out
  


22   there.
  


23             Have you noticed any kind of an increase,
  


24   significant increase or -- and what kinds of ships are
  


25   you -- large?  Could you give us any flavoring so we
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 1   understand some of that what you have seen?  Thank you.
  


 2                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims
  


 3   Kayotuk, for the record.  I've seen big barges.  I've seen
  


 4   tourist ships, cruise ships.  I've seen sailboats, lots
  


 5   and lots of sailboats, different sizes of sailboats.
  


 6                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  In this past year or
  


 7   two?
  


 8                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Few years.  More
  


 9   and more sailboats increasing every year.  Canoers,
  


10   rafters or kayakers.
  


11                   MR. HARRY LORD:  Lots of more extreme
  


12   tourists in the last year or two.  They are just walking
  


13   in out of nowhere, boom.  I walked here from Timbuktu.
  


14   Hello.
  


15                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Who is letting
  


16   these nuclear subs cruise around in our ocean out here?
  


17   Man, we almost had a catastrophe out here a couple of
  


18   years ago, I heard.  Who is letting these guys come into
  


19   our waters?
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  For U.S. subs, that
  


21   would be the Navy.  We are not the Navy.
  


22                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Who is telling
  


23   them they can come here and do this crap around here?  If
  


24   they had an accident around here, we are toast.
  


25                   MR. HARRY LORD:  It's worse.  The Navy has
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 1   sunk three Russian subs in the Russian sector, nuclear
  


 2   subs.  And they are still in the bottom of the ocean down
  


 3   there.
  


 4                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Talk about cumulative
  


 5   effects.
  


 6                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  This is Inupiat
  


 7   land right here.  I don't know how the State managed to
  


 8   own it or the federal government.  Who -- I don't
  


 9   understand that.
  


10                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  What other kinds of
  


11   vessels have you noticed in traffic out there?  Anything
  


12   else that you wanted to add to that?
  


13                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Barges, some
  


14   barges.
  


15                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  The Queen Mary hasn't
  


16   shown up, I trust.
  


17                   MR. HARRY LORD:  Never seen no Russian
  


18   flags or nothing going by.
  


19                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Surely you've seen
  


20   Canadian barges or vessels.
  


21                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  This is other
  


22   than what he had, so if you are still discussing that, I
  


23   can wait.  I wanted to go back.  Sam had mentioned
  


24   something about Canada with the border there and if you
  


25   guys communicate between them.  Our -- since we are so
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 1   close to the Canadian border and our currents are very
  


 2   strong from that way, if you come and go along our beach
  


 3   coast and even up some of the rivers and creeks, there is
  


 4   driftwood from trees and stuff, and we don't have that
  


 5   here.  So that all comes from the MacKenzie Delta River.
  


 6             So if there is ever a catastrophe either on the
  


 7   Canadian side or our side as far as with oil and stuff
  


 8   like that, is there some kind of agreement between the
  


 9   U.S. and the Canadian government to protect the people on
  


10   both sides?  We have family that live over there on the
  


11   Canadian side.  Sometimes we hear about the seismic work
  


12   that's going on over there.  And last summer I think they
  


13   found whales that were beached up on their side and more
  


14   likely from seismic work that was being done over there.
  


15             There has to be some kind of agreement between,
  


16   I believe, between the U.S. Government and Canada to
  


17   protect the coastal people.
  


18                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  To answer that question,
  


19   one of my jobs back in Washington, D.C. is there is lots
  


20   of committees that deal with the Arctic, including
  


21   transportation; also represent BOEMRE at Arctic Council.
  


22   There is six working groups.  One has to do with emergency
  


23   preparation and emergency response to oil spills.  And the
  


24   Arctic Council is made up of eight Arctic nations,
  


25   obviously including Canada.  So there is work in general
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 1   kind of in a broad policy level to coordinate on those
  


 2   kinds of activities.
  


 3             One of the most interesting things was after the
  


 4   oil spill, a representative of the Coast Guard came and
  


 5   spoke to a group called the Arctic Policy Group that meets
  


 6   at the State Department that's representative from all the
  


 7   20-plus federal agencies that have interest in the Arctic.
  


 8   And he presented about a one-page description of -- it was
  


 9   basically to have the U.S. advocate for more specific
  


10   coordination on emergency preparedness and response for
  


11   oil spills.
  


12             And basically it's a lesson learned from the
  


13   Gulf spill that we have got that issue, but we also have
  


14   to be concerned about the Arctic.  And so he was moving
  


15   that forward.  He brought that forward, I would say, in
  


16   August.
  


17             And it takes a while to work through the working
  


18   groups of the Arctic Council and get up -- the Arctic
  


19   Council, made up of foreign ministers and the Secretary of
  


20   State, only meet twice a year.  But at least there is
  


21   things being put in motion to try to do things on a very
  


22   practical level.
  


23             So the answer is there is some mechanisms in
  


24   place to -- and in motion to respond to that concern that
  


25   you bring up.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







69


  
 1             And related to that a little more indirectly is
  


 2   there is a conference that's been held.  I think this year
  


 3   was the third year -- it was in -- excuse me.  It was in
  


 4   December of 2010 with Alaska and Canada about Beaufort Sea
  


 5   issues, joint issues, everything from leasing activities
  


 6   to environmental issues and resource estimates and the
  


 7   whole gamut.  And it's only an every other year basis, but
  


 8   at least it's a forum where the interested parties try to
  


 9   meet and discuss those issues, so --
  


10                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Is that like U.S.
  


11   government and Canadian government to -- more local --
  


12                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  The lead agencies were
  


13   the BOEMRE on our side and the counterpart agency on the
  


14   Canadian side, but there is many other agencies that have
  


15   kind of an interest in a piece of the pie.  I would say
  


16   there were probably 200 people attending that conference.
  


17                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Would there have
  


18   been someone local from our area?
  


19                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  That was the biggest
  


20   thing that I noticed was I didn't notice -- I've got to
  


21   say I didn't notice any Natives at any of the sessions.
  


22                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  That needs to
  


23   change.
  


24                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  That was the biggest
  


25   thing I noticed that was sort of a glaring omission, you
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 1   know.  It's like, where are the people representing
  


 2   Tuktoyaktuk and Kaktovik.  And that's a point well taken.
  


 3   I'll jot that one down so that in the planning for the
  


 4   next meeting --
  


 5                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  If you do come up
  


 6   with -- this village will insist that they have a
  


 7   representative that will represent Kaktovik because North
  


 8   Slope Borough will try to be the main person, and they
  


 9   always look out for their own area.
  


10                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  You are on the borderline
  


11   here and have got the most serious impacts.  I'll make a
  


12   note of that and --
  


13                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Make sure you
  


14   insist.
  


15                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  It will be probably in
  


16   December of 2012 when that comes up.  The next meeting
  


17   will probably be in Anchorage and we will work -- there is
  


18   kind of big planning committees and all this kind of
  


19   thing, but we will try to definitely make sure you have at
  


20   least one, if not more.
  


21                   MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  Make sure we
  


22   insist that happen, not just from you.
  


23                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Here, not in
  


24   Anchorage.
  


25                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  You want to have the
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 1   meeting here?  Okay.  Well 200 people, I don't know.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  We're turning
  


 3   into a free-for-all, and Mary has to try to type.  But
  


 4   before we move on to another question, Carla, you said
  


 5   something I don't want to lose.  Then we will get to
  


 6   everybody else.  The beached whales, was that in Canada?
  


 7                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yes.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Did they call wildlife
  


 9   and fisheries or anybody?
  


10                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I don't remember.
  


11   I think it was via Facebook, someone said something about
  


12   they saw -- no.  People traveling back from Canada in the
  


13   summertime said they saw one beached there.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  If you could find
  


15   anything on Facebook or the Internet, if you could send us
  


16   any of that information, that would be available valuable
  


17   to have.  Anything you can find, please it send to us.
  


18             Kent, you had your hand up first.
  


19                   MR. KENT SIMS:  I just wanted to say, they
  


20   were talking about pollution in the air quality earlier,
  


21   and it ain't bad up here.  We can see it and we notice it
  


22   but, boy, when I travel south to your country, holy
  


23   smokes, you are the ones living in really bad situations.
  


24   And you wonder why your health is as bad -- all of us are
  


25   having bad health, I think, all over the world, a lot of
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 1   this stuff.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So we can stay here
  


 3   longer with you?
  


 4                   MR. KENT SIMS:  Yes.  It's worldwide.
  


 5   It's not just here.  It's your air you are breathing, too,
  


 6   in your country.  You know, the smog is notorious in some
  


 7   of the other places.  I don't see how it's just -- you can
  


 8   really notice it even going to Fairbanks.
  


 9                   MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  There was a
  


10   television series on the oil industry about 18, 20 years
  


11   ago.  And the last program I was watching, this professor
  


12   or Dr. Suzuki, he said in 50 years we were going to see
  


13   climate change.  That's about 20 -- less than 20 years
  


14   ago.  And this guy came here a couple of years ago.  He
  


15   was actually here, and I got to meet him.  And I asked him
  


16   if he would like to say something about this 50-year
  


17   prediction.  And he said we were going to see.  I told him
  


18   it's only been about 18 years and we already have -- we
  


19   already can see a climate change.
  


20             We have more people up here that's going to say
  


21   we have got another 25 years or ten years before this ice
  


22   is all gone.
  


23                   MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  I wanted to point
  


24   out about the smog.  This is George Kaleak, for the
  


25   record.  We are, in a sense, less fortunate because down
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 1   there where they live, the trees pick up all the
  


 2   impurities and versus here, the cold climate, all the smog
  


 3   and the impurities drop.  And I just want to point that
  


 4   out.  That's why you see the yellow -- yellowness in the
  


 5   snow, and that's from all the pollutants that come off the
  


 6   vehicles, the turbines, the gases.
  


 7             I mean, I notice that, too.  And you can see it
  


 8   even go by.  And I just want to point that out and make it
  


 9   clear that you have trees with leaves that pick up all the
  


10   impurities that stick onto the trees versus here it just
  


11   drops onto the snow and in our waters.
  


12                   MR. HARRY LORD:  Harry Lord.  I'd request
  


13   you guys get on the Internet and look into Wikipedia and
  


14   the definition of agnotology, which is the scientific
  


15   study of culturally induced ignorance.  So the impacts of
  


16   Apartheid education has completely deluded the minds of
  


17   all humanity to the point where they don't even understand
  


18   what our basic natural human rights really are.
  


19             In the definition of agnotology, you will notice
  


20   that they cover undersea plate tectonics that got
  


21   completely blacked out for purely geostrategic
  


22   consideration and acts of security for undersea warfare.
  


23   So we are being maintained at a level of ignorance that is
  


24   truly a crime against humanity.
  


25             On your response to Mr. Gordon on boundaries and
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 1   jurisdictions, the 1790 Nootka Accord was an international
  


 2   agreement between the United States, Russia, England, and
  


 3   Spain where you all surrendered and agreed never to assert
  


 4   any colonial claims of sovereignty to the northwest of
  


 5   North America.  And here you all are, all powerful and
  


 6   almighty.
  


 7             This is a legal brief that's going to represent
  


 8   the legal destruction of the state of Alaska.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.
  


10   Carla.
  


11                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I just wanted to
  


12   say before I leave that I'm not only concerned about oil
  


13   spill, air pollution and noise pollution, but also -- I
  


14   don't know what word to use -- how it's going to look,
  


15   the -- the --
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The aesthetics?
  


17                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah, the
  


18   aesthetics of offshore development.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The viewscape.
  


20                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah.  I know you
  


21   hear about that down states, they don't want it off of
  


22   their coast because they are concerned about how it's
  


23   going to look.  It's going to deter people from coming
  


24   into their area.  Well, the same thing is going to happen
  


25   to us, too.
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 1             I go out camping along the coast.  We're already
  


 2   impacted by Point Thompson, which is just a throw over.
  


 3   We go out there to camp to get away.  I know to you this
  


 4   might be away right here in the village, but it's not for
  


 5   us.  It's noisy here, so we go out camping to get out in
  


 6   the quiet.
  


 7             And what do we have?  We have an oil field over
  


 8   there, gas exploration, high power pressure gas oil field
  


 9   that we have to listen to.  Every summer we have to listen
  


10   to the boats going by, the barges and the seismic work
  


11   that they are doing.  They say it doesn't make much noise,
  


12   but that's not true.  We can hear it.
  


13             And with stuff going out in the ocean, they are
  


14   going to have planes and choppers every day.  That's going
  


15   to impact not us camping, but I'm concerned about our
  


16   wildlife, the caribou that migrate along the coast.  All
  


17   their travel is going to be right along the coast, and
  


18   that's where the caribou migrate from.  And that's going
  


19   to impact us in a very negative way because that's where
  


20   we hunt.  We hunt along the coast.
  


21             And if the route changes for the caribou, you
  


22   know, we are not like how it used to be long ago where we
  


23   can -- we can travel with them, move up inland.  We are
  


24   blocked because of where ANWR is, because of the Alaska
  


25   Native Land Claims Settlement Act that had to happen
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 1   because they wanted to drill in Prudhoe Bay.  So we are
  


 2   locked.  We are landlocked.
  


 3             So my mom grew up where she traveled and
  


 4   followed the animals.  I mean, it's not that long ago.  I
  


 5   mean, down states people think that's like years and years
  


 6   and years ago that that happened, but my mom grew up doing
  


 7   that.  She didn't learn how to cook because she was out
  


 8   hunting until she was very old.  When she married my dad,
  


 9   that's when she learned how to cook.  And she was 20-some
  


10   years old because she was always out on the land hunting
  


11   following her dad because she was one of the older
  


12   siblings.
  


13             And I do not want to see that change for our
  


14   community.  It has changed some, but I don't want to see
  


15   any more negative changes happen.  And I strongly believe
  


16   that if offshore oil development, even onshore
  


17   development, that's going to happen and our community will
  


18   never be the same again.  Our traditions and our culture
  


19   will change.  And I know change happens.  Culture changes,
  


20   traditions change, but I think it's going to be a very
  


21   negative impact on us.
  


22                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sir, you have been
  


23   raising your hand off and on.  You.
  


24                   MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  Me?  Lee Kayotuk, for
  


25   the record.  On your baseline studies, I think they should
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 1   be more careful of what they do because all the -- the
  


 2   polar bears and the seals that we have are affected now
  


 3   because of all the collars and everything they do.  All
  


 4   these studies on sea mammals, the people that studies are
  


 5   killing them off because of the collars that they have on
  


 6   the polar bears; they are too tight and they leave them on
  


 7   for probably three months or less, but that's a long time.
  


 8             Most of our polar bears here now are slowly
  


 9   dying out because of starvation, and -- and everything
  


10   else that goes on like trapping and stuff like that.  We
  


11   are getting more and more trappers along the coast and
  


12   different vessels, barges, barges that are moving heavy
  


13   equipment and all that kind of things are happening more
  


14   and more in that ocean that we don't know about.
  


15             Even air traffic is pretty high, too, because we
  


16   are getting all kinds of planes that we don't even know
  


17   about, private planes and other aircrafts in the area that
  


18   we don't know.  Someone say, whose plane is that?  We
  


19   don't know whose plane it is.  Like the Twin Otters that
  


20   come over from Prudhoe Bay area and stuff like that.
  


21             And things are going to change more because
  


22   Prudhoe Bay is drying up.  They are going to move --
  


23   everything is going to be moved around within the next
  


24   probably 20 years that something is going to happen, and
  


25   we are going to be all surrounded by oil if everything --
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 1   if ANWR opens up, we are going to be -- we will be
  


 2   surrounded.
  


 3             That's all I got to say.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Kent.
  


 5                   MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  That brings up
  


 6   an interesting point.  You know, we got a lot of
  


 7   photographers coming over here watching polar bears and,
  


 8   you know, that's their life, some of them.  And they watch
  


 9   the polar bears pretty darn close.  And one of the things
  


10   they have been saying is we got entities coming in doing
  


11   polar bear studies saying their thesis for their study was
  


12   polar bears are dying on land, but they are over here
  


13   munching off our whale, you know, extra.  So what do they
  


14   do?  They move them somewhere else to show that their
  


15   studies, yeah, they do instead are starving on the land,
  


16   you know.
  


17             That was one of their concerns, you know, of
  


18   people that are out there just watching the polar bears
  


19   that come to Barter Island.  Besides Churchill in Canada,
  


20   this is like one of the biggest congregations of polar
  


21   bears; used to be, is Barter Island.  That was just -- I
  


22   just wanted to throw that in there.  You have got to have
  


23   responsible studying, too.  And sometimes some of that
  


24   studies that is going out there, their intent ain't always
  


25   that honorable on what they are trying to -- results they
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 1   are trying to achieve.
  


 2             I worked in a lab in Prudhoe Bay before, and
  


 3   even your results are all suggestive, you know.  It's not
  


 4   rocket science on a lot of that.  Maybe if you had
  


 5   billion-dollar equipment, you might get the exact specific
  


 6   gravity or content of water that's going down the pipeline
  


 7   or something, but what it all goes down to procedure and
  


 8   who is doing the -- are you doing the same exact sampling
  


 9   each time?  Your result can always be changed compared to
  


10   what's behind you and what result you are trying to look
  


11   for, you know.  That's an example of what happened.
  


12             They were trying to get a result, and they
  


13   pretty much put it on the polar bears.  And right after
  


14   that, that was one of the things a lot of people around
  


15   here noticed was we have a lot less bears right after they
  


16   did that.  They probably died over where they brought them
  


17   to.  We don't know.  That's one of the things we believe
  


18   happened.
  


19                   MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  George Kaleak,
  


20   Sr.  On the same note, you know, the tranquilizing of them
  


21   in their attempts to put the collars is bad timing, also
  


22   is where they don't tell us -- and I've asked numerous
  


23   times how many polar bears have you killed during -- while
  


24   you tranquilize them because they are drowning.  And they
  


25   won't give that to you.
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 1             And the second part of the ice and the climate
  


 2   change, the ice has gone out for over ten years.  Over 200
  


 3   miles every year there is not an iceberg out here.  And
  


 4   that's where the polar bears mainly hunt for the seals
  


 5   that live -- and they hunt off the ice.  They use that as
  


 6   camouflage.  And recently there was polar bear sightings
  


 7   in the Yukon River at Fort Yukon, and that's close to
  


 8   Fairbanks.  And these polar bears are trying to find
  


 9   other -- other means of food.  And I mean, it's getting --
  


10   it's getting to be where -- I mean, they are dying.
  


11                   MR. KENT SIMS:  Not all of it is climate
  


12   change.  A lot of it is just overstudy and harassment
  


13   by -- I mean, there is a lot of interest and there is a
  


14   lot of funding for it because people want to know, but if
  


15   you don't go at it in a responsible way, you end up
  


16   killing them.  You know, you overdo it.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  So responsible science
  


18   is a good way to phrase it.
  


19                   MR. KENT SIMS:  Yeah.
  


20                   MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford, for
  


21   the record.  Regarding emergency preparedness and, God
  


22   forbid, if an oil spill would occur, I find it a conflict
  


23   of interest for Shell to be having on-site vessels ready
  


24   for the cleanup, mainly because they can make more money
  


25   off the cleanup than the drilling itself.  It should be a
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 1   totally different entity who will be out there.  This is
  


 2   my concern.
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I think
  


 4   people are getting tired.  But we are still here.
  


 5                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Are they still tagging
  


 6   the sea animals?
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, they are tagging
  


 8   the whales, right?
  


 9                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an ongoing study
  


10   that tags bowhead whales.  And in the last I think it's
  


11   four or five years, there has been 35 bowhead whales
  


12   tagged with radio tags where they keep track of them with
  


13   satellites.
  


14                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  You are messing around
  


15   with our food chain when you do that.  The food don't
  


16   taste right when you have things that are implanted into
  


17   the animals.  They don't taste right.  I've tried the
  


18   fish.  It changed.  It's like rotten taste.  Why do they
  


19   tag them anyway?  Why do they have to do that?  It's, I
  


20   mean, all over the state, even in the lakes.
  


21                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, the Beaufort, of
  


22   course, are only in the sea.
  


23                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Well, they tagged some
  


24   fish up in the Schrader Lake where we go camping, the fish
  


25   in the lake.
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 1                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic cisco
  


 2   study I know about, and that was fish in the Colville
  


 3   River and --
  


 4                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  This is lake trout.
  


 5                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  That one I don't know
  


 6   about.  I don't think BOEMRE would be involved with
  


 7   that.
  


 8                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  It's an ongoing thing.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The reason why they're
  


10   tagging the whales is so we know where they migrate so if
  


11   decisions are made to lease, they would not put an area
  


12   for lease up where there would be migrations.  It's like
  


13   some of the whaling captains took GPS with them so we
  


14   could see where they all hunted.  In an area where there
  


15   is lots of hunting, there would be not a good place to
  


16   have a lease.  So working with the whaling captains we did
  


17   that.  But by tracking the whales and seeing where they
  


18   migrate, which matches a lot of the traditional knowledge,
  


19   we know, okay, there is an area where they swim that
  


20   wouldn't be a good place to have a lease, so that gets
  


21   factored into the discussions and the decisions.
  


22                   MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford.
  


23   Regarding the studies with the whale migration of whales,
  


24   you have to go back to all organisms, not just the whales.
  


25   I mean, there may be other things out there that who knows
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 1   are out there at different times of the year.  You have to
  


 2   go back to studying every organism.  And there are many
  


 3   undiscovered organisms out there that you may be killing
  


 4   off.  You don't know that.  What are these baseline
  


 5   studies going to do?  It's just going to cause more
  


 6   invasiveness to the environment and the wildlife.
  


 7             Thank you.
  


 8                   MR. KENT SIMS:  I'm out of here.  I want
  


 9   to thank you guys into talking me into coming over.  I
  


10   appreciate it.
  


11                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Can they stop the
  


12   tagging of any animals, any -- our food?  I mean --
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can take that message
  


14   forward.  I mean, I don't know what decision would be
  


15   made, but --
  


16                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Well, if they don't do
  


17   it, tell them to put it on what you are eating in the
  


18   stores and have you try the food with what they are
  


19   putting on our food.  Let them put those collars on the
  


20   animals that you eat and you see how they taste.
  


21   Tranquilize them and put them on and see how they are.
  


22   That's just a waste of food.  Dog food for us if they have
  


23   tags on them.
  


24                   MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon, for the
  


25   record.  I have been working on the pipeline and wherever
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 1   the oil field goes all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico.
  


 2   And it's where the people like us that need the job
  


 3   development on and offshore, if there were to become a --
  


 4   what am I trying to say -- a national emergency, you know,
  


 5   we have to develop -- we have to find more -- what's
  


 6   happening now in Libya, because like what happened in
  


 7   Libya, that caused a chain reaction, right?
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.
  


 9                   MR. SAM GORDON:  And then these guys over
  


10   there, they are kind of scare feelings even to think about
  


11   it.  But it is shutting the oil off to some places.
  


12   Right?  What if that caused a chain reaction?  I mean, I'm
  


13   thinking about our future generation.  The generation now
  


14   we are going to have to start getting oil.  Is there a
  


15   point where we all have to work together to get the oil
  


16   out?  And I'm trying to think of the positive side of it
  


17   wherever can work together to make this thing happen.
  


18             But then on the other side I'm thinking, geez,
  


19   there is 35 billion cubic feet of oil and 79 trillion
  


20   cubic feet of gas and 99,000 acres in the coastal plain.
  


21   It says exactly what land is private property.  I looked
  


22   it up in the dictionary, private property.
  


23             I mean, I'm scratching my head.  And it says the
  


24   federal -- well, the development will happen only if
  


25   Congress approves it.  That's the way I look at it.
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 1   That's the wording.  But it didn't say, well, the
  


 2   President can veto it.  There is nothing in that phrase
  


 3   that says whether or not the President can veto it.  Who
  


 4   do we look for?  Do we go to the world council to set the
  


 5   record straight?
  


 6             If you guys can't figure it out, the violation
  


 7   of human rights, of our rights, and you got the Alaska
  


 8   Native Lands Claims Settlement Act and the
  


 9   Self-Determination Act.  You've got all these Acts.  I
  


10   would have thought that the Alaska Native Land Claims
  


11   Settlement Act --
  


12             You know, we got kids around here that, you
  


13   know, you say go out and get an education, but there is a
  


14   whole -- many how many million kids down there that's got
  


15   this education and has about 20-, 30-, 40-, 50-, $60,000
  


16   bills and there is no jobs for them?  And at the same time
  


17   the federal government is saying, hey, there is an owl
  


18   over here at this two-and-a-half million acres of the
  


19   timber they could cut; but that's like saying you can get
  


20   an education, but you won't have a -- you don't have a
  


21   future in it because the federal government won't let you
  


22   work; because why?  The land is locked up.
  


23             Isn't there a way that the oil -- if you can't
  


24   drill and develop ANWR land, like I want you to, at least
  


25   compensate me.  Ten- 15-, 20-, $30,000,000,000.  Well,
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 1   those guys over there on the other side of the hemisphere
  


 2   are going to make you think real fast.  And these people
  


 3   down in the states, some of those poor people, I just feel
  


 4   sorry for them sometimes.  What in the hell are we going
  


 5   to do if a storm comes out and the oil quits flowing
  


 6   around here -- I mean, on the other side.
  


 7             What's that, 25 percent of the domestic oil
  


 8   comes from the Mideast.  Like what if -- we got a lot of
  


 9   kids that has the expertise.  The environmentalists and
  


10   the conservationists and the federal government and the
  


11   State government and the local government, we all can work
  


12   together to make this thing happen rather than going blah,
  


13   blah, blah and shooting each other, we can work sitting
  


14   around the table and plan something out for our children.
  


15   Otherwise it will cost, you know, a chain reaction where
  


16   you get how many trillion dollars of education is going
  


17   out to the kids and they have no place to go to work.
  


18   That's the other side of it, you know.
  


19             We can develop offshore, we can develop onshore,
  


20   we can develop anywhere, as long as we all get to the
  


21   table together and plan things out in a very good way that
  


22   make our kids, our future generation, happy.  At least
  


23   they got a cause to go out and -- a very good cause to go
  


24   out -- and educate themselves.
  


25                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







87


  
 1                   MR. SAM GORDON:  We all have to learn to
  


 2   sit down and communicate, to work, and then make the other
  


 3   hemisphere proud of us or jealous of us.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you, Sam.
  


 5                   MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford.  I
  


 6   believe that, like I said, everything about oil
  


 7   development processes is destructive.  I start to wonder
  


 8   what is nondestructive, and that is water.  We should get
  


 9   out of this oil economy and go into a humus economy.  I
  


10   mean, they are calling it blue gold.  It's more expensive
  


11   than oil nowadays because you can't find any good resource
  


12   of water.
  


13                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Going back to
  


14   permitting or selling your leases, I think that -- that if
  


15   it's going to happen, that it should be only sold to the
  


16   industries that can afford the best of the best, not to
  


17   any things that are just out there just to be out there.
  


18   We had one company that came through that just doesn't
  


19   seem like they really have their act together.  They don't
  


20   come with a lot of people.
  


21             And even the ones that seem like they can afford
  


22   it, they come to the scoping meetings just to get it off
  


23   their checklist.  They don't come prepared with the people
  


24   that can answer our questions.  That's very frustrating.
  


25   We have a lot of people that come through here and we have
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 1   to give up our time, come say the exact same stuff over
  


 2   and over, listen to the same stuff because it's their time
  


 3   to come around.  Six months we have got to go to another
  


 4   scoping meeting or whatever.
  


 5             And we have different oil companies and industry
  


 6   that come through, so we have to -- if we want to make
  


 7   sure we are in the record and be heard opposing this, we
  


 8   have to show up to every meeting.  Yet we take the time to
  


 9   go and we ask these questions, and they don't have the
  


10   people there that can answer them.  They say oh, we will
  


11   get back to you.  Sometimes they do, oftentimes they
  


12   don't.  And they are unable to answer questions.
  


13             We are not just concerned with the now of their
  


14   now project.  We are concerned about how is this going to
  


15   affect us when you are actually doing the drilling.  And
  


16   they refuse to answer questions like that saying we are
  


17   not that far along in our scope of planning yet.  Baloney
  


18   sauce.  We know we have their plan of scope done already,
  


19   but they won't answer those questions for us.  And I think
  


20   that if they are going to come here, that it's being
  


21   required in their permitting that they come with everybody
  


22   that can answer every question that we have.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.
  


24                   MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  The organization
  


25   here is to try and accommodate the oil industry to get
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 1   their permits and so on.  But is there any -- are they
  


 2   going to generate any figures on the amount of pollution
  


 3   that this will create?  If you are talking 25- to
  


 4   27,000,000,000 barrels of offshore oil, somehow the
  


 5   American public should be aware if we burn that much oil,
  


 6   what it's going to do to our climate or atmosphere.  I'd
  


 7   like to see that entered into the equation, not just
  


 8   drill, baby, drill and the oil companies make more money
  


 9   and we have to suffer the effects.
  


10             That is going to affect the air quality, the
  


11   climate and so on.  Nobody is taking that into
  


12   consideration.
  


13             Another thing I'd like to see some penalties for
  


14   violations that will have some effect on the industry that
  


15   hasn't happened.  Say if they violate the environmental
  


16   rules, they don't do business here.  And that could
  


17   happen.  Maybe they will be a little more concerned, but
  


18   they just pay the penalties and carry on.  So it hasn't
  


19   happened yet to where any of the industry has paid a
  


20   penalty that has an effect on their --
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's being discussed
  


22   right now, and very, very perceptive.  It's got to hurt.
  


23                   MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Yeah.  Like say if
  


24   all you people -- you lost your retirement because you are
  


25   involved in this activity that was adverse.  You would
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 1   probably be a little more concerned and it would affect
  


 2   you.  What you are doing is something that affects us.
  


 3   You guys can go on home and go back to D.C. or wherever
  


 4   you are from if there is a spill, but we are here.  And I
  


 5   just say it's got to be something that they will be very
  


 6   careful.  They will never do business in the United States
  


 7   again.  Some of these are foreign corporations.
  


 8             So I just wondered how does that benefit even
  


 9   the United States when they make a profit.  I don't see it
  


10   coming to the United States.  The State of Alaska is not
  


11   getting anything from this.  Shell Oil is a foreign
  


12   corporation, so they say we need it for the oil for the
  


13   country to run.  But it just goes into an international
  


14   market and we are going to pay the same prices anyways.
  


15             So it doesn't really affect or benefit us or
  


16   maybe not even the American public.  We are just getting
  


17   the bad effects of it, the potential for catastrophe, an
  


18   oil spill that completely stopped what we are doing or our
  


19   cultural activities, our animals, our marine life.  That's
  


20   what we will have the effect of.  The oil industry will
  


21   just write it off on their taxes if we have a spill and go
  


22   on to somewhere else.  We need to change.  We better get
  


23   to something else.
  


24                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  When they are
  


25   also -- when they have to come out and do -- industry has
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 1   to come out and do their scoping, it would be nice if they
  


 2   could do their reports or their -- their stuff in everyday
  


 3   language that we can understand.  We don't have a lot of
  


 4   professional people here that can help us.  We are not
  


 5   like Barrow where they have their scientists and all of
  


 6   the other people that they have on hand, lawyers and
  


 7   stuff.
  


 8             We often come by ourselves just trying to --
  


 9   very often we get the material maybe the same day as the
  


10   meeting and stuff that's this thick that we have to read
  


11   through or show up, you know.  We show up to the meetings
  


12   and try to ask our questions, try to -- try to sound like
  


13   we know what we are talking about and everything.  And it
  


14   would be nice if the stuff came out sooner to the -- to
  


15   the people so we can read it and be prepared for the
  


16   meetings.  I don't know if that's stuff that you guys can
  


17   maybe be required in their permitting or when you do the
  


18   lease sales.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can carry the
  


20   recommendation forward.  I don't know what authority we
  


21   would have to make them do it, but we speak with them and
  


22   we can pass that on.  We can pass that on because that's
  


23   in their best interest to talk to folks.  I mean,
  


24   that's what they should do in notice.
  


25                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Require a certain amount
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 1   of advance notice.
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


 3                   MR. SAM GORDON:  My alarm clock just went
  


 4   off.  Hang on.  You guys look like you are bloodshot.  You
  


 5   look like you just came out of the bar.  Better go home
  


 6   and get some rest.  See you guys.  Welcome to Barter
  


 7   Island.  Take care.  Make sure you know which way to go
  


 8   home.
  


 9                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  I just wanted -- a
  


10   question here because this is kind of neat.  We have got a
  


11   father and a daughter back here.  It's pretty important
  


12   for a daughter to -- what do you think about this meeting
  


13   tonight?
  


14                   MS. ABI FRY:  Abi Fry, F-R-Y.  Well, one
  


15   thing, I think it would help the community and in another
  


16   way it would kind of affect the community in other ways,
  


17   because oil can help us and get us gas so we can use our
  


18   cars, but then it also can affect our whaling and culture.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's really good at
  


20   her age.  She picked it right up.  Sometimes the simplest
  


21   truth is the simplest truth.
  


22                   MR. HARRY LORD:  You replied to Robert,
  


23   you know, that if they are noncompliant they must feel
  


24   some kind of pain.  Now, if I was responsible for the
  


25   crimes of Prudhoe Bay, I would be guaranteed at least 50
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 1   years in the electric chair at a minimum.  And I guess
  


 2   that's good humorous note for me to depart on.  Thank you
  


 3   all for coming.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Nice meeting you, Harry.
  


 5   Thank you.
  


 6                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Is that still with the
  


 7   electricity on?
  


 8                   MR. HARRY LORD:  They would probably tune
  


 9   it down and revive it back and then resentence me.
  


10                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  I just want to be clear
  


11   whether it's sitting in the chair or --
  


12                   MR. HARRY LORD:  I'd like to advise Mary
  


13   that legal brief was prepared by me who was Alaska's
  


14   statehood child.  The State of Alaska and I turned 52 on
  


15   the 3rd of January, and I can honestly claim I was born
  


16   with the blues because statehood was a fascist criminal
  


17   contrivement straight out of [indiscernible].  One love.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  All of our meetings have
  


19   been very interesting.  Everybody has been very candid.
  


20   We have learned a lot.  And one thing I've noticed, people
  


21   can differ, but they are still good people.  It's a very
  


22   good discussion.  So -- anything else you want to say?
  


23                   MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Yes.  I would like
  


24   to thank you all for coming here and holding this hearing.
  


25   It's very beneficial to our community in that our voices
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 1   are heard, even though we have said many of this
  


 2   repeatedly.  So I'd just like to thank you all for coming
  


 3   and holding this.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are very welcome.
  


 5                   MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  Will you guys be coming
  


 6   back with some kind of info or --
  


 7                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yes.  To explain our
  


 8   processes, we are at the very front end of this process
  


 9   related to the five-year plan and the draft environmental
  


10   impact statement.  You know what happened tonight.  We got
  


11   your comments.  We will fold this in and that information
  


12   from all your comments, all the comments we have collected
  


13   on the coastal communities.  And we will have a meeting in
  


14   Anchorage on Friday night.  And then with that
  


15   information, we will draft -- or prepare a draft
  


16   environmental impact statement.
  


17             At that time we will have to figure out what the
  


18   alternatives are, if there is lease sales.  As Jim pointed
  


19   out at the beginning of the meeting, there might be no
  


20   lease sales proposed in the Chukchi and the Beaufort or
  


21   there might be one or two, you know, some kind of
  


22   combination.  And then the draft environmental impact
  


23   statement would analyze the alternatives.  And then we
  


24   would come back probably in the fall after whaling season
  


25   to have another round of public meetings.  So that would
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 1   be the next time we come back as part of this process.
  


 2                   MR. MIKE HALLER:  Carla, for your benefit,
  


 3   we will do our best to give you as much advance notice as
  


 4   we can.
  


 5                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  But then after that,
  


 6   then -- in fact, Argonne, who is represented here by Rob
  


 7   McWhorter, is -- well, they will be preparing the draft
  


 8   environmental impact statement.  We take all the comments
  


 9   off of that to go to a final environmental impact
  


10   statement.  And then the information from that ultimately
  


11   gets to the Secretary of the Interior, who is the
  


12   decisionmaker.
  


13             So that's -- we are at the very front end of
  


14   this kind of big, long drawn out process.  But the
  


15   schedule is to have a decision made by July 1st of 2012.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anyone else?  We are not
  


17   going to leave until you do.
  


18                   MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  I know the oil industry
  


19   is pretty tough on us now because we are on an island and
  


20   we are surrounded by water.  There is no roads out of
  


21   here.  And our high cost of living up here is really high.
  


22   And our airfare is like 8-, $900 just for a ticket to
  


23   Fairbanks and back.  That's with no hotel, no food or
  


24   nothing.  That's just your ticket alone.
  


25             And we can't get no -- anything shipped up here
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 1   unless there is a road.  Like refrigerators, trucks,
  


 2   something that's -- that is bulky we can't get like
  


 3   Prudhoe Bay does or Barrow or Nuiqsut.  We don't have that
  


 4   kind of access to any kind of a cheaper way of getting our
  


 5   supplies into Kaktovik other than barge, which only comes
  


 6   once a year.  But the airlines would come maybe -- if they
  


 7   have a load, if Everett would come here, we have a load,
  


 8   it may be six months to a year before they even come to
  


 9   our village.
  


10             But the hardest part is for living up in our
  


11   village, the cost of living.  And we just can't get any --
  


12   like if we get a truck motor or something, we have to wait
  


13   for a barge or -- like all our appliances and stuff like
  


14   that is really bad up here for us because it's too high
  


15   for freight.  Our cost is just too high.  And like other
  


16   villages, they got it easy; they can get it every other
  


17   day.  But that's how we live.  We have to survive off our
  


18   land in order to get our food supply in order to -- we
  


19   can't just -- a lot of other Elders and people that live
  


20   here can't just live off the store-bought meat that we
  


21   get.  We have to go out there and get our gas, our shells
  


22   and all that kind of stuff in order for us to go hunt for
  


23   our village to provide food for the next year.  And it's
  


24   tough.
  


25             That's all I have.
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 1                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lee.  Anyone
  


 2   else want to end, or did Lee get the last word in?
  


 3                   MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  Carla always has
  


 4   the last word.
  


 5                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Bring a message
  


 6   to the Ken Salazar that we need -- we need help with our
  


 7   transportation.  We have no bypass mail like the rest of
  


 8   Alaska.  We don't have it.  So we are -- we are hurting.
  


 9   All our stuff has to -- if it can't -- if it needs to be
  


10   frozen, it has to be freighted.  Freight is $2-something a
  


11   pound.  The bulky stuff, only one airline is bringing that
  


12   in now, and they are charging three-something a pound for
  


13   that.  The big airlines will not even accept any bulky
  


14   mail or freight.
  


15             Like he was saying, Everett's Air, they won't
  


16   take it now so we are stuck with having to go to Frontier
  


17   and paying the three-something a pound for the bulky.  My
  


18   mom just got a stove, and she paid over $400, close to
  


19   $500 just for the freight for the stove, which is just
  


20   about as much what she paid for the stove.  So it's --
  


21   it's ridiculous.  And maybe he can do something for us.  I
  


22   don't know.  But we do need that.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
  


24                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I know that has
  


25   nothing to do with your minerals management, but you are
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 1   going back that way, so maybe you can put a bug in
  


 2   someone's ear.
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Why not?
  


 4                   MS. MARIE REXFORD:  And who is with State
  


 5   of Alaska?
  


 6                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  No one.
  


 7                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  They are
  


 8   different.  These guys are federal here.
  


 9                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question.
  


10   When you do your baseline studies, we don't want to get
  


11   it -- like, from Shell when they do their own, they keep
  


12   their own information.  Will you be requiring them to hire
  


13   a second party, an independent --
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  To verify it?
  


15                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  That way we
  


16   can know that and then they can share the information.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That has come up before,
  


18   and what we have recommended to Shell a lot is that if
  


19   they want people to believe their information, they need
  


20   to get it published in the peer review literature.  That
  


21   will be the independent third party.  So I mean, you are
  


22   right, there is some suspicion that if it's generated by
  


23   the company, is it 100 percent -- can we believe it.  And
  


24   a lot of times you can believe the information, but there
  


25   is always a little doubt.  So we have told them, yes, it's
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 1   nice to have their reports, but they need to get it into
  


 2   the literature, in the journals where independent
  


 3   scientists go through and they check it out.
  


 4             So that was a good observation.
  


 5                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So you guys are the
  


 6   ones that are doing the sharing studies, MMS?  Are you
  


 7   guys part of that?
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Which study?
  


 9                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Subsistence sharing?
  


10                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.
  


11                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yes, there is a -- I was
  


12   going to say MMS -- but BOEMRE because I think it started
  


13   under MMS.  It's kind of ongoing, yes.
  


14             Going back to your point there about the studies
  


15   by industry, Bob Sudyam in Barrow Monday night brought up
  


16   that very point.  And what he was saying is they put
  


17   out -- they publish the conclusions, but they don't
  


18   provide or share the background data which scientists like
  


19   himself or anybody else can look at to verify.  Well, you
  


20   have got a conclusion.  How did you get to that
  


21   conclusion?  And you have got to look at the data to see
  


22   that.  How did you interpret it.
  


23             And that's what Jim is saying is that you have
  


24   to have what's known in the scientific -- western
  


25   scientific community as peer review.  So it's a very good
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 1   point, and we will do our best to try to change the
  


 2   system.
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  We have been
  


 4   recommending it, and they need to do that for their own
  


 5   good.
  


 6                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Not just Shell, but
  


 7   all the others.
  


 8                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yeah, not just Shell,
  


 9   right, yeah.  This is across the board with industry.
  


10                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  All the way to the
  


11   fish and -- yeah.  Because our fish is -- when you fish,
  


12   sometimes we find some fish with sores on them when we
  


13   took our fish net, and I -- we have mentioned that to
  


14   North Slope Borough, and we let the other -- let some
  


15   people come, like, from the university, let them know that
  


16   in our fish net we find some fish that are not healthy.
  


17   And we try to get those checked, but we don't get any --
  


18   any results or any findings of what caused it or why it
  


19   was so that they were ill or --
  


20                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  Those things would be
  


21   pretty scary, I think, to see that.
  


22                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The lesions.
  


23                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  Because I've
  


24   gotten in my fish net when I've fished, I got like two,
  


25   three, four fish that had that kind of sore.  And we send
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 1   it to Barrow and then we report it to the people that were
  


 2   doing fish studies.  When we catch another one, we try to
  


 3   give it to people that we know that will take the -- the
  


 4   fish and then do some kind of study or whatever.  But we
  


 5   don't ever hear what they have to say or --
  


 6             And I know University of Fairbanks been coming
  


 7   here five years, maybe ten years every summer doing fish
  


 8   studies.  They catch and release and take the fish, you
  


 9   know, and measure the fish, and we don't ever hear what
  


10   they have to say.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  They should get back to
  


12   you.  It's your fish.
  


13                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And we ask them to
  


14   and it's --
  


15                   MR. TIM HOLDER:  My guess is that might be
  


16   State Department of Fish & Game.  I think they are the
  


17   most likely agency to be active in that.
  


18                   MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  All right.  Thank
  


19   you.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  If there is
  


21   no other --
  


22                   MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Just that we
  


23   oppose offshore.  Don't want you to sell any more leases.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you all.  Thank
  


25   you all for coming.  It's been a late night.  We
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 1   appreciate it.
  


 2              (Proceedings adjourned at 9:50 p.m.)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Good evening. 



            3    Thank you for coming tonight on this snowy night.  Before 



            4    we start, though, I would ask, Ida, would you please honor 



            5    us with a blessing.  



            6               (Blessing given by Ida Angasan.)



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very 



            8    much.  Again, good evening.  My name is Jim Kendall.  I 



            9    was here a couple years ago as a visitor of the Alaska 



           10    office, but right now I'm the Acting Director of the 



           11    office for all of Alaska.  



           12              Up until January 1st I was in D.C. where I was 



           13    in charge of the assessments and all the science.  Well, 



           14    under the new Administration, we have President Obama, Ken 



           15    Salazar as the Secretary of Interior, and then Michael 



           16    Bromwich, who is our new director, asked me that because 



           17    you are a scientist and you appreciate science and you 



           18    have spoken to me before about the need to use traditional 



           19    knowledge, he asked me to come up to Alaska for two, 



           20    three, four months -- I don't know how long -- and see if 



           21    I can start some discussions even better than we had 



           22    before.  



           23              And I'm going to say a few things that are a 



           24    little bit different.  This is really kind of a new day, 



           25    so we are doing things very differently.  
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            1              Now, what this meeting is about is about a 



            2    potential new five-year plan.  Before the Secretary can 



            3    offer anything for lease, it has to be mentioned in the 



            4    five-year plan.  Well, the current five-year plan goes 



            5    from 2007 to 2012.  And Secretary Ken Salazar is taking a 



            6    very cautious approach to the Arctic.  He's very concerned 



            7    and he's listening.  That's why he's canceled the 



            8    remaining lease sales in the Arctic for this five-year 



            9    plan.  That's from 2007 to 2012.  



           10              Now we are putting together a plan for 2012 to 



           11    2017.  And usually when we have a plan like this, even in 



           12    these early stages, there is some idea on, okay, we are 



           13    going to propose X number of lease sales in these areas.  



           14              Well, we are not doing that this time.  There is 



           15    nothing on the books.  There could be one sale in the 



           16    Beaufort, one in the Chukchi.  There could be one in one 



           17    and not in the other, or there could be none.  So he 



           18    wanted us to come up here and, before we start the 



           19    environmental impact statement, have a clean slate and ask 



           20    people what they think and what they are concerned about 



           21    because he said we have made no decisions.  We want to 



           22    have more openness, more transparency.  He wants science 



           23    used more.  He also wants traditional knowledge 



           24    incorporated into the documents, which is very important.  



           25              I've had a little -- not a lot of experience 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                         5







            1    with traditional knowledge in other places in the world, 



            2    but sometimes a Western scientist does something, and then 



            3    they have to go to traditional knowledge to see if we got 



            4    it right.  So some of us are starting to understand how 



            5    important it is.  



            6              Now, this five-year plan is required under the 



            7    National Environmental Policy Act.  Because we are going 



            8    to have this five-year plan on the OCS Lands Act, that's a 



            9    major federal action.  That kicks in the National 



           10    Environmental Policy Act which says we have to do an EIS 



           11    before we do anything.  So this is the very, very 



           12    beginning.  



           13              And some of the things we have heard in Nuiqsut 



           14    and Kotzebue, Wainwright, and Barrow is that people are 



           15    concerned, number one, that they have a seat at the table.  



           16    Okay.  This is your backyard, your garden.  You need to be 



           17    there.  They are very concerned that if there would be, 



           18    heaven forbid, an oil spill, can it be cleaned up.  Okay.  



           19    They want to know is the community going to benefit from 



           20    this in any way.  Is there going to be some type of 



           21    revenue sharing?  



           22              If something were to allow to occur, how do we 



           23    make sure there is absolutely no impact to subsistence way 



           24    of life?  We cannot allow that.  The hunts must continue.  



           25    People must be provided by the ocean, the garden.  That 
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            1    cannot be interrupted.  



            2              There has been also issues with all the boat 



            3    traffic that's coming in.  With the shrinking of the ice, 



            4    we hear that there could be more ship traffic, not only 



            5    for oil and gas, but from other countries trying to take a 



            6    sneaky path across the north.  Well, that makes noise and 



            7    there is more traffic.  How do we work that into the 



            8    equation.  



            9              And so those are the kind of things we are 



           10    starting to hear.  And we are trying to record all of that 



           11    so this information is considered in our environmental 



           12    documents and the concerns are passed from us, the worker 



           13    bee level, up to the decisionmakers.  So they are very, 



           14    very serious about that, and I'm real serious about that 



           15    myself when the director asked me to come there.  I asked 



           16    him, can I go to these meetings.  



           17              Usually the Regional Director does not come to 



           18    the scoping meetings.  He said, no, Jim, you are going to 



           19    the scoping meetings.  I said, great.  I was up here one 



           20    time as a guest and got to speak to some of you, and I 



           21    really enjoyed it.  



           22              So I've got my team here who I would like to 



           23    introduce, starting with Steve Textoris.  Where are you 



           24    from?  



           25                    MR. TEXTORIS:  I'm living in Washington, 
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            1    D.C. and I'm the Leasing Acting Chief there.  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Rob?  



            3                    MR. ROB MCWHORTER:  Rob McWhorter.  I work 



            4    for Argonne National Laboratory.  Argonne is helping the 



            5    Bureau with their national environmental impact statement.  



            6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Tim Holder.  I'm based in 



            7    Washington, D.C. with the Bureau, and I coordinate with 



            8    our Alaska office on NEPA documents.  I always have to 



            9    throw in here I lived in Anchorage for 19 years and I 



           10    lived in Nome for six years, both below the Arctic Circle.



           11                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I'm Michael Haller.  I'm 



           12    the community liaison with the Alaska Region.  And the 



           13    first time I was here was immediately after the blizzard 



           14    about six years ago, and then a few months later we 



           15    brought Operation Santa Claus up to -- I hope Santa Claus 



           16    has been better to you since then.  Thank you.



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And this is Mary.  Mary 



           18    is busy.  She's our most important member of the team so 



           19    we get all of the comments so that we can put them 



           20    together and send them up.  And then Mike.  



           21                    MR. ROUTHIER:  I'm Mike Routhier.  I work 



           22    on NEPA documents from the Anchorage office.  



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  A couple of things we 



           24    would like to ask that -- we want everyone to speak, and 



           25    you can tell us anything you want, please.  We want to 
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            1    hear it all.  We heard some very interesting things last 



            2    night that I'm not going to repeat, but that's important.  



            3    We needed to have that.  Please state your name so that we 



            4    can get that in the record.  That would be great.  



            5              And also, this is something about me personally.  



            6    I am very hard of hearing.  I'm deaf in my left ear.  I'm 



            7    partially deaf here.  So what I am going to do is I'm 



            8    going to sit there.  And even though Mary is taking all 



            9    the notes I'm going to, for myself, grab the main concepts 



           10    while I'm listening.  I'm not a good listener, so I've got 



           11    to focus on that.  And I want to ask Tim to run the 



           12    meeting and get people to talk and that kind of stuff.  I 



           13    don't want to insult anybody by sitting down and not 



           14    saying any more than this, but I don't hear well, and if 



           15    someone is talking, I want to make sure that I'm focused 



           16    on the meeting.  



           17              And anything is fair game.  You know, what do 



           18    you think about a potential lease sale.  You may not like 



           19    it.  We want to hear it.  If you are for it, tell us.  If 



           20    you have concerns, tell us.  Even if I've said what we 



           21    have heard and you feel the same way, tell us again.  We 



           22    have no problem going back to our bosses, the 



           23    decisionmakers, and say we heard this five times in five 



           24    different locations.  I don't have a problem with that at 



           25    all.  Whether or not it's a concern about oil spills, 
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            1    concern about cleaning it up, revenue sharing, impact to 



            2    subsistence hunting and whaling, tell us what you think.  



            3    We are going in a listening mode. 



            4              It's sort of a new day.  We have got nothing 



            5    planned.  And one of the options is there could be no 



            6    lease sale.  The last four were canceled.  No decisions 



            7    have been made about the next one.  And so we are here.  



            8    We are all ears.  I've got one ear.  We are all recording 



            9    everything.  And we would really like this to be a good 



           10    meeting.  Last night's meeting went for three hours in 



           11    Nuiqsut, and we had a great discussion.  No one held back.  



           12              So Tim.  



           13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  All right.  We are 



           14    opening the floor here to comments.  So whoever wants to 



           15    go first.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  One other warning here.  



           17    If I see the conversation start to die, I'm a frustrated 



           18    teacher, and you know what happens when a teacher is 



           19    teaching and nobody asks questions; he starts calling on 



           20    people, you know.  So you know, we really want people to 



           21    tell us.  I don't care.  We had some interesting 



           22    discussions at the door.  So when I see a lull in the 



           23    discussions, I may jump up and start asking people what 



           24    they think.  So please don't be shy.  



           25              Who is going to start before I start asking 
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            1    questions?  



            2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims 



            3    Kayotuk, for the record.  I oppose any and all offshore 



            4    oil exploration or development and really oppose you guys 



            5    selling or leasing any more, selling any more lease sales 



            6    out there.  But I realize that things do happen, and if it 



            7    does happen, I think some things need to happen before as 



            8    far as like -- because of the climate changes and all 



            9    that's coming up, the ice really changing, having more 



           10    winds and all of that, I think we need new baseline 



           11    studies before anything can go forward.  They have done 



           12    baseline studies before, but I think things have changed 



           13    drastically since then.  So before anything can happen, I 



           14    think new baseline studies need to happen.  



           15              Also I would like for us to have a buffer zone 



           16    around our area all along the coast.  Our community is 



           17    strictly coastal hunting in the summertimes because we are 



           18    in the ANWR area situation, and so -- and our rivers are 



           19    shallow for our boats to go up, so we hunt along the 



           20    coast.  That's where we harvest our caribou and our geese 



           21    and ducks and stuff like that.  Seals are very important 



           22    to us.  Fishing.  And if anything ever should happen bad 



           23    out there on the ocean, it's going to devastate us.  And 



           24    so I think we really need a very good buffer zone around 



           25    our area.  
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            1              I've heard that there is good buffer zones 



            2    around some of the other communities along the coast, and 



            3    for some reason our community was left out of the buffer 



            4    zone stuff.  So that's one of my concerns for now.  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Carla.  In 



            6    fact, last night we heard a lot about the buffer zone, how 



            7    come there's buffer zones in the Chukchi and not in the 



            8    Beaufort.  So I'm glad we are hearing that again.  Thank 



            9    you.  



           10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?  



           11                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Marie Rexford, 



           12    resident.  I oppose offshore, also.  I have been saying 



           13    that for a number of years and still you come back with 



           14    same old hearing after hearing and hearing.  So what -- 



           15    what -- what's going to change?  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We have 



           17    heard that as well last night that we keep coming back.  



           18    And I guess the short answer is, with the new 



           19    Administration, they keep asking us the same questions and 



           20    they ask us to come back and talk with the communities to 



           21    see what they say and think.  And they are listening.  The 



           22    last four lease sales were canceled.  And now this whole 



           23    new program is set up that they are not even putting 



           24    anything on the books yet and they are waiting till they 



           25    talk with you before they talk about anything else.  
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            1              So we understand this is a burden and we keep 



            2    coming back, but people are starting to listen.  And at 



            3    least we're here to listen and take notes and take it 



            4    back.  And so thank you for giving us the time.  



            5                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  And I'd add one other 



            6    thing, too.  There is an acknowledgment now of global 



            7    warming and the impact in the Arctic, so that is one of 



            8    the differences.  So you have noticed things.  Very 



            9    specifically you have examples, and we would invite you to 



           10    share that if that seems appropriate in your thoughts, as 



           11    well, please.  



           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard something 



           13    interesting today.  We were talking to a gentleman that 



           14    said that they take the snowmachines out and there are 



           15    certain areas out there where you can't go because the ice 



           16    is very thin because there is currents underneath, and 



           17    those are the kind of things we need to know.  I mean, 



           18    maybe our oceanographers doing these studies don't know 



           19    that.  So if that's traditional knowledge that people 



           20    have, we need to use it better, beginning to understand.  



           21                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  My name is Ida Angasan.  



           22    Speaking of threatened animals and stuff, I hear this -- I 



           23    have been hearing this for the past month or so.  Every 



           24    morning I read this about threatened polar bears, 



           25    threatened or extinct seals, threatened or extinct oogruks 
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            1    and all of our mammals out in the ocean.  What is it -- 



            2    you know, we live off the land and the ocean.  And many of 



            3    you live off the store-bought bread, eggs, lettuce and 



            4    tomatoes.  We hunt for our foods.  



            5              We live the way we live because, you know, we 



            6    were put on this earth on the North Slope as a harsh kind 



            7    of environment.  We live through it because our Elders, 



            8    our ancestors, they were very wise to understand how they 



            9    could survive the harsh lands of the North Slope.  They 



           10    hunted.  They fished.  They went to the mountains.  They 



           11    walked everywhere and whatnot.  Maybe somebody had a boat 



           12    in the summertime or not, but they went from one migration 



           13    to the next with the caribou, the sheep, the -- and in the 



           14    ocean, the fish, the oogruks, the seals and the whales.  



           15    What am I forgetting?  The beluga and our walruses.  



           16              Yeah, we get a walrus once in a great while, you 



           17    know.  And we were fortunate to have four of the beluga 



           18    came in this summer.  



           19              But, you know, it's our environment.  And the 



           20    government is trying to say this is becoming extinct.  I 



           21    think we should have them quit hunting it.  I don't think 



           22    that's -- it's -- not I don't think -- I know it's not 



           23    right.  



           24              We are the Native people of the North Slope.  



           25    Along the course -- I mean, along the coastline of all of 
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            1    Alaska, you will see all different kinds of Natives.  We 



            2    all live on the coast or in -- you know, on the shores of 



            3    the lakes because we survive that way.  



            4              Thank you.  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  



            6    That's very good to know, and you are correct.  I mean, 



            7    you are citizens of the United States, and you are 



            8    citizens of Alaska, and this is your community.  And so we 



            9    need to know that.  We need to hear that.  We need to take 



           10    that message back.  I know there is others that have 



           11    things to say.  Yes, ma'am.



           12                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  On the baseline 



           13    studies, what do you do?  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What do we do in terms 



           15    of the government?



           16                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Yeah.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not a very good job at 



           18    getting the information out.  We found that out in some of 



           19    our other meetings, that our little agency alone has spent 



           20    $300,000,000 on research and 400 reports, and USGS is 



           21    doing work and NOAA, and it seems like that information is 



           22    not being tied together and getting it out to the people 



           23    that should know what it is and tell us if it's done the 



           24    right way.



           25                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  What do you do, I 
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            1    mean?  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We do -- for the studies 



            3    we do physical oceanography, we study the whales, we 



            4    monitor bowhead whales from the air for almost 30 years.  



            5    There is whales out there that are swimming around that 



            6    have tags on them so that we know they go to Canada and 



            7    they come back and they go to the east.  We have done 



            8    studies on Arctic cisco.  We do all these studies, but 



            9    they end up on the shelves.  They are not getting out.



           10                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Why do you have to do 



           11    the same thing again and again if you can get the 



           12    knowledge from the Elders?  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a weak link.  We 



           14    need to work --



           15                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Maybe you are changing 



           16    our shoreline fisheries the way you are doing your 



           17    studies.  Maybe you are changing the ways of our food.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's very important to 



           19    hear for the traditional knowledge and the information 



           20    from the Elders.  You know, some of us now have been 



           21    converted to know how important that is.  Scientists 



           22    before me, they were all in the laboratory looking at 



           23    their numbers, and they spent no time living with the 



           24    communities.  They don't talk with people.  



           25              We had a nice lady last night, Marjorie; she was 
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            1    a senior Elder and she gave the blessing.  And she told us 



            2    how she grew up and what she had seen.  That's invaluable.  



            3    That information we need to work into our process.  And so 



            4    you are right.  We need to listen.  We need to get that 



            5    information and make sure that's considered.  And people 



            6    now that are working with this are very sincere and they 



            7    want that information, respectfully.  



            8                    MR. HARRY LORD:  My name is Harry Lord.  



            9    And in 1968, our people objected to the development of 



           10    Prudhoe Bay to the point of filing a class action against 



           11    the Secretary of the Interior in the name of Edwardson v. 



           12    Morton.  Our experience was an experience of injustice.  



           13    And the injustice is, in fact, a crime against all 



           14    humanity because the negative results of that litigation 



           15    led to the extinguishment of our aboriginal rights and the 



           16    removal of all legal protections for those rights.  



           17              In 1977, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic 



           18    Slope held an Elders conference to lay out the supreme law 



           19    of the land as well as the high sea.  And the supreme law 



           20    of the land as issued by our Elders at that conference was 



           21    no offshore development, period.  And that is customary 



           22    traditional Inuit social law.  From time immemorial we 



           23    have had this inherent sovereignty with immunity, and it's 



           24    been completely ignored.  



           25              So we need to revisit this injustice of how your 
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            1    carbon development in the Arctic, specifically the 



            2    international crime scene Prudhoe Bay, Alaska.  



            3              You all never had any title here in the Arctic.  



            4    There was a court case in 1971, U.S. v. Escamilla, which 



            5    was a homicide case in which the Fourth Circuit Court of 



            6    Appeals established in a legal determination that the 



            7    United States had no recognized means of law enforcement 



            8    in the Arctic.  U.S. v. Escamilla.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  She's got 



           10    it.



           11                    MR. HARRY LORD:  And so we have a grave 



           12    injustice that needs servicing.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I knew you 



           14    were going to speak.  I encouraged you.



           15                    MR. HARRY LORD:  And so the most profound 



           16    statement I've ever heard was Nelson Mandela when he 



           17    addressed his countrymen for the very first time after he 



           18    was released from prison.  And the very first thing he 



           19    denounced was the educational policies of Apartheid as 



           20    truly a crime against humanity, and that has been the very 



           21    best academia has allowed into a society is a brain dead 



           22    education on arrival.  



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



           24                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I'll yield.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You can speak more than 
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            1    once.  I mean, really.  Anyone else before I play teacher?  



            2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce Inglangasak.  



            3    Air quality is pretty much one of the things that nobody 



            4    is saying anything about.  Everybody knows that carbon 



            5    monoxide kills.  For 30 years you have been pumping this 



            6    crap into our system here.  And we have the highest rate 



            7    of upper respiratory sickness because of carbon monoxide.  



            8    And it's speeding up the process of global warming.  



            9                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I'm glad you 



           10    brought the air quality part.  Just recently -- and I 



           11    don't travel towards the west very much on the Slope 



           12    towards Barrow just because of the cost and everything.  



           13    But recently I went through there, and I was appalled at 



           14    what I saw just -- we were coming in for a landing, and it 



           15    was just yellow and I'm, like, what is all that?  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Where was this?  



           17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  This was over in 



           18    Prudhoe Bay.  We were coming in for a landing in Prudhoe 



           19    Bay.  And it's just all yellow over on this one side, and 



           20    I'm, like, what is that?  I said, they can't be having a 



           21    sand storm.  That's too yellow for a sand storm.  And I 



           22    started looking and thinking, well, maybe it's the way the 



           23    sun is shining or something.  I'm, like, no, that's not 



           24    what it is.  



           25              And then come to realize that it's, like, smog 
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            1    that's there.  It's the smoke and stuff from -- from 



            2    their -- whatever they do over there and everything.  But 



            3    I was just appalled at how much -- how yellow it was, 



            4    how -- it was just like a yellow fog type kind of a thing, 



            5    smog.  



            6              And the last few days here I have been seeing 



            7    how, when we have the west wind, I can see it way out on 



            8    the ocean.  You can just see that yellow haze floating by.  



            9    And it just seems like I have been noticing it more and 



           10    more.  



           11              But I was really appalled at what I saw.  And 



           12    this was about -- we came home at the end of -- the first 



           13    of February.  And it was just -- just awful.  And I 



           14    sure -- if they are going to do development and stuff like 



           15    that, then I think, because we are in the Arctic or 



           16    anywhere else, it should be above normal standards for 



           17    what the oil development people should have to follow.  



           18                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce again.  



           19    These oil companies that are here, they have been flaring 



           20    for 30 years.  I think that's the biggest waste of energy 



           21    right there.  I mean, how many flaring they got going, 



           22    24/7, 365 days a year.  That's a lot of wasted energy 



           23    right there.  That could have been heating up a lot of 



           24    communities.  I mean, that's -- I think those people 



           25    should be paying for our hospital bills.  They brought 
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            1    this upon us and our animals.  We shouldn't be going to 



            2    hospital and paying our bills for getting treatment for 



            3    pneumonia or something.  I mean, that's not fair, not fair 



            4    to our people or our animals.  



            5                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  You guys know 



            6    I'm pretty much opposed to drilling oil anywhere, and a 



            7    lot of it has to do with the environment, and it's a 



            8    pretty negative energy, and the impact it's having on this 



            9    world is devastating.  It's killing Mother Earth, and 



           10    people got to wake up and realize, you know, there is -- 



           11    there is a lot of alternative energies out there, and we 



           12    can easily switch over, you know, with the people all 



           13    rising up together, you know.  



           14              Patent laws, for instance; there is a law to 



           15    that technology out there, but people control that 



           16    knowledge and they -- and there is a reason for it 



           17    because, you know, they -- they want that economic 



           18    leverage, you know.  They have power over someone.  And 



           19    the way I was raised when I was a children, you know, kid 



           20    growing up in this community, you shared everything, you 



           21    know, because you worked together to survive and live in 



           22    this community.  And that's our world.  It's our 



           23    community, the whole world, all of us.  



           24              I'm asking you guys, you know.  We know it.  



           25    It's time for you guys to wake up.  You are the brains of 
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            1    the operation.  You are in our government.  Speak for us.  



            2    You know it.  Follow your heart.  That's all I got to say.  



            3              Thank you.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.  For 



            5    those that may not be aware, the bureau we work for not 



            6    only does oil and gas, but recently we have been given the 



            7    authority for alternative and renewable energy.  So we are 



            8    working on the wind farms and things like that, as well.  



            9    So very timely comments.  Thank you, Ken.



           10                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Are they going to 



           11    do another five-year study to see if that wind generator 



           12    is viable, or are they going to put it up now?  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right now they are 



           14    trying off of New England, the Cape Wind area.



           15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  What's Cape 



           16    whatever got to do with here?  Why can't they put it here?  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it will be the 



           18    first -- it's taken them ten years for them to get this 



           19    far.  It will be the first one in the country to see if it 



           20    works offshore.  So they are going to test it for you, 



           21    although the environment here is very different.  But it's 



           22    a start.  It's a start.



           23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  You guys come to 



           24    us with a whole bunch of questions and stuff like this, 



           25    you tell us you are going to do this and that and you show 
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            1    a little picture of some little rinky-dink toy that can 



            2    scoop oil out of our ocean in the middle of ice, and now 



            3    you come here and tell us they are going to do a study on 



            4    the other side of the world to see if it's viable for 



            5    here?  I don't get it.  



            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No, not viable to see if 



            7    it could work here.  To see if it will work anywhere.



            8                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We are asking you.  



            9    We need it here.  We need it now, not five years study 



           10    first and then do it.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So a study for renewable 



           12    energy in the Arctic.  



           13                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Not even studying 



           14    for many years.  We are telling you, go tell your guys we 



           15    need a wind generator over here now.  It will save a 



           16    million dollars for this community in one year.  Wait five 



           17    years, that's five million bucks.  I mean, we could use 



           18    that oil somewhere else.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



           20                    MR. HARRY LORD:  We need to pry loose the 



           21    sky cell technology that the Central Intelligence Agency 



           22    is hoarding from us.  



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sky sale?  



           24                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Cell, C-E-L-L.  Cell.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Anybody else?  Pretty big 



            2    crowd.  This is the biggest -- actually exceeds our crowd 



            3    that we had in Barrow, a much bigger town.



            4                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ida Angasan.  Speaking 



            5    of that yellowish brownish -- 



            6                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Carbon monoxide.



            7                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Excuse me.  That 



            8    yellowish brownish cloud that you see from over there, I 



            9    know; I worked at Prudhoe Bay for years.  Every time -- 



           10    they have tons and tons of trucks, some ice and, you know, 



           11    all these cars and trucks that they have, especially the 



           12    big semis, they turn those on; they leave those on day and 



           13    night, 24 hours a day during the winter, you know.  And 



           14    that is where you see all of that carbon monoxide from all 



           15    the trucks and whatever is -- you know, their generators 



           16    and everything else that they have over there.  You know, 



           17    there is a plug in for -- for that, too.  



           18              It's just like Bruce said, all that gas, it's 



           19    just wasting when you are leaving a truck on.  I mean, 



           20    this is for each camp.  How many camps are there in 



           21    Prudhoe Bay?  You know, that's -- you got to think of that 



           22    sometimes.  



           23              I know in big camps like ARCO, BP and Conoco -- 



           24    not -- but Conoco, ARCO and BP -- no, I got that 



           25    backwards.  Conoco, BP and all those other places they 
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            1    have over there, you know, they have got these trucks 



            2    around there, around the buildings and then some where 



            3    they have annexes, you know.  And then they also have 



            4    those trucks then out of there.  And then you have the big 



            5    semis that are in and out of there.  And they leave those 



            6    on 24 hours a day.  I wonder how much gallons of gas they 



            7    use in the 24 hours time.  



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good -- that's 



            9    a very good question.  Thank you. 



           10                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Robert Thompson.  



           11    Okay.  I have a lot of concerns, and one, it's a lack of 



           12    baseline studies.  This was a problem in Prince William 



           13    Sound and the Sakhalin Islands where they have had spills.  



           14    Industry was able to argue that they don't know what was 



           15    there so they don't know what they had to compensate for.  



           16    They were able to successfully get the compensation 



           17    reduced because of no baseline studies.  So that's very 



           18    critical here.  



           19              The industry looks at this area as a great place 



           20    to do business.  There is very little business activity 



           21    going on that they have to compensate.  In the Gulf they 



           22    have multi-billions of dollars' worth of private 



           23    enterprise that they have to compensate.  Here in the 



           24    Arctic, there is very little actual business happening 



           25    other than our subsistence activities.  And they take the 
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            1    attitude that they can just buy that off.  I think Shell 



            2    had a fund for $20,000,000 to compensate for loss of 



            3    whales.  We are not happy.  We don't agree with that at 



            4    all.  This is our industry.  This is our economy and it 



            5    doesn't have a price.  



            6              So the baseline studies are important.  They 



            7    were very haphazard before and I don't know if there is 



            8    any one report you can call a baseline study.  Industry 



            9    will say there's all kinds of studies that have been done 



           10    but baseline studies are what we need so we know what's 



           11    there without a doubt so there is no question about it.  



           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Something to add to that 



           13    before you change topics.  Baseline was mentioned one 



           14    other time about the time the Secretary canceled the rest 



           15    of the sales in the current five-year program, he asked 



           16    the U.S. Geological Survey to collect all the information 



           17    on the Arctic and put it together into a report looking at 



           18    information gaps.  That report, we are told, will be out 



           19    in April, and that will help make -- will add into the 



           20    decision process of the Secretary on whether to have lease 



           21    sales or not.  



           22              USGS has gone to us to get information.  They 



           23    have gone to NOAA.  They have gone to all the agent sits.  



           24    We have not seen the report.  They are a science agency.  



           25    They don't manage things.  So to make sure it's squeaky 
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            1    clean and aboveboard, we have not seen it and we won't see 



            2    it until everyone else sees it.  So that might help in 



            3    terms of the questions of what studies have been done, 



            4    what's the baseline, and it should identify where the gaps 



            5    are.  And so that should be coming out in April.  I wish I 



            6    knew more, but -- we gave them all our reports, but they 



            7    won't tell us anything.  They want to keep it pure.  So 



            8    that should help.  



            9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Also I'm concerned 



           10    about the effects of dispersants.  BOEMRE I believe did 



           11    some recent studies, reports on this.  And according to 



           12    their reports in the Arctic, it's probably no more than 10 



           13    percent effective.  And there is no studies on long-term 



           14    effects of what's happening.  What's happening in the Gulf 



           15    could happen here, but worse.  We got colder weather.  



           16              And I don't know if there is any studies related 



           17    to oil breakdown in the Arctic or dispersant breakdown and 



           18    what effects it will have on the marine life.  That should 



           19    be done before these are -- before the leases happen so 



           20    that the oil companies can't just say that just makes it 



           21    go away.  And that's what they did here is they told us 



           22    the dispersant just makes the oil go away.  It's no longer 



           23    a problem.  We are finding out that that's not the truth.  



           24              We want to have the truth.  We don't want to get 



           25    lied to.  We've had Shell Oil come here and Minerals 
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            1    Management lie to us right in this room, and we are tired 



            2    of it.  



            3              We have no Coast Guard here.  Coast Guard is 



            4    supposed to monitor the oil spill activities.  They don't 



            5    have a presence here.  They don't have the capacity.  They 



            6    admit it.  They don't have icebreakers.  They do not have 



            7    the capacity to monitor the oil industry.  Pete Sleaby 



            8    from Shell says we don't need them.  We don't do the 



            9    cleanup anyway.  I guess he implies that they should do it 



           10    on the honor system, but I'm not ready to give Shell Oil 



           11    the consideration of doing things on an honor system.  



           12    The.  



           13              The Coast Guard is hired to monitor the 



           14    activities, and we demand that that happen.  That's 



           15    actually the law.  Otherwise just say it's not needed.  



           16    But all indications are that that's who is responsible for 



           17    oil activities.  And the industry itself has no capacity 



           18    to operate in Arctic ice.  They don't have ice icebreakers 



           19    If you look out on the ocean as you came to the runway 



           20    here, you can see what's happened just in the last few 



           21    days.  I don't know if any ship is going to be running 



           22    around in there.  Even if they were to have icebreakers, 



           23    some of that ice is on the bottom.  I don't think the 



           24    icebreakers can even travel in those conditions.  



           25              Okay.  The industry was allowed to say what 
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            1    their worst-case scenario for an oil spill was, and they 



            2    chose to do it for August when there is water.  Okay.  



            3    They should not be the one to say when they have to make a 



            4    plan for cleanup.  It should be as it's frozen, being the 



            5    first of October.  By using August, they are able to fool 



            6    the public into thinking they have some capacity, which 



            7    even then they had limited capacity.  



            8              In regard to that, they should have satellite 



            9    data for wave activity.  There is a lot of times when they 



           10    will not be able to operate with their cleaning operation.  



           11    This has happened off Norway where not even a drop was 



           12    cleaned up on a very large offshore oil spill.  22-foot 



           13    waves and nothing was cleaned up.  We have those 



           14    conditions here.  That should be public knowledge, how 



           15    much of the time they can do cleanup during the open ice 



           16    time.  They go into broken ice conditions and allude to 



           17    some capacity, but the question is how can they clean up 



           18    oil under the ice.  



           19              BOEMRE itself said if this were to happen, most 



           20    likely we would just have to let it spill until the 



           21    following season.  That's not acceptable.  I don't know 



           22    how they came up with that that they could do that to us.  



           23    This becomes environmental justice issue.  This is an 



           24    issue that affects us.  We don't get any benefit from that 



           25    oil.  So if people in the United States want to drill, 
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            1    they can do it offshore California, offshore Florida, off 



            2    the East Coast of the United States.  If they want the 



            3    oil, drill there first before they come here.  



            4              Okay.  The air quality permits should be 



            5    cumulative to include the onshore activities.  What's 



            6    happened on the North Slope, air quality permits are bid 



            7    for each lease sale leased, not considering other ones 



            8    cumulatively.  That's why we've got the problem here.  



            9    That happened for 30 years in the Prudhoe Bay area.  The 



           10    permits were given out but not collectively all together.  



           11    It might be okay this year for this small operation, but 



           12    all together it accumulates and we have the effects of it.  



           13              Another problem is on State leases, they don't 



           14    have people to monitor the permits, the air quality 



           15    permits and so on, but DEC has only two people to monitor 



           16    all the permits.  So in that regard on these permits, 



           17    there should be people there at all times to monitor the 



           18    conditions.  I found out that Shell has no nonShell people 



           19    on board their drilling ships.  To me that's not 



           20    acceptable.  There should be somebody to monitor the 



           21    activity to make sure they are in compliance.  They did 



           22    not have that up to this point.  I don't know if that 



           23    continues, but to me that's not acceptable.  There again, 



           24    it's an honor system for the industry.  



           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good 
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            1    point.  Because of what happened in the Gulf there was 



            2    only 56 inspectors.  They are going up to probably 200.  



            3    And up in the Arctic, if there were to be drilling, there 



            4    would be an inspector on the drill ship 24/7.



            5                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  How many?  



            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know at least one, 



            7    maybe two because of the 12-hour shifts.  Do you know 



            8    offhand?  Two?  Two, at least.



            9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  I'd like to 



           10    see baseline health studies on our health.  If we are 



           11    affected by health -- and I've heard the industry say 



           12    people in Nuiqsut, they're just smoking these cigarettes.  



           13    That's not acceptable.  If they are going to be in this 



           14    area putting out pollution into the atmosphere, they have 



           15    got to know what our health is.  



           16              And another thing I believe everybody should 



           17    learn from the Gulf spill is about spill response 



           18    capacity.  They had 3,700 boats operating on that spill.  



           19    We don't have that many boats, and I don't think they can 



           20    get them here and they can't operate in the winter.  So we 



           21    don't have any spill response capacity.  



           22              The industry talks about a robust plan.  They 



           23    tell the public, oh, we are really concerned.  I think 



           24    they have five boats.  Well, that doesn't quite get it.  



           25    And then they tell people that this is an exploratory well 
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            1    like it's not a concern.  The Deepwater Horizon was an 



            2    exploratory well.  The public should know these things.  



            3    Don't just listen to the industry.  And our government 



            4    should tell us also the risks on this.  We shouldn't have 



            5    to listen to the oil industry tell us how great they are.  



            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard that last night 



            7    that on a very bad day on the Arctic, people out there are 



            8    going to be more worried about saving their own lives than 



            9    cleaning up oil.  We heard that last night.



           10                    MR. THOMPSON:  There are 16 endangered and 



           11    threatened species, and there are probably going to be 



           12    three more listed.  So these should be addressed, not have 



           13    lawsuits try and change the law or having the Republican 



           14    Administration trying to do away with the Environmental 



           15    Protection Agency.  The laws are there to protect us, and 



           16    we need to have those regulations in place and be 



           17    followed, not the people that are -- who knows how they 



           18    are related to the oil industry trying to diminish the law 



           19    so that the industry can act.  



           20              We are tired of that.  That's happened here in 



           21    Alaska.  We have had 12 of our congress people and one 



           22    senator that were convicted of violations of this in 



           23    relation to this activity.  We are tired of it.  Those 



           24    people work for us, and they have got to take care of our 



           25    interests.  
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            1                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  Adding onto 



            2    these thing here -- 



            3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I don't think -- are you 



            4    done, Mr. Thompson?  



            5                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Go ahead.  I'll get 



            6    some more.  



            7                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I just wanted to add on 



            8    here.  You said worry about your own survival during an 



            9    oil spill.  You know, in the Arctic, yeah, even in our own 



           10    homes sometimes we have to band together to survive, you 



           11    know, just regular living.  I just wanted to throw that in 



           12    there.  Not during a catastrophe, just bad weather -- if 



           13    you bring a catastrophe, we ain't going to able to help if 



           14    you got bad weather up here, help the oil industry if they 



           15    need it because a lot of times we are fighting for our own 



           16    survival.  And we are together, you know.  But -- 



           17              That happened a few years ago.  We lost 



           18    electricity and most of the people had alternative -- you 



           19    know, they were used to camping and people were throwing 



           20    up tents in their house, throwing up Coleman stoves and 



           21    all kinds of gadgets that we have because we still go out 



           22    on the land and live off the land.  And if it wasn't for 



           23    that, there probably would have been dozens of people dead 



           24    in this village during that blizzard a few years ago.  



           25    It's just where we are from.  We live up here.
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            1                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce Inglangasak.  



            2    Revenue sharing.  We live here.  Where does most of this 



            3    money go? 



            4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  The answer is, from the 



            5    Outer Continental Shelf, the revenues that come in from 



            6    that for leasing and all the subsequent activities, 



            7    rentals and so forth go into the Federal Treasury.  Now, 



            8    there is a program that started about three -- two or 



            9    three years ago called CIAP, Coastal Impact Assistance 



           10    Program.  It's $10,000,000 over four years, and it's 



           11    distributed according to a formula, basically who has the 



           12    most activity.  So Louisiana gets, by far, the largest 



           13    share by state, but Alaska gets a chunk of the money.  I 



           14    don't have the dollar -- the dollars, but --



           15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  This is our home 



           16    here, you know.  You pump this crap out of our land here 



           17    and some city on the other side of this country is getting 



           18    a whole big chunk of it, and we, the people here, get 



           19    pennies.  



           20                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, there is Outer 



           21    Continental Shelf activity for decades and nothing got 



           22    back to the states or communities.  So at least there is a 



           23    little bit.  But those are -- the decisions about that are 



           24    made by Congress.  And we can put this in the record 



           25    here.  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will take the message 



            2    forward.  



            3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Pass the message up.  



            4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We live here.  We 



            5    got to pay for -- we got to pay big money to pay for our 



            6    heating bill, our lights and our food that you send up 



            7    here, and we got to pay for it.  I mean, and we get chump 



            8    change out of this revenue, so-called revenue sharing.  We 



            9    are getting scraps from it.  Thirty years of this, and 



           10    look at our community here.  We finally got running water 



           11    just within our community after 30 years.  And Anchorage 



           12    had it, Juneau had it for 30 years.  So this revenue 



           13    sharing is going the wrong direction.  People that live 



           14    here should be getting it so we can pay for all these 



           15    goodies that you have.



           16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims 



           17    Kayotuk.  I just wanted to say that I agree with Robert 



           18    that there needs to be more cumulative impact studies; not 



           19    just impact studies, but cumulative impact studies.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



           21                    MR. HARRY LORD:  That's a very good point, 



           22    Carla.          



           23                    MR. HARRY LORD:  That's a very good point, 



           24    Carla.  Harry Lord, once again.  And I believe that a 



           25    quantitative assessment on the damage to our people's 
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            1    culture and way of life has never been accomplished since 



            2    the advent of Prudhoe Bay, and we have suffered miserably 



            3    with the extinguishment of our rights.  And Prudhoe Bay 



            4    was stolen from our people, taken criminally.  



            5              It was a criminal expropriation, and we are 



            6    entitled to triple the damages for such pernicious 



            7    activity, for every barrel of oil that has been stolen 



            8    from us.  We are entitled to triple damages.  The impact 



            9    on our people has been that significant.  It's inexcusable 



           10    and unpardonable, that we were left to suffer this 



           11    injustice from then to now.  



           12              Hydrocarbon on the brain is known to be very 



           13    dangerous.  And that's precisely what's driving your 



           14    political economy over the cliff is hydrocarbon on the 



           15    brain.  I was once criticized for opposing development.  



           16    They said you are against drilling, aren't you?  I said, 



           17    no, no.  I'm all for drilling, but in the appropriate 



           18    region, like a transorbital lobotomy for hydrocarbon on 



           19    the brain.  



           20              I'll yield once again.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



           22    Mr. Thompson.



           23                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I'm first.  Excuse me, 



           24    Robert.  I agree with Robert Thompson, too.  Ida Angasan.  



           25    When you said about the ice and the icebergs and 
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            1    everything, especially when he's talking about coming up 



            2    to Alaska in August to try out the oil spill materials and 



            3    stuff and everything.  They have to come up here in the 



            4    wintertime.  As you were coming in from out there, the 



            5    icebergs, they are pushing against one another as it is 



            6    right off this other island that we have.  There is ice 



            7    out there that none of the ships or any kind of boats will 



            8    be able to clean up anything because they will get crushed 



            9    anyways, you know.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Is that the term, the 



           11    ivu?  



           12                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ivu, I-V-U.  Ivu.  



           13    That's how you spell it.  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We saw that in Barrow 



           15    this week.  Impressive.



           16                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  And it's right out here, 



           17    too.  It's been going that way for this whole year.  And 



           18    it's -- how are you going to -- how are they coming up 



           19    here with their boats and their ships and everything and 



           20    be able to get through this ice?  And they are always 



           21    saying, okay, we will come up and do an oil spill practice 



           22    or something.  You can't do it in the summertime or in 



           23    August.  You should come up here in the wintertime and see 



           24    what kind of progress the oil companies can make in 



           25    learning how to do the oil spill thing while it is 
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            1    blizzarding out there.  Let them find out that when there 



            2    is an oil spill.  



            3              And I also oppose oil spill -- oil drilling in 



            4    the ocean.  How are they going to able to see what they 



            5    can do in an oil spill practice out there in the icebergs 



            6    with the blizzards?  You can't see anything.  



            7              Thank you.  



            8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Who is -- Mr. Thompson.



            9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  Okay.  About 



           10    the drilling, if it ever goes to that point, I talked to 



           11    Shell about this about why couldn't they drill a relief 



           12    well at the same time as they drill an exploratory well or 



           13    any well so they have a means of shutting it off.  We know 



           14    from a spill off of Australia and the Deepwater Horizon 



           15    that it takes about three months to get that relief well 



           16    in place, if they could get it to the site, which you may 



           17    not because, you know, if the spill were to happen first 



           18    of October and the relief ship is somewhere else and they 



           19    don't have icebreakers to move around and, according to 



           20    BOEMRE, you just have to let it go till next year.  



           21              Well, possibly it should be required that the 



           22    relief well be done at the same time as the well so there 



           23    is at least some chance of stopping it.  I know it would 



           24    be an extra expense, but it's very important to us.  And 



           25    that should be a requirement.  If they can't do it, if 
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            1    they get that far along, then they shouldn't be drilling.  



            2              I've always asked the question.  I've asked this 



            3    to the CEO of Shell and I've asked it to the 



            4    [indiscernible] Delegation, can oil be cleaned up in the 



            5    Arctic Ocean, and nobody will answer that question.  And 



            6    I'm saying -- then they might say to me in broken ice we 



            7    can have some capacity.  I'm saying underneath the ice, 



            8    when it's flowing out underneath the ice can it be cleaned 



            9    up.  Until somebody answers that question -- if nobody can 



           10    answer it, then just say, hey, you are not going to do it.  



           11              They say, well, there is risks.  Well, it's not 



           12    a risk to the guys down in Anchorage or in D.C. or 



           13    anything.  It's a risk to us, us the people here.  And 



           14    they are not going to be concerned.  All of you people, if 



           15    we have a spill, you won't be up here.  You won't see it.  



           16    You're not going to be affected in D.C. or wherever you 



           17    are from, but we are here and affected.  



           18              The risks to the oil industry -- this is 



           19    probably really a great thing for them because they are 



           20    not going to have to pay off -- the risk is not to the 



           21    industry because they have sustained two large spills.  



           22    All they have got to do is raise the price of gas, and 



           23    they are doing it as we speak.  The price is going up.  



           24    Any problems with income, we are going to pay for it when 



           25    we -- we consume the product.  
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            1              So we have got to get off of this product, this 



            2    oil.  And they will say, so they can get what they want, 



            3    now, we're running out.  We've got to do it.  We are not 



            4    running out.  In North America there is more than 2,400 



            5    years of oil that we know about.  The Alberta Tar Sands, 



            6    more than two trillion barrels of energy.  On the North 



            7    Slope of Alaska, the coal can keep the United States in 



            8    fossil fuel for over 500 years in addition to the oil.  



            9              So we're not running out, so we don't have to be 



           10    listening to that story as why we should continue and we 



           11    should be patriotic particular and endorse all of this.  



           12    We have got to change.  We have got to change.  This oil 



           13    is taking us down.  Our involvement in wars and activities 



           14    around the world, our economy is going down because of our 



           15    dependence on this oil.  We have got to change over to 



           16    alternative energy.  



           17              The money spent on the Gulf War could have 



           18    turned us over to alternative energy.  All the money we've 



           19    spent on that war for the last 20 years in that region and 



           20    ongoing expenses by this country to stabilize things, 



           21    that's directly related to oil, and it's taking our 



           22    country down.  We have got to change to something where we 



           23    don't spend all our resources on that.  



           24              That's my statement.  



           25                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Edward Rexford, 
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            1    Senior, for the record, Acting Vice President for our 



            2    tribal government here.  And all these years you probably 



            3    hear us telling the same stories of our opposition to 



            4    offshore oil and gas activities, even seismic work because 



            5    we know that causes a lot of damage.  And still no studies 



            6    have been done on what damage has been done under the 



            7    seismic activity, per se, after it happens.  Is there some 



            8    way scuba divers could be deployed to check what kind of 



            9    damage is happening under there, you know, the food chain 



           10    system, all the invertebrates, clams, starfish, all that?  



           11    Nobody has done that kind of studies.  



           12              And all these years industry been drilling in 



           13    the Beaufort here with our objections to the activities 



           14    and disposing of drilling muds and cuttings off on the ice 



           15    and the waters.  And you know, we know that stuff contains 



           16    toxic chemicals.  



           17              Now, I just recently learned last year, it's 



           18    also considered a radioactive waste, and that hasn't been 



           19    brought to our attention by the industry.  And that's been 



           20    dumped into our ocean for years.  And it's just causing 



           21    the epidemic of cancers in the Arctic.  You know, these 



           22    kind of studies needs to be done and, you know, this is 



           23    serious.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's good.  We heard 



           25    about the effects of seismic on all the animals, not just 
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            1    the whales.  We heard that in another meeting.  So thank 



            2    you.  Even though Shell is -- withdrew their plan to drill 



            3    this coming summer, they agree to take all the cuttings 



            4    and the muds south, not to dispose of them.  Although they 



            5    are not going to drill this coming year, the final plan 



            6    was that they would take all the drill muds and take them 



            7    south for disposal on land.  So --



            8                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  And I bet 



            9    pressure by the Whaling Commission brought that about 



           10    because the U.S. government was using a zero discharge 



           11    designation but, you know, it doesn't completely eliminate 



           12    the discharge of waste overboard, you know.  



           13              And I know there is two different distinctions, 



           14    one in Norway where it's a different system they have and, 



           15    you know, compared to the U.S.  And I think they have zero 



           16    harmful discharge which says they cannot discharge 



           17    anything overboard, but in the U.S. it's zero discharge, 



           18    but then you could discharge toxic waste overboard.  That 



           19    don't make sense.  So that's got to be rectified also if 



           20    offshore activity will happen here.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



           22                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  And if I think 



           23    of anything else, I'll add on a little later.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Please.  You are 



           25    welcome.  
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            1                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Thank you.  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.



            3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  With respect to your 



            4    point about the sound from seismic activities, about ten 



            5    years ago and before, there was several years where MMS 



            6    paid for studies related to seismic and effect on bowhead 



            7    whales and how it deflected the bowhead whales.  



            8    Dr. Richardson from LGL was the principal investigator on 



            9    that.  And in fact, one time I was here at Kaktovik 



           10    before, he happened to be here to present the findings of 



           11    his study.  



           12              But the issue that you bring up of the effect of 



           13    seismic on other marine mammals and other --



           14                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Not just 



           15    whales.  



           16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  -- down the food chain is 



           17    one that I've not heard before.  And I think we have our 



           18    studies program.  It's a national program, but we have our 



           19    Alaska part of it, and I think it's -- that's one thing 



           20    that we don't have to wait for anything to do with the 



           21    five-year program.  We can take -- that's a program that 



           22    gets funded annually and we can take those ideas back and 



           23    try to fit those into our program.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have heard that twice 



           25    now at two different meetings.  Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Nuiqsut.  And that's a 



            2    whole -- everybody was so focused, I think, on the bowhead 



            3    whale as the, you know, kind of the top of the food chain 



            4    out there is the most concern, but there is other things 



            5    going on. 



            6                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  The whole food 



            7    chain system that hasn't been looked at after seismic 



            8    activity passes through.  



            9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  People in Nuiqsut brought 



           10    up even the effect on krill, did the krill get deflected 



           11    from where the whales feed.  So that's a very interesting 



           12    question.  



           13                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  George Kaleak, 



           14    Senior, for the record.  I also am opposed and always will 



           15    be opposed to offshore oil development.  Also a whaling 



           16    captain, hunter.  I live -- I love to eat the sea mammal, 



           17    all the animals that we subsist on.  And going back to the 



           18    seismic activity, I also stated that I wanted not just in 



           19    a one mile or -- I wanted it broadened to -- you know, 



           20    it -- the sound can go over 50 miles, and whales can hear 



           21    it.  I wanted it broadened further to actually have people 



           22    on site seeing the effects that seismic activity does to 



           23    all the sea mammals.  



           24              And they couldn't give me an answer or they 



           25    couldn't -- they didn't even study that or nothing.  And 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        44







            1    that's what I've always wanted to see, the effects that 



            2    involves, I mean, because they don't know what -- what 



            3    seismic activity does to all the -- all the sea mammal.  



            4    They don't.  



            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard a similar 



            6    comment like that, so that's the second time we have heard 



            7    to look at the bigger picture.  



            8                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  With people on site 



            9    seeing the effects of what seismic activity does, not -- 



           10    not the people that work for -- work for the seismic 



           11    activity that do the blasting, but maybe other entities 



           12    that study it and get the studies.  



           13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We have some ongoing 



           14    studies with respect to the seismic and we have what's 



           15    called passive acoustic monitors going on.  So that's kind 



           16    of an ongoing -- obviously a big and ongoing issue.  So 



           17    point well taken.  



           18                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Because I told them I'd 



           19    much rather have these thumpers that they do on the ground 



           20    and invent some kind of thumper that will go to the ground 



           21    and thump seismic activity rather than blasting because 



           22    that's far worse than the thumping that we have seen here 



           23    before.  



           24                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Different technologies 



           25    rather than straight up seismic.
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            1                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Can I add onto what he's 



            2    speaking on the seismic activity?  There is new improved 



            3    additional technology called Geomatic Promise.  And 



            4    Geomatic Promise is satellite surface earth penetrating 



            5    radar.  And they can assess from satellite, you know, all 



            6    our mineral assets, all our deposits, you know, with 



            7    precision and accuracy.  We don't have to go out and do no 



            8    seismic blasting to determine what's there.  There is 



            9    up-to-date technology that eliminates and makes seismic 



           10    tests obsolete.  



           11              So we need the -- to look at prying loose, you 



           12    know, this type of technology that's being hoarded once 



           13    again by the Central Intelligence Agency.  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.  



           15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me jump in here for 



           16    a moment.  I wanted to mention because it was -- were 



           17    there any of the whaling captains that went to Barrow this 



           18    week to the commission meeting?  It was interesting.  



           19    Director Bromwich asked Dr. Kendall to go and attend and 



           20    take some part in that and make a few comments, so I 



           21    thought it would probably be important for you to maybe 



           22    highlight that a little bit with them, if that would not 



           23    put you on the spot.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, sure.  Not a problem 



           25    whatsoever.  
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            1                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I was just thinking 



            2    about some of the things you've been talking about, and it 



            3    was very much --



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very similar to what we 



            5    heard with the whaling captains at their convention.  They 



            6    gave me 15 minutes to speak with them and to say that 



            7    Mr. Bromwich, our director, is committed to listening to 



            8    what the whaling captains had to say.  We had a special 



            9    meeting with them because while we were in Wainwright and 



           10    Kotzebue, some of the whaling captains were in Barrow at 



           11    the convention, so we had to have two meetings at the same 



           12    time.  So we thanked the whaling captains for allowing us 



           13    to speak to them.  



           14              We are committed to making decisions, the 



           15    Secretary and the Director, based on the best information 



           16    on the best technology and using traditional knowledge.  



           17    And one of the things that came up such as about the 



           18    seismic is that, okay, some people say there are studies 



           19    done, but where is it.  So when we went back to the office 



           20    we said, they are right, that there were some studies that 



           21    had been done, but it's not accessible to the people that 



           22    should have it.  So what we are trying to do, at least on 



           23    our website at first, to get that information and make it 



           24    more available.  



           25              Some of the new technology you are speaking 
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            1    about, you know, are probably out there but, again, the 



            2    companies and the government doesn't make a good job of 



            3    getting it to the people that need to know where it's at.



            4                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I think we need to get me 



            5    into Homeland Security to penetrate the veil because there 



            6    is technology available, you know, that can make 



            7    development infinitely safer, but it's not being 



            8    disclosed, you know.  It's -- a lot of it is classified 



            9    unnecessarily for national security.  



           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what I'm hearing you 



           11    say, interpreted my way, is that if there were to be 



           12    development, it would have to be responsible development 



           13    using the best technologies that are proven.  Is that what 



           14    I'm hearing?



           15                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Yes.  We need to look at, 



           16    you know, improving our methods, you know.  There is 



           17    technological advancements in electronics.  The Promise 



           18    software and the Geomatics; mating the Promise software 



           19    with Geomatics.  The powers that be have a clear vision, 



           20    you know, of what's exploitable in strategic minerals the 



           21    world over, you know, but none of that data is available 



           22    to the general public because it's a national security 



           23    secret.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Also it was pointed out 



           25    in Barrow by one of the scientists there; Dr. Robert 
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            1    Suydam mentioned that there may be environmental 



            2    information that the oil companies have that should be out 



            3    there.  And so we are going to go back and work with them 



            4    to make some of the information available if we can get 



            5    them to release it.  



            6              But along with the high technology, what we also 



            7    spoke with the whaling captains is the other side of 



            8    traditional knowledge, that sometimes you don't need the 



            9    fancy technology if you can talk to the Elders that have 



           10    passed down this information for decades, if not hundreds 



           11    of years.  



           12              Like we learned today, some areas you cannot 



           13    take your snowmachine out there because there is currents 



           14    going around and the ice is very thin.  Those are the 



           15    things we need to capture.  That information needs to be 



           16    integrated with the high tech science.  At least that's my 



           17    interpretation.



           18                    MR. HARRY LORD:  In addition, you know, I 



           19    was very impressed with Dr. James Hanson, you know, when 



           20    he called out for prosecuting the executives of the 



           21    industry for crimes against humanity for the corruption of 



           22    data on climate change.  And that's not the only data they 



           23    are corrupting.  I have the GAO at-risk report, and your 



           24    agency is high on the list.  



           25              And the corruption of data by the industry in 
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            1    terms of the rate of production, you know, for assessing 



            2    royalties and taxation -- I mean, you people don't even 



            3    have a clue what it is that they are even producing even 



            4    in Prudhoe Bay.  There is no means of verification for 



            5    accuracy on what it is that they report.  



            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you brought 



            7    that up because you know we are going -- you don't know 



            8    this, but we are going through a reorganization, and the 



            9    first thing they did October 1st was the part of the 



           10    agency that collected the money has been taken out and is 



           11    put under a new Assistant Secretary so they now just focus 



           12    on collecting the revenue and making sure it goes to the 



           13    right place.  The agency I'm with is only responsible for 



           14    management and safety.  



           15              Come this coming October 1st, we are going to be 



           16    broken up again -- and this is what they liked in Nuiqsut 



           17    and, I believe, Barrow is that people like us will only be 



           18    responsible for the science and the management, but the 



           19    inspections, getting back to having people on the 



           20    platform, will be under a new bureau, the Bureau of Safety 



           21    and Environmental Enforcement where they don't worry about 



           22    managing the resources or the oil companies collecting the 



           23    money.  Their only job is to enforce the laws.  And that 



           24    will be broken up so that they don't have to worry about 



           25    what we do.  
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            1              They worry about, okay, there are the laws, this 



            2    is what industry has to do, we are going to live on the 



            3    platform and make sure it happens.  So that will be a 



            4    nice, clean -- that's focused on what they have to do.  



            5              Ma'am.  I'm sorry.  



            6                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims 



            7    Kayotuk, for the record.  I think that's all great that 



            8    you are doing that, but I think -- and what I hope is that 



            9    you still keep the open communication's to where stuff -- 



           10    you just don't just stay focused in your one area and not 



           11    have the communication that needs to happen for your thing 



           12    to work.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are extremely 



           14    perceptive because you -- from what I just said, you 



           15    picked up on it.  And we have been working on this for a 



           16    few months.  And that's one thing we just figured out, 



           17    that you have an agency that deals with the management and 



           18    the science, and then you have the engineers and the 



           19    inspectors.  



           20              We probably have to use a lot of the same 



           21    information and data, so we have to have that active 



           22    communication.  And that's where the good management has 



           23    to come in so that we don't have problems where data gets 



           24    stored or corrupted, that it's a free flow of information, 



           25    it's all aboveboard, and it's transparent.  So you are 
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            1    very perceptive.  That's what we're dealing with now, how 



            2    do you make this work so it's aboveboard, it's 



            3    transparent, and there is no corruption in the data.



            4                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I think the 911 



            5    Commission was on a good crack on the interoperability in 



            6    communications technology.  And so that will keep the 



            7    information flow, you know, like the cross flow flowing.  



            8    Okay.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Ma'am.   



           10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Nora Jane Burns.  



           11    For your -- each time you break up into new groups, will 



           12    you be seeing the mission statement of the new MMS?  What 



           13    is your mission statement to serving the whole state of 



           14    Alaska or -- 



           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that.  



           16    I wish I would have brought it with us.  My agency, the 



           17    Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, which is what we will 



           18    be, will be to manage the resource in an environmentally 



           19    safe manner.  Okay.  The Bureau of Safety and 



           20    Environmental Enforcement -- and I don't remember the 



           21    exact words -- are to enforce the rules and regulations so 



           22    that it is safe for the people that work there, the 



           23    communities, and the environment.  



           24              We are just forming these now.  And there is -- 



           25    a lot of the higher managers way above us are working this 
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            1    out, but it's going to be two separate missions.



            2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So will the 



            3    communities in each area get a mission statement of what 



            4    they come up with each time they get a new department so 



            5    at least we know what they have to enforce and we keep 



            6    them straight in line?  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If we don't do it, shame 



            8    on us.  



            9                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  And I want to say one of 



           10    my responsibilities is to make sure that we communicate 



           11    that very clearly with you so it becomes routine 



           12    understanding among all of us.  And with three agencies, 



           13    it will take all of us a little bit of time to get that 



           14    into our mindset because it's a significant change for the 



           15    government and how we interact.  But our job is to 



           16    simplify it and make it plain and easy for you to 



           17    understand.



           18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Because a liaison in 



           19    each community to -- 



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have heard that 



           21    before, that we should have a liaison and more of a 



           22    presence.  So thank you for mentioning that again.  



           23                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ida Angasan, for the 



           24    record.  Speaking of communications, this -- they called 



           25    the school on this Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.  
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            1    They should call the City, the City of Kaktovik at 



            2    640-6313.  They should call NVK, 640-2042, and they should 



            3    also call the North Slope Borough liaison's office, Nora 



            4    Jane Burns, 640-6128.  And it didn't get very far from the 



            5    school because I work in the school, and someone told me I 



            6    should give this piece of paper to each student and so 



            7    they could give it to their parents.  I don't think that's 



            8    right.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.  



           10                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  We did 



           11    actually make those other contacts you are talking about.  



           12    The idea was to, like you do with a safety message or 



           13    anything else, if you can give it to the kids to take home 



           14    as a gentle reminder, it was nothing more than that at 



           15    all.  And as far as trying to get the word out, we are 



           16    just looking for ways to make sure everybody is aware that 



           17    we are going to come and have a meeting.  So thank you for 



           18    your reference.



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we met the science 



           20    teacher today, and she said her husband runs the radio 



           21    station.



           22                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  We have a radio station, 



           23    99.8?  99.1 or -- 



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are going to become 



           25    our friends.  They'll become one of our new friends so we 
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            1    can get -- if people don't know about meetings in advance 



            2    early enough, how can they participate?  So thank you.  



            3                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims 



            4    Kayotuk.  Couple things here.  I'm glad that Nora Jane 



            5    asked what your mission statement was, and I'm glad that 



            6    you said something about safety of the communities.  



            7    Several years ago, probably more than five years ago MMS 



            8    sat in here, and there were just a few of us here at that 



            9    meeting.  And I asked them how could you guys continue to 



           10    do these lease sales when 100 percent of everybody in each 



           11    community along the coast of Alaska oppose these offshore 



           12    lease sales.  And he sat there and looked me straight in 



           13    the face and said, because it's for the betterment of the 



           14    country.  Never mind that we are part of the country.  And 



           15    I took very great offense to that.  



           16              And so I'm hoping you guys will follow by what 



           17    your mission statement is that it's for the safety, try to 



           18    do what's best for the communities.  And keep in mind that 



           19    we are the communities.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we will take that 



           21    message back.  We are not the decisionmakers, but we will 



           22    take the message back.  



           23                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  And you had 



           24    mentioned that somebody said something in another 



           25    community wanting a seat at the table.  Even though we 
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            1    oppose, oppose offshore development and exploratory stuff, 



            2    the City of Kaktovik has always fought for a seat at the 



            3    table for onshore development for ANWR, even though they 



            4    haven't really taken a stand for or against it.  But we 



            5    feel that it's important to have a seat at the table 



            6    because it's going to affect us.  



            7              I think that's very important for each community 



            8    is that when you are getting ready to do these lease sales 



            9    or having your public hearings or whatever, that each 



           10    community that is going to be impacted by this have 



           11    someone at the seat of the table in these dealings.



           12                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  For informational 



           13    purposes, very good, Carla.  



           14                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford, for 



           15    the record, vice acting mayor.  I'm opposed to any 



           16    invasive activity in any environment.  Regarding 



           17    scientific studies, you must ensure these studies 



           18    conducted are noninvasive to the wildlife, environment, 



           19    and also with development, if at all possible.  The noise 



           20    pollution which occurs during the seismic exploration, the 



           21    exploratory drilling, the drilling itself, up until the 



           22    well is dry, the numbers of vessel on hands during the 



           23    drilling would be too numerous, I believe.  



           24              At the moment everything about the oil 



           25    development process is destructive and should not be 
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            1    allowed in any environment.  Thank you.  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



            3                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Matthew, is that 



            4    something that we could have a printed copy for the 



            5    record?        



            6                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Yes.  



            7                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  



            8                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  Going back to 



            9    that -- your mission statement and your guys' job to, I 



           10    guess, manage the minerals in an environmentally safe way, 



           11    you know, and the real truth is it's not being done that 



           12    way.  It's not.  Everybody knows that's the truth.  Deep 



           13    down you know it's the truth.  We all know it's the truth.  



           14    And can it even be done environmentally safe?  It should 



           15    be able to be, but as it stands now, it's not being done, 



           16    and the cost and the -- you know, the intentional held 



           17    back of the technology that it would take to make them 



           18    make -- them do this in a responsible environmentally safe 



           19    way for the animals, for the people, for the planet, for 



           20    the air we breathe, you know, they are killing us.  



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you are next.  



           22                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon, for the 



           23    record.  I have a question:  The principals, the chain of 



           24    command, you guys are what?  What do you do?  Who do you 



           25    report to?  Who says what?  Who has authority to do what?  
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            1    You have a website as to where I can look at it and say I 



            2    shouldn't be talking to these guys because this is a 



            3    different matter I should be talking about.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  It would be 



            5    boemre.gov.



            6                    MR. SAM GORDON:  If you could write that 



            7    down, I'd appreciate it.  



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Could someone 



            9    write that down for him?



           10                    MR. SAM GORDON:  It doesn't make sense to 



           11    be talking to you guys if I need to direct it to someone 



           12    else, some sort of chain of command that works.  



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can tell you right 



           14    now -- I'll give it to you in a nutshell, but check the 



           15    website.  We are all career.  We are not political.  I'm 



           16    the Acting Regional Director for Alaska.  I report to the 



           17    Director of BOEMRE, Mr. Bromwich, which is a political 



           18    appointee who was appointed by Ken Salazar, who was 



           19    appointed by the President.  So we are his staff.  I 



           20    report to the Director.  The Director reports to the 



           21    Secretary of the Interior who reports to the President.  



           22              And like, for example, Steve Textoris right 



           23    there, he is the division chief for the entire leasing 



           24    program right now, so all the lease sales will be done by 



           25    Mr. Textoris and his team.  And he would report to the 
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            1    Associate Director up the chain of command to the Director 



            2    and the Secretary who reports to the President.  But you 



            3    can look at the website, and that should be pretty well 



            4    laid out.



            5              MR. SAM GORDON:  That's the one I want to see, 



            6    see how the system -- the system ain't working.  Like what 



            7    happened in Katrina or the Gulf of Mexico, something is 



            8    wrong with it.  There is no communication within the 



            9    system.  You spend a lot of money, millions and millions 



           10    and millions of dollars, to do this kind of research, and 



           11    then when something happens, nobody knows who to talk to.  



           12    That's the point I'm making.  There is no sense in having 



           13    to talk to someone if nothing is going to happen because 



           14    this has been going on for over 30 years.  Somebody goes, 



           15    well, I was appointed by the Chief of Administration and 



           16    just sort of -- the time expired, I'll just put this on 



           17    the shelf, it's their problem.  



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We understand your 



           19    frustration.  Just to point out that in the Beaufort there 



           20    hasn't been a well drilled in the OCS for now approaching 



           21    nine years.  The last four lease sales have been canceled 



           22    by the current Administration.  And for the next five-year 



           23    plan, they are starting so early right now that we don't 



           24    even have anything planned, so we are asking before they 



           25    even get that far.  So it's a long -- I understand it's a 
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            1    long drawn-out process.  We keep coming back, but people 



            2    are listening and the Secretary said we are going to take 



            3    a very cautious approach to the Arctic, canceled four 



            4    sales, and we are not going to decide for the next 



            5    five-year until we meet with the communities.  



            6                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I'd also like to point out 



            7    that a lot of us here believe, too, that the last 15, 20 



            8    years while the rest of the United States was booming 



            9    before you had the bubble burst, that we was intentionally 



           10    held back economically.  We had a wage freeze in the 



           11    borough for years.  



           12              A lot of people had been, you know, without jobs 



           13    in this community for a long time and a lot of it, we 



           14    believe, was intentional so we would be crying to open up 



           15    oil development.  And it pretty much happened to where 



           16    most of our -- most of our leaders had to because the 



           17    people were crying for work and for jobs because we need 



           18    to survive up here.  The cost of living is high, you know.  



           19              Polluted our lake here with the DEW line where 



           20    it has to be filtered through the system they say here 



           21    because it's, you know, unsafe to drink, things like that.  



           22    And water is expensive because the air -- you know -- 



           23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  From the Air Force site 



           24    over here?  



           25                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yes, from the Air Force 
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            1    site.  Several years ago when the caribou herd from 



            2    Teshekpuk Lake came over here because the rain in the fall 



            3    time, they all came over here, 20,000 of them.  18,000 of 



            4    them went up to the mountains.  They lived.  They 



            5    survived.  They were healthy.  We went up there and hunted 



            6    them.  We had 2,000 of them stay on this island, and every 



            7    last one of them died.  



            8              And they said they couldn't -- one of the things 



            9    that they said was there was something, an element missing 



           10    in their food chain on the island.  That just happens 



           11    quirky in nature, I guess.  But it's pretty suspicious 



           12    when a lot of already believe the DEW line is already 



           13    cancer causing this and that through our community that a 



           14    lot of the people believed over the years anyway, you 



           15    know.  And then to have this happen in the year's time -- 



           16              It was fun when they was here, everybody was 



           17    happy, caribou on the road, people go out and shoot them, 



           18    and then winter start coming along, they started dying.  



           19    They were, like, getting weak.  They were still eating.  



           20    They were -- this island had been unfit for caribou pretty 



           21    much.  They were in hog heaven just chowing down.  Because 



           22    of our community on this island, you know, we hunt the 



           23    animals, so if they come on the island they are clipped.  



           24    But this time there was just so many, everybody just let 



           25    them be and they all died, every last one of them.  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.  



            2                    MR. KENT SIMS:  But that main herd, the 



            3    18,000 remaining, they went back after they left the 



            4    mountains up there, but we went up there after these ones 



            5    down here were dying, drive through them, you know, and 



            6    get up there, they were running around, jumping, healthy, 



            7    you know.  



            8              There is more to this pollution than not just 



            9    the oil industry.  Also the Air Force government and the 



           10    government itself, like over in Point Hope where they -- 



           11    where they -- the radiation studies and things like that 



           12    on our people.  And a lot of these things -- you know, 



           13    they weren't burning books in the Pentagon not too long 



           14    ago for nothing, you know.  There is studies that they did 



           15    on the people that they don't want out.  



           16              Okay.  That's all I have to say.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.  



           18                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon.  I have a 



           19    question.  You have a -- do you have a -- what do you call 



           20    it -- I'm not very knowledgeable on this, but you got the 



           21    State and then you got the federal government.  



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  



           23                    MR. SAM GORDON:  You got the boundary line 



           24    here.  How far off or how -- who has the authority to 



           25    control whatever goes on in that -- within that zone?  How 
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            1    do they communicate with you guys as far as who has the 



            2    power of command to say this is what's going to happen?  



            3    In that case, if you don't -- is there any way we can have 



            4    at least about 15-, $20 billion contingency fund so we can 



            5    do our things locally and statewide while all you guys are 



            6    trying to put things together?  Because if that happened 



            7    before and it happened again, and it sure in the hell   



            8    will happen again.  Give a 10- or $15,000,000,000 



            9    contingency fund where we can be compensated for these 



           10    mistakes, because I know it's going to happen, and it will 



           11    happen.  



           12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  On your point about the 



           13    contingency fund, that's a point well taken.  That's the 



           14    first time we have heard that in the two weeks where we 



           15    have been going around.



           16                    MR. SAM GORDON:  It takes a hell of a lot 



           17    of time for the State and the federal government to get 



           18    together and try to figure things out.  By that time you 



           19    have already destroyed a whole culture, not only here, but 



           20    in Canada.  And I wonder how they work.  Do you guys work 



           21    with them?  



           22                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  With respect to the 



           23    continental shelf from the shore to three miles out it's 



           24    within the State jurisdiction, and from three miles 



           25    seaward out to the economic zone limit is the federal 
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            1    jurisdiction, which is called the Outer Continental Shelf.  



            2    And that's the federal jurisdiction.  



            3              In about the 30 plus years that I know about, I 



            4    think there has only been one or two cases where there has 



            5    been proposals for development in the -- in the State 



            6    waters.  And the only offshore development in all of 



            7    Alaska in Alaska waters is the Northstar development.  And 



            8    there is another one by Pioneer not too far from Nuiqsut 



            9    that's going on now.  And I think there was a couple 



           10    others in previous years.  



           11              We keep track of what they do and we do -- they 



           12    have -- in the case of the Northstar development, there is 



           13    extensive coordination because it ended up -- or the 



           14    proposal was to do directional drilling from the State 



           15    water development of Northstar into the Outer Continental 



           16    Shelf.  So we have extensive coordination on that.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  But also, Tim, what you 



           18    were talking about, the borders there, there are options.  



           19    Like, for example, it came up about a buffer zone.  In the 



           20    Chukchi, I believe, there is a 25-mile buffer zone that 



           21    came in through discussions like this that was up there.  



           22    And last night in Nuiqsut they were saying, look, why 



           23    don't you tell the big bosses above us that why is there 



           24    not a buffer zone in the Beaufort.  So we are taking that 



           25    message back.  And around Cross Island at one time there 
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            1    was a buffer zone, and they remembered that.  There was a 



            2    buffer zone and then it wasn't.  



            3              So that is some of the messages we have heard.  



            4    So for the federal government boundary and the State, 



            5    which is at three miles, there are ways where certain 



            6    areas are not to be developed or leased.  And that's why 



            7    we have meetings like this on areas that, okay, you could 



            8    lease here, but maybe not here, and you shouldn't here.  



            9    So that's why we have these comment periods, either 



           10    verbally or in writing, so if anything is offered for 



           11    lease, it's the areas where most people agree that it 



           12    might be the right place to do it.  So there is some 



           13    flexibility when people talk to us and give us ideas.  



           14                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I've got a question.  



           15    Have you -- just -- this is a general question, so please 



           16    jump in.  But for us to understand a little bit, there is 



           17    a lot of talk on the Chukchi side about the increase of 



           18    vessels passing back and forth close in and around the 



           19    coast there.  While we -- as Americans, while we focus on 



           20    American vessels, there is also Russian and Canadian 



           21    vessels, and whoever knows what else is visiting out 



           22    there.  



           23              Have you noticed any kind of an increase, 



           24    significant increase or -- and what kinds of ships are 



           25    you -- large?  Could you give us any flavoring so we 
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            1    understand some of that what you have seen?  Thank you.  



            2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims 



            3    Kayotuk, for the record.  I've seen big barges.  I've seen 



            4    tourist ships, cruise ships.  I've seen sailboats, lots 



            5    and lots of sailboats, different sizes of sailboats.  



            6                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  In this past year or 



            7    two?  



            8                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Few years.  More 



            9    and more sailboats increasing every year.  Canoers, 



           10    rafters or kayakers.



           11                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Lots of more extreme 



           12    tourists in the last year or two.  They are just walking 



           13    in out of nowhere, boom.  I walked here from Timbuktu.  



           14    Hello.  



           15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Who is letting 



           16    these nuclear subs cruise around in our ocean out here?  



           17    Man, we almost had a catastrophe out here a couple of 



           18    years ago, I heard.  Who is letting these guys come into 



           19    our waters?  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  For U.S. subs, that 



           21    would be the Navy.  We are not the Navy.  



           22                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Who is telling 



           23    them they can come here and do this crap around here?  If 



           24    they had an accident around here, we are toast.



           25                    MR. HARRY LORD:  It's worse.  The Navy has 
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            1    sunk three Russian subs in the Russian sector, nuclear 



            2    subs.  And they are still in the bottom of the ocean down 



            3    there.  



            4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Talk about cumulative 



            5    effects.



            6                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  This is Inupiat 



            7    land right here.  I don't know how the State managed to 



            8    own it or the federal government.  Who -- I don't 



            9    understand that.  



           10                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  What other kinds of 



           11    vessels have you noticed in traffic out there?  Anything 



           12    else that you wanted to add to that?  



           13                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Barges, some 



           14    barges.  



           15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  The Queen Mary hasn't 



           16    shown up, I trust. 



           17                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Never seen no Russian 



           18    flags or nothing going by.  



           19                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Surely you've seen 



           20    Canadian barges or vessels. 



           21                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  This is other 



           22    than what he had, so if you are still discussing that, I 



           23    can wait.  I wanted to go back.  Sam had mentioned 



           24    something about Canada with the border there and if you 



           25    guys communicate between them.  Our -- since we are so 
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            1    close to the Canadian border and our currents are very 



            2    strong from that way, if you come and go along our beach 



            3    coast and even up some of the rivers and creeks, there is 



            4    driftwood from trees and stuff, and we don't have that 



            5    here.  So that all comes from the MacKenzie Delta River.  



            6              So if there is ever a catastrophe either on the 



            7    Canadian side or our side as far as with oil and stuff 



            8    like that, is there some kind of agreement between the 



            9    U.S. and the Canadian government to protect the people on 



           10    both sides?  We have family that live over there on the 



           11    Canadian side.  Sometimes we hear about the seismic work 



           12    that's going on over there.  And last summer I think they 



           13    found whales that were beached up on their side and more 



           14    likely from seismic work that was being done over there.  



           15              There has to be some kind of agreement between, 



           16    I believe, between the U.S. Government and Canada to 



           17    protect the coastal people.  



           18                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  To answer that question, 



           19    one of my jobs back in Washington, D.C. is there is lots 



           20    of committees that deal with the Arctic, including 



           21    transportation; also represent BOEMRE at Arctic Council.  



           22    There is six working groups.  One has to do with emergency 



           23    preparation and emergency response to oil spills.  And the 



           24    Arctic Council is made up of eight Arctic nations, 



           25    obviously including Canada.  So there is work in general 
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            1    kind of in a broad policy level to coordinate on those 



            2    kinds of activities.    



            3              One of the most interesting things was after the 



            4    oil spill, a representative of the Coast Guard came and 



            5    spoke to a group called the Arctic Policy Group that meets 



            6    at the State Department that's representative from all the 



            7    20-plus federal agencies that have interest in the Arctic.  



            8    And he presented about a one-page description of -- it was 



            9    basically to have the U.S. advocate for more specific 



           10    coordination on emergency preparedness and response for 



           11    oil spills.  



           12              And basically it's a lesson learned from the 



           13    Gulf spill that we have got that issue, but we also have 



           14    to be concerned about the Arctic.  And so he was moving 



           15    that forward.  He brought that forward, I would say, in 



           16    August.  



           17              And it takes a while to work through the working 



           18    groups of the Arctic Council and get up -- the Arctic 



           19    Council, made up of foreign ministers and the Secretary of 



           20    State, only meet twice a year.  But at least there is 



           21    things being put in motion to try to do things on a very 



           22    practical level.  



           23              So the answer is there is some mechanisms in 



           24    place to -- and in motion to respond to that concern that 



           25    you bring up.  
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            1              And related to that a little more indirectly is 



            2    there is a conference that's been held.  I think this year 



            3    was the third year -- it was in -- excuse me.  It was in 



            4    December of 2010 with Alaska and Canada about Beaufort Sea 



            5    issues, joint issues, everything from leasing activities 



            6    to environmental issues and resource estimates and the 



            7    whole gamut.  And it's only an every other year basis, but 



            8    at least it's a forum where the interested parties try to 



            9    meet and discuss those issues, so --



           10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Is that like U.S. 



           11    government and Canadian government to -- more local -- 



           12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  The lead agencies were 



           13    the BOEMRE on our side and the counterpart agency on the 



           14    Canadian side, but there is many other agencies that have 



           15    kind of an interest in a piece of the pie.  I would say 



           16    there were probably 200 people attending that conference.



           17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Would there have 



           18    been someone local from our area?  



           19                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That was the biggest 



           20    thing that I noticed was I didn't notice -- I've got to 



           21    say I didn't notice any Natives at any of the sessions.  



           22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  That needs to 



           23    change.  



           24                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That was the biggest 



           25    thing I noticed that was sort of a glaring omission, you 
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            1    know.  It's like, where are the people representing 



            2    Tuktoyaktuk and Kaktovik.  And that's a point well taken.  



            3    I'll jot that one down so that in the planning for the 



            4    next meeting -- 



            5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  If you do come up 



            6    with -- this village will insist that they have a 



            7    representative that will represent Kaktovik because North 



            8    Slope Borough will try to be the main person, and they 



            9    always look out for their own area.  



           10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  You are on the borderline 



           11    here and have got the most serious impacts.  I'll make a 



           12    note of that and -- 



           13                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Make sure you 



           14    insist.  



           15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  It will be probably in 



           16    December of 2012 when that comes up.  The next meeting 



           17    will probably be in Anchorage and we will work -- there is 



           18    kind of big planning committees and all this kind of 



           19    thing, but we will try to definitely make sure you have at 



           20    least one, if not more.



           21                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  Make sure we 



           22    insist that happen, not just from you.



           23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Here, not in 



           24    Anchorage.  



           25                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  You want to have the 
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            1    meeting here?  Okay.  Well 200 people, I don't know.



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  We're turning 



            3    into a free-for-all, and Mary has to try to type.  But 



            4    before we move on to another question, Carla, you said 



            5    something I don't want to lose.  Then we will get to 



            6    everybody else.  The beached whales, was that in Canada?



            7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yes.  



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Did they call wildlife 



            9    and fisheries or anybody?  



           10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I don't remember.  



           11    I think it was via Facebook, someone said something about 



           12    they saw -- no.  People traveling back from Canada in the 



           13    summertime said they saw one beached there.  



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If you could find 



           15    anything on Facebook or the Internet, if you could send us 



           16    any of that information, that would be available valuable 



           17    to have.  Anything you can find, please it send to us.  



           18              Kent, you had your hand up first.  



           19                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I just wanted to say, they 



           20    were talking about pollution in the air quality earlier, 



           21    and it ain't bad up here.  We can see it and we notice it 



           22    but, boy, when I travel south to your country, holy 



           23    smokes, you are the ones living in really bad situations.  



           24    And you wonder why your health is as bad -- all of us are 



           25    having bad health, I think, all over the world, a lot of 







                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      



�



                                                                        72







            1    this stuff.  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So we can stay here 



            3    longer with you?  



            4                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yes.  It's worldwide.  



            5    It's not just here.  It's your air you are breathing, too, 



            6    in your country.  You know, the smog is notorious in some 



            7    of the other places.  I don't see how it's just -- you can 



            8    really notice it even going to Fairbanks.



            9                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  There was a 



           10    television series on the oil industry about 18, 20 years 



           11    ago.  And the last program I was watching, this professor 



           12    or Dr. Suzuki, he said in 50 years we were going to see 



           13    climate change.  That's about 20 -- less than 20 years 



           14    ago.  And this guy came here a couple of years ago.  He 



           15    was actually here, and I got to meet him.  And I asked him 



           16    if he would like to say something about this 50-year 



           17    prediction.  And he said we were going to see.  I told him 



           18    it's only been about 18 years and we already have -- we 



           19    already can see a climate change.  



           20              We have more people up here that's going to say 



           21    we have got another 25 years or ten years before this ice 



           22    is all gone.



           23                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  I wanted to point 



           24    out about the smog.  This is George Kaleak, for the 



           25    record.  We are, in a sense, less fortunate because down 
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            1    there where they live, the trees pick up all the 



            2    impurities and versus here, the cold climate, all the smog 



            3    and the impurities drop.  And I just want to point that 



            4    out.  That's why you see the yellow -- yellowness in the 



            5    snow, and that's from all the pollutants that come off the 



            6    vehicles, the turbines, the gases.  



            7              I mean, I notice that, too.  And you can see it 



            8    even go by.  And I just want to point that out and make it 



            9    clear that you have trees with leaves that pick up all the 



           10    impurities that stick onto the trees versus here it just 



           11    drops onto the snow and in our waters.



           12                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Harry Lord.  I'd request 



           13    you guys get on the Internet and look into Wikipedia and 



           14    the definition of agnotology, which is the scientific 



           15    study of culturally induced ignorance.  So the impacts of 



           16    Apartheid education has completely deluded the minds of 



           17    all humanity to the point where they don't even understand 



           18    what our basic natural human rights really are.  



           19              In the definition of agnotology, you will notice 



           20    that they cover undersea plate tectonics that got 



           21    completely blacked out for purely geostrategic 



           22    consideration and acts of security for undersea warfare.  



           23    So we are being maintained at a level of ignorance that is 



           24    truly a crime against humanity.  



           25              On your response to Mr. Gordon on boundaries and 
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            1    jurisdictions, the 1790 Nootka Accord was an international 



            2    agreement between the United States, Russia, England, and 



            3    Spain where you all surrendered and agreed never to assert 



            4    any colonial claims of sovereignty to the northwest of 



            5    North America.  And here you all are, all powerful and 



            6    almighty.  



            7              This is a legal brief that's going to represent 



            8    the legal destruction of the state of Alaska.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.  



           10    Carla.  



           11                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I just wanted to 



           12    say before I leave that I'm not only concerned about oil 



           13    spill, air pollution and noise pollution, but also -- I 



           14    don't know what word to use -- how it's going to look, 



           15    the -- the -- 



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The aesthetics?  



           17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah, the 



           18    aesthetics of offshore development.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The viewscape.  



           20                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah.  I know you 



           21    hear about that down states, they don't want it off of 



           22    their coast because they are concerned about how it's 



           23    going to look.  It's going to deter people from coming 



           24    into their area.  Well, the same thing is going to happen 



           25    to us, too.  
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            1              I go out camping along the coast.  We're already 



            2    impacted by Point Thompson, which is just a throw over.  



            3    We go out there to camp to get away.  I know to you this 



            4    might be away right here in the village, but it's not for 



            5    us.  It's noisy here, so we go out camping to get out in 



            6    the quiet.  



            7              And what do we have?  We have an oil field over 



            8    there, gas exploration, high power pressure gas oil field 



            9    that we have to listen to.  Every summer we have to listen 



           10    to the boats going by, the barges and the seismic work 



           11    that they are doing.  They say it doesn't make much noise, 



           12    but that's not true.  We can hear it.  



           13              And with stuff going out in the ocean, they are 



           14    going to have planes and choppers every day.  That's going 



           15    to impact not us camping, but I'm concerned about our 



           16    wildlife, the caribou that migrate along the coast.  All 



           17    their travel is going to be right along the coast, and 



           18    that's where the caribou migrate from.  And that's going 



           19    to impact us in a very negative way because that's where 



           20    we hunt.  We hunt along the coast.  



           21              And if the route changes for the caribou, you 



           22    know, we are not like how it used to be long ago where we 



           23    can -- we can travel with them, move up inland.  We are 



           24    blocked because of where ANWR is, because of the Alaska 



           25    Native Land Claims Settlement Act that had to happen 
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            1    because they wanted to drill in Prudhoe Bay.  So we are 



            2    locked.  We are landlocked.  



            3              So my mom grew up where she traveled and 



            4    followed the animals.  I mean, it's not that long ago.  I 



            5    mean, down states people think that's like years and years 



            6    and years ago that that happened, but my mom grew up doing 



            7    that.  She didn't learn how to cook because she was out 



            8    hunting until she was very old.  When she married my dad, 



            9    that's when she learned how to cook.  And she was 20-some 



           10    years old because she was always out on the land hunting 



           11    following her dad because she was one of the older 



           12    siblings.  



           13              And I do not want to see that change for our 



           14    community.  It has changed some, but I don't want to see 



           15    any more negative changes happen.  And I strongly believe 



           16    that if offshore oil development, even onshore 



           17    development, that's going to happen and our community will 



           18    never be the same again.  Our traditions and our culture 



           19    will change.  And I know change happens.  Culture changes, 



           20    traditions change, but I think it's going to be a very 



           21    negative impact on us.  



           22                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sir, you have been 



           23    raising your hand off and on.  You.  



           24                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  Me?  Lee Kayotuk, for 



           25    the record.  On your baseline studies, I think they should 
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            1    be more careful of what they do because all the -- the 



            2    polar bears and the seals that we have are affected now 



            3    because of all the collars and everything they do.  All 



            4    these studies on sea mammals, the people that studies are 



            5    killing them off because of the collars that they have on 



            6    the polar bears; they are too tight and they leave them on 



            7    for probably three months or less, but that's a long time.  



            8              Most of our polar bears here now are slowly 



            9    dying out because of starvation, and -- and everything 



           10    else that goes on like trapping and stuff like that.  We 



           11    are getting more and more trappers along the coast and 



           12    different vessels, barges, barges that are moving heavy 



           13    equipment and all that kind of things are happening more 



           14    and more in that ocean that we don't know about.  



           15              Even air traffic is pretty high, too, because we 



           16    are getting all kinds of planes that we don't even know 



           17    about, private planes and other aircrafts in the area that 



           18    we don't know.  Someone say, whose plane is that?  We 



           19    don't know whose plane it is.  Like the Twin Otters that 



           20    come over from Prudhoe Bay area and stuff like that.  



           21              And things are going to change more because 



           22    Prudhoe Bay is drying up.  They are going to move -- 



           23    everything is going to be moved around within the next 



           24    probably 20 years that something is going to happen, and 



           25    we are going to be all surrounded by oil if everything -- 
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            1    if ANWR opens up, we are going to be -- we will be 



            2    surrounded.  



            3              That's all I got to say.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Kent.  



            5                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  That brings up 



            6    an interesting point.  You know, we got a lot of 



            7    photographers coming over here watching polar bears and, 



            8    you know, that's their life, some of them.  And they watch 



            9    the polar bears pretty darn close.  And one of the things 



           10    they have been saying is we got entities coming in doing 



           11    polar bear studies saying their thesis for their study was 



           12    polar bears are dying on land, but they are over here 



           13    munching off our whale, you know, extra.  So what do they 



           14    do?  They move them somewhere else to show that their 



           15    studies, yeah, they do instead are starving on the land, 



           16    you know.  



           17              That was one of their concerns, you know, of 



           18    people that are out there just watching the polar bears 



           19    that come to Barter Island.  Besides Churchill in Canada, 



           20    this is like one of the biggest congregations of polar 



           21    bears; used to be, is Barter Island.  That was just -- I 



           22    just wanted to throw that in there.  You have got to have 



           23    responsible studying, too.  And sometimes some of that 



           24    studies that is going out there, their intent ain't always 



           25    that honorable on what they are trying to -- results they 
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            1    are trying to achieve.  



            2              I worked in a lab in Prudhoe Bay before, and 



            3    even your results are all suggestive, you know.  It's not 



            4    rocket science on a lot of that.  Maybe if you had 



            5    billion-dollar equipment, you might get the exact specific 



            6    gravity or content of water that's going down the pipeline 



            7    or something, but what it all goes down to procedure and 



            8    who is doing the -- are you doing the same exact sampling 



            9    each time?  Your result can always be changed compared to 



           10    what's behind you and what result you are trying to look 



           11    for, you know.  That's an example of what happened.  



           12              They were trying to get a result, and they 



           13    pretty much put it on the polar bears.  And right after 



           14    that, that was one of the things a lot of people around 



           15    here noticed was we have a lot less bears right after they 



           16    did that.  They probably died over where they brought them 



           17    to.  We don't know.  That's one of the things we believe 



           18    happened.  



           19                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  George Kaleak, 



           20    Sr.  On the same note, you know, the tranquilizing of them 



           21    in their attempts to put the collars is bad timing, also 



           22    is where they don't tell us -- and I've asked numerous 



           23    times how many polar bears have you killed during -- while 



           24    you tranquilize them because they are drowning.  And they 



           25    won't give that to you.  
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            1              And the second part of the ice and the climate 



            2    change, the ice has gone out for over ten years.  Over 200 



            3    miles every year there is not an iceberg out here.  And 



            4    that's where the polar bears mainly hunt for the seals 



            5    that live -- and they hunt off the ice.  They use that as 



            6    camouflage.  And recently there was polar bear sightings 



            7    in the Yukon River at Fort Yukon, and that's close to 



            8    Fairbanks.  And these polar bears are trying to find 



            9    other -- other means of food.  And I mean, it's getting -- 



           10    it's getting to be where -- I mean, they are dying.  



           11                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Not all of it is climate 



           12    change.  A lot of it is just overstudy and harassment 



           13    by -- I mean, there is a lot of interest and there is a 



           14    lot of funding for it because people want to know, but if 



           15    you don't go at it in a responsible way, you end up 



           16    killing them.  You know, you overdo it.



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So responsible science 



           18    is a good way to phrase it.  



           19                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yeah.  



           20                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford, for 



           21    the record.  Regarding emergency preparedness and, God 



           22    forbid, if an oil spill would occur, I find it a conflict 



           23    of interest for Shell to be having on-site vessels ready 



           24    for the cleanup, mainly because they can make more money 



           25    off the cleanup than the drilling itself.  It should be a 
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            1    totally different entity who will be out there.  This is 



            2    my concern.  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I think 



            4    people are getting tired.  But we are still here.



            5                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Are they still tagging 



            6    the sea animals?  



            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, they are tagging 



            8    the whales, right?  



            9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an ongoing study 



           10    that tags bowhead whales.  And in the last I think it's 



           11    four or five years, there has been 35 bowhead whales 



           12    tagged with radio tags where they keep track of them with 



           13    satellites.



           14                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  You are messing around 



           15    with our food chain when you do that.  The food don't 



           16    taste right when you have things that are implanted into 



           17    the animals.  They don't taste right.  I've tried the 



           18    fish.  It changed.  It's like rotten taste.  Why do they 



           19    tag them anyway?  Why do they have to do that?  It's, I 



           20    mean, all over the state, even in the lakes.  



           21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, the Beaufort, of 



           22    course, are only in the sea.  



           23                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Well, they tagged some 



           24    fish up in the Schrader Lake where we go camping, the fish 



           25    in the lake.  
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            1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic cisco 



            2    study I know about, and that was fish in the Colville 



            3    River and -- 



            4                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  This is lake trout.  



            5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That one I don't know 



            6    about.  I don't think BOEMRE would be involved with 



            7    that.  



            8                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  It's an ongoing thing.  



            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The reason why they're 



           10    tagging the whales is so we know where they migrate so if 



           11    decisions are made to lease, they would not put an area 



           12    for lease up where there would be migrations.  It's like 



           13    some of the whaling captains took GPS with them so we 



           14    could see where they all hunted.  In an area where there 



           15    is lots of hunting, there would be not a good place to 



           16    have a lease.  So working with the whaling captains we did 



           17    that.  But by tracking the whales and seeing where they 



           18    migrate, which matches a lot of the traditional knowledge, 



           19    we know, okay, there is an area where they swim that 



           20    wouldn't be a good place to have a lease, so that gets 



           21    factored into the discussions and the decisions.  



           22                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford.  



           23    Regarding the studies with the whale migration of whales, 



           24    you have to go back to all organisms, not just the whales.  



           25    I mean, there may be other things out there that who knows 
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            1    are out there at different times of the year.  You have to 



            2    go back to studying every organism.  And there are many 



            3    undiscovered organisms out there that you may be killing 



            4    off.  You don't know that.  What are these baseline 



            5    studies going to do?  It's just going to cause more 



            6    invasiveness to the environment and the wildlife.  



            7              Thank you.  



            8                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I'm out of here.  I want 



            9    to thank you guys into talking me into coming over.  I 



           10    appreciate it.



           11                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Can they stop the 



           12    tagging of any animals, any -- our food?  I mean -- 



           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can take that message 



           14    forward.  I mean, I don't know what decision would be 



           15    made, but -- 



           16                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Well, if they don't do 



           17    it, tell them to put it on what you are eating in the 



           18    stores and have you try the food with what they are 



           19    putting on our food.  Let them put those collars on the 



           20    animals that you eat and you see how they taste.  



           21    Tranquilize them and put them on and see how they are.  



           22    That's just a waste of food.  Dog food for us if they have 



           23    tags on them.  



           24                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon, for the 



           25    record.  I have been working on the pipeline and wherever 
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            1    the oil field goes all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico.  



            2    And it's where the people like us that need the job 



            3    development on and offshore, if there were to become a -- 



            4    what am I trying to say -- a national emergency, you know, 



            5    we have to develop -- we have to find more -- what's 



            6    happening now in Libya, because like what happened in 



            7    Libya, that caused a chain reaction, right?  



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.  



            9                    MR. SAM GORDON:  And then these guys over 



           10    there, they are kind of scare feelings even to think about 



           11    it.  But it is shutting the oil off to some places.  



           12    Right?  What if that caused a chain reaction?  I mean, I'm 



           13    thinking about our future generation.  The generation now 



           14    we are going to have to start getting oil.  Is there a 



           15    point where we all have to work together to get the oil 



           16    out?  And I'm trying to think of the positive side of it 



           17    wherever can work together to make this thing happen.  



           18              But then on the other side I'm thinking, geez, 



           19    there is 35 billion cubic feet of oil and 79 trillion 



           20    cubic feet of gas and 99,000 acres in the coastal plain.  



           21    It says exactly what land is private property.  I looked 



           22    it up in the dictionary, private property.  



           23              I mean, I'm scratching my head.  And it says the 



           24    federal -- well, the development will happen only if 



           25    Congress approves it.  That's the way I look at it.  
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            1    That's the wording.  But it didn't say, well, the 



            2    President can veto it.  There is nothing in that phrase 



            3    that says whether or not the President can veto it.  Who 



            4    do we look for?  Do we go to the world council to set the 



            5    record straight?  



            6              If you guys can't figure it out, the violation 



            7    of human rights, of our rights, and you got the Alaska 



            8    Native Lands Claims Settlement Act and the 



            9    Self-Determination Act.  You've got all these Acts.  I 



           10    would have thought that the Alaska Native Land Claims 



           11    Settlement Act -- 



           12              You know, we got kids around here that, you 



           13    know, you say go out and get an education, but there is a 



           14    whole -- many how many million kids down there that's got 



           15    this education and has about 20-, 30-, 40-, 50-, $60,000 



           16    bills and there is no jobs for them?  And at the same time 



           17    the federal government is saying, hey, there is an owl 



           18    over here at this two-and-a-half million acres of the 



           19    timber they could cut; but that's like saying you can get 



           20    an education, but you won't have a -- you don't have a 



           21    future in it because the federal government won't let you 



           22    work; because why?  The land is locked up.  



           23              Isn't there a way that the oil -- if you can't 



           24    drill and develop ANWR land, like I want you to, at least 



           25    compensate me.  Ten- 15-, 20-, $30,000,000,000.  Well, 
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            1    those guys over there on the other side of the hemisphere 



            2    are going to make you think real fast.  And these people 



            3    down in the states, some of those poor people, I just feel 



            4    sorry for them sometimes.  What in the hell are we going 



            5    to do if a storm comes out and the oil quits flowing 



            6    around here -- I mean, on the other side.  



            7              What's that, 25 percent of the domestic oil 



            8    comes from the Mideast.  Like what if -- we got a lot of 



            9    kids that has the expertise.  The environmentalists and 



           10    the conservationists and the federal government and the 



           11    State government and the local government, we all can work 



           12    together to make this thing happen rather than going blah, 



           13    blah, blah and shooting each other, we can work sitting 



           14    around the table and plan something out for our children.  



           15    Otherwise it will cost, you know, a chain reaction where 



           16    you get how many trillion dollars of education is going 



           17    out to the kids and they have no place to go to work.  



           18    That's the other side of it, you know.  



           19              We can develop offshore, we can develop onshore, 



           20    we can develop anywhere, as long as we all get to the 



           21    table together and plan things out in a very good way that 



           22    make our kids, our future generation, happy.  At least 



           23    they got a cause to go out and -- a very good cause to go 



           24    out -- and educate themselves.  



           25                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  
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            1                    MR. SAM GORDON:  We all have to learn to 



            2    sit down and communicate, to work, and then make the other 



            3    hemisphere proud of us or jealous of us.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you, Sam.  



            5                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford.  I 



            6    believe that, like I said, everything about oil 



            7    development processes is destructive.  I start to wonder 



            8    what is nondestructive, and that is water.  We should get 



            9    out of this oil economy and go into a humus economy.  I 



           10    mean, they are calling it blue gold.  It's more expensive 



           11    than oil nowadays because you can't find any good resource 



           12    of water.



           13                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Going back to 



           14    permitting or selling your leases, I think that -- that if 



           15    it's going to happen, that it should be only sold to the 



           16    industries that can afford the best of the best, not to 



           17    any things that are just out there just to be out there.  



           18    We had one company that came through that just doesn't 



           19    seem like they really have their act together.  They don't 



           20    come with a lot of people.  



           21              And even the ones that seem like they can afford 



           22    it, they come to the scoping meetings just to get it off 



           23    their checklist.  They don't come prepared with the people 



           24    that can answer our questions.  That's very frustrating.  



           25    We have a lot of people that come through here and we have 
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            1    to give up our time, come say the exact same stuff over 



            2    and over, listen to the same stuff because it's their time 



            3    to come around.  Six months we have got to go to another 



            4    scoping meeting or whatever.  



            5              And we have different oil companies and industry 



            6    that come through, so we have to -- if we want to make 



            7    sure we are in the record and be heard opposing this, we 



            8    have to show up to every meeting.  Yet we take the time to 



            9    go and we ask these questions, and they don't have the 



           10    people there that can answer them.  They say oh, we will 



           11    get back to you.  Sometimes they do, oftentimes they 



           12    don't.  And they are unable to answer questions.  



           13              We are not just concerned with the now of their 



           14    now project.  We are concerned about how is this going to 



           15    affect us when you are actually doing the drilling.  And 



           16    they refuse to answer questions like that saying we are 



           17    not that far along in our scope of planning yet.  Baloney 



           18    sauce.  We know we have their plan of scope done already, 



           19    but they won't answer those questions for us.  And I think 



           20    that if they are going to come here, that it's being 



           21    required in their permitting that they come with everybody 



           22    that can answer every question that we have.  



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.  



           24                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  The organization 



           25    here is to try and accommodate the oil industry to get 
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            1    their permits and so on.  But is there any -- are they 



            2    going to generate any figures on the amount of pollution 



            3    that this will create?  If you are talking 25- to 



            4    27,000,000,000 barrels of offshore oil, somehow the 



            5    American public should be aware if we burn that much oil, 



            6    what it's going to do to our climate or atmosphere.  I'd 



            7    like to see that entered into the equation, not just 



            8    drill, baby, drill and the oil companies make more money 



            9    and we have to suffer the effects.  



           10              That is going to affect the air quality, the 



           11    climate and so on.  Nobody is taking that into 



           12    consideration.  



           13              Another thing I'd like to see some penalties for 



           14    violations that will have some effect on the industry that 



           15    hasn't happened.  Say if they violate the environmental 



           16    rules, they don't do business here.  And that could 



           17    happen.  Maybe they will be a little more concerned, but 



           18    they just pay the penalties and carry on.  So it hasn't 



           19    happened yet to where any of the industry has paid a 



           20    penalty that has an effect on their -- 



           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's being discussed 



           22    right now, and very, very perceptive.  It's got to hurt.



           23                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Yeah.  Like say if 



           24    all you people -- you lost your retirement because you are 



           25    involved in this activity that was adverse.  You would 
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            1    probably be a little more concerned and it would affect 



            2    you.  What you are doing is something that affects us.  



            3    You guys can go on home and go back to D.C. or wherever 



            4    you are from if there is a spill, but we are here.  And I 



            5    just say it's got to be something that they will be very 



            6    careful.  They will never do business in the United States 



            7    again.  Some of these are foreign corporations.  



            8              So I just wondered how does that benefit even 



            9    the United States when they make a profit.  I don't see it 



           10    coming to the United States.  The State of Alaska is not 



           11    getting anything from this.  Shell Oil is a foreign 



           12    corporation, so they say we need it for the oil for the 



           13    country to run.  But it just goes into an international 



           14    market and we are going to pay the same prices anyways.  



           15              So it doesn't really affect or benefit us or 



           16    maybe not even the American public.  We are just getting 



           17    the bad effects of it, the potential for catastrophe, an 



           18    oil spill that completely stopped what we are doing or our 



           19    cultural activities, our animals, our marine life.  That's 



           20    what we will have the effect of.  The oil industry will 



           21    just write it off on their taxes if we have a spill and go 



           22    on to somewhere else.  We need to change.  We better get 



           23    to something else.



           24                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  When they are 



           25    also -- when they have to come out and do -- industry has 
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            1    to come out and do their scoping, it would be nice if they 



            2    could do their reports or their -- their stuff in everyday 



            3    language that we can understand.  We don't have a lot of 



            4    professional people here that can help us.  We are not 



            5    like Barrow where they have their scientists and all of 



            6    the other people that they have on hand, lawyers and 



            7    stuff.  



            8              We often come by ourselves just trying to -- 



            9    very often we get the material maybe the same day as the 



           10    meeting and stuff that's this thick that we have to read 



           11    through or show up, you know.  We show up to the meetings 



           12    and try to ask our questions, try to -- try to sound like 



           13    we know what we are talking about and everything.  And it 



           14    would be nice if the stuff came out sooner to the -- to 



           15    the people so we can read it and be prepared for the 



           16    meetings.  I don't know if that's stuff that you guys can 



           17    maybe be required in their permitting or when you do the 



           18    lease sales.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can carry the 



           20    recommendation forward.  I don't know what authority we 



           21    would have to make them do it, but we speak with them and 



           22    we can pass that on.  We can pass that on because that's 



           23    in their best interest to talk to folks.  I mean, 



           24    that's what they should do in notice. 



           25                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Require a certain amount 
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            1    of advance notice.  



            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



            3                    MR. SAM GORDON:  My alarm clock just went 



            4    off.  Hang on.  You guys look like you are bloodshot.  You 



            5    look like you just came out of the bar.  Better go home 



            6    and get some rest.  See you guys.  Welcome to Barter 



            7    Island.  Take care.  Make sure you know which way to go 



            8    home.  



            9                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I just wanted -- a 



           10    question here because this is kind of neat.  We have got a 



           11    father and a daughter back here.  It's pretty important 



           12    for a daughter to -- what do you think about this meeting 



           13    tonight?  



           14                    MS. ABI FRY:  Abi Fry, F-R-Y.  Well, one 



           15    thing, I think it would help the community and in another 



           16    way it would kind of affect the community in other ways, 



           17    because oil can help us and get us gas so we can use our 



           18    cars, but then it also can affect our whaling and culture.  



           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's really good at 



           20    her age.  She picked it right up.  Sometimes the simplest 



           21    truth is the simplest truth.



           22                    MR. HARRY LORD:  You replied to Robert, 



           23    you know, that if they are noncompliant they must feel 



           24    some kind of pain.  Now, if I was responsible for the 



           25    crimes of Prudhoe Bay, I would be guaranteed at least 50 
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            1    years in the electric chair at a minimum.  And I guess 



            2    that's good humorous note for me to depart on.  Thank you 



            3    all for coming.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Nice meeting you, Harry.  



            5    Thank you.  



            6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Is that still with the 



            7    electricity on?  



            8                    MR. HARRY LORD:  They would probably tune 



            9    it down and revive it back and then resentence me.  



           10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I just want to be clear 



           11    whether it's sitting in the chair or -- 



           12                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I'd like to advise Mary 



           13    that legal brief was prepared by me who was Alaska's 



           14    statehood child.  The State of Alaska and I turned 52 on 



           15    the 3rd of January, and I can honestly claim I was born 



           16    with the blues because statehood was a fascist criminal 



           17    contrivement straight out of [indiscernible].  One love.



           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All of our meetings have 



           19    been very interesting.  Everybody has been very candid.  



           20    We have learned a lot.  And one thing I've noticed, people 



           21    can differ, but they are still good people.  It's a very 



           22    good discussion.  So -- anything else you want to say?  



           23                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Yes.  I would like 



           24    to thank you all for coming here and holding this hearing.  



           25    It's very beneficial to our community in that our voices 
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            1    are heard, even though we have said many of this 



            2    repeatedly.  So I'd just like to thank you all for coming 



            3    and holding this.  



            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are very welcome.  



            5                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  Will you guys be coming 



            6    back with some kind of info or -- 



            7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yes.  To explain our 



            8    processes, we are at the very front end of this process 



            9    related to the five-year plan and the draft environmental 



           10    impact statement.  You know what happened tonight.  We got 



           11    your comments.  We will fold this in and that information 



           12    from all your comments, all the comments we have collected 



           13    on the coastal communities.  And we will have a meeting in 



           14    Anchorage on Friday night.  And then with that 



           15    information, we will draft -- or prepare a draft 



           16    environmental impact statement.  



           17              At that time we will have to figure out what the 



           18    alternatives are, if there is lease sales.  As Jim pointed 



           19    out at the beginning of the meeting, there might be no 



           20    lease sales proposed in the Chukchi and the Beaufort or 



           21    there might be one or two, you know, some kind of 



           22    combination.  And then the draft environmental impact 



           23    statement would analyze the alternatives.  And then we 



           24    would come back probably in the fall after whaling season 



           25    to have another round of public meetings.  So that would 
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            1    be the next time we come back as part of this process.  



            2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Carla, for your benefit, 



            3    we will do our best to give you as much advance notice as 



            4    we can.  



            5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But then after that, 



            6    then -- in fact, Argonne, who is represented here by Rob 



            7    McWhorter, is -- well, they will be preparing the draft 



            8    environmental impact statement.  We take all the comments 



            9    off of that to go to a final environmental impact 



           10    statement.  And then the information from that ultimately 



           11    gets to the Secretary of the Interior, who is the 



           12    decisionmaker.  



           13              So that's -- we are at the very front end of 



           14    this kind of big, long drawn out process.  But the 



           15    schedule is to have a decision made by July 1st of 2012.  



           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anyone else?  We are not 



           17    going to leave until you do.  



           18                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  I know the oil industry 



           19    is pretty tough on us now because we are on an island and 



           20    we are surrounded by water.  There is no roads out of 



           21    here.  And our high cost of living up here is really high.  



           22    And our airfare is like 8-, $900 just for a ticket to 



           23    Fairbanks and back.  That's with no hotel, no food or 



           24    nothing.  That's just your ticket alone.  



           25              And we can't get no -- anything shipped up here 
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            1    unless there is a road.  Like refrigerators, trucks, 



            2    something that's -- that is bulky we can't get like 



            3    Prudhoe Bay does or Barrow or Nuiqsut.  We don't have that 



            4    kind of access to any kind of a cheaper way of getting our 



            5    supplies into Kaktovik other than barge, which only comes 



            6    once a year.  But the airlines would come maybe -- if they 



            7    have a load, if Everett would come here, we have a load, 



            8    it may be six months to a year before they even come to 



            9    our village.  



           10              But the hardest part is for living up in our 



           11    village, the cost of living.  And we just can't get any -- 



           12    like if we get a truck motor or something, we have to wait 



           13    for a barge or -- like all our appliances and stuff like 



           14    that is really bad up here for us because it's too high 



           15    for freight.  Our cost is just too high.  And like other 



           16    villages, they got it easy; they can get it every other 



           17    day.  But that's how we live.  We have to survive off our 



           18    land in order to get our food supply in order to -- we 



           19    can't just -- a lot of other Elders and people that live 



           20    here can't just live off the store-bought meat that we 



           21    get.  We have to go out there and get our gas, our shells 



           22    and all that kind of stuff in order for us to go hunt for 



           23    our village to provide food for the next year.  And it's 



           24    tough.  



           25              That's all I have.  
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lee.  Anyone 



            2    else want to end, or did Lee get the last word in?  



            3                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  Carla always has 



            4    the last word.



            5                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Bring a message 



            6    to the Ken Salazar that we need -- we need help with our 



            7    transportation.  We have no bypass mail like the rest of 



            8    Alaska.  We don't have it.  So we are -- we are hurting.  



            9    All our stuff has to -- if it can't -- if it needs to be 



           10    frozen, it has to be freighted.  Freight is $2-something a 



           11    pound.  The bulky stuff, only one airline is bringing that 



           12    in now, and they are charging three-something a pound for 



           13    that.  The big airlines will not even accept any bulky 



           14    mail or freight.  



           15              Like he was saying, Everett's Air, they won't 



           16    take it now so we are stuck with having to go to Frontier 



           17    and paying the three-something a pound for the bulky.  My 



           18    mom just got a stove, and she paid over $400, close to 



           19    $500 just for the freight for the stove, which is just 



           20    about as much what she paid for the stove.  So it's -- 



           21    it's ridiculous.  And maybe he can do something for us.  I 



           22    don't know.  But we do need that.  



           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  



           24                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I know that has 



           25    nothing to do with your minerals management, but you are 
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            1    going back that way, so maybe you can put a bug in 



            2    someone's ear.  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Why not?



            4                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  And who is with State 



            5    of Alaska?  



            6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No one.



            7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  They are 



            8    different.  These guys are federal here.



            9                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question.  



           10    When you do your baseline studies, we don't want to get 



           11    it -- like, from Shell when they do their own, they keep 



           12    their own information.  Will you be requiring them to hire 



           13    a second party, an independent -- 



           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  To verify it?  



           15                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  That way we 



           16    can know that and then they can share the information.  



           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That has come up before, 



           18    and what we have recommended to Shell a lot is that if 



           19    they want people to believe their information, they need 



           20    to get it published in the peer review literature.  That 



           21    will be the independent third party.  So I mean, you are 



           22    right, there is some suspicion that if it's generated by 



           23    the company, is it 100 percent -- can we believe it.  And 



           24    a lot of times you can believe the information, but there 



           25    is always a little doubt.  So we have told them, yes, it's 
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            1    nice to have their reports, but they need to get it into 



            2    the literature, in the journals where independent 



            3    scientists go through and they check it out.  



            4              So that was a good observation.  



            5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So you guys are the 



            6    ones that are doing the sharing studies, MMS?  Are you 



            7    guys part of that?  



            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Which study?  



            9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Subsistence sharing?



           10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  



           11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yes, there is a -- I was 



           12    going to say MMS -- but BOEMRE because I think it started 



           13    under MMS.  It's kind of ongoing, yes.  



           14              Going back to your point there about the studies 



           15    by industry, Bob Sudyam in Barrow Monday night brought up 



           16    that very point.  And what he was saying is they put 



           17    out -- they publish the conclusions, but they don't 



           18    provide or share the background data which scientists like 



           19    himself or anybody else can look at to verify.  Well, you 



           20    have got a conclusion.  How did you get to that 



           21    conclusion?  And you have got to look at the data to see 



           22    that.  How did you interpret it.  



           23              And that's what Jim is saying is that you have 



           24    to have what's known in the scientific -- western 



           25    scientific community as peer review.  So it's a very good 
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            1    point, and we will do our best to try to change the 



            2    system.  



            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  We have been 



            4    recommending it, and they need to do that for their own 



            5    good.



            6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Not just Shell, but 



            7    all the others. 



            8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yeah, not just Shell, 



            9    right, yeah.  This is across the board with industry.



           10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  All the way to the 



           11    fish and -- yeah.  Because our fish is -- when you fish, 



           12    sometimes we find some fish with sores on them when we 



           13    took our fish net, and I -- we have mentioned that to 



           14    North Slope Borough, and we let the other -- let some 



           15    people come, like, from the university, let them know that 



           16    in our fish net we find some fish that are not healthy.  



           17    And we try to get those checked, but we don't get any -- 



           18    any results or any findings of what caused it or why it 



           19    was so that they were ill or --



           20                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Those things would be 



           21    pretty scary, I think, to see that.  



           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The lesions.



           23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  Because I've 



           24    gotten in my fish net when I've fished, I got like two, 



           25    three, four fish that had that kind of sore.  And we send 
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            1    it to Barrow and then we report it to the people that were 



            2    doing fish studies.  When we catch another one, we try to 



            3    give it to people that we know that will take the -- the 



            4    fish and then do some kind of study or whatever.  But we 



            5    don't ever hear what they have to say or -- 



            6              And I know University of Fairbanks been coming 



            7    here five years, maybe ten years every summer doing fish 



            8    studies.  They catch and release and take the fish, you 



            9    know, and measure the fish, and we don't ever hear what 



           10    they have to say.  



           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They should get back to 



           12    you.  It's your fish.  



           13                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And we ask them to 



           14    and it's --



           15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  My guess is that might be 



           16    State Department of Fish & Game.  I think they are the 



           17    most likely agency to be active in that.



           18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  All right.  Thank 



           19    you.  



           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  If there is 



           21    no other -- 



           22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Just that we 



           23    oppose offshore.  Don't want you to sell any more leases.  



           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you all.  Thank 



           25    you all for coming.  It's been a late night.  We 
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            1    appreciate it.  



            2               (Proceedings adjourned at 9:50 p.m.)
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Good evening.

  3    Thank you for coming tonight on this snowy night.  Before

  4    we start, though, I would ask, Ida, would you please honor

  5    us with a blessing.

  6               (Blessing given by Ida Angasan.)

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very

  8    much.  Again, good evening.  My name is Jim Kendall.  I

  9    was here a couple years ago as a visitor of the Alaska

 10    office, but right now I'm the Acting Director of the

 11    office for all of Alaska.

 12              Up until January 1st I was in D.C. where I was

 13    in charge of the assessments and all the science.  Well,

 14    under the new Administration, we have President Obama, Ken

 15    Salazar as the Secretary of Interior, and then Michael

 16    Bromwich, who is our new director, asked me that because

 17    you are a scientist and you appreciate science and you

 18    have spoken to me before about the need to use traditional

 19    knowledge, he asked me to come up to Alaska for two,

 20    three, four months -- I don't know how long -- and see if

 21    I can start some discussions even better than we had

 22    before.

 23              And I'm going to say a few things that are a

 24    little bit different.  This is really kind of a new day,

 25    so we are doing things very differently.
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  1              Now, what this meeting is about is about a

  2    potential new five-year plan.  Before the Secretary can

  3    offer anything for lease, it has to be mentioned in the

  4    five-year plan.  Well, the current five-year plan goes

  5    from 2007 to 2012.  And Secretary Ken Salazar is taking a

  6    very cautious approach to the Arctic.  He's very concerned

  7    and he's listening.  That's why he's canceled the

  8    remaining lease sales in the Arctic for this five-year

  9    plan.  That's from 2007 to 2012.

 10              Now we are putting together a plan for 2012 to

 11    2017.  And usually when we have a plan like this, even in

 12    these early stages, there is some idea on, okay, we are

 13    going to propose X number of lease sales in these areas.

 14              Well, we are not doing that this time.  There is

 15    nothing on the books.  There could be one sale in the

 16    Beaufort, one in the Chukchi.  There could be one in one

 17    and not in the other, or there could be none.  So he

 18    wanted us to come up here and, before we start the

 19    environmental impact statement, have a clean slate and ask

 20    people what they think and what they are concerned about

 21    because he said we have made no decisions.  We want to

 22    have more openness, more transparency.  He wants science

 23    used more.  He also wants traditional knowledge

 24    incorporated into the documents, which is very important.

 25              I've had a little -- not a lot of experience
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  1    with traditional knowledge in other places in the world,

  2    but sometimes a Western scientist does something, and then

  3    they have to go to traditional knowledge to see if we got

  4    it right.  So some of us are starting to understand how

  5    important it is.

  6              Now, this five-year plan is required under the

  7    National Environmental Policy Act.  Because we are going

  8    to have this five-year plan on the OCS Lands Act, that's a

  9    major federal action.  That kicks in the National

 10    Environmental Policy Act which says we have to do an EIS

 11    before we do anything.  So this is the very, very

 12    beginning.

 13              And some of the things we have heard in Nuiqsut

 14    and Kotzebue, Wainwright, and Barrow is that people are

 15    concerned, number one, that they have a seat at the table.

 16    Okay.  This is your backyard, your garden.  You need to be

 17    there.  They are very concerned that if there would be,

 18    heaven forbid, an oil spill, can it be cleaned up.  Okay.

 19    They want to know is the community going to benefit from

 20    this in any way.  Is there going to be some type of

 21    revenue sharing?

 22              If something were to allow to occur, how do we

 23    make sure there is absolutely no impact to subsistence way

 24    of life?  We cannot allow that.  The hunts must continue.

 25    People must be provided by the ocean, the garden.  That
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  1    cannot be interrupted.

  2              There has been also issues with all the boat

  3    traffic that's coming in.  With the shrinking of the ice,

  4    we hear that there could be more ship traffic, not only

  5    for oil and gas, but from other countries trying to take a

  6    sneaky path across the north.  Well, that makes noise and

  7    there is more traffic.  How do we work that into the

  8    equation.

  9              And so those are the kind of things we are

 10    starting to hear.  And we are trying to record all of that

 11    so this information is considered in our environmental

 12    documents and the concerns are passed from us, the worker

 13    bee level, up to the decisionmakers.  So they are very,

 14    very serious about that, and I'm real serious about that

 15    myself when the director asked me to come there.  I asked

 16    him, can I go to these meetings.

 17              Usually the Regional Director does not come to

 18    the scoping meetings.  He said, no, Jim, you are going to

 19    the scoping meetings.  I said, great.  I was up here one

 20    time as a guest and got to speak to some of you, and I

 21    really enjoyed it.

 22              So I've got my team here who I would like to

 23    introduce, starting with Steve Textoris.  Where are you

 24    from?

 25                    MR. TEXTORIS:  I'm living in Washington,
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  1    D.C. and I'm the Leasing Acting Chief there.

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Rob?

  3                    MR. ROB MCWHORTER:  Rob McWhorter.  I work

  4    for Argonne National Laboratory.  Argonne is helping the

  5    Bureau with their national environmental impact statement.

  6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Tim Holder.  I'm based in

  7    Washington, D.C. with the Bureau, and I coordinate with

  8    our Alaska office on NEPA documents.  I always have to

  9    throw in here I lived in Anchorage for 19 years and I

 10    lived in Nome for six years, both below the Arctic Circle.

 11                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I'm Michael Haller.  I'm

 12    the community liaison with the Alaska Region.  And the

 13    first time I was here was immediately after the blizzard

 14    about six years ago, and then a few months later we

 15    brought Operation Santa Claus up to -- I hope Santa Claus

 16    has been better to you since then.  Thank you.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And this is Mary.  Mary

 18    is busy.  She's our most important member of the team so

 19    we get all of the comments so that we can put them

 20    together and send them up.  And then Mike.

 21                    MR. ROUTHIER:  I'm Mike Routhier.  I work

 22    on NEPA documents from the Anchorage office.

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  A couple of things we

 24    would like to ask that -- we want everyone to speak, and

 25    you can tell us anything you want, please.  We want to
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  1    hear it all.  We heard some very interesting things last

  2    night that I'm not going to repeat, but that's important.

  3    We needed to have that.  Please state your name so that we

  4    can get that in the record.  That would be great.

  5              And also, this is something about me personally.

  6    I am very hard of hearing.  I'm deaf in my left ear.  I'm

  7    partially deaf here.  So what I am going to do is I'm

  8    going to sit there.  And even though Mary is taking all

  9    the notes I'm going to, for myself, grab the main concepts

 10    while I'm listening.  I'm not a good listener, so I've got

 11    to focus on that.  And I want to ask Tim to run the

 12    meeting and get people to talk and that kind of stuff.  I

 13    don't want to insult anybody by sitting down and not

 14    saying any more than this, but I don't hear well, and if

 15    someone is talking, I want to make sure that I'm focused

 16    on the meeting.

 17              And anything is fair game.  You know, what do

 18    you think about a potential lease sale.  You may not like

 19    it.  We want to hear it.  If you are for it, tell us.  If

 20    you have concerns, tell us.  Even if I've said what we

 21    have heard and you feel the same way, tell us again.  We

 22    have no problem going back to our bosses, the

 23    decisionmakers, and say we heard this five times in five

 24    different locations.  I don't have a problem with that at

 25    all.  Whether or not it's a concern about oil spills,
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  1    concern about cleaning it up, revenue sharing, impact to

  2    subsistence hunting and whaling, tell us what you think.

  3    We are going in a listening mode.

  4              It's sort of a new day.  We have got nothing

  5    planned.  And one of the options is there could be no

  6    lease sale.  The last four were canceled.  No decisions

  7    have been made about the next one.  And so we are here.

  8    We are all ears.  I've got one ear.  We are all recording

  9    everything.  And we would really like this to be a good

 10    meeting.  Last night's meeting went for three hours in

 11    Nuiqsut, and we had a great discussion.  No one held back.

 12              So Tim.

 13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  All right.  We are

 14    opening the floor here to comments.  So whoever wants to

 15    go first.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  One other warning here.

 17    If I see the conversation start to die, I'm a frustrated

 18    teacher, and you know what happens when a teacher is

 19    teaching and nobody asks questions; he starts calling on

 20    people, you know.  So you know, we really want people to

 21    tell us.  I don't care.  We had some interesting

 22    discussions at the door.  So when I see a lull in the

 23    discussions, I may jump up and start asking people what

 24    they think.  So please don't be shy.

 25              Who is going to start before I start asking
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  1    questions?

  2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims

  3    Kayotuk, for the record.  I oppose any and all offshore

  4    oil exploration or development and really oppose you guys

  5    selling or leasing any more, selling any more lease sales

  6    out there.  But I realize that things do happen, and if it

  7    does happen, I think some things need to happen before as

  8    far as like -- because of the climate changes and all

  9    that's coming up, the ice really changing, having more

 10    winds and all of that, I think we need new baseline

 11    studies before anything can go forward.  They have done

 12    baseline studies before, but I think things have changed

 13    drastically since then.  So before anything can happen, I

 14    think new baseline studies need to happen.

 15              Also I would like for us to have a buffer zone

 16    around our area all along the coast.  Our community is

 17    strictly coastal hunting in the summertimes because we are

 18    in the ANWR area situation, and so -- and our rivers are

 19    shallow for our boats to go up, so we hunt along the

 20    coast.  That's where we harvest our caribou and our geese

 21    and ducks and stuff like that.  Seals are very important

 22    to us.  Fishing.  And if anything ever should happen bad

 23    out there on the ocean, it's going to devastate us.  And

 24    so I think we really need a very good buffer zone around

 25    our area.
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  1              I've heard that there is good buffer zones

  2    around some of the other communities along the coast, and

  3    for some reason our community was left out of the buffer

  4    zone stuff.  So that's one of my concerns for now.

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Carla.  In

  6    fact, last night we heard a lot about the buffer zone, how

  7    come there's buffer zones in the Chukchi and not in the

  8    Beaufort.  So I'm glad we are hearing that again.  Thank

  9    you.

 10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Next?

 11                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Marie Rexford,

 12    resident.  I oppose offshore, also.  I have been saying

 13    that for a number of years and still you come back with

 14    same old hearing after hearing and hearing.  So what --

 15    what -- what's going to change?

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  We have

 17    heard that as well last night that we keep coming back.

 18    And I guess the short answer is, with the new

 19    Administration, they keep asking us the same questions and

 20    they ask us to come back and talk with the communities to

 21    see what they say and think.  And they are listening.  The

 22    last four lease sales were canceled.  And now this whole

 23    new program is set up that they are not even putting

 24    anything on the books yet and they are waiting till they

 25    talk with you before they talk about anything else.
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  1              So we understand this is a burden and we keep

  2    coming back, but people are starting to listen.  And at

  3    least we're here to listen and take notes and take it

  4    back.  And so thank you for giving us the time.

  5                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  And I'd add one other

  6    thing, too.  There is an acknowledgment now of global

  7    warming and the impact in the Arctic, so that is one of

  8    the differences.  So you have noticed things.  Very

  9    specifically you have examples, and we would invite you to

 10    share that if that seems appropriate in your thoughts, as

 11    well, please.

 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard something

 13    interesting today.  We were talking to a gentleman that

 14    said that they take the snowmachines out and there are

 15    certain areas out there where you can't go because the ice

 16    is very thin because there is currents underneath, and

 17    those are the kind of things we need to know.  I mean,

 18    maybe our oceanographers doing these studies don't know

 19    that.  So if that's traditional knowledge that people

 20    have, we need to use it better, beginning to understand.

 21                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  My name is Ida Angasan.

 22    Speaking of threatened animals and stuff, I hear this -- I

 23    have been hearing this for the past month or so.  Every

 24    morning I read this about threatened polar bears,

 25    threatened or extinct seals, threatened or extinct oogruks
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  1    and all of our mammals out in the ocean.  What is it --

  2    you know, we live off the land and the ocean.  And many of

  3    you live off the store-bought bread, eggs, lettuce and

  4    tomatoes.  We hunt for our foods.

  5              We live the way we live because, you know, we

  6    were put on this earth on the North Slope as a harsh kind

  7    of environment.  We live through it because our Elders,

  8    our ancestors, they were very wise to understand how they

  9    could survive the harsh lands of the North Slope.  They

 10    hunted.  They fished.  They went to the mountains.  They

 11    walked everywhere and whatnot.  Maybe somebody had a boat

 12    in the summertime or not, but they went from one migration

 13    to the next with the caribou, the sheep, the -- and in the

 14    ocean, the fish, the oogruks, the seals and the whales.

 15    What am I forgetting?  The beluga and our walruses.

 16              Yeah, we get a walrus once in a great while, you

 17    know.  And we were fortunate to have four of the beluga

 18    came in this summer.

 19              But, you know, it's our environment.  And the

 20    government is trying to say this is becoming extinct.  I

 21    think we should have them quit hunting it.  I don't think

 22    that's -- it's -- not I don't think -- I know it's not

 23    right.

 24              We are the Native people of the North Slope.

 25    Along the course -- I mean, along the coastline of all of
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  1    Alaska, you will see all different kinds of Natives.  We

  2    all live on the coast or in -- you know, on the shores of

  3    the lakes because we survive that way.

  4              Thank you.

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.

  6    That's very good to know, and you are correct.  I mean,

  7    you are citizens of the United States, and you are

  8    citizens of Alaska, and this is your community.  And so we

  9    need to know that.  We need to hear that.  We need to take

 10    that message back.  I know there is others that have

 11    things to say.  Yes, ma'am.

 12                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  On the baseline

 13    studies, what do you do?

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  What do we do in terms

 15    of the government?

 16                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Yeah.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Not a very good job at

 18    getting the information out.  We found that out in some of

 19    our other meetings, that our little agency alone has spent

 20    $300,000,000 on research and 400 reports, and USGS is

 21    doing work and NOAA, and it seems like that information is

 22    not being tied together and getting it out to the people

 23    that should know what it is and tell us if it's done the

 24    right way.

 25                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  What do you do, I
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  1    mean?

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We do -- for the studies

  3    we do physical oceanography, we study the whales, we

  4    monitor bowhead whales from the air for almost 30 years.

  5    There is whales out there that are swimming around that

  6    have tags on them so that we know they go to Canada and

  7    they come back and they go to the east.  We have done

  8    studies on Arctic cisco.  We do all these studies, but

  9    they end up on the shelves.  They are not getting out.

 10                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Why do you have to do

 11    the same thing again and again if you can get the

 12    knowledge from the Elders?

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a weak link.  We

 14    need to work --

 15                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Maybe you are changing

 16    our shoreline fisheries the way you are doing your

 17    studies.  Maybe you are changing the ways of our food.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's very important to

 19    hear for the traditional knowledge and the information

 20    from the Elders.  You know, some of us now have been

 21    converted to know how important that is.  Scientists

 22    before me, they were all in the laboratory looking at

 23    their numbers, and they spent no time living with the

 24    communities.  They don't talk with people.

 25              We had a nice lady last night, Marjorie; she was
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  1    a senior Elder and she gave the blessing.  And she told us

  2    how she grew up and what she had seen.  That's invaluable.

  3    That information we need to work into our process.  And so

  4    you are right.  We need to listen.  We need to get that

  5    information and make sure that's considered.  And people

  6    now that are working with this are very sincere and they

  7    want that information, respectfully.

  8                    MR. HARRY LORD:  My name is Harry Lord.

  9    And in 1968, our people objected to the development of

 10    Prudhoe Bay to the point of filing a class action against

 11    the Secretary of the Interior in the name of Edwardson v.

 12    Morton.  Our experience was an experience of injustice.

 13    And the injustice is, in fact, a crime against all

 14    humanity because the negative results of that litigation

 15    led to the extinguishment of our aboriginal rights and the

 16    removal of all legal protections for those rights.

 17              In 1977, the Inupiat Community of the Arctic

 18    Slope held an Elders conference to lay out the supreme law

 19    of the land as well as the high sea.  And the supreme law

 20    of the land as issued by our Elders at that conference was

 21    no offshore development, period.  And that is customary

 22    traditional Inuit social law.  From time immemorial we

 23    have had this inherent sovereignty with immunity, and it's

 24    been completely ignored.

 25              So we need to revisit this injustice of how your
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  1    carbon development in the Arctic, specifically the

  2    international crime scene Prudhoe Bay, Alaska.

  3              You all never had any title here in the Arctic.

  4    There was a court case in 1971, U.S. v. Escamilla, which

  5    was a homicide case in which the Fourth Circuit Court of

  6    Appeals established in a legal determination that the

  7    United States had no recognized means of law enforcement

  8    in the Arctic.  U.S. v. Escamilla.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  She's got

 10    it.

 11                    MR. HARRY LORD:  And so we have a grave

 12    injustice that needs servicing.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I knew you

 14    were going to speak.  I encouraged you.

 15                    MR. HARRY LORD:  And so the most profound

 16    statement I've ever heard was Nelson Mandela when he

 17    addressed his countrymen for the very first time after he

 18    was released from prison.  And the very first thing he

 19    denounced was the educational policies of Apartheid as

 20    truly a crime against humanity, and that has been the very

 21    best academia has allowed into a society is a brain dead

 22    education on arrival.

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 24                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I'll yield.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You can speak more than
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  1    once.  I mean, really.  Anyone else before I play teacher?

  2                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce Inglangasak.

  3    Air quality is pretty much one of the things that nobody

  4    is saying anything about.  Everybody knows that carbon

  5    monoxide kills.  For 30 years you have been pumping this

  6    crap into our system here.  And we have the highest rate

  7    of upper respiratory sickness because of carbon monoxide.

  8    And it's speeding up the process of global warming.

  9                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I'm glad you

 10    brought the air quality part.  Just recently -- and I

 11    don't travel towards the west very much on the Slope

 12    towards Barrow just because of the cost and everything.

 13    But recently I went through there, and I was appalled at

 14    what I saw just -- we were coming in for a landing, and it

 15    was just yellow and I'm, like, what is all that?

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Where was this?

 17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  This was over in

 18    Prudhoe Bay.  We were coming in for a landing in Prudhoe

 19    Bay.  And it's just all yellow over on this one side, and

 20    I'm, like, what is that?  I said, they can't be having a

 21    sand storm.  That's too yellow for a sand storm.  And I

 22    started looking and thinking, well, maybe it's the way the

 23    sun is shining or something.  I'm, like, no, that's not

 24    what it is.

 25              And then come to realize that it's, like, smog
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  1    that's there.  It's the smoke and stuff from -- from

  2    their -- whatever they do over there and everything.  But

  3    I was just appalled at how much -- how yellow it was,

  4    how -- it was just like a yellow fog type kind of a thing,

  5    smog.

  6              And the last few days here I have been seeing

  7    how, when we have the west wind, I can see it way out on

  8    the ocean.  You can just see that yellow haze floating by.

  9    And it just seems like I have been noticing it more and

 10    more.

 11              But I was really appalled at what I saw.  And

 12    this was about -- we came home at the end of -- the first

 13    of February.  And it was just -- just awful.  And I

 14    sure -- if they are going to do development and stuff like

 15    that, then I think, because we are in the Arctic or

 16    anywhere else, it should be above normal standards for

 17    what the oil development people should have to follow.

 18                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce again.

 19    These oil companies that are here, they have been flaring

 20    for 30 years.  I think that's the biggest waste of energy

 21    right there.  I mean, how many flaring they got going,

 22    24/7, 365 days a year.  That's a lot of wasted energy

 23    right there.  That could have been heating up a lot of

 24    communities.  I mean, that's -- I think those people

 25    should be paying for our hospital bills.  They brought
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  1    this upon us and our animals.  We shouldn't be going to

  2    hospital and paying our bills for getting treatment for

  3    pneumonia or something.  I mean, that's not fair, not fair

  4    to our people or our animals.

  5                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  You guys know

  6    I'm pretty much opposed to drilling oil anywhere, and a

  7    lot of it has to do with the environment, and it's a

  8    pretty negative energy, and the impact it's having on this

  9    world is devastating.  It's killing Mother Earth, and

 10    people got to wake up and realize, you know, there is --

 11    there is a lot of alternative energies out there, and we

 12    can easily switch over, you know, with the people all

 13    rising up together, you know.

 14              Patent laws, for instance; there is a law to

 15    that technology out there, but people control that

 16    knowledge and they -- and there is a reason for it

 17    because, you know, they -- they want that economic

 18    leverage, you know.  They have power over someone.  And

 19    the way I was raised when I was a children, you know, kid

 20    growing up in this community, you shared everything, you

 21    know, because you worked together to survive and live in

 22    this community.  And that's our world.  It's our

 23    community, the whole world, all of us.

 24              I'm asking you guys, you know.  We know it.

 25    It's time for you guys to wake up.  You are the brains of
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  1    the operation.  You are in our government.  Speak for us.

  2    You know it.  Follow your heart.  That's all I got to say.

  3              Thank you.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.  For

  5    those that may not be aware, the bureau we work for not

  6    only does oil and gas, but recently we have been given the

  7    authority for alternative and renewable energy.  So we are

  8    working on the wind farms and things like that, as well.

  9    So very timely comments.  Thank you, Ken.

 10                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Are they going to

 11    do another five-year study to see if that wind generator

 12    is viable, or are they going to put it up now?

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right now they are

 14    trying off of New England, the Cape Wind area.

 15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  What's Cape

 16    whatever got to do with here?  Why can't they put it here?

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, it will be the

 18    first -- it's taken them ten years for them to get this

 19    far.  It will be the first one in the country to see if it

 20    works offshore.  So they are going to test it for you,

 21    although the environment here is very different.  But it's

 22    a start.  It's a start.

 23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  You guys come to

 24    us with a whole bunch of questions and stuff like this,

 25    you tell us you are going to do this and that and you show

00022

  1    a little picture of some little rinky-dink toy that can

  2    scoop oil out of our ocean in the middle of ice, and now

  3    you come here and tell us they are going to do a study on

  4    the other side of the world to see if it's viable for

  5    here?  I don't get it.

  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No, not viable to see if

  7    it could work here.  To see if it will work anywhere.

  8                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We are asking you.

  9    We need it here.  We need it now, not five years study

 10    first and then do it.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So a study for renewable

 12    energy in the Arctic.

 13                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Not even studying

 14    for many years.  We are telling you, go tell your guys we

 15    need a wind generator over here now.  It will save a

 16    million dollars for this community in one year.  Wait five

 17    years, that's five million bucks.  I mean, we could use

 18    that oil somewhere else.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 20                    MR. HARRY LORD:  We need to pry loose the

 21    sky cell technology that the Central Intelligence Agency

 22    is hoarding from us.

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sky sale?

 24                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Cell, C-E-L-L.  Cell.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.
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  1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Anybody else?  Pretty big

  2    crowd.  This is the biggest -- actually exceeds our crowd

  3    that we had in Barrow, a much bigger town.

  4                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ida Angasan.  Speaking

  5    of that yellowish brownish --

  6                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Carbon monoxide.

  7                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Excuse me.  That

  8    yellowish brownish cloud that you see from over there, I

  9    know; I worked at Prudhoe Bay for years.  Every time --

 10    they have tons and tons of trucks, some ice and, you know,

 11    all these cars and trucks that they have, especially the

 12    big semis, they turn those on; they leave those on day and

 13    night, 24 hours a day during the winter, you know.  And

 14    that is where you see all of that carbon monoxide from all

 15    the trucks and whatever is -- you know, their generators

 16    and everything else that they have over there.  You know,

 17    there is a plug in for -- for that, too.

 18              It's just like Bruce said, all that gas, it's

 19    just wasting when you are leaving a truck on.  I mean,

 20    this is for each camp.  How many camps are there in

 21    Prudhoe Bay?  You know, that's -- you got to think of that

 22    sometimes.

 23              I know in big camps like ARCO, BP and Conoco --

 24    not -- but Conoco, ARCO and BP -- no, I got that

 25    backwards.  Conoco, BP and all those other places they
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  1    have over there, you know, they have got these trucks

  2    around there, around the buildings and then some where

  3    they have annexes, you know.  And then they also have

  4    those trucks then out of there.  And then you have the big

  5    semis that are in and out of there.  And they leave those

  6    on 24 hours a day.  I wonder how much gallons of gas they

  7    use in the 24 hours time.

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good -- that's

  9    a very good question.  Thank you.

 10                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Robert Thompson.

 11    Okay.  I have a lot of concerns, and one, it's a lack of

 12    baseline studies.  This was a problem in Prince William

 13    Sound and the Sakhalin Islands where they have had spills.

 14    Industry was able to argue that they don't know what was

 15    there so they don't know what they had to compensate for.

 16    They were able to successfully get the compensation

 17    reduced because of no baseline studies.  So that's very

 18    critical here.

 19              The industry looks at this area as a great place

 20    to do business.  There is very little business activity

 21    going on that they have to compensate.  In the Gulf they

 22    have multi-billions of dollars' worth of private

 23    enterprise that they have to compensate.  Here in the

 24    Arctic, there is very little actual business happening

 25    other than our subsistence activities.  And they take the
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  1    attitude that they can just buy that off.  I think Shell

  2    had a fund for $20,000,000 to compensate for loss of

  3    whales.  We are not happy.  We don't agree with that at

  4    all.  This is our industry.  This is our economy and it

  5    doesn't have a price.

  6              So the baseline studies are important.  They

  7    were very haphazard before and I don't know if there is

  8    any one report you can call a baseline study.  Industry

  9    will say there's all kinds of studies that have been done

 10    but baseline studies are what we need so we know what's

 11    there without a doubt so there is no question about it.

 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Something to add to that

 13    before you change topics.  Baseline was mentioned one

 14    other time about the time the Secretary canceled the rest

 15    of the sales in the current five-year program, he asked

 16    the U.S. Geological Survey to collect all the information

 17    on the Arctic and put it together into a report looking at

 18    information gaps.  That report, we are told, will be out

 19    in April, and that will help make -- will add into the

 20    decision process of the Secretary on whether to have lease

 21    sales or not.

 22              USGS has gone to us to get information.  They

 23    have gone to NOAA.  They have gone to all the agent sits.

 24    We have not seen the report.  They are a science agency.

 25    They don't manage things.  So to make sure it's squeaky
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  1    clean and aboveboard, we have not seen it and we won't see

  2    it until everyone else sees it.  So that might help in

  3    terms of the questions of what studies have been done,

  4    what's the baseline, and it should identify where the gaps

  5    are.  And so that should be coming out in April.  I wish I

  6    knew more, but -- we gave them all our reports, but they

  7    won't tell us anything.  They want to keep it pure.  So

  8    that should help.

  9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Also I'm concerned

 10    about the effects of dispersants.  BOEMRE I believe did

 11    some recent studies, reports on this.  And according to

 12    their reports in the Arctic, it's probably no more than 10

 13    percent effective.  And there is no studies on long-term

 14    effects of what's happening.  What's happening in the Gulf

 15    could happen here, but worse.  We got colder weather.

 16              And I don't know if there is any studies related

 17    to oil breakdown in the Arctic or dispersant breakdown and

 18    what effects it will have on the marine life.  That should

 19    be done before these are -- before the leases happen so

 20    that the oil companies can't just say that just makes it

 21    go away.  And that's what they did here is they told us

 22    the dispersant just makes the oil go away.  It's no longer

 23    a problem.  We are finding out that that's not the truth.

 24              We want to have the truth.  We don't want to get

 25    lied to.  We've had Shell Oil come here and Minerals
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  1    Management lie to us right in this room, and we are tired

  2    of it.

  3              We have no Coast Guard here.  Coast Guard is

  4    supposed to monitor the oil spill activities.  They don't

  5    have a presence here.  They don't have the capacity.  They

  6    admit it.  They don't have icebreakers.  They do not have

  7    the capacity to monitor the oil industry.  Pete Sleaby

  8    from Shell says we don't need them.  We don't do the

  9    cleanup anyway.  I guess he implies that they should do it

 10    on the honor system, but I'm not ready to give Shell Oil

 11    the consideration of doing things on an honor system.

 12    The.

 13              The Coast Guard is hired to monitor the

 14    activities, and we demand that that happen.  That's

 15    actually the law.  Otherwise just say it's not needed.

 16    But all indications are that that's who is responsible for

 17    oil activities.  And the industry itself has no capacity

 18    to operate in Arctic ice.  They don't have ice icebreakers

 19    If you look out on the ocean as you came to the runway

 20    here, you can see what's happened just in the last few

 21    days.  I don't know if any ship is going to be running

 22    around in there.  Even if they were to have icebreakers,

 23    some of that ice is on the bottom.  I don't think the

 24    icebreakers can even travel in those conditions.

 25              Okay.  The industry was allowed to say what
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  1    their worst-case scenario for an oil spill was, and they

  2    chose to do it for August when there is water.  Okay.

  3    They should not be the one to say when they have to make a

  4    plan for cleanup.  It should be as it's frozen, being the

  5    first of October.  By using August, they are able to fool

  6    the public into thinking they have some capacity, which

  7    even then they had limited capacity.

  8              In regard to that, they should have satellite

  9    data for wave activity.  There is a lot of times when they

 10    will not be able to operate with their cleaning operation.

 11    This has happened off Norway where not even a drop was

 12    cleaned up on a very large offshore oil spill.  22-foot

 13    waves and nothing was cleaned up.  We have those

 14    conditions here.  That should be public knowledge, how

 15    much of the time they can do cleanup during the open ice

 16    time.  They go into broken ice conditions and allude to

 17    some capacity, but the question is how can they clean up

 18    oil under the ice.

 19              BOEMRE itself said if this were to happen, most

 20    likely we would just have to let it spill until the

 21    following season.  That's not acceptable.  I don't know

 22    how they came up with that that they could do that to us.

 23    This becomes environmental justice issue.  This is an

 24    issue that affects us.  We don't get any benefit from that

 25    oil.  So if people in the United States want to drill,
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  1    they can do it offshore California, offshore Florida, off

  2    the East Coast of the United States.  If they want the

  3    oil, drill there first before they come here.

  4              Okay.  The air quality permits should be

  5    cumulative to include the onshore activities.  What's

  6    happened on the North Slope, air quality permits are bid

  7    for each lease sale leased, not considering other ones

  8    cumulatively.  That's why we've got the problem here.

  9    That happened for 30 years in the Prudhoe Bay area.  The

 10    permits were given out but not collectively all together.

 11    It might be okay this year for this small operation, but

 12    all together it accumulates and we have the effects of it.

 13              Another problem is on State leases, they don't

 14    have people to monitor the permits, the air quality

 15    permits and so on, but DEC has only two people to monitor

 16    all the permits.  So in that regard on these permits,

 17    there should be people there at all times to monitor the

 18    conditions.  I found out that Shell has no nonShell people

 19    on board their drilling ships.  To me that's not

 20    acceptable.  There should be somebody to monitor the

 21    activity to make sure they are in compliance.  They did

 22    not have that up to this point.  I don't know if that

 23    continues, but to me that's not acceptable.  There again,

 24    it's an honor system for the industry.

 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a very good
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  1    point.  Because of what happened in the Gulf there was

  2    only 56 inspectors.  They are going up to probably 200.

  3    And up in the Arctic, if there were to be drilling, there

  4    would be an inspector on the drill ship 24/7.

  5                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  How many?

  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I know at least one,

  7    maybe two because of the 12-hour shifts.  Do you know

  8    offhand?  Two?  Two, at least.

  9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  I'd like to

 10    see baseline health studies on our health.  If we are

 11    affected by health -- and I've heard the industry say

 12    people in Nuiqsut, they're just smoking these cigarettes.

 13    That's not acceptable.  If they are going to be in this

 14    area putting out pollution into the atmosphere, they have

 15    got to know what our health is.

 16              And another thing I believe everybody should

 17    learn from the Gulf spill is about spill response

 18    capacity.  They had 3,700 boats operating on that spill.

 19    We don't have that many boats, and I don't think they can

 20    get them here and they can't operate in the winter.  So we

 21    don't have any spill response capacity.

 22              The industry talks about a robust plan.  They

 23    tell the public, oh, we are really concerned.  I think

 24    they have five boats.  Well, that doesn't quite get it.

 25    And then they tell people that this is an exploratory well
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  1    like it's not a concern.  The Deepwater Horizon was an

  2    exploratory well.  The public should know these things.

  3    Don't just listen to the industry.  And our government

  4    should tell us also the risks on this.  We shouldn't have

  5    to listen to the oil industry tell us how great they are.

  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard that last night

  7    that on a very bad day on the Arctic, people out there are

  8    going to be more worried about saving their own lives than

  9    cleaning up oil.  We heard that last night.

 10                    MR. THOMPSON:  There are 16 endangered and

 11    threatened species, and there are probably going to be

 12    three more listed.  So these should be addressed, not have

 13    lawsuits try and change the law or having the Republican

 14    Administration trying to do away with the Environmental

 15    Protection Agency.  The laws are there to protect us, and

 16    we need to have those regulations in place and be

 17    followed, not the people that are -- who knows how they

 18    are related to the oil industry trying to diminish the law

 19    so that the industry can act.

 20              We are tired of that.  That's happened here in

 21    Alaska.  We have had 12 of our congress people and one

 22    senator that were convicted of violations of this in

 23    relation to this activity.  We are tired of it.  Those

 24    people work for us, and they have got to take care of our

 25    interests.
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  1                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  Adding onto

  2    these thing here --

  3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I don't think -- are you

  4    done, Mr. Thompson?

  5                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Go ahead.  I'll get

  6    some more.

  7                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I just wanted to add on

  8    here.  You said worry about your own survival during an

  9    oil spill.  You know, in the Arctic, yeah, even in our own

 10    homes sometimes we have to band together to survive, you

 11    know, just regular living.  I just wanted to throw that in

 12    there.  Not during a catastrophe, just bad weather -- if

 13    you bring a catastrophe, we ain't going to able to help if

 14    you got bad weather up here, help the oil industry if they

 15    need it because a lot of times we are fighting for our own

 16    survival.  And we are together, you know.  But --

 17              That happened a few years ago.  We lost

 18    electricity and most of the people had alternative -- you

 19    know, they were used to camping and people were throwing

 20    up tents in their house, throwing up Coleman stoves and

 21    all kinds of gadgets that we have because we still go out

 22    on the land and live off the land.  And if it wasn't for

 23    that, there probably would have been dozens of people dead

 24    in this village during that blizzard a few years ago.

 25    It's just where we are from.  We live up here.
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  1                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Bruce Inglangasak.

  2    Revenue sharing.  We live here.  Where does most of this

  3    money go?

  4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  The answer is, from the

  5    Outer Continental Shelf, the revenues that come in from

  6    that for leasing and all the subsequent activities,

  7    rentals and so forth go into the Federal Treasury.  Now,

  8    there is a program that started about three -- two or

  9    three years ago called CIAP, Coastal Impact Assistance

 10    Program.  It's $10,000,000 over four years, and it's

 11    distributed according to a formula, basically who has the

 12    most activity.  So Louisiana gets, by far, the largest

 13    share by state, but Alaska gets a chunk of the money.  I

 14    don't have the dollar -- the dollars, but --

 15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  This is our home

 16    here, you know.  You pump this crap out of our land here

 17    and some city on the other side of this country is getting

 18    a whole big chunk of it, and we, the people here, get

 19    pennies.

 20                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, there is Outer

 21    Continental Shelf activity for decades and nothing got

 22    back to the states or communities.  So at least there is a

 23    little bit.  But those are -- the decisions about that are

 24    made by Congress.  And we can put this in the record

 25    here.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will take the message

  2    forward.

  3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Pass the message up.

  4                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  We live here.  We

  5    got to pay for -- we got to pay big money to pay for our

  6    heating bill, our lights and our food that you send up

  7    here, and we got to pay for it.  I mean, and we get chump

  8    change out of this revenue, so-called revenue sharing.  We

  9    are getting scraps from it.  Thirty years of this, and

 10    look at our community here.  We finally got running water

 11    just within our community after 30 years.  And Anchorage

 12    had it, Juneau had it for 30 years.  So this revenue

 13    sharing is going the wrong direction.  People that live

 14    here should be getting it so we can pay for all these

 15    goodies that you have.

 16                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims

 17    Kayotuk.  I just wanted to say that I agree with Robert

 18    that there needs to be more cumulative impact studies; not

 19    just impact studies, but cumulative impact studies.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 21                    MR. HARRY LORD:  That's a very good point,

 22    Carla.

 23                    MR. HARRY LORD:  That's a very good point,

 24    Carla.  Harry Lord, once again.  And I believe that a

 25    quantitative assessment on the damage to our people's
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  1    culture and way of life has never been accomplished since

  2    the advent of Prudhoe Bay, and we have suffered miserably

  3    with the extinguishment of our rights.  And Prudhoe Bay

  4    was stolen from our people, taken criminally.

  5              It was a criminal expropriation, and we are

  6    entitled to triple the damages for such pernicious

  7    activity, for every barrel of oil that has been stolen

  8    from us.  We are entitled to triple damages.  The impact

  9    on our people has been that significant.  It's inexcusable

 10    and unpardonable, that we were left to suffer this

 11    injustice from then to now.

 12              Hydrocarbon on the brain is known to be very

 13    dangerous.  And that's precisely what's driving your

 14    political economy over the cliff is hydrocarbon on the

 15    brain.  I was once criticized for opposing development.

 16    They said you are against drilling, aren't you?  I said,

 17    no, no.  I'm all for drilling, but in the appropriate

 18    region, like a transorbital lobotomy for hydrocarbon on

 19    the brain.

 20              I'll yield once again.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 22    Mr. Thompson.

 23                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  I'm first.  Excuse me,

 24    Robert.  I agree with Robert Thompson, too.  Ida Angasan.

 25    When you said about the ice and the icebergs and

00036

  1    everything, especially when he's talking about coming up

  2    to Alaska in August to try out the oil spill materials and

  3    stuff and everything.  They have to come up here in the

  4    wintertime.  As you were coming in from out there, the

  5    icebergs, they are pushing against one another as it is

  6    right off this other island that we have.  There is ice

  7    out there that none of the ships or any kind of boats will

  8    be able to clean up anything because they will get crushed

  9    anyways, you know.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Is that the term, the

 11    ivu?

 12                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ivu, I-V-U.  Ivu.

 13    That's how you spell it.

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We saw that in Barrow

 15    this week.  Impressive.

 16                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  And it's right out here,

 17    too.  It's been going that way for this whole year.  And

 18    it's -- how are you going to -- how are they coming up

 19    here with their boats and their ships and everything and

 20    be able to get through this ice?  And they are always

 21    saying, okay, we will come up and do an oil spill practice

 22    or something.  You can't do it in the summertime or in

 23    August.  You should come up here in the wintertime and see

 24    what kind of progress the oil companies can make in

 25    learning how to do the oil spill thing while it is
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  1    blizzarding out there.  Let them find out that when there

  2    is an oil spill.

  3              And I also oppose oil spill -- oil drilling in

  4    the ocean.  How are they going to able to see what they

  5    can do in an oil spill practice out there in the icebergs

  6    with the blizzards?  You can't see anything.

  7              Thank you.

  8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Who is -- Mr. Thompson.

  9                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Okay.  Okay.  About

 10    the drilling, if it ever goes to that point, I talked to

 11    Shell about this about why couldn't they drill a relief

 12    well at the same time as they drill an exploratory well or

 13    any well so they have a means of shutting it off.  We know

 14    from a spill off of Australia and the Deepwater Horizon

 15    that it takes about three months to get that relief well

 16    in place, if they could get it to the site, which you may

 17    not because, you know, if the spill were to happen first

 18    of October and the relief ship is somewhere else and they

 19    don't have icebreakers to move around and, according to

 20    BOEMRE, you just have to let it go till next year.

 21              Well, possibly it should be required that the

 22    relief well be done at the same time as the well so there

 23    is at least some chance of stopping it.  I know it would

 24    be an extra expense, but it's very important to us.  And

 25    that should be a requirement.  If they can't do it, if
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  1    they get that far along, then they shouldn't be drilling.

  2              I've always asked the question.  I've asked this

  3    to the CEO of Shell and I've asked it to the

  4    [indiscernible] Delegation, can oil be cleaned up in the

  5    Arctic Ocean, and nobody will answer that question.  And

  6    I'm saying -- then they might say to me in broken ice we

  7    can have some capacity.  I'm saying underneath the ice,

  8    when it's flowing out underneath the ice can it be cleaned

  9    up.  Until somebody answers that question -- if nobody can

 10    answer it, then just say, hey, you are not going to do it.

 11              They say, well, there is risks.  Well, it's not

 12    a risk to the guys down in Anchorage or in D.C. or

 13    anything.  It's a risk to us, us the people here.  And

 14    they are not going to be concerned.  All of you people, if

 15    we have a spill, you won't be up here.  You won't see it.

 16    You're not going to be affected in D.C. or wherever you

 17    are from, but we are here and affected.

 18              The risks to the oil industry -- this is

 19    probably really a great thing for them because they are

 20    not going to have to pay off -- the risk is not to the

 21    industry because they have sustained two large spills.

 22    All they have got to do is raise the price of gas, and

 23    they are doing it as we speak.  The price is going up.

 24    Any problems with income, we are going to pay for it when

 25    we -- we consume the product.
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  1              So we have got to get off of this product, this

  2    oil.  And they will say, so they can get what they want,

  3    now, we're running out.  We've got to do it.  We are not

  4    running out.  In North America there is more than 2,400

  5    years of oil that we know about.  The Alberta Tar Sands,

  6    more than two trillion barrels of energy.  On the North

  7    Slope of Alaska, the coal can keep the United States in

  8    fossil fuel for over 500 years in addition to the oil.

  9              So we're not running out, so we don't have to be

 10    listening to that story as why we should continue and we

 11    should be patriotic particular and endorse all of this.

 12    We have got to change.  We have got to change.  This oil

 13    is taking us down.  Our involvement in wars and activities

 14    around the world, our economy is going down because of our

 15    dependence on this oil.  We have got to change over to

 16    alternative energy.

 17              The money spent on the Gulf War could have

 18    turned us over to alternative energy.  All the money we've

 19    spent on that war for the last 20 years in that region and

 20    ongoing expenses by this country to stabilize things,

 21    that's directly related to oil, and it's taking our

 22    country down.  We have got to change to something where we

 23    don't spend all our resources on that.

 24              That's my statement.

 25                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Edward Rexford,
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  1    Senior, for the record, Acting Vice President for our

  2    tribal government here.  And all these years you probably

  3    hear us telling the same stories of our opposition to

  4    offshore oil and gas activities, even seismic work because

  5    we know that causes a lot of damage.  And still no studies

  6    have been done on what damage has been done under the

  7    seismic activity, per se, after it happens.  Is there some

  8    way scuba divers could be deployed to check what kind of

  9    damage is happening under there, you know, the food chain

 10    system, all the invertebrates, clams, starfish, all that?

 11    Nobody has done that kind of studies.

 12              And all these years industry been drilling in

 13    the Beaufort here with our objections to the activities

 14    and disposing of drilling muds and cuttings off on the ice

 15    and the waters.  And you know, we know that stuff contains

 16    toxic chemicals.

 17              Now, I just recently learned last year, it's

 18    also considered a radioactive waste, and that hasn't been

 19    brought to our attention by the industry.  And that's been

 20    dumped into our ocean for years.  And it's just causing

 21    the epidemic of cancers in the Arctic.  You know, these

 22    kind of studies needs to be done and, you know, this is

 23    serious.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's good.  We heard

 25    about the effects of seismic on all the animals, not just
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  1    the whales.  We heard that in another meeting.  So thank

  2    you.  Even though Shell is -- withdrew their plan to drill

  3    this coming summer, they agree to take all the cuttings

  4    and the muds south, not to dispose of them.  Although they

  5    are not going to drill this coming year, the final plan

  6    was that they would take all the drill muds and take them

  7    south for disposal on land.  So --

  8                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  And I bet

  9    pressure by the Whaling Commission brought that about

 10    because the U.S. government was using a zero discharge

 11    designation but, you know, it doesn't completely eliminate

 12    the discharge of waste overboard, you know.

 13              And I know there is two different distinctions,

 14    one in Norway where it's a different system they have and,

 15    you know, compared to the U.S.  And I think they have zero

 16    harmful discharge which says they cannot discharge

 17    anything overboard, but in the U.S. it's zero discharge,

 18    but then you could discharge toxic waste overboard.  That

 19    don't make sense.  So that's got to be rectified also if

 20    offshore activity will happen here.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 22                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  And if I think

 23    of anything else, I'll add on a little later.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Please.  You are

 25    welcome.
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  1                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Thank you.

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

  3                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  With respect to your

  4    point about the sound from seismic activities, about ten

  5    years ago and before, there was several years where MMS

  6    paid for studies related to seismic and effect on bowhead

  7    whales and how it deflected the bowhead whales.

  8    Dr. Richardson from LGL was the principal investigator on

  9    that.  And in fact, one time I was here at Kaktovik

 10    before, he happened to be here to present the findings of

 11    his study.

 12              But the issue that you bring up of the effect of

 13    seismic on other marine mammals and other --

 14                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  Not just

 15    whales.

 16                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  -- down the food chain is

 17    one that I've not heard before.  And I think we have our

 18    studies program.  It's a national program, but we have our

 19    Alaska part of it, and I think it's -- that's one thing

 20    that we don't have to wait for anything to do with the

 21    five-year program.  We can take -- that's a program that

 22    gets funded annually and we can take those ideas back and

 23    try to fit those into our program.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have heard that twice

 25    now at two different meetings.  Thank you.
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  1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Nuiqsut.  And that's a

  2    whole -- everybody was so focused, I think, on the bowhead

  3    whale as the, you know, kind of the top of the food chain

  4    out there is the most concern, but there is other things

  5    going on.

  6                    MR. EDWARD REXFORD, SR.:  The whole food

  7    chain system that hasn't been looked at after seismic

  8    activity passes through.

  9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  People in Nuiqsut brought

 10    up even the effect on krill, did the krill get deflected

 11    from where the whales feed.  So that's a very interesting

 12    question.

 13                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  George Kaleak,

 14    Senior, for the record.  I also am opposed and always will

 15    be opposed to offshore oil development.  Also a whaling

 16    captain, hunter.  I live -- I love to eat the sea mammal,

 17    all the animals that we subsist on.  And going back to the

 18    seismic activity, I also stated that I wanted not just in

 19    a one mile or -- I wanted it broadened to -- you know,

 20    it -- the sound can go over 50 miles, and whales can hear

 21    it.  I wanted it broadened further to actually have people

 22    on site seeing the effects that seismic activity does to

 23    all the sea mammals.

 24              And they couldn't give me an answer or they

 25    couldn't -- they didn't even study that or nothing.  And
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  1    that's what I've always wanted to see, the effects that

  2    involves, I mean, because they don't know what -- what

  3    seismic activity does to all the -- all the sea mammal.

  4    They don't.

  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We heard a similar

  6    comment like that, so that's the second time we have heard

  7    to look at the bigger picture.

  8                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  With people on site

  9    seeing the effects of what seismic activity does, not --

 10    not the people that work for -- work for the seismic

 11    activity that do the blasting, but maybe other entities

 12    that study it and get the studies.

 13                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  We have some ongoing

 14    studies with respect to the seismic and we have what's

 15    called passive acoustic monitors going on.  So that's kind

 16    of an ongoing -- obviously a big and ongoing issue.  So

 17    point well taken.

 18                    MR. GEORGE CRAIG:  Because I told them I'd

 19    much rather have these thumpers that they do on the ground

 20    and invent some kind of thumper that will go to the ground

 21    and thump seismic activity rather than blasting because

 22    that's far worse than the thumping that we have seen here

 23    before.

 24                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Different technologies

 25    rather than straight up seismic.
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  1                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Can I add onto what he's

  2    speaking on the seismic activity?  There is new improved

  3    additional technology called Geomatic Promise.  And

  4    Geomatic Promise is satellite surface earth penetrating

  5    radar.  And they can assess from satellite, you know, all

  6    our mineral assets, all our deposits, you know, with

  7    precision and accuracy.  We don't have to go out and do no

  8    seismic blasting to determine what's there.  There is

  9    up-to-date technology that eliminates and makes seismic

 10    tests obsolete.

 11              So we need the -- to look at prying loose, you

 12    know, this type of technology that's being hoarded once

 13    again by the Central Intelligence Agency.

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.

 15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Let me jump in here for

 16    a moment.  I wanted to mention because it was -- were

 17    there any of the whaling captains that went to Barrow this

 18    week to the commission meeting?  It was interesting.

 19    Director Bromwich asked Dr. Kendall to go and attend and

 20    take some part in that and make a few comments, so I

 21    thought it would probably be important for you to maybe

 22    highlight that a little bit with them, if that would not

 23    put you on the spot.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Oh, sure.  Not a problem

 25    whatsoever.
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  1                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I was just thinking

  2    about some of the things you've been talking about, and it

  3    was very much --

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Very similar to what we

  5    heard with the whaling captains at their convention.  They

  6    gave me 15 minutes to speak with them and to say that

  7    Mr. Bromwich, our director, is committed to listening to

  8    what the whaling captains had to say.  We had a special

  9    meeting with them because while we were in Wainwright and

 10    Kotzebue, some of the whaling captains were in Barrow at

 11    the convention, so we had to have two meetings at the same

 12    time.  So we thanked the whaling captains for allowing us

 13    to speak to them.

 14              We are committed to making decisions, the

 15    Secretary and the Director, based on the best information

 16    on the best technology and using traditional knowledge.

 17    And one of the things that came up such as about the

 18    seismic is that, okay, some people say there are studies

 19    done, but where is it.  So when we went back to the office

 20    we said, they are right, that there were some studies that

 21    had been done, but it's not accessible to the people that

 22    should have it.  So what we are trying to do, at least on

 23    our website at first, to get that information and make it

 24    more available.

 25              Some of the new technology you are speaking
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  1    about, you know, are probably out there but, again, the

  2    companies and the government doesn't make a good job of

  3    getting it to the people that need to know where it's at.

  4                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I think we need to get me

  5    into Homeland Security to penetrate the veil because there

  6    is technology available, you know, that can make

  7    development infinitely safer, but it's not being

  8    disclosed, you know.  It's -- a lot of it is classified

  9    unnecessarily for national security.

 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So what I'm hearing you

 11    say, interpreted my way, is that if there were to be

 12    development, it would have to be responsible development

 13    using the best technologies that are proven.  Is that what

 14    I'm hearing?

 15                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Yes.  We need to look at,

 16    you know, improving our methods, you know.  There is

 17    technological advancements in electronics.  The Promise

 18    software and the Geomatics; mating the Promise software

 19    with Geomatics.  The powers that be have a clear vision,

 20    you know, of what's exploitable in strategic minerals the

 21    world over, you know, but none of that data is available

 22    to the general public because it's a national security

 23    secret.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Also it was pointed out

 25    in Barrow by one of the scientists there; Dr. Robert
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  1    Suydam mentioned that there may be environmental

  2    information that the oil companies have that should be out

  3    there.  And so we are going to go back and work with them

  4    to make some of the information available if we can get

  5    them to release it.

  6              But along with the high technology, what we also

  7    spoke with the whaling captains is the other side of

  8    traditional knowledge, that sometimes you don't need the

  9    fancy technology if you can talk to the Elders that have

 10    passed down this information for decades, if not hundreds

 11    of years.

 12              Like we learned today, some areas you cannot

 13    take your snowmachine out there because there is currents

 14    going around and the ice is very thin.  Those are the

 15    things we need to capture.  That information needs to be

 16    integrated with the high tech science.  At least that's my

 17    interpretation.

 18                    MR. HARRY LORD:  In addition, you know, I

 19    was very impressed with Dr. James Hanson, you know, when

 20    he called out for prosecuting the executives of the

 21    industry for crimes against humanity for the corruption of

 22    data on climate change.  And that's not the only data they

 23    are corrupting.  I have the GAO at-risk report, and your

 24    agency is high on the list.

 25              And the corruption of data by the industry in
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  1    terms of the rate of production, you know, for assessing

  2    royalties and taxation -- I mean, you people don't even

  3    have a clue what it is that they are even producing even

  4    in Prudhoe Bay.  There is no means of verification for

  5    accuracy on what it is that they report.

  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you brought

  7    that up because you know we are going -- you don't know

  8    this, but we are going through a reorganization, and the

  9    first thing they did October 1st was the part of the

 10    agency that collected the money has been taken out and is

 11    put under a new Assistant Secretary so they now just focus

 12    on collecting the revenue and making sure it goes to the

 13    right place.  The agency I'm with is only responsible for

 14    management and safety.

 15              Come this coming October 1st, we are going to be

 16    broken up again -- and this is what they liked in Nuiqsut

 17    and, I believe, Barrow is that people like us will only be

 18    responsible for the science and the management, but the

 19    inspections, getting back to having people on the

 20    platform, will be under a new bureau, the Bureau of Safety

 21    and Environmental Enforcement where they don't worry about

 22    managing the resources or the oil companies collecting the

 23    money.  Their only job is to enforce the laws.  And that

 24    will be broken up so that they don't have to worry about

 25    what we do.
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  1              They worry about, okay, there are the laws, this

  2    is what industry has to do, we are going to live on the

  3    platform and make sure it happens.  So that will be a

  4    nice, clean -- that's focused on what they have to do.

  5              Ma'am.  I'm sorry.

  6                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims

  7    Kayotuk, for the record.  I think that's all great that

  8    you are doing that, but I think -- and what I hope is that

  9    you still keep the open communication's to where stuff --

 10    you just don't just stay focused in your one area and not

 11    have the communication that needs to happen for your thing

 12    to work.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are extremely

 14    perceptive because you -- from what I just said, you

 15    picked up on it.  And we have been working on this for a

 16    few months.  And that's one thing we just figured out,

 17    that you have an agency that deals with the management and

 18    the science, and then you have the engineers and the

 19    inspectors.

 20              We probably have to use a lot of the same

 21    information and data, so we have to have that active

 22    communication.  And that's where the good management has

 23    to come in so that we don't have problems where data gets

 24    stored or corrupted, that it's a free flow of information,

 25    it's all aboveboard, and it's transparent.  So you are
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  1    very perceptive.  That's what we're dealing with now, how

  2    do you make this work so it's aboveboard, it's

  3    transparent, and there is no corruption in the data.

  4                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I think the 911

  5    Commission was on a good crack on the interoperability in

  6    communications technology.  And so that will keep the

  7    information flow, you know, like the cross flow flowing.

  8    Okay.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Ma'am.

 10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Nora Jane Burns.

 11    For your -- each time you break up into new groups, will

 12    you be seeing the mission statement of the new MMS?  What

 13    is your mission statement to serving the whole state of

 14    Alaska or --

 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm glad you asked that.

 16    I wish I would have brought it with us.  My agency, the

 17    Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, which is what we will

 18    be, will be to manage the resource in an environmentally

 19    safe manner.  Okay.  The Bureau of Safety and

 20    Environmental Enforcement -- and I don't remember the

 21    exact words -- are to enforce the rules and regulations so

 22    that it is safe for the people that work there, the

 23    communities, and the environment.

 24              We are just forming these now.  And there is --

 25    a lot of the higher managers way above us are working this
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  1    out, but it's going to be two separate missions.

  2                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So will the

  3    communities in each area get a mission statement of what

  4    they come up with each time they get a new department so

  5    at least we know what they have to enforce and we keep

  6    them straight in line?

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If we don't do it, shame

  8    on us.

  9                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  And I want to say one of

 10    my responsibilities is to make sure that we communicate

 11    that very clearly with you so it becomes routine

 12    understanding among all of us.  And with three agencies,

 13    it will take all of us a little bit of time to get that

 14    into our mindset because it's a significant change for the

 15    government and how we interact.  But our job is to

 16    simplify it and make it plain and easy for you to

 17    understand.

 18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Because a liaison in

 19    each community to --

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We have heard that

 21    before, that we should have a liaison and more of a

 22    presence.  So thank you for mentioning that again.

 23                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  Ida Angasan, for the

 24    record.  Speaking of communications, this -- they called

 25    the school on this Bureau of Ocean Energy Management.
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  1    They should call the City, the City of Kaktovik at

  2    640-6313.  They should call NVK, 640-2042, and they should

  3    also call the North Slope Borough liaison's office, Nora

  4    Jane Burns, 640-6128.  And it didn't get very far from the

  5    school because I work in the school, and someone told me I

  6    should give this piece of paper to each student and so

  7    they could give it to their parents.  I don't think that's

  8    right.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Okay.  Thank you.

 10                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.  We did

 11    actually make those other contacts you are talking about.

 12    The idea was to, like you do with a safety message or

 13    anything else, if you can give it to the kids to take home

 14    as a gentle reminder, it was nothing more than that at

 15    all.  And as far as trying to get the word out, we are

 16    just looking for ways to make sure everybody is aware that

 17    we are going to come and have a meeting.  So thank you for

 18    your reference.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we met the science

 20    teacher today, and she said her husband runs the radio

 21    station.

 22                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  We have a radio station,

 23    99.8?  99.1 or --

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They are going to become

 25    our friends.  They'll become one of our new friends so we
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  1    can get -- if people don't know about meetings in advance

  2    early enough, how can they participate?  So thank you.

  3                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims

  4    Kayotuk.  Couple things here.  I'm glad that Nora Jane

  5    asked what your mission statement was, and I'm glad that

  6    you said something about safety of the communities.

  7    Several years ago, probably more than five years ago MMS

  8    sat in here, and there were just a few of us here at that

  9    meeting.  And I asked them how could you guys continue to

 10    do these lease sales when 100 percent of everybody in each

 11    community along the coast of Alaska oppose these offshore

 12    lease sales.  And he sat there and looked me straight in

 13    the face and said, because it's for the betterment of the

 14    country.  Never mind that we are part of the country.  And

 15    I took very great offense to that.

 16              And so I'm hoping you guys will follow by what

 17    your mission statement is that it's for the safety, try to

 18    do what's best for the communities.  And keep in mind that

 19    we are the communities.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  And we will take that

 21    message back.  We are not the decisionmakers, but we will

 22    take the message back.

 23                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  And you had

 24    mentioned that somebody said something in another

 25    community wanting a seat at the table.  Even though we
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  1    oppose, oppose offshore development and exploratory stuff,

  2    the City of Kaktovik has always fought for a seat at the

  3    table for onshore development for ANWR, even though they

  4    haven't really taken a stand for or against it.  But we

  5    feel that it's important to have a seat at the table

  6    because it's going to affect us.

  7              I think that's very important for each community

  8    is that when you are getting ready to do these lease sales

  9    or having your public hearings or whatever, that each

 10    community that is going to be impacted by this have

 11    someone at the seat of the table in these dealings.

 12                    MS. IDA ANGASAN:  For informational

 13    purposes, very good, Carla.

 14                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford, for

 15    the record, vice acting mayor.  I'm opposed to any

 16    invasive activity in any environment.  Regarding

 17    scientific studies, you must ensure these studies

 18    conducted are noninvasive to the wildlife, environment,

 19    and also with development, if at all possible.  The noise

 20    pollution which occurs during the seismic exploration, the

 21    exploratory drilling, the drilling itself, up until the

 22    well is dry, the numbers of vessel on hands during the

 23    drilling would be too numerous, I believe.

 24              At the moment everything about the oil

 25    development process is destructive and should not be
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  1    allowed in any environment.  Thank you.

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

  3                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Matthew, is that

  4    something that we could have a printed copy for the

  5    record?

  6                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Yes.

  7                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.

  8                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  Going back to

  9    that -- your mission statement and your guys' job to, I

 10    guess, manage the minerals in an environmentally safe way,

 11    you know, and the real truth is it's not being done that

 12    way.  It's not.  Everybody knows that's the truth.  Deep

 13    down you know it's the truth.  We all know it's the truth.

 14    And can it even be done environmentally safe?  It should

 15    be able to be, but as it stands now, it's not being done,

 16    and the cost and the -- you know, the intentional held

 17    back of the technology that it would take to make them

 18    make -- them do this in a responsible environmentally safe

 19    way for the animals, for the people, for the planet, for

 20    the air we breathe, you know, they are killing us.

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Sir, you are next.

 22                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon, for the

 23    record.  I have a question:  The principals, the chain of

 24    command, you guys are what?  What do you do?  Who do you

 25    report to?  Who says what?  Who has authority to do what?
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  1    You have a website as to where I can look at it and say I

  2    shouldn't be talking to these guys because this is a

  3    different matter I should be talking about.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  It would be

  5    boemre.gov.

  6                    MR. SAM GORDON:  If you could write that

  7    down, I'd appreciate it.

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.  Could someone

  9    write that down for him?

 10                    MR. SAM GORDON:  It doesn't make sense to

 11    be talking to you guys if I need to direct it to someone

 12    else, some sort of chain of command that works.

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I can tell you right

 14    now -- I'll give it to you in a nutshell, but check the

 15    website.  We are all career.  We are not political.  I'm

 16    the Acting Regional Director for Alaska.  I report to the

 17    Director of BOEMRE, Mr. Bromwich, which is a political

 18    appointee who was appointed by Ken Salazar, who was

 19    appointed by the President.  So we are his staff.  I

 20    report to the Director.  The Director reports to the

 21    Secretary of the Interior who reports to the President.

 22              And like, for example, Steve Textoris right

 23    there, he is the division chief for the entire leasing

 24    program right now, so all the lease sales will be done by

 25    Mr. Textoris and his team.  And he would report to the
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  1    Associate Director up the chain of command to the Director

  2    and the Secretary who reports to the President.  But you

  3    can look at the website, and that should be pretty well

  4    laid out.

  5              MR. SAM GORDON:  That's the one I want to see,

  6    see how the system -- the system ain't working.  Like what

  7    happened in Katrina or the Gulf of Mexico, something is

  8    wrong with it.  There is no communication within the

  9    system.  You spend a lot of money, millions and millions

 10    and millions of dollars, to do this kind of research, and

 11    then when something happens, nobody knows who to talk to.

 12    That's the point I'm making.  There is no sense in having

 13    to talk to someone if nothing is going to happen because

 14    this has been going on for over 30 years.  Somebody goes,

 15    well, I was appointed by the Chief of Administration and

 16    just sort of -- the time expired, I'll just put this on

 17    the shelf, it's their problem.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We understand your

 19    frustration.  Just to point out that in the Beaufort there

 20    hasn't been a well drilled in the OCS for now approaching

 21    nine years.  The last four lease sales have been canceled

 22    by the current Administration.  And for the next five-year

 23    plan, they are starting so early right now that we don't

 24    even have anything planned, so we are asking before they

 25    even get that far.  So it's a long -- I understand it's a
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  1    long drawn-out process.  We keep coming back, but people

  2    are listening and the Secretary said we are going to take

  3    a very cautious approach to the Arctic, canceled four

  4    sales, and we are not going to decide for the next

  5    five-year until we meet with the communities.

  6                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I'd also like to point out

  7    that a lot of us here believe, too, that the last 15, 20

  8    years while the rest of the United States was booming

  9    before you had the bubble burst, that we was intentionally

 10    held back economically.  We had a wage freeze in the

 11    borough for years.

 12              A lot of people had been, you know, without jobs

 13    in this community for a long time and a lot of it, we

 14    believe, was intentional so we would be crying to open up

 15    oil development.  And it pretty much happened to where

 16    most of our -- most of our leaders had to because the

 17    people were crying for work and for jobs because we need

 18    to survive up here.  The cost of living is high, you know.

 19              Polluted our lake here with the DEW line where

 20    it has to be filtered through the system they say here

 21    because it's, you know, unsafe to drink, things like that.

 22    And water is expensive because the air -- you know --

 23                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  From the Air Force site

 24    over here?

 25                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yes, from the Air Force
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  1    site.  Several years ago when the caribou herd from

  2    Teshekpuk Lake came over here because the rain in the fall

  3    time, they all came over here, 20,000 of them.  18,000 of

  4    them went up to the mountains.  They lived.  They

  5    survived.  They were healthy.  We went up there and hunted

  6    them.  We had 2,000 of them stay on this island, and every

  7    last one of them died.

  8              And they said they couldn't -- one of the things

  9    that they said was there was something, an element missing

 10    in their food chain on the island.  That just happens

 11    quirky in nature, I guess.  But it's pretty suspicious

 12    when a lot of already believe the DEW line is already

 13    cancer causing this and that through our community that a

 14    lot of the people believed over the years anyway, you

 15    know.  And then to have this happen in the year's time --

 16              It was fun when they was here, everybody was

 17    happy, caribou on the road, people go out and shoot them,

 18    and then winter start coming along, they started dying.

 19    They were, like, getting weak.  They were still eating.

 20    They were -- this island had been unfit for caribou pretty

 21    much.  They were in hog heaven just chowing down.  Because

 22    of our community on this island, you know, we hunt the

 23    animals, so if they come on the island they are clipped.

 24    But this time there was just so many, everybody just let

 25    them be and they all died, every last one of them.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.

  2                    MR. KENT SIMS:  But that main herd, the

  3    18,000 remaining, they went back after they left the

  4    mountains up there, but we went up there after these ones

  5    down here were dying, drive through them, you know, and

  6    get up there, they were running around, jumping, healthy,

  7    you know.

  8              There is more to this pollution than not just

  9    the oil industry.  Also the Air Force government and the

 10    government itself, like over in Point Hope where they --

 11    where they -- the radiation studies and things like that

 12    on our people.  And a lot of these things -- you know,

 13    they weren't burning books in the Pentagon not too long

 14    ago for nothing, you know.  There is studies that they did

 15    on the people that they don't want out.

 16              Okay.  That's all I have to say.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Kent.

 18                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon.  I have a

 19    question.  You have a -- do you have a -- what do you call

 20    it -- I'm not very knowledgeable on this, but you got the

 21    State and then you got the federal government.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.

 23                    MR. SAM GORDON:  You got the boundary line

 24    here.  How far off or how -- who has the authority to

 25    control whatever goes on in that -- within that zone?  How
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  1    do they communicate with you guys as far as who has the

  2    power of command to say this is what's going to happen?

  3    In that case, if you don't -- is there any way we can have

  4    at least about 15-, $20 billion contingency fund so we can

  5    do our things locally and statewide while all you guys are

  6    trying to put things together?  Because if that happened

  7    before and it happened again, and it sure in the hell

  8    will happen again.  Give a 10- or $15,000,000,000

  9    contingency fund where we can be compensated for these

 10    mistakes, because I know it's going to happen, and it will

 11    happen.

 12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  On your point about the

 13    contingency fund, that's a point well taken.  That's the

 14    first time we have heard that in the two weeks where we

 15    have been going around.

 16                    MR. SAM GORDON:  It takes a hell of a lot

 17    of time for the State and the federal government to get

 18    together and try to figure things out.  By that time you

 19    have already destroyed a whole culture, not only here, but

 20    in Canada.  And I wonder how they work.  Do you guys work

 21    with them?

 22                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  With respect to the

 23    continental shelf from the shore to three miles out it's

 24    within the State jurisdiction, and from three miles

 25    seaward out to the economic zone limit is the federal
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  1    jurisdiction, which is called the Outer Continental Shelf.

  2    And that's the federal jurisdiction.

  3              In about the 30 plus years that I know about, I

  4    think there has only been one or two cases where there has

  5    been proposals for development in the -- in the State

  6    waters.  And the only offshore development in all of

  7    Alaska in Alaska waters is the Northstar development.  And

  8    there is another one by Pioneer not too far from Nuiqsut

  9    that's going on now.  And I think there was a couple

 10    others in previous years.

 11              We keep track of what they do and we do -- they

 12    have -- in the case of the Northstar development, there is

 13    extensive coordination because it ended up -- or the

 14    proposal was to do directional drilling from the State

 15    water development of Northstar into the Outer Continental

 16    Shelf.  So we have extensive coordination on that.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  But also, Tim, what you

 18    were talking about, the borders there, there are options.

 19    Like, for example, it came up about a buffer zone.  In the

 20    Chukchi, I believe, there is a 25-mile buffer zone that

 21    came in through discussions like this that was up there.

 22    And last night in Nuiqsut they were saying, look, why

 23    don't you tell the big bosses above us that why is there

 24    not a buffer zone in the Beaufort.  So we are taking that

 25    message back.  And around Cross Island at one time there
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  1    was a buffer zone, and they remembered that.  There was a

  2    buffer zone and then it wasn't.

  3              So that is some of the messages we have heard.

  4    So for the federal government boundary and the State,

  5    which is at three miles, there are ways where certain

  6    areas are not to be developed or leased.  And that's why

  7    we have meetings like this on areas that, okay, you could

  8    lease here, but maybe not here, and you shouldn't here.

  9    So that's why we have these comment periods, either

 10    verbally or in writing, so if anything is offered for

 11    lease, it's the areas where most people agree that it

 12    might be the right place to do it.  So there is some

 13    flexibility when people talk to us and give us ideas.

 14                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I've got a question.

 15    Have you -- just -- this is a general question, so please

 16    jump in.  But for us to understand a little bit, there is

 17    a lot of talk on the Chukchi side about the increase of

 18    vessels passing back and forth close in and around the

 19    coast there.  While we -- as Americans, while we focus on

 20    American vessels, there is also Russian and Canadian

 21    vessels, and whoever knows what else is visiting out

 22    there.

 23              Have you noticed any kind of an increase,

 24    significant increase or -- and what kinds of ships are

 25    you -- large?  Could you give us any flavoring so we
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  1    understand some of that what you have seen?  Thank you.

  2                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Carla Sims

  3    Kayotuk, for the record.  I've seen big barges.  I've seen

  4    tourist ships, cruise ships.  I've seen sailboats, lots

  5    and lots of sailboats, different sizes of sailboats.

  6                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  In this past year or

  7    two?

  8                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Few years.  More

  9    and more sailboats increasing every year.  Canoers,

 10    rafters or kayakers.

 11                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Lots of more extreme

 12    tourists in the last year or two.  They are just walking

 13    in out of nowhere, boom.  I walked here from Timbuktu.

 14    Hello.

 15                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Who is letting

 16    these nuclear subs cruise around in our ocean out here?

 17    Man, we almost had a catastrophe out here a couple of

 18    years ago, I heard.  Who is letting these guys come into

 19    our waters?

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  For U.S. subs, that

 21    would be the Navy.  We are not the Navy.

 22                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Who is telling

 23    them they can come here and do this crap around here?  If

 24    they had an accident around here, we are toast.

 25                    MR. HARRY LORD:  It's worse.  The Navy has
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  1    sunk three Russian subs in the Russian sector, nuclear

  2    subs.  And they are still in the bottom of the ocean down

  3    there.

  4                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Talk about cumulative

  5    effects.

  6                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  This is Inupiat

  7    land right here.  I don't know how the State managed to

  8    own it or the federal government.  Who -- I don't

  9    understand that.

 10                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  What other kinds of

 11    vessels have you noticed in traffic out there?  Anything

 12    else that you wanted to add to that?

 13                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Barges, some

 14    barges.

 15                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  The Queen Mary hasn't

 16    shown up, I trust.

 17                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Never seen no Russian

 18    flags or nothing going by.

 19                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Surely you've seen

 20    Canadian barges or vessels.

 21                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  This is other

 22    than what he had, so if you are still discussing that, I

 23    can wait.  I wanted to go back.  Sam had mentioned

 24    something about Canada with the border there and if you

 25    guys communicate between them.  Our -- since we are so
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  1    close to the Canadian border and our currents are very

  2    strong from that way, if you come and go along our beach

  3    coast and even up some of the rivers and creeks, there is

  4    driftwood from trees and stuff, and we don't have that

  5    here.  So that all comes from the MacKenzie Delta River.

  6              So if there is ever a catastrophe either on the

  7    Canadian side or our side as far as with oil and stuff

  8    like that, is there some kind of agreement between the

  9    U.S. and the Canadian government to protect the people on

 10    both sides?  We have family that live over there on the

 11    Canadian side.  Sometimes we hear about the seismic work

 12    that's going on over there.  And last summer I think they

 13    found whales that were beached up on their side and more

 14    likely from seismic work that was being done over there.

 15              There has to be some kind of agreement between,

 16    I believe, between the U.S. Government and Canada to

 17    protect the coastal people.

 18                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  To answer that question,

 19    one of my jobs back in Washington, D.C. is there is lots

 20    of committees that deal with the Arctic, including

 21    transportation; also represent BOEMRE at Arctic Council.

 22    There is six working groups.  One has to do with emergency

 23    preparation and emergency response to oil spills.  And the

 24    Arctic Council is made up of eight Arctic nations,

 25    obviously including Canada.  So there is work in general
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  1    kind of in a broad policy level to coordinate on those

  2    kinds of activities.

  3              One of the most interesting things was after the

  4    oil spill, a representative of the Coast Guard came and

  5    spoke to a group called the Arctic Policy Group that meets

  6    at the State Department that's representative from all the

  7    20-plus federal agencies that have interest in the Arctic.

  8    And he presented about a one-page description of -- it was

  9    basically to have the U.S. advocate for more specific

 10    coordination on emergency preparedness and response for

 11    oil spills.

 12              And basically it's a lesson learned from the

 13    Gulf spill that we have got that issue, but we also have

 14    to be concerned about the Arctic.  And so he was moving

 15    that forward.  He brought that forward, I would say, in

 16    August.

 17              And it takes a while to work through the working

 18    groups of the Arctic Council and get up -- the Arctic

 19    Council, made up of foreign ministers and the Secretary of

 20    State, only meet twice a year.  But at least there is

 21    things being put in motion to try to do things on a very

 22    practical level.

 23              So the answer is there is some mechanisms in

 24    place to -- and in motion to respond to that concern that

 25    you bring up.
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  1              And related to that a little more indirectly is

  2    there is a conference that's been held.  I think this year

  3    was the third year -- it was in -- excuse me.  It was in

  4    December of 2010 with Alaska and Canada about Beaufort Sea

  5    issues, joint issues, everything from leasing activities

  6    to environmental issues and resource estimates and the

  7    whole gamut.  And it's only an every other year basis, but

  8    at least it's a forum where the interested parties try to

  9    meet and discuss those issues, so --

 10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Is that like U.S.

 11    government and Canadian government to -- more local --

 12                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  The lead agencies were

 13    the BOEMRE on our side and the counterpart agency on the

 14    Canadian side, but there is many other agencies that have

 15    kind of an interest in a piece of the pie.  I would say

 16    there were probably 200 people attending that conference.

 17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Would there have

 18    been someone local from our area?

 19                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That was the biggest

 20    thing that I noticed was I didn't notice -- I've got to

 21    say I didn't notice any Natives at any of the sessions.

 22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  That needs to

 23    change.

 24                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That was the biggest

 25    thing I noticed that was sort of a glaring omission, you
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  1    know.  It's like, where are the people representing

  2    Tuktoyaktuk and Kaktovik.  And that's a point well taken.

  3    I'll jot that one down so that in the planning for the

  4    next meeting --

  5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  If you do come up

  6    with -- this village will insist that they have a

  7    representative that will represent Kaktovik because North

  8    Slope Borough will try to be the main person, and they

  9    always look out for their own area.

 10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  You are on the borderline

 11    here and have got the most serious impacts.  I'll make a

 12    note of that and --

 13                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Make sure you

 14    insist.

 15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  It will be probably in

 16    December of 2012 when that comes up.  The next meeting

 17    will probably be in Anchorage and we will work -- there is

 18    kind of big planning committees and all this kind of

 19    thing, but we will try to definitely make sure you have at

 20    least one, if not more.

 21                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  Make sure we

 22    insist that happen, not just from you.

 23                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  Here, not in

 24    Anchorage.

 25                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  You want to have the
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  1    meeting here?  Okay.  Well 200 people, I don't know.

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  We're turning

  3    into a free-for-all, and Mary has to try to type.  But

  4    before we move on to another question, Carla, you said

  5    something I don't want to lose.  Then we will get to

  6    everybody else.  The beached whales, was that in Canada?

  7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yes.

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Did they call wildlife

  9    and fisheries or anybody?

 10                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I don't remember.

 11    I think it was via Facebook, someone said something about

 12    they saw -- no.  People traveling back from Canada in the

 13    summertime said they saw one beached there.

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  If you could find

 15    anything on Facebook or the Internet, if you could send us

 16    any of that information, that would be available valuable

 17    to have.  Anything you can find, please it send to us.

 18              Kent, you had your hand up first.

 19                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I just wanted to say, they

 20    were talking about pollution in the air quality earlier,

 21    and it ain't bad up here.  We can see it and we notice it

 22    but, boy, when I travel south to your country, holy

 23    smokes, you are the ones living in really bad situations.

 24    And you wonder why your health is as bad -- all of us are

 25    having bad health, I think, all over the world, a lot of

00072

  1    this stuff.

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So we can stay here

  3    longer with you?

  4                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yes.  It's worldwide.

  5    It's not just here.  It's your air you are breathing, too,

  6    in your country.  You know, the smog is notorious in some

  7    of the other places.  I don't see how it's just -- you can

  8    really notice it even going to Fairbanks.

  9                    MR. BRUCE INGLANGASAK:  There was a

 10    television series on the oil industry about 18, 20 years

 11    ago.  And the last program I was watching, this professor

 12    or Dr. Suzuki, he said in 50 years we were going to see

 13    climate change.  That's about 20 -- less than 20 years

 14    ago.  And this guy came here a couple of years ago.  He

 15    was actually here, and I got to meet him.  And I asked him

 16    if he would like to say something about this 50-year

 17    prediction.  And he said we were going to see.  I told him

 18    it's only been about 18 years and we already have -- we

 19    already can see a climate change.

 20              We have more people up here that's going to say

 21    we have got another 25 years or ten years before this ice

 22    is all gone.

 23                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  I wanted to point

 24    out about the smog.  This is George Kaleak, for the

 25    record.  We are, in a sense, less fortunate because down
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  1    there where they live, the trees pick up all the

  2    impurities and versus here, the cold climate, all the smog

  3    and the impurities drop.  And I just want to point that

  4    out.  That's why you see the yellow -- yellowness in the

  5    snow, and that's from all the pollutants that come off the

  6    vehicles, the turbines, the gases.

  7              I mean, I notice that, too.  And you can see it

  8    even go by.  And I just want to point that out and make it

  9    clear that you have trees with leaves that pick up all the

 10    impurities that stick onto the trees versus here it just

 11    drops onto the snow and in our waters.

 12                    MR. HARRY LORD:  Harry Lord.  I'd request

 13    you guys get on the Internet and look into Wikipedia and

 14    the definition of agnotology, which is the scientific

 15    study of culturally induced ignorance.  So the impacts of

 16    Apartheid education has completely deluded the minds of

 17    all humanity to the point where they don't even understand

 18    what our basic natural human rights really are.

 19              In the definition of agnotology, you will notice

 20    that they cover undersea plate tectonics that got

 21    completely blacked out for purely geostrategic

 22    consideration and acts of security for undersea warfare.

 23    So we are being maintained at a level of ignorance that is

 24    truly a crime against humanity.

 25              On your response to Mr. Gordon on boundaries and
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  1    jurisdictions, the 1790 Nootka Accord was an international

  2    agreement between the United States, Russia, England, and

  3    Spain where you all surrendered and agreed never to assert

  4    any colonial claims of sovereignty to the northwest of

  5    North America.  And here you all are, all powerful and

  6    almighty.

  7              This is a legal brief that's going to represent

  8    the legal destruction of the state of Alaska.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Harry.

 10    Carla.

 11                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I just wanted to

 12    say before I leave that I'm not only concerned about oil

 13    spill, air pollution and noise pollution, but also -- I

 14    don't know what word to use -- how it's going to look,

 15    the -- the --

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The aesthetics?

 17                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah, the

 18    aesthetics of offshore development.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The viewscape.

 20                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Yeah.  I know you

 21    hear about that down states, they don't want it off of

 22    their coast because they are concerned about how it's

 23    going to look.  It's going to deter people from coming

 24    into their area.  Well, the same thing is going to happen

 25    to us, too.
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  1              I go out camping along the coast.  We're already

  2    impacted by Point Thompson, which is just a throw over.

  3    We go out there to camp to get away.  I know to you this

  4    might be away right here in the village, but it's not for

  5    us.  It's noisy here, so we go out camping to get out in

  6    the quiet.

  7              And what do we have?  We have an oil field over

  8    there, gas exploration, high power pressure gas oil field

  9    that we have to listen to.  Every summer we have to listen

 10    to the boats going by, the barges and the seismic work

 11    that they are doing.  They say it doesn't make much noise,

 12    but that's not true.  We can hear it.

 13              And with stuff going out in the ocean, they are

 14    going to have planes and choppers every day.  That's going

 15    to impact not us camping, but I'm concerned about our

 16    wildlife, the caribou that migrate along the coast.  All

 17    their travel is going to be right along the coast, and

 18    that's where the caribou migrate from.  And that's going

 19    to impact us in a very negative way because that's where

 20    we hunt.  We hunt along the coast.

 21              And if the route changes for the caribou, you

 22    know, we are not like how it used to be long ago where we

 23    can -- we can travel with them, move up inland.  We are

 24    blocked because of where ANWR is, because of the Alaska

 25    Native Land Claims Settlement Act that had to happen
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  1    because they wanted to drill in Prudhoe Bay.  So we are

  2    locked.  We are landlocked.

  3              So my mom grew up where she traveled and

  4    followed the animals.  I mean, it's not that long ago.  I

  5    mean, down states people think that's like years and years

  6    and years ago that that happened, but my mom grew up doing

  7    that.  She didn't learn how to cook because she was out

  8    hunting until she was very old.  When she married my dad,

  9    that's when she learned how to cook.  And she was 20-some

 10    years old because she was always out on the land hunting

 11    following her dad because she was one of the older

 12    siblings.

 13              And I do not want to see that change for our

 14    community.  It has changed some, but I don't want to see

 15    any more negative changes happen.  And I strongly believe

 16    that if offshore oil development, even onshore

 17    development, that's going to happen and our community will

 18    never be the same again.  Our traditions and our culture

 19    will change.  And I know change happens.  Culture changes,

 20    traditions change, but I think it's going to be a very

 21    negative impact on us.

 22                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Sir, you have been

 23    raising your hand off and on.  You.

 24                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  Me?  Lee Kayotuk, for

 25    the record.  On your baseline studies, I think they should
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  1    be more careful of what they do because all the -- the

  2    polar bears and the seals that we have are affected now

  3    because of all the collars and everything they do.  All

  4    these studies on sea mammals, the people that studies are

  5    killing them off because of the collars that they have on

  6    the polar bears; they are too tight and they leave them on

  7    for probably three months or less, but that's a long time.

  8              Most of our polar bears here now are slowly

  9    dying out because of starvation, and -- and everything

 10    else that goes on like trapping and stuff like that.  We

 11    are getting more and more trappers along the coast and

 12    different vessels, barges, barges that are moving heavy

 13    equipment and all that kind of things are happening more

 14    and more in that ocean that we don't know about.

 15              Even air traffic is pretty high, too, because we

 16    are getting all kinds of planes that we don't even know

 17    about, private planes and other aircrafts in the area that

 18    we don't know.  Someone say, whose plane is that?  We

 19    don't know whose plane it is.  Like the Twin Otters that

 20    come over from Prudhoe Bay area and stuff like that.

 21              And things are going to change more because

 22    Prudhoe Bay is drying up.  They are going to move --

 23    everything is going to be moved around within the next

 24    probably 20 years that something is going to happen, and

 25    we are going to be all surrounded by oil if everything --
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  1    if ANWR opens up, we are going to be -- we will be

  2    surrounded.

  3              That's all I got to say.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Kent.

  5                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Kent Sims.  That brings up

  6    an interesting point.  You know, we got a lot of

  7    photographers coming over here watching polar bears and,

  8    you know, that's their life, some of them.  And they watch

  9    the polar bears pretty darn close.  And one of the things

 10    they have been saying is we got entities coming in doing

 11    polar bear studies saying their thesis for their study was

 12    polar bears are dying on land, but they are over here

 13    munching off our whale, you know, extra.  So what do they

 14    do?  They move them somewhere else to show that their

 15    studies, yeah, they do instead are starving on the land,

 16    you know.

 17              That was one of their concerns, you know, of

 18    people that are out there just watching the polar bears

 19    that come to Barter Island.  Besides Churchill in Canada,

 20    this is like one of the biggest congregations of polar

 21    bears; used to be, is Barter Island.  That was just -- I

 22    just wanted to throw that in there.  You have got to have

 23    responsible studying, too.  And sometimes some of that

 24    studies that is going out there, their intent ain't always

 25    that honorable on what they are trying to -- results they
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  1    are trying to achieve.

  2              I worked in a lab in Prudhoe Bay before, and

  3    even your results are all suggestive, you know.  It's not

  4    rocket science on a lot of that.  Maybe if you had

  5    billion-dollar equipment, you might get the exact specific

  6    gravity or content of water that's going down the pipeline

  7    or something, but what it all goes down to procedure and

  8    who is doing the -- are you doing the same exact sampling

  9    each time?  Your result can always be changed compared to

 10    what's behind you and what result you are trying to look

 11    for, you know.  That's an example of what happened.

 12              They were trying to get a result, and they

 13    pretty much put it on the polar bears.  And right after

 14    that, that was one of the things a lot of people around

 15    here noticed was we have a lot less bears right after they

 16    did that.  They probably died over where they brought them

 17    to.  We don't know.  That's one of the things we believe

 18    happened.

 19                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  George Kaleak,

 20    Sr.  On the same note, you know, the tranquilizing of them

 21    in their attempts to put the collars is bad timing, also

 22    is where they don't tell us -- and I've asked numerous

 23    times how many polar bears have you killed during -- while

 24    you tranquilize them because they are drowning.  And they

 25    won't give that to you.
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  1              And the second part of the ice and the climate

  2    change, the ice has gone out for over ten years.  Over 200

  3    miles every year there is not an iceberg out here.  And

  4    that's where the polar bears mainly hunt for the seals

  5    that live -- and they hunt off the ice.  They use that as

  6    camouflage.  And recently there was polar bear sightings

  7    in the Yukon River at Fort Yukon, and that's close to

  8    Fairbanks.  And these polar bears are trying to find

  9    other -- other means of food.  And I mean, it's getting --

 10    it's getting to be where -- I mean, they are dying.

 11                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Not all of it is climate

 12    change.  A lot of it is just overstudy and harassment

 13    by -- I mean, there is a lot of interest and there is a

 14    lot of funding for it because people want to know, but if

 15    you don't go at it in a responsible way, you end up

 16    killing them.  You know, you overdo it.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  So responsible science

 18    is a good way to phrase it.

 19                    MR. KENT SIMS:  Yeah.

 20                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford, for

 21    the record.  Regarding emergency preparedness and, God

 22    forbid, if an oil spill would occur, I find it a conflict

 23    of interest for Shell to be having on-site vessels ready

 24    for the cleanup, mainly because they can make more money

 25    off the cleanup than the drilling itself.  It should be a
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  1    totally different entity who will be out there.  This is

  2    my concern.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I think

  4    people are getting tired.  But we are still here.

  5                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Are they still tagging

  6    the sea animals?

  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, they are tagging

  8    the whales, right?

  9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an ongoing study

 10    that tags bowhead whales.  And in the last I think it's

 11    four or five years, there has been 35 bowhead whales

 12    tagged with radio tags where they keep track of them with

 13    satellites.

 14                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  You are messing around

 15    with our food chain when you do that.  The food don't

 16    taste right when you have things that are implanted into

 17    the animals.  They don't taste right.  I've tried the

 18    fish.  It changed.  It's like rotten taste.  Why do they

 19    tag them anyway?  Why do they have to do that?  It's, I

 20    mean, all over the state, even in the lakes.

 21                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Well, the Beaufort, of

 22    course, are only in the sea.

 23                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Well, they tagged some

 24    fish up in the Schrader Lake where we go camping, the fish

 25    in the lake.
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  1                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  There is an Arctic cisco

  2    study I know about, and that was fish in the Colville

  3    River and --

  4                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  This is lake trout.

  5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  That one I don't know

  6    about.  I don't think BOEMRE would be involved with

  7    that.

  8                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  It's an ongoing thing.

  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The reason why they're

 10    tagging the whales is so we know where they migrate so if

 11    decisions are made to lease, they would not put an area

 12    for lease up where there would be migrations.  It's like

 13    some of the whaling captains took GPS with them so we

 14    could see where they all hunted.  In an area where there

 15    is lots of hunting, there would be not a good place to

 16    have a lease.  So working with the whaling captains we did

 17    that.  But by tracking the whales and seeing where they

 18    migrate, which matches a lot of the traditional knowledge,

 19    we know, okay, there is an area where they swim that

 20    wouldn't be a good place to have a lease, so that gets

 21    factored into the discussions and the decisions.

 22                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford.

 23    Regarding the studies with the whale migration of whales,

 24    you have to go back to all organisms, not just the whales.

 25    I mean, there may be other things out there that who knows
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  1    are out there at different times of the year.  You have to

  2    go back to studying every organism.  And there are many

  3    undiscovered organisms out there that you may be killing

  4    off.  You don't know that.  What are these baseline

  5    studies going to do?  It's just going to cause more

  6    invasiveness to the environment and the wildlife.

  7              Thank you.

  8                    MR. KENT SIMS:  I'm out of here.  I want

  9    to thank you guys into talking me into coming over.  I

 10    appreciate it.

 11                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Can they stop the

 12    tagging of any animals, any -- our food?  I mean --

 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can take that message

 14    forward.  I mean, I don't know what decision would be

 15    made, but --

 16                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  Well, if they don't do

 17    it, tell them to put it on what you are eating in the

 18    stores and have you try the food with what they are

 19    putting on our food.  Let them put those collars on the

 20    animals that you eat and you see how they taste.

 21    Tranquilize them and put them on and see how they are.

 22    That's just a waste of food.  Dog food for us if they have

 23    tags on them.

 24                    MR. SAM GORDON:  Sam Gordon, for the

 25    record.  I have been working on the pipeline and wherever
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  1    the oil field goes all the way down to the Gulf of Mexico.

  2    And it's where the people like us that need the job

  3    development on and offshore, if there were to become a --

  4    what am I trying to say -- a national emergency, you know,

  5    we have to develop -- we have to find more -- what's

  6    happening now in Libya, because like what happened in

  7    Libya, that caused a chain reaction, right?

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Right.

  9                    MR. SAM GORDON:  And then these guys over

 10    there, they are kind of scare feelings even to think about

 11    it.  But it is shutting the oil off to some places.

 12    Right?  What if that caused a chain reaction?  I mean, I'm

 13    thinking about our future generation.  The generation now

 14    we are going to have to start getting oil.  Is there a

 15    point where we all have to work together to get the oil

 16    out?  And I'm trying to think of the positive side of it

 17    wherever can work together to make this thing happen.

 18              But then on the other side I'm thinking, geez,

 19    there is 35 billion cubic feet of oil and 79 trillion

 20    cubic feet of gas and 99,000 acres in the coastal plain.

 21    It says exactly what land is private property.  I looked

 22    it up in the dictionary, private property.

 23              I mean, I'm scratching my head.  And it says the

 24    federal -- well, the development will happen only if

 25    Congress approves it.  That's the way I look at it.
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  1    That's the wording.  But it didn't say, well, the

  2    President can veto it.  There is nothing in that phrase

  3    that says whether or not the President can veto it.  Who

  4    do we look for?  Do we go to the world council to set the

  5    record straight?

  6              If you guys can't figure it out, the violation

  7    of human rights, of our rights, and you got the Alaska

  8    Native Lands Claims Settlement Act and the

  9    Self-Determination Act.  You've got all these Acts.  I

 10    would have thought that the Alaska Native Land Claims

 11    Settlement Act --

 12              You know, we got kids around here that, you

 13    know, you say go out and get an education, but there is a

 14    whole -- many how many million kids down there that's got

 15    this education and has about 20-, 30-, 40-, 50-, $60,000

 16    bills and there is no jobs for them?  And at the same time

 17    the federal government is saying, hey, there is an owl

 18    over here at this two-and-a-half million acres of the

 19    timber they could cut; but that's like saying you can get

 20    an education, but you won't have a -- you don't have a

 21    future in it because the federal government won't let you

 22    work; because why?  The land is locked up.

 23              Isn't there a way that the oil -- if you can't

 24    drill and develop ANWR land, like I want you to, at least

 25    compensate me.  Ten- 15-, 20-, $30,000,000,000.  Well,
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  1    those guys over there on the other side of the hemisphere

  2    are going to make you think real fast.  And these people

  3    down in the states, some of those poor people, I just feel

  4    sorry for them sometimes.  What in the hell are we going

  5    to do if a storm comes out and the oil quits flowing

  6    around here -- I mean, on the other side.

  7              What's that, 25 percent of the domestic oil

  8    comes from the Mideast.  Like what if -- we got a lot of

  9    kids that has the expertise.  The environmentalists and

 10    the conservationists and the federal government and the

 11    State government and the local government, we all can work

 12    together to make this thing happen rather than going blah,

 13    blah, blah and shooting each other, we can work sitting

 14    around the table and plan something out for our children.

 15    Otherwise it will cost, you know, a chain reaction where

 16    you get how many trillion dollars of education is going

 17    out to the kids and they have no place to go to work.

 18    That's the other side of it, you know.

 19              We can develop offshore, we can develop onshore,

 20    we can develop anywhere, as long as we all get to the

 21    table together and plan things out in a very good way that

 22    make our kids, our future generation, happy.  At least

 23    they got a cause to go out and -- a very good cause to go

 24    out -- and educate themselves.

 25                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Thank you.
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  1                    MR. SAM GORDON:  We all have to learn to

  2    sit down and communicate, to work, and then make the other

  3    hemisphere proud of us or jealous of us.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  Thank you, Sam.

  5                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Matthew Rexford.  I

  6    believe that, like I said, everything about oil

  7    development processes is destructive.  I start to wonder

  8    what is nondestructive, and that is water.  We should get

  9    out of this oil economy and go into a humus economy.  I

 10    mean, they are calling it blue gold.  It's more expensive

 11    than oil nowadays because you can't find any good resource

 12    of water.

 13                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Going back to

 14    permitting or selling your leases, I think that -- that if

 15    it's going to happen, that it should be only sold to the

 16    industries that can afford the best of the best, not to

 17    any things that are just out there just to be out there.

 18    We had one company that came through that just doesn't

 19    seem like they really have their act together.  They don't

 20    come with a lot of people.

 21              And even the ones that seem like they can afford

 22    it, they come to the scoping meetings just to get it off

 23    their checklist.  They don't come prepared with the people

 24    that can answer our questions.  That's very frustrating.

 25    We have a lot of people that come through here and we have
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  1    to give up our time, come say the exact same stuff over

  2    and over, listen to the same stuff because it's their time

  3    to come around.  Six months we have got to go to another

  4    scoping meeting or whatever.

  5              And we have different oil companies and industry

  6    that come through, so we have to -- if we want to make

  7    sure we are in the record and be heard opposing this, we

  8    have to show up to every meeting.  Yet we take the time to

  9    go and we ask these questions, and they don't have the

 10    people there that can answer them.  They say oh, we will

 11    get back to you.  Sometimes they do, oftentimes they

 12    don't.  And they are unable to answer questions.

 13              We are not just concerned with the now of their

 14    now project.  We are concerned about how is this going to

 15    affect us when you are actually doing the drilling.  And

 16    they refuse to answer questions like that saying we are

 17    not that far along in our scope of planning yet.  Baloney

 18    sauce.  We know we have their plan of scope done already,

 19    but they won't answer those questions for us.  And I think

 20    that if they are going to come here, that it's being

 21    required in their permitting that they come with everybody

 22    that can answer every question that we have.

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.

 24                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  The organization

 25    here is to try and accommodate the oil industry to get
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  1    their permits and so on.  But is there any -- are they

  2    going to generate any figures on the amount of pollution

  3    that this will create?  If you are talking 25- to

  4    27,000,000,000 barrels of offshore oil, somehow the

  5    American public should be aware if we burn that much oil,

  6    what it's going to do to our climate or atmosphere.  I'd

  7    like to see that entered into the equation, not just

  8    drill, baby, drill and the oil companies make more money

  9    and we have to suffer the effects.

 10              That is going to affect the air quality, the

 11    climate and so on.  Nobody is taking that into

 12    consideration.

 13              Another thing I'd like to see some penalties for

 14    violations that will have some effect on the industry that

 15    hasn't happened.  Say if they violate the environmental

 16    rules, they don't do business here.  And that could

 17    happen.  Maybe they will be a little more concerned, but

 18    they just pay the penalties and carry on.  So it hasn't

 19    happened yet to where any of the industry has paid a

 20    penalty that has an effect on their --

 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's being discussed

 22    right now, and very, very perceptive.  It's got to hurt.

 23                    MR. ROBERT THOMPSON:  Yeah.  Like say if

 24    all you people -- you lost your retirement because you are

 25    involved in this activity that was adverse.  You would
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  1    probably be a little more concerned and it would affect

  2    you.  What you are doing is something that affects us.

  3    You guys can go on home and go back to D.C. or wherever

  4    you are from if there is a spill, but we are here.  And I

  5    just say it's got to be something that they will be very

  6    careful.  They will never do business in the United States

  7    again.  Some of these are foreign corporations.

  8              So I just wondered how does that benefit even

  9    the United States when they make a profit.  I don't see it

 10    coming to the United States.  The State of Alaska is not

 11    getting anything from this.  Shell Oil is a foreign

 12    corporation, so they say we need it for the oil for the

 13    country to run.  But it just goes into an international

 14    market and we are going to pay the same prices anyways.

 15              So it doesn't really affect or benefit us or

 16    maybe not even the American public.  We are just getting

 17    the bad effects of it, the potential for catastrophe, an

 18    oil spill that completely stopped what we are doing or our

 19    cultural activities, our animals, our marine life.  That's

 20    what we will have the effect of.  The oil industry will

 21    just write it off on their taxes if we have a spill and go

 22    on to somewhere else.  We need to change.  We better get

 23    to something else.

 24                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  When they are

 25    also -- when they have to come out and do -- industry has
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  1    to come out and do their scoping, it would be nice if they

  2    could do their reports or their -- their stuff in everyday

  3    language that we can understand.  We don't have a lot of

  4    professional people here that can help us.  We are not

  5    like Barrow where they have their scientists and all of

  6    the other people that they have on hand, lawyers and

  7    stuff.

  8              We often come by ourselves just trying to --

  9    very often we get the material maybe the same day as the

 10    meeting and stuff that's this thick that we have to read

 11    through or show up, you know.  We show up to the meetings

 12    and try to ask our questions, try to -- try to sound like

 13    we know what we are talking about and everything.  And it

 14    would be nice if the stuff came out sooner to the -- to

 15    the people so we can read it and be prepared for the

 16    meetings.  I don't know if that's stuff that you guys can

 17    maybe be required in their permitting or when you do the

 18    lease sales.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We can carry the

 20    recommendation forward.  I don't know what authority we

 21    would have to make them do it, but we speak with them and

 22    we can pass that on.  We can pass that on because that's

 23    in their best interest to talk to folks.  I mean,

 24    that's what they should do in notice.

 25                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Require a certain amount
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  1    of advance notice.

  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

  3                    MR. SAM GORDON:  My alarm clock just went

  4    off.  Hang on.  You guys look like you are bloodshot.  You

  5    look like you just came out of the bar.  Better go home

  6    and get some rest.  See you guys.  Welcome to Barter

  7    Island.  Take care.  Make sure you know which way to go

  8    home.

  9                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  I just wanted -- a

 10    question here because this is kind of neat.  We have got a

 11    father and a daughter back here.  It's pretty important

 12    for a daughter to -- what do you think about this meeting

 13    tonight?

 14                    MS. ABI FRY:  Abi Fry, F-R-Y.  Well, one

 15    thing, I think it would help the community and in another

 16    way it would kind of affect the community in other ways,

 17    because oil can help us and get us gas so we can use our

 18    cars, but then it also can affect our whaling and culture.

 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's really good at

 20    her age.  She picked it right up.  Sometimes the simplest

 21    truth is the simplest truth.

 22                    MR. HARRY LORD:  You replied to Robert,

 23    you know, that if they are noncompliant they must feel

 24    some kind of pain.  Now, if I was responsible for the

 25    crimes of Prudhoe Bay, I would be guaranteed at least 50
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  1    years in the electric chair at a minimum.  And I guess

  2    that's good humorous note for me to depart on.  Thank you

  3    all for coming.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Nice meeting you, Harry.

  5    Thank you.

  6                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Is that still with the

  7    electricity on?

  8                    MR. HARRY LORD:  They would probably tune

  9    it down and revive it back and then resentence me.

 10                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  I just want to be clear

 11    whether it's sitting in the chair or --

 12                    MR. HARRY LORD:  I'd like to advise Mary

 13    that legal brief was prepared by me who was Alaska's

 14    statehood child.  The State of Alaska and I turned 52 on

 15    the 3rd of January, and I can honestly claim I was born

 16    with the blues because statehood was a fascist criminal

 17    contrivement straight out of [indiscernible].  One love.

 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All of our meetings have

 19    been very interesting.  Everybody has been very candid.

 20    We have learned a lot.  And one thing I've noticed, people

 21    can differ, but they are still good people.  It's a very

 22    good discussion.  So -- anything else you want to say?

 23                    MR. MATTHEW REXFORD:  Yes.  I would like

 24    to thank you all for coming here and holding this hearing.

 25    It's very beneficial to our community in that our voices
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  1    are heard, even though we have said many of this

  2    repeatedly.  So I'd just like to thank you all for coming

  3    and holding this.

  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are very welcome.

  5                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  Will you guys be coming

  6    back with some kind of info or --

  7                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yes.  To explain our

  8    processes, we are at the very front end of this process

  9    related to the five-year plan and the draft environmental

 10    impact statement.  You know what happened tonight.  We got

 11    your comments.  We will fold this in and that information

 12    from all your comments, all the comments we have collected

 13    on the coastal communities.  And we will have a meeting in

 14    Anchorage on Friday night.  And then with that

 15    information, we will draft -- or prepare a draft

 16    environmental impact statement.

 17              At that time we will have to figure out what the

 18    alternatives are, if there is lease sales.  As Jim pointed

 19    out at the beginning of the meeting, there might be no

 20    lease sales proposed in the Chukchi and the Beaufort or

 21    there might be one or two, you know, some kind of

 22    combination.  And then the draft environmental impact

 23    statement would analyze the alternatives.  And then we

 24    would come back probably in the fall after whaling season

 25    to have another round of public meetings.  So that would
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  1    be the next time we come back as part of this process.

  2                    MR. MIKE HALLER:  Carla, for your benefit,

  3    we will do our best to give you as much advance notice as

  4    we can.

  5                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  But then after that,

  6    then -- in fact, Argonne, who is represented here by Rob

  7    McWhorter, is -- well, they will be preparing the draft

  8    environmental impact statement.  We take all the comments

  9    off of that to go to a final environmental impact

 10    statement.  And then the information from that ultimately

 11    gets to the Secretary of the Interior, who is the

 12    decisionmaker.

 13              So that's -- we are at the very front end of

 14    this kind of big, long drawn out process.  But the

 15    schedule is to have a decision made by July 1st of 2012.

 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Anyone else?  We are not

 17    going to leave until you do.

 18                    MR. LEE KAYOTUK:  I know the oil industry

 19    is pretty tough on us now because we are on an island and

 20    we are surrounded by water.  There is no roads out of

 21    here.  And our high cost of living up here is really high.

 22    And our airfare is like 8-, $900 just for a ticket to

 23    Fairbanks and back.  That's with no hotel, no food or

 24    nothing.  That's just your ticket alone.

 25              And we can't get no -- anything shipped up here
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  1    unless there is a road.  Like refrigerators, trucks,

  2    something that's -- that is bulky we can't get like

  3    Prudhoe Bay does or Barrow or Nuiqsut.  We don't have that

  4    kind of access to any kind of a cheaper way of getting our

  5    supplies into Kaktovik other than barge, which only comes

  6    once a year.  But the airlines would come maybe -- if they

  7    have a load, if Everett would come here, we have a load,

  8    it may be six months to a year before they even come to

  9    our village.

 10              But the hardest part is for living up in our

 11    village, the cost of living.  And we just can't get any --

 12    like if we get a truck motor or something, we have to wait

 13    for a barge or -- like all our appliances and stuff like

 14    that is really bad up here for us because it's too high

 15    for freight.  Our cost is just too high.  And like other

 16    villages, they got it easy; they can get it every other

 17    day.  But that's how we live.  We have to survive off our

 18    land in order to get our food supply in order to -- we

 19    can't just -- a lot of other Elders and people that live

 20    here can't just live off the store-bought meat that we

 21    get.  We have to go out there and get our gas, our shells

 22    and all that kind of stuff in order for us to go hunt for

 23    our village to provide food for the next year.  And it's

 24    tough.

 25              That's all I have.
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Lee.  Anyone

  2    else want to end, or did Lee get the last word in?

  3                    MR. GEORGE KALEAK, SR.:  Carla always has

  4    the last word.

  5                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Bring a message

  6    to the Ken Salazar that we need -- we need help with our

  7    transportation.  We have no bypass mail like the rest of

  8    Alaska.  We don't have it.  So we are -- we are hurting.

  9    All our stuff has to -- if it can't -- if it needs to be

 10    frozen, it has to be freighted.  Freight is $2-something a

 11    pound.  The bulky stuff, only one airline is bringing that

 12    in now, and they are charging three-something a pound for

 13    that.  The big airlines will not even accept any bulky

 14    mail or freight.

 15              Like he was saying, Everett's Air, they won't

 16    take it now so we are stuck with having to go to Frontier

 17    and paying the three-something a pound for the bulky.  My

 18    mom just got a stove, and she paid over $400, close to

 19    $500 just for the freight for the stove, which is just

 20    about as much what she paid for the stove.  So it's --

 21    it's ridiculous.  And maybe he can do something for us.  I

 22    don't know.  But we do need that.

 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.

 24                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  I know that has

 25    nothing to do with your minerals management, but you are
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  1    going back that way, so maybe you can put a bug in

  2    someone's ear.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Why not?

  4                    MS. MARIE REXFORD:  And who is with State

  5    of Alaska?

  6                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No one.

  7                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  They are

  8    different.  These guys are federal here.

  9                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  I have a question.

 10    When you do your baseline studies, we don't want to get

 11    it -- like, from Shell when they do their own, they keep

 12    their own information.  Will you be requiring them to hire

 13    a second party, an independent --

 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  To verify it?

 15                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  That way we

 16    can know that and then they can share the information.

 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That has come up before,

 18    and what we have recommended to Shell a lot is that if

 19    they want people to believe their information, they need

 20    to get it published in the peer review literature.  That

 21    will be the independent third party.  So I mean, you are

 22    right, there is some suspicion that if it's generated by

 23    the company, is it 100 percent -- can we believe it.  And

 24    a lot of times you can believe the information, but there

 25    is always a little doubt.  So we have told them, yes, it's
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  1    nice to have their reports, but they need to get it into

  2    the literature, in the journals where independent

  3    scientists go through and they check it out.

  4              So that was a good observation.

  5                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  So you guys are the

  6    ones that are doing the sharing studies, MMS?  Are you

  7    guys part of that?

  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Which study?

  9                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Subsistence sharing?

 10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.

 11                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yes, there is a -- I was

 12    going to say MMS -- but BOEMRE because I think it started

 13    under MMS.  It's kind of ongoing, yes.

 14              Going back to your point there about the studies

 15    by industry, Bob Sudyam in Barrow Monday night brought up

 16    that very point.  And what he was saying is they put

 17    out -- they publish the conclusions, but they don't

 18    provide or share the background data which scientists like

 19    himself or anybody else can look at to verify.  Well, you

 20    have got a conclusion.  How did you get to that

 21    conclusion?  And you have got to look at the data to see

 22    that.  How did you interpret it.

 23              And that's what Jim is saying is that you have

 24    to have what's known in the scientific -- western

 25    scientific community as peer review.  So it's a very good
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  1    point, and we will do our best to try to change the

  2    system.

  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yeah.  We have been

  4    recommending it, and they need to do that for their own

  5    good.

  6                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Not just Shell, but

  7    all the others.

  8                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Yeah, not just Shell,

  9    right, yeah.  This is across the board with industry.

 10                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  All the way to the

 11    fish and -- yeah.  Because our fish is -- when you fish,

 12    sometimes we find some fish with sores on them when we

 13    took our fish net, and I -- we have mentioned that to

 14    North Slope Borough, and we let the other -- let some

 15    people come, like, from the university, let them know that

 16    in our fish net we find some fish that are not healthy.

 17    And we try to get those checked, but we don't get any --

 18    any results or any findings of what caused it or why it

 19    was so that they were ill or --

 20                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  Those things would be

 21    pretty scary, I think, to see that.

 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The lesions.

 23                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  Yeah.  Because I've

 24    gotten in my fish net when I've fished, I got like two,

 25    three, four fish that had that kind of sore.  And we send
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  1    it to Barrow and then we report it to the people that were

  2    doing fish studies.  When we catch another one, we try to

  3    give it to people that we know that will take the -- the

  4    fish and then do some kind of study or whatever.  But we

  5    don't ever hear what they have to say or --

  6              And I know University of Fairbanks been coming

  7    here five years, maybe ten years every summer doing fish

  8    studies.  They catch and release and take the fish, you

  9    know, and measure the fish, and we don't ever hear what

 10    they have to say.

 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They should get back to

 12    you.  It's your fish.

 13                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  And we ask them to

 14    and it's --

 15                    MR. TIM HOLDER:  My guess is that might be

 16    State Department of Fish & Game.  I think they are the

 17    most likely agency to be active in that.

 18                    MS. NORA JANE BURNS:  All right.  Thank

 19    you.

 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  If there is

 21    no other --

 22                    MS. CARLA SIMS KAYOTUK:  Just that we

 23    oppose offshore.  Don't want you to sell any more leases.

 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you all.  Thank

 25    you all for coming.  It's been a late night.  We
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  1    appreciate it.

  2               (Proceedings adjourned at 9:50 p.m.)
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